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PREl^ACE TO THE SECONJ) VOLUME 


This volume covens eighteen, eventful year* in the iuetory 
of India of which the ilotnfoating theme i.s (he gmtt Afghan- 
Mantbu contest for the lordship of Delhi, followed by the 
abrupt rise and still more abrupt fall of the Jat kiagdom of 
Bhamtpur within the space of s decade only. Thf" peno<l 
witnessed (he deposition and blinding of one Emperor, (he 
mnriler of another, the twelve ye.'trs’ banishment from capital 
and power of a tlnrd, and the ten niondis’ reign of yet 
Siiodier crownetl puppet in Delhi. Horror !s plied upon 
horror nloiobt throughout the epoch; but at its end the wont 
Is over aJid we b^in to emerge into light The Sikhs hare 
established their rule over much of the Pan jab and giveo 
to^he people of that proyince internal securi^ and the 
proniotiolr of agriculture In a d^ree unknown for sixty years 
past At the opposite corner of ladia,—cu Bengal, Blhir snd 
Dudh up to Allahabad, Bridsh peace has been sst&blisbed, 
gnd trade, Industry and tillage are on the threehhold of an 
uppreecdented revival after the unbroken acarchy of one 
full generation and appalling natural calamities, Sooo the 
indigenous culture which ha.1 bean quancbetl in blood In the 
capital citiee of the empire was to revive and l&d^vPeaaaa 
historical literature to take a new birth under alioi pstronaga 
at Allahabad and Beuam, Patoa and Calcutta. WhsB Shah 
AUuD II first ro<Ie iuto the capital of hie fathers » file 6th 
of January 1773,-'the point at whi^ this vcliuae ends,—we 
are wltbiu (bree mooths of the beginabg of fits govornorsh^ 
of Warren Hastings, the creator of British India. 



Tlio man; ihirk cornel’s m the biatory ol this I)eri04{ bure 
been li^bte'l up by the pnfuelon of ^farasbi recwls an«l 
soveml contenipomry Persiftii works licre ue&i for dm first 
time. ^[aCcriHl :u the Europenn lAltgllagei^ English hhU 
Frencli, the work oi ocLuai hcMik in the Indian aceuo, hero 
grows increasingly importuit. nod just ftfter Uje close of thfa 
Tolume tnkss (he first plnce acDOcgocir sources of infonna^on, 
while the I’cccndy pnnted Maratlii records con^c up close 
behirKl. The problejus of tbs Delhi einpiro now (177S) 
change their character ond the historian stands nt the dawit, 
a misty dawn, X adnut,—of a new ngs of which the noon^do 
splendour was so bo seen in the Ifith ceoCuiy. 

DarjUiog. 'Jadwtaik ^anlrtr 

September, 1934 
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FALL OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE 

CHAPTER Xin 

Reign’ 0? Alamgib II—a General Scrvby 
§ 1. Character of Emperor Alamptr JL 

The successor of Abruad Shah on the throoe of Deilbi 
•was an old man of He leas tbo 70 iingpst soo of 

the Emperor Mui^ud-din Jabandar Shah, and therefore 
a graodaoQ of Shah Alam I. Born at Multan on Jane 6, 
16^9, he had lost hia father at the age of fourteen, ia the 
civil war which gave the crows to Farrokhsijar. Sboe 
theo bo had passed his da^s in poverty and oeglect, 
mewed up in the rooms of the "Emperors' grandaoDs" 
i^deorhiri-^aUn) withiu the Delhi fort He had been 
denied any opportunity for learning war or admmisLim- 
tion, or acqulriog practical osperience of the open outer 
world, bat bad wisely guarded himself from vlee 
devoting bis time to study aad meditation. Hie had 
ohosea for his ideal the Emperor Aarangsib (Alaiq^ T), 
whose title be adopted on aeoending the throoe* Like 
Aarangalb he lov^ to read books oa «jd*t 0 f 7 and 
ehau^ the ueual diverdoas of roy^, soefl aa dasoe 
ood Mig. like Auraogsib, too, he made it a lio 
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say bis Gts daily prayers in the outer palace coosque 
aad the JiViday afternoon prayer io full coogregation 
LD tbo Jama' Masjid of the capital. He knew by rote 
the adminUtrative rules and prsctice of the great 
Aorangyib, aad his aim was to follow these to the letter. 
CondemoiDg the slack and uodigoided conduct of hia 
two ixniuedlate predeoM9ors,~who used to sit in ao open 
sedan chair held up on men's shoulders when granting 
aodienees,—Alamgir H laid it down that be would 
hold ooly regular darbars seated on the imperial throne 
in the Hall of Audience. 1 nutating the strenuoas life 
of Auraugaib, he used to read all petitions^ and even 
peeaporta^ and dgn the orders on them, [TUZi?. 4d-6<Z7 
Mwu 98.] 

A renewal of the first Alamgir's policy of temple 
destmetion and levy of poll-tax on 'the infijisls' was 
rendesred impossible by the Maratha grip* on the throat 
of bia oameeake, but the Islamic 'heretics' did not 
escape so easily. The Shins form a very small minori^ 
among the IndUo Mubammadaos and they had now no 
protector at Court. Their former leader Safdar Jang 
had been the mortal enemy of the all-powerful new 

* On 2S Oct 1701, Um Eapeier iMoed order* ahoiisbmK the 
taxes OB Hindn pil|riiDi tt Gaya aad Carakihetrt. 
fie ttansferred Uwa to the Psehwa, who appoioted his IMhi 
«g«it Diinodsr K. Blagaa^ as hie tax-eoUeetor there, 9 Feh 
ITBfi. {B^wed*^ 328.) Bat Bensns sad APahabed warn usds 
Che «f the eubshder of Oodh, who c^uQg to hie lery a( 
these tody plaees. 




17541 


<'HAIUCTBK <IF ALAMOIB n 


S 


vTifir lR)M]-ut<Dullc. It WM b/ bc*4ting tJic Vi^ drum of 
Snno! orthodoxy that TmSd ludbcco ablo to n\\j the 
RiihelftB and Radaklixhia to hi« euodtrd nod overthrow 
the Shift induGQOC whlob bitd dominated the imperial 
Court ainco 1743. He now took ble n veagc on the 
defeated aect by revlviog Aurmogtib’iref^ulation againat 
Sbia proceeeiooe Id ^ubarraoi. The aewe of Hafdar 
Jftogfi death reached Delhi on 11th Ootobar* 17M» and 
oioe dajt later (on the 3rd of MuIuutud) tbii deoree of 
prohibition waj iaeued. "Si&o« the reigo of FarnUchrijerf 
bv reaaoQ of the rite of Shia umara, the pracdea of 
nakiog (onba of the Imuma, whiok bad been forbiddea 
by the former Sunai fimperora, waa revived, till it 
reached the extreme point of difplay. I a erery Uae 
and raarket-piaoe ccuatleai riages were bwiit aod 
kettle-drame beataa. The Rmparor Alamgir II forbade i 
tbe making of the tomba of tho Imliai aad atagoa. liut 
the pmotioe bad been goiog on for 40 yeara and could 
set be atoppod.'* [rri£r& 26fM2lit3.| 

But unlike Auraogrib, hit grcat-grandaoD bad 
DO ooQtaot with the aoldiery, no lovo for outdoor 
eserouee, euob ae marcbiag^ reeiewiag troopa, or 
eves hoaticig. Hie age and the ■edeutaJ 7 babita 
of 55 yeara made it inpoialble for faiA to 
take to a atreoaoua life of activity all of a eaddeo, 
and he reaxained a bookworm tmoured la kia doeei or 
benm. The Koood Alam^ fell abort of hie iUustriooe 
aamaeake is aiBother sigsal reepeet A lasogir I 
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(he Sa^jid Brothen. It w&s not the case that be h&d 
oc anoY or treuore* Bis owd Badakhshi brigade (over 
12,000 in number) were the beet li^btixig force io the 
empire io that age, if cnlj thef conld be ptuotoall^ 
paid and worthily led; and he had, in addittofi, the 
Maratha myriads at his beck and calK His parsimosio^ 
fatber'e hoarded treasare was worth a kror or aor^ 
and by enforcing order and good government in the 
provinces round the capital, the new waair could in a 
few yearn have easared the regular and foil flow of 
nvenoe from them to the central excbsqcer for meetuig 
the daily expeasee of the State. But Imid had ndtfaer 
the oapaci^ nor the character required io the r^enerator 
of a fallen State, and during his five-and-a-half years’ 
dictatorship the Delhi empire drifted on to ruin beyond 
hope of recovery. He was personally incapable, and 
his pride and selfiehnees would not allow others to 
restore toe monarchy. 

There hu never been a wasir of Delhi whose rule 
was 80 barren of good result and eo full of misery to him¬ 
self and to the empire, to his friends and foee alike, as 
Imad-ul-mnlk’e. Bis nominal master Alamgir U wee a 
mere ahadow, never daring to assert bis own will or 
ttjpw his own judgment, but leaving everything 
to ids wasir’s discretion even more absolutely than 
AiT^^yar or Mahammad Shah had done to toe 
8syyid Bsotfaere’. But ImSd’s whole reign—for that is 
toa ootwpt descriptioB of his obaDoellorehip—‘wis 
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ifitrked bj utter futility, public raiefortune and adiumin* 
tratice breakdown. Hia violent aeuurc of the 
oSco brought him no glory, alrongth, or con aocurity. 
Ho waa subjected to the grossest humiliation e«er home 
by any wasir, having been dra gg ed through the a^eota 
of Paaipat by his own soldiers (May> 1766} and sees tho 
^CDon of kU harem outraged and exposed to the pubiio 
gaae by the brctal Bohelas (Aogiut 1757.) 

The highest officer of the empire, he ever Evud on 
a b^d of thorna After hia acoefsion to office, his first 
fear sprang from his deposed predecessor. Iatuacn-od> 
daulah had been robbed of the waxirate, but had not 
been crushed. He continued to live in the Delhi 
macsioD of bis father and graodfstber (each tbs preolei' 
peer of the realm in his time), defending it like s. 
castle with a gtrri«on of 600 soldiers vitbin ; and whea> 
ever the two waxirs, paU and present, rode ont into the 
streets in the sarcc hour, their armed retainers scowled at 
each other like the Montagues and Capalets in tbe streets 
of Verona, and a clash between the two parties seemed 
immiaeot Such an ever-present enemy migbt overthrov 
Imad any day by jolniug some powerful ally and 
aecun'ng the Emperor*a blesaiog oo his enterprise. Ihn 
hfandia alliance bad been bou^t by Inad at a nlnoas 
^ce, bat be ccold not, by reason of his frequent default 
^ paysMDt. couet upon their support, and he waa mi 
two ocoanoM so nowise as to embarit on a futile asti* 
other elements of power in ^ 
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State were Saraj Mai, Shuji-ud-daulah and Najib Kbau. 
'I^e first ot tbeee i^ad astagoolaed b; trying 

to wreak veogeadoe oa bim ior hie support of 6afd»r 
Jaog id tbe civil war of 1753. Sbuja baokered after 
bis late father’s wazirate with do less idteoalty of 
desire aod far greater streogtii of resources thaoIotisSio^ 
add he had a hereditarv frleod in Suraj Mai. 27aji^ 
had beeo Imad’s retainer aiucc the war with Safdar 
Jang, but tbe upstart Euhela had insoked and bollled 
the wazLr aod publicly flouted his authority even before 
1757, when Abdali made this Indo-Afgban chief bis 
supreme agent at Delhi. ^*ajib also usurped the 
warir’s Jagirfi and the Emporor^s Crownlaods in 
Saharan pur and Mlxat in defiance of (he Delhi Govern^ 
ment. After Abdali^a retreat in April 1757^ Najib 
became the foremost hCuslim potentate in l^orthera 
India aad used to overshadow tbe official waalr lu the- 
DaDu Gh)verdment. Ho subjected Imid to a humilisJicd 
which the meanest Indian would resent to the end of 
hia days, by violating hia seraglio during his absence. 

Tha tragedy of Im^’s wazirship in the midst of 
hostile forces beyond his control, was deepened by hia 
want of political foresight and absence of a wise diplo- 
laatio policy. He bad ori^ally (^, since Jun^ 175^ 
dug Uke a helpless ujfant to the breast of the 
mnftae^ but Decoani armed aid was a very coetly 
is Idbs a year bdog payable for every 5,000 
i dd i gB posted in Delbi,^wlule Imad’a admlnisQative 
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incapticity aad military intpotcace prevented the rc^lar 
payment of tlio canh uexuK on which alone Maratiia 
frieodKhip depended. Hie chaogea of allianoo were 
«(j^ually ill-judged and ilUtinied, and in their rcauit left 
him weaker than before. Through weakocaa of wiU 
or error of judgment he agreed to A bdaJi’a project of 
oueting the Marathaa from the Doab and Shaja froca 
bia two eubaba (A.prli-JBae, 1757.) Thia drew Shup^ 
Son] Mai and the Manthaa together, aod left Imid 
utterly friendleea duriog the absence of Abdaii froe 
Indie. Worat of all, be odeodad the diciA maater of 
the Darrioi legiona more than once. 


^ 8 . Imad'f potitp and niorerntnU HU I7S6. 

^7e shall here trace ia outline the devfoua coaroe 
of Jtorid'fl policy during the reign of Alamgir II. For 
tho 6rat seven Dontha after that monarch’a acceaiioo, 
Imid’a preoccupation waa to raiae the fabuloue aubeidy 
ao heedleaJy promlaed to the Marathaa vrben hiiu^ 
their ama to plaoe bim on the vrazirate. An agroemoot 
waa at last patebed op and by Kebrtiai 7 17 &5 the 
Maraiha bordea marched away from tba ^Ihi 
to their soutbeRi homea. The neat few montbi of 1755 
law tba wasir making an effort to ncotKfttt the oouotry 
north of Delhi from uaorpeiv, bnt the att«pp( wo 
aippad in the bod by hie oowardioe aad the 
aad oM^aest diabandwent of Ida Totki aokfiacy’ 
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■ (Maj 1755.) Oa his retarn to Ti eAhi from this ioglori* 
ous sad barren expedition, ImSd was harassed by 
tuapected palace^iotrigueB for OTerthrowiog him and 
makiog 5buja wazir (Jane), the repeated open defUDoes 
of his BUthoritj by Najib, aod the eternal bankraptoj 
of the State. Hie military and doaocial helpleasneea 
kept him quiescent throughout the second half of this 
year. 

In March 1756 be undertook the ilUjudged Paajab 
adventure which ultimately drew down upon bis head 
the wrath of Abdali in January next. In the second 
half of the year (July'Septembcr 175$), the wasir 
planned an attack upon the traos-Qauges A^ena of 
Enhilkbaod and Shuja-udHdauIah, but hia utter lack of 
money and the mutiny of bie starving soldiery for^ 
doomed the attempt to failure from the outset In 
Ootobtf 1756 came the Dnirani conquest of the Pan jab 
and in January 175? the iovader'a ocoapation of Delhi 
which subjected ImSd to dismissal, epoUatloTi and public 
bumOiatioD at the bands of the Afghan kiof. Buthe 
booght the patronage of the Durrani warir Shah 
Wall IQian aod wan restored to his office. He was, 
however, too weak to disobey Abdali'e order to 
■ocomptoy two Shahradas of Delhi and maicH for the 
ooeqaest of the Maratba possessiona in the Doab and 
tie re^actory Sbn}a*nd>dau!ah’s provinces, aod 
ff eMasafai in this expedition to conquer 
Seogal ud Bfhar afterwards. Yaio delosion! T%ia 
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«cnbitloii3 programme wax to bo carried OKil with tbe 
aid of Abmad Khan Haogaeh of Farrakbabad, a lame 
ifiTaUd who could move aboat onl)' io a Utter and who 
had not money and clanamcn enough to oppose even 
5,000 Maratha light horse, ^^leo in the middle ci 
June 1757 ^h Maratha hordes poued into the Doth, 
the want's expedition at onoe coliapeed ; his Beogash 
and tranS'OUoges Aff^a alUee haiteoed bach to tb^ 
homee, his eacort of merceiwries noder <7aBgh£e Qmn 
left him to exact the promised peeee oootiibiitioD frwm 
the Ondh ruler, and lead with bis two Sbahntde 
puppets bad to beat a hurried retreat towards Delhi 

f.TnlyO 

There was oo help for him bat to make H Op wi^ 
the Marathaa ; be eeat Xagar Mai to tbe Mantha 

camp to bay their pardon aad alUaaee at acy price, awd 
some days later personally rtiited Ragbonstb Bao near 
Delhi (It August) to cemoot ao alliance for oustij^ 
Najib from power. This open rsvereal of the policy 
laid down by Abdali and accepted by Imid made the 
brea^ between him and Kt}lb complete. Tbe BahA 
at ODce took ferocious rengeaace on Ipiid’s onofflBdlSg 
wivee and daughters who were withiii bU r ea c h fa Aelr 
Delhi mansioo, and after this ontrags there eo«ld oewa 
be fricDdship b et w ceo load aod Kajib. la September 
1757 tbe Marathae eoforoed tbs menatioti of Delhi 
by 27a^ aad jqi^Bted Ahmad Baagiah imperial 
nwtv Qewenl vk9 Ntfib, bat that Buhela chief l e lli wd 
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to bis own jsgirs io tbs upper Dosb with aU bis troops 
and property and remained a poteat aouroe of danger 
ever after. Im^’a new ally^ Ahmad Baogaab, was 
more dead tbao alive, and the empire and the imperial 
family passed helplessly under Maratha coatrob BTom * 
Ao^et 175? to May 175$ large Maratba armies baiUd 
in Kinduatao and eetabllsbed their nominee at Labor^ 
but io tbe middle of Juno they withdrew from Northern 
India. 


§ 4. Jnuifl iunis against &hah Afam and 
Ala)ftgir II. Bis datcnfaU. 

Moaotimc, like the abortiro expedition of the two 
Shabnadas into the Doab in the east, two other attempts 
Io restoro imperial authority and oollect revenue in tbe 
B<^tafck*Mewat region in the west, under prioces 
Alam (Jnne 1757—June 1758} and Ali Jah 
(July—Ai^aC 1757), bad ended in total failure. Indeed, 
Imad’s selbsh ambition would not allow any prince the 
chance of recovering a province and thus acquiring 
wealthy anned sfreng^, and public prestige i he coerced 
the tame Bmperor into starving and thwarting their 
MtMpnees. Aad bis hostili^ to the eldest and ablest 
Ifce sona, Ali Oaubar (Emperor Shah Alam 

.Q e< tbo nest re^a) l«oke out in an ^tack on that 
ptinoe in hb Delhi mansion on 19 Hay 1758. But 
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the Utter boldly cut hie way oat, took shelter with r 
M arAtha goaeral Vlthal ShWde? for some tiiae, uid 
wbca Vithftl left him to join Haghuoalh, All Gauhar 
went into the wilderncsa in utter dcstitutioa and ’ help- 
leesneRs. By way of tbo trajis-Qaagefi Rahcla bocsM 
he reached Luokoow on 2 Janoary 1799 aad with 
Sbuji's help tried to eooquer the provioce of Bihar. 
But the Boyish d^csce of the master of Patoa aad tbo 
Bmperor’s official disavowal of Ali Qmobar’j aota 
(dictated by the wa 2 iT) doomed the prioceU attempt* 
to utter failure. 

About May 175^, Imad was foolish eocogh to 
reoew his dream of an aoti-Maratha coalition, of which 
we get the only dctiils iu the Marathi State^papers 
recently poblished. It ended ia nothiog. The warix 
nc:rt (I August—22 November 1758) led an erpeditioa 
into the Rewari-Hlsar r^OQ, dragging the 
Emperor with himself, io order to ehnse away All 
Gauhai and thereafter to plunder villages aod exact 
revenue. [TALS. 182c, ISdc.j 

'When in January 1759 the Mandta boats rstoned 
to Delhi under Dattaji Sindhia, Imad kept aloof from 
them and shot the gates of Delhi in th^ faces, puUiug 
the capital io a state of uege. The Maratbas establiehed 
tiieir direct nde over Labor (April-June), plundered 
the upper Doth iu Najib’a bands, and tooke wUb Isid 
by desnanding an impoe^le rmoeom for DelbL So 
XaSd riut himself np intbln the walls of Delhi 
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cot this 7 «&r and gave Dattaji oo anpport in his Invests 
moot of Kajib at Shukartal (Jaly-Novembar.) He even 
planned to plaj off Malbat at^aiost Dattaji, preferriof^ 
the police and accommodating spirit of the former to the 
bnieqac and exaedng manners of the Utter. His 
admioiairative f^lure and daiJ^ increasing poverty 
impotence and bumitU^oo through insolvency, drove 
him mad, and when be learnt that bis sole remaining 
hope the Marathas had failed to crash Najlb after five 
moDtba of eser^n and had also lost the Panjab, and 
that Abdali was coming agmn, he in ntCer deaptration 
xnnrdered bia msater Alami^r 11 (2d November 1759.) 
The reign ended and with it Imad’s office as wazir, 
though be deaperately clung to the name for aome 
yearn after. 


I 5. Haghunoth J^o's doiiigs in lUndrffilitH, 
27o4‘17o5. 

We shall next follow the doings of the Marathas 
during their expedition to the Delhi region at the 
commencement of this reign.* Raghuoatb Kao, the 
Peshwa’s younger brother, had begun hia march from 
^ Deccan with a large army in September 1755, and 
crossing the Mokaedara pass had entered Bajpatana 
afe ^ end of October. Hare he moved about for the 

* iiPQ. XKv» 79 (impevtsBi itaMkiy), 93. TALS. 

8C6«a. i>a 
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aext two mootbft and a half, 6ol]ocliag pronU^ of 
tributa from Jaipur, Kota, Bundi and othor Statca. Thea 
from January to Nfay 'j2. 1754 he wae inToIved 
in war with the Jat ]>owor, especially in futile attacka 
on Dig and Kiiinbher. I*eacc haviag been aC last made 
with the Jat Rajah, the hlaratha anny moved oo to 
Mathura (May 23.) From thU place their vanguard 
coder Ualhar waa eect acroea the river to iiffpriee the . 
Eoiperoria camp at Sikaadrabad (which waa effected 
on May 20.) E^huoath bineelf with the main atfvy 
croaecd the Jamiina near Mat (10 mllea north of Mathura) 
on May 2o aod inarched up the <«at bank of the river 
to Patpargao), 0 milea a. c. of Delhi, on June 1. Hero 
his pretence lent su]>port to lniid*ul-mnlk in changieg 
the tlmperor and aeixing the wasraHip. Haghuaath oezt 
act himself to realiM the mooey promiaed by Imid. 

Tblfl waa no caay task, and after five OMmtba had 
been wasted in talk, only partial eucoeea was acbteveiL 
During the luterval Ragbuuath moved round the ca|Htal, 
eo camping for a few weeks at differeot villafea 
in the environs of Delhi, till he bad eaten op tba 
available proviaione vkd eahanaied the grata Uaea 
and even boce^timber of each r^on. Hia 
lieQtenant waa Malbar Holkar, who encamped at 
some diateoe from him in Mder to diatribale more 
wkMy the preaaoie on the forage eappJy. Rape 
filahadav Hu^aa4, the Peahwa'a rerident envoy at Delhi, 
iihA maided caar Jm 8in^*a Obearvaiory is Jaisiogt^vm 
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(&De mile b- w. ef tiie Ajnnr gate), was the mediom 
throQgb whom aU proposals about the hfaratba ooathbu- 
-tion, all compiaiftts of aggneved uUaccs aad ofiicUia, 
and all lotrigues of nobles like Intisam were ooBdocted. 
He took the men first to Malhar aod then with Malhar 
to Baghunath for final decisioo ^ this was tiic procedure. 

The course of the nego^tions for (he mllitarf 
contribution will be detailed later along with the history 
of the events ioeide the cnpital. AVe sliall hero briefly 
follow the movemeots of the Maratba army outside. 
From Patpargaoj, Baghunath reoroesed the Jamuoa aod 
by way of the south aod west rides of Hclbif removed 
to the Shalimar gardeo, some 6 miles oorth-west 
cf the Labor gate (Jnoe 17.) From this place he soot 
•off'(26 dune) Jayapa Sindbia with 4,000 Goverament 
troops, boeidoe Jaytpa’s own coatingcot, to Marw&r for 
asaistisg Ham Singh agaicat Bijay 8iogb. lo the 
uoirtherD auburbs of the eity Baghuasktb spent throe 
mociths, roving from the Shalimar garden to Baaai, the 
Ii^ah, the heRoitage of Majoaa faqir, and ll'erirabad, 
till the middie of September, when he removed his camp 
to the south of the city aod lived ^ere from Sep. 17 
to December 9, raogmg over the oouotry from the 
Badarpor nakh to Tugblaqabad, Eishandas'a tank, 
Iriampur (8 m. w. of Humaytin’s tomb), Mehrauli, 
Barapala and Chaheibagh. When changiog camp :&om 
the metera to the PoiiherD sebarbs of Delhi 
(Aagut 81), ibe nornly Uaraiha eoldien plundered end 
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iDoleetcd tiu» ^Ulagcrs on tlint vnfrrriM|T 

ycom^'n-fanncrfl of th? l^nlny)i clan (a bi'oach cifthc <l:it5j 
living in •Inialpiir nn(l other vi))ngC!4 Jipor Nj>rela. 
rctftliutpj, oftou siirpriaed tho forughig par!ion of the 
Deccaois, and carried off tbeir inai’<«a and other properH'. 
So, Malhar fought them, aoU assaulted and aackod tlirco 
villages,'~Jaia]par, Xahra and Kabri—where their 
leaders dwelt Bat ma&y inncccnt Tillages shared the 
same fate, and the booty carried off from them was 
offered b\* the Mnmthas for miIp in Delhi. "The 
a^rioTcd riliagera assembled under the Jitorof-o window 
of the palace and complaiocd to the Eiuperor, who aent 
thorn to the waxir, but they got no redress.'* 
IT^Z: A 170^.1 

On 12 Nov. Malhar took leave of PsghuaatJ) near 
Badarpnr and moved with his own troops to the aoutli- 
west of tho Gity,'-Hariu'mlnar, the dioH Topkhanah, 
Palam, and the outlet of the canal. Go the Hth he 
arriced at T^lkatora, where Raghnoath joined him in 
the evening, alighting near tlio Haus-i-khaa, in the 
Oliabar Bagb garden of Na^r Fattu, while Malhar 
encamped near Sbah Mardan and Kaidarganj. Here 
Intisam visited them. 

§ b. Ifai/hunalh Jiao in ihe DofiU. His rttnai 
fro>ti the North. 

On 9 Decetober Ragho&ath and Malhar moved from 
the shrine of Sbah MardSn to tTitpor, oo the west btnJt 
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of the Janinuft, two miloa of BftdArpiir. Thoir 
troopa flarded the rir/^r, " plniidfring the houses and inciv 
at the ferrv* aod oven the Brahinaiis wlio had come to 
balhft 5fi the sacred riv*er- They robbed every traveller 
thev met w^th on the way up to Patparganj {8 m. a. of 

• Jitpor) aod other villages on the east bank, fought the 

< imperial collector of pargana Luni, and took away 

I four elephaiite nf the wa^ir which were out grnxiag near 

1 Ghar.iabad. Raglmoath bhnaelf crossed over at Chhniera 

I (4 m. K. of Patparganj aod doe east of Okhia) and 

• encamped there for a fortnight. “Destruction doecended 

^ Upon both the marts and the aurroundlog country' ^ the 

• that used to come to Delhi from these places was 

' cut ofl, and scarcity raged Iq the capital.* Two of tlie 

• Hingaud brothers were scat by tin* wazir 1o pacify 

\ Raghuoath. On !4 December the waxirV captain^ 

I SbahdU Khsn Afghan, had a severe oouflictwith tlie 

‘ Maratbfts in withdrawing his outpost from Khurja, 

the casualties on the two sides together mounting up to 

86/r.l 

On 25 December Malhar came beck from the east 
bank to Haus-i-khas, while Ragbunath, who had moved 
up from Chbalerato Obarlabad, etsrted on the 27th by 
way of Dasna for Oarb Mukteshwar, where be bathed 
ia the Ganges (30 Deo.-13 Jan. 1755.) While halting 
here, he settled Ibe contribution of the Buhelss, whose 

• Sagheoatb in the Doah and jttom 7'XM SVMIq > Of- 

apn, zztIL 7Q. 106. 
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lialix Itahniai Khan had HnivcHl on tha 
opposite bank foi* no^tiatiog. lUglninath obtain od a 
Mm in cash and written iindertnkingR for the balanee, 
then turned south to Pa I wars, Basi (on tho Gan gee) and 
Ahar (on the Ganges, ‘26 iviUs caKt of Pulandahahar 
city), and tinaJly struok dne went through the Buland* 
sbahar diatriot, bv way of •lahaagirabad, I^dhaD<^, Utsar 
(on the Kali Nadi) and Xaga]^, to the Moltpur ftfry 
0 )i tbe Jamuna, das east of Fsridabad, arriving there 
on 2 February. "KvcrjTvhere his Deooania plondered 
u« they movrd <>n. Wherever ho went, if a man 
voluntarily paid Horocthjng, his village was spared, 
Otherwise it was looted. At KIk near approach, grain 
ill Delhi became dearer atUh' 

At Motipur RaghuDAth croeacd the JamQna()j Feb. 
17.55), and by way of Badarpur and the nouthern aide 
of Gurgaon city (14 Keb.), marcbod rapidly through the 
•lhajjar distnot, Kanaud, Xaruoi, Sioghaoa and t^ambbar 
to the Pushkar lake, where he arrived on Srd March. 
Meanwhile Malbar Holkar, who with other Deccaoi 
generals had received on 31 Dec. robes of farewell from 
the imperial Court—1C for the men and 6 for the 
ladies--bad come back to Haoz-i-khaa (35 Dec.) and 
thence moved eia Naraina, a. w. of Delhi (7 Janatry) to 
the Rewari and Pataudi diatricta^ levying tribate from 
the Gujar and Baluch landlords throughout tbe month 
of January. Early next month, being naaeured by 
Baghunath'a safe return from the Doab and the recoii> 
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^liatiOD of Intizao) (a ^faraCha with the waalr, 

Malhar set oat for Rajpntana, and quickly reached 
Lobagarh In Shekbawat), whence lie began to dun Mildho 
Siogh of Jaipur for the long overdue Maratha tribute. 
Thus at the end of flic first week of February 17ofi, the 
Delhi region was freed from the Maratha arm? of 
oooupation and grnin again beoaioe cheap in the 
imparifll citr. 

jJ T, roff/ri/>Hfio/i h rM from Vrihi 

by Itaf/hunnih liao, JTo-f. 

The first and most pressing probloin of Alamgir H'a 
reign was how to keop the watir'a word to bis Maratha 
alllef^ They had been induced to come to load'a holp, 
leaving the profitable Jet enterprise in which thev wcix* 
engaged, <*»n1y by the promise of a largo reward, In addition 
to the subsidy already duo for their support during 
the lato war against Safdar Jang. The I'eshwa's lack 
of money was dally growing more and more iinbearnble. 
The <Tat campaign bad yielded only two lakhs in cash 
after koeping the entire Maratha armv of the oorth* 
locked up in that kingdom for over four months. In 
Kalliar's surprise of the Imperial camp at Sikandrabad, 
the gain of the Maratbas had been iiidgoificant, a few 
^ephaota only, as all the other property' had been 

• At that time Ibe montbl? pay of t Maralba trooper vm 
B a IS fie., lU. 10*15.) Hence, 20.000 horacmen ro«t 12 lakba in 
the flea mocrih* of (he .It( cavpugo. xirii. 
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«jiuckly hoi/cd and <*jiiTied away by pjuudfr<*rs, p^pi'Ciaily 
th(’ Jnts, wli 08 <’ hnmoe were nearer and who w<Te prraent 
there ill vaster inimhera than the >ima1] .Marath;i 
cotitjngyiit detached on tUi^ raid under Malhar. There- 
fore, afu*r that HurpriHo, Malliar refnsod tn release the 
captive ladies of the imperial hareiitj unless the out¬ 
standing dues of the Marathas were paid. Imad and 
Ai^ibat Mahmud stood seenritv for this money, anoiiot- 
inj; to forty lakbe, as tlie oalv lueans of saviog the 
honour nf the Imperial fomilv. j/S'PA xxi. (iO, xxvii. 90.| 
The I'esbwa's iiiatruclious to hi« brother were to 
stpieexe ua mucli money as possible ont of the Delhi 
(iovc'Tncucnt»—70 lakhe or at least TiO lakhs. Imad. 
on being appointed waair (2 dune 17i>4}, was agreeable 
to paying 25 lakhs as the customary itfiiar for this 
high oRicc. But Kaghitnath’s insensate grei>d over¬ 
reached itself. After long discussions, through Malhar 
Holkar he lixed the .^taratha dues at the impossible 
Hgnrc of H'l^h lakhs, out of which forty lakhs were 
promised to bo paid down and the balniice after i>ome 
time. Both parts of the undeitaking were impossible 
of realisation in the then condition of the Delhi empire. 
By methods which will be described later, about oioe 
lakhs were actually collected and paid to the Marathaa 
at the end of September and bankers’ bills were given 
for IT'/t lakhs more, but the remaining 13V} lakha of the 
drst moiety remained absolutely uusecurod and without 
the least hope of its being provided in the near fnture. 
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Th{* rfiRlirAtioii of the* uccond mcioty, 4Vh lakh?*, was 
out of the queation. Aa thr rcaidciit Mamtha envoy 
at n«lhi wrotft to Mh (Oct. 1754). “Kor these 

13*/j lakhs we aw* (Wly diifiBin^ the wazir- There is 
no money in the Rmi>eror*6 house, there ia not a pice 
with the wasir, their aoldiere are d^io|: of starvation, 
da^ors aod kolTes nre being plied every day. Iti such 
a state of things we are pressing for our uioney. Ko 
< 2 a 8 b, no jewel !a availabJe. In the last resort the wanr ' 
ia asking ns to take asBignmeDts for 2 3Vs Ukhs on the 
revenoe of the lands round Delhi which were sot apart 
for feeding the Emperor and the wasdr." 

Tills second alternative had to be followed. On 25 
October the Emperor issued wiitten ordera giving to 
tbe 3ifarathas assignmenta totalling 6s. 42i/} lakhs on the 
revenue of Bengal, Bari I v, Bairat, Bambhar, Kora and 
some other mabals. ]DC[ But as these bills were not 
honoured, lands in the Gangetic Doab were nltimatelv 
alienated to the Uarathas and the unwelcome presence 
of their predatory army reieoved from the environ* of 
tbe capital, at the beginning of February 17 5ft* 

S ft. KM/'tion of money hi Delhi rhi/, IT U. 

We shall now turn to the events within Delhi during 
the first year of this reign. Tbe task that confronted 
Jaad-ul'mnlk iminedfateJy after his becoming wa/ir was 
to find mouey for paying the subsidy of 40 lakhs 
• .V’P, xsyii, fiO. tO.’ />a TA/S. !?«. 27. I 
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t<i hi« Mumtlm Mip|>ort«Vi an<] thr AiUrv of lus 
o??n trooji;* and the KmperorV arti!lcr^‘-g>mr(l>* Hud 
persona) whicK Iiad fallon into orroaN for 

tbrco 'Rut the treaeiirv and palftcc-etorea had boon 

exhausted dciring the hi>'t r<ngci. The first viudnia of 
the now Roverei^fiiV rapneity were the brother and sister 
of the ex-Qiieeti-tunther Udbam Bai and tlieir children, 
-who had been raised to priooely wealth and rank duriog 
her son's rule. Their jaglr.^ were confiscated, their 
iadies ’vere i'ljuopzed out of their cash and jewels, 
presped to rov«il the hiding places of their Iroasnre. 
and finully driven out of the palace to live in Khaw* 
aspni’H, wliero the widows of former sovereigns were 
lodged in poverty and neglect- The fallen waair 
Intiaam-ud'driulBh was siotlarly deprived of his jagirs 
and of such other propertj* as lay outside his fortified 
Tuansion. in this way tliree lakhs of Rupees wsh 
collected nod sent froui t)ic pal sec, secretly at idght, to 
the waidr and paid to the MarAthns 1C dune. 

This waa a mere drop in the oceso. The iinmc'diaie 
dues of the Warathss and the imperial soldier?’ exc«' .d 
one knr. Plana were formed for collecting this . tga 
auiount by forced contributions * from the nobles and 
the public servants. The verv proposal raised a tamult 
in the capital; the rich wore too powerful to be fteeced, 
and nothing could be collected. Tben Kigar Mai (the 

• CoatrlbQtiOQ From the DdVi pwplc: TAL% 

25, 27a. Also OC. 
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divan of Crownlan<];«), in conHiiltation with Bnpu Rho 
H ingan^, attempted to ifvy the moooy front the tradcra 
and the common people of all the raarketa. On this 
qiicatinn, Xagar Mai and hie head aaeUtant MajHa Rni 
quarrelled and alinoat came to blows io the camp of 
the Marathaa, but Malhar managed to pacify them. The 
wAxir posted guards to control the exit from every 
rich raan^s house and ordered a levy on the traders and 
artisanThe bn^ra were closed in prote.^t, thousands 
of citi^eoa aaseinblod under the }^]ace balcony {Jhf/roku), 
crying to the Kmporir agtin^t the oppression. The 
Emperor was poworless ; he >eiit word to tho waxir to 
redress the wron(:^ bnt Tmad wo\ild not listen to him. 
Two days pa»ised in this way, and thiu the Empei’or 
threatened to starve himself to death unless justice was 
dooG to the people, Then the waxir withdrew his 
demand for nioney, and the trouble ceaaed for the time 
(end of duQc.) 

Bat how wore the Maratha cl aim a to be satisfied ’* 
By the end of August, the waxir^s utmost elfort liad 
prodaced only li lakhs paid in cash to the Maratho.s and 
a premise of IT lakhs payable from ihc revenue of 
Bengal and tbe ua^ar expected h'om the two new 
Bakbshis,—which actually yielded oetbing. The 
Marathaa lost patience, and ”ibe wazir made a hot etfnrt 
to raise money from the people of tbe oity, (be Emperor 
yielding bis conaent to tbe inrasure on condition of tbe 
poor not being touched.* The exeodon at last began 
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on 7th niulcr Sains»n»-«d-ditjluh ^flio Mir 

^nkhKhi) nnJ ollipr olticm, mid thr city wh« di\ hWl 
among thr cf>llcctAri< aiul lists nuidr of tbr boii'-o< to Up 
U ixpd. J'hiii attempt hUo <'hded in fui)iirf», tbnngh tho 
people siiffcrod greatly. 

" Some fools bftd porsmaded the swjjr that if only 
R*. 2 srae realir/^ from ever)' person, a /ror would Ue 
yielded. But thou^ii in the actual coIleetioD Ra. fi or 
even hs. 10 was taken from each mao, not even one lakh 
w:is collpcled, bcoati^e nothing was taken from aov 
person who was in miv way I'onoecttd with the waalr, 
but only the 8hopkePi>ees and artisans were taxed ! 
Then a new collection was ordered, hVom tlic rich 
tbousaudri of Rupees were demanded, hut the hrirs of 
Che rich founders wore now b<^ai^ and could pay 
iiotiiiog. Many people were eeixcd and beaten. A 
great tnnmlc rugfd thronghonC l>p]bi. All the grain 
iiiurts nod baxar »ho|iS were closed. Thousands of 
common people and the bead merchmilt' of the city and 
of the marts in the suburbs assembled under the 
EinpiTor'a window, clamouring for justice and saying 
that they had been forced to pay three timen aiready 
and vet another detaand for reutribution was now being 
made.-.with intolerable beating.... At last on 20th 
October the warir was induced to call olf the levy and 
peace was restored to the citixeus.** The 

forced cootributlou ceased, and tbc wadr Lad to satisfy 
the Maratbas by alienating to thom 2- vilJages io 
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^»harAn|>(i>* otKeis from tho C'cownlatid &ud 

\mvy inir>«c 

}i. (iikI iuilfhir>i 

f'oinli}tA6i< in lie^hi. 

This BiiiTPnder of torritorv allayed oolv one evil¬ 
ly did nothing (o meet the jnat demands of the palace 
aemots Aud the imperial soldiery whose salnrio^ lisd 
remaioed appsid for tiiree years. Men with arms in 
their haoda and trained (0 act in concerted bands 
•cannot be expected to starve in aiUnce in the midst of a 
wealthy and maaterlese <^ty, Anarchy reigned in Delhi 
after Alam^ 11's accession in a worse form than before. 
The Maratbas had been paid lakhs and lakhs, bnt the 
Mughal army coiild not actnahy get even half a month's 
eaUry in three years, in spite of the solcmri promises 
of the warir, and this fact ezaaperated the imperial 
aoldierv beyood endoraoco i they daily plundered houses 
in die citT on their own account The powerful nobles 
put their rasasions io a posture of defence, and the 
middle class,'-CBpeeially die Hindu ofHcUls snd traders, 
^alooe suffered. [TALS- *20b.| 

Onlv three weeks after the Emperor’s accesaiou, 
the waKir’s artillerymen made a row for their pay in 
his manflien, stepping iogress and egress and dragging 
Ont his chief mauager, Aqibat Mabenud Khan, whose 
drees they tore off. Only an order on a banker could 
pacify then) (21 June, 1764). I mad blamed Ai|ibat 
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for linvitic bro(}|Hit tliiK piiUllr hisnHlbfroti nn lum. 
bocaiisj* that »(l-|inwcrful ^oi vaiil iif-cd to ocit>trol all 
his affairs fui<l tik-htc anil iHspoao of all Ilia r«'v<'iiiu* 
without \\h Diaatci'a kiiowlcd^r. So, ho rallod A({ibat 
in tha Gvonin^ (of 24 Jtinr) for a coufiiltatiou, MA'oraly 
cousutvd liiiu» and had him atabbo<l to dfath bv Kia 
Afghan captain-:, Xha ox-favo»riU'a corpse was thrown 
down on tha raod-bank below the W 89 :ir’e garden,* The 
Name dav the <>aptlve Ahmad Shah and hi a mother were 
blinded. With tbc* approval of linad, hja rogue of a 
Kn»hiniri henchman Aipbat had lorped a letter purport¬ 
ing to bnvc been written by the ex-Kmperor and sealed 
with his private seal, calling upon Jntianm to rescue 
his former master from pri-on, take him fo the lUjputs 
and with their help reaCori' him to the )>elht ttironc, 
when the wuiiyhip would be coitf<>rTed on Intisam 
again. After repeated pi*es}<ingi the reluctant conaent 
of Alaingir II wa> aecimd and ht^ rival waa blinded 
aonn after nightfull. But the moving spring of this 
atrocious deed had himaelf been killed two hoiiri* before ' 
Divine juafice eoTuctiinea acU with lij^tnlng specd- 
Tbe next day, the other aoldiera of the warir assembled 
before bis hoose, olamouriog to be paid their arreart a.' 
the artilleryoien had been. The streets were blocked 
and the city gales bad to be closed on account of die 
crowd and tcmult. 

• Murder ot Aqibsl Kahmad,—TUA.''- W. 101. 

BliadiflK of Ahnked Sbab; TALK Xn : M"'- f®. 
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There were iiiauy Klnitlar beetle* ef rowdinc^K by tho 
afarving soldiery* tLrniighftut this reign, rjj.j on 10 
Augiu( 17’>4, wbeu h:il( a tnonth’a i>ay W4s promtacd, 
but ev*en that pittuiice con id not bu nctiinlly puid ; oo 
14 Aug., when the High Diwao Nngnr Mai was atoned 
by the EmiKTor'e personal servants and had to be 
carried away to safety under cover of his folio were’ 
ebielda ; on .> September, wben the inusketeera of the 
fort garrison closed both of its gates, stopping all trafKc^ 
on 2 October, when the liadakhabi cavalry of tite waeir 
made a viol col) demonstration, tbeir officers claiming 
from the wasir's dlwao lakbs of Rupees as their due, but 
refusing to bring (heir troops to the muster or to render 
accounts of tho rents they had already realised fi’Otn 
the jsgirs assigned to tbem !n lieu of pay, and tbo tumult 
was pscified only by putting their indolent cocnmandcr 
Zabid Beg in prlsou ■, ou 23 October, when tbo 
Badskbshis again assembled, surrounded the wa>;ir'9 
mansion, tnobbed their bakhsbi and dragged him out of 
bis paJkif while the waxir sueaked into tbo fort by a 
back door ; on 18 Kovember, when tbeai> Mugblia troops 
again rose in lawlesa violence, occupying the Jiima 
Masjid atid (he Qtidsia Maajid all (he day and looting 
the bakers’ and sweetzneaC-seUers’ 6ho]ks, and could be 
dislodged only by opening fire upon them from tbe forU 
walls with some slaughter. Their crowning act of 

• fi^vdiasss ot unpaid soJ 41 «r 7 ,~ 7 '. 1 /^^ Hn. Y^b. 18 n. 22 U. 
23. 324. 29^.300, 37^. 734*7ao. Also DC. 
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wfl« mobbinff the wezir mv\ ilrfljrpng }iiin m, 
fnnt through pHuijmt city on 3 ^^ay 17.".“i* m wiH he- 
dcKcribed at thi* end of this chapfcT. 

The wazir’s orlillerjTnen, who )iad bopo projuiced 
psymeot in eleven cUvs fts the rrault of their clamour 
01 ) 21 October 17">4, ngnin crowded before hia mansion 
after the expiry of tJ)o term, entered it, fought a euniieb 
who barred their path and plundered his property. One 
day they stopped the visit of Shnlapuri Begaoi. tiie 
wssir’s gr.inHmother, and in‘united the wazir himself. 
“The treuWe dnily inerea«ed. Another dav the 
mntinoers entered the wazir*9 innnj^ion and carried away 
the food lying cooked rendv for him and his family. 
Many people’s properly wa« looted during thw 
disorders." ^On December Ra T* per trooper and 
Re. 1 per foot-eold;er. jAe., only one week's pay] were 
granted to the fort artillery, this beiii*r (he first payment 
ever made in tiie seven month* since the Emperor’s 
accession. No other regiment got anything." t)n *_*3 
July 27b6 we read of a similar tumult created by the 
ttoops of the deceased Mir Rakhahi Sam*nm-iid.daiil8h. 
irtiMc banal they hindered till their due* were (tromiaed. 
At the aainc time the wa^iir’s muaketeors posted in die 
fort, took hnvlblo control of il, stopped inp^aa and 
egress, nn<l dcli*d their master. Then taking some 
light pieco* out o{ the rampart*, thev planted them 
under strong pic kata at many places in (ho oUy^ such 
aa the .Tama Masjid. and held the city gates in force. 
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TK<* Ria|>cr<»r wus thnn nt L'lui; two of his wivoB, whom 
he h«J Sinn in Dried from Delhi fort, cnuld only evade 
till* '»rtj|h'ryist« holding tho gates by walhing on foot 
covi'i'cd with common hmuffiM \ like servant maids) from 
their korfm to ontside the fort-gates ; then they croiwed 
part of tho road mounted on bhiehtis' buHocka and 
disguised in bhishli-women's rob ns, and from the city 
went to Luni in more worthy veliicloe. The Persian 
chronicler adds, ‘'The Emperor was greatly delighted 
to hear of thie [tnck|. Thc^ shame of it was not felt by 
him. In the end tbo atfair could not bo kept a secret 
and became known to the public." \TALS. 76f^?i^.| 

At last on 29 August I75tl, the artilleiymeii, 
despairing of gottiug their dues by any other mcaos, 
"absolutely closed ail the entnmecs into the fort So, 
the snpply of grain, meat, v(«gc(abic« and water to the 
inmates of tho palaoc-hiirem was cat olf from the 
momiog-.. After noon they opened the back gate, 
allowing some people to come in and stopplog others 
at their oaprico. At last the son of J^ivaada.s (the 
Delhi agent of Jagatsetb of Bougal) and Balgoviod 
Sahu^r personally andertook to satisfy their claims, 
bj Xajib-ad-daulab’a mediatlou.... Their accounts were 
produced and their dues admitted to bi' for ten montba 
and a few days.* Taking an advance from Balgovind, the 
Mk Atish cleared the does of tho men employed irtihin 
the fort and the galea were fully opened on IS September. 
Bat the artilleryiats outbid* Delhi fort, under their 



n.'ill I'f.i’viiKU idi'ir mi:n (I 

Rar> Mun hi id llnrjln SitiEh, »t ii'»f KHtin^ tlnir 
own dncH, iniilini^<I hiuI triotl to block fbf forf-gHtoH from 
outride. TIumv thi'y wfre* paid m |Mrt, and tho tmniilt 
cwt«cd. ITd/zX 7H-71I-I The »ickriijng Uln Jicod not 
be curried anv fnrllier, 

Ifl. of fh> ftroffli of l)pfhf frf>m 

}atf'i^s»iu's» un^ o/wri’ffi/, 

Witbin the capital itielf the Badakbi^hj eoldiere of the 
WAHir plundered the hoa^oi* of tbc rich eilixeoa without 
fear or oLeck, In Aiigiist IT54, KiahaiK'bnnd Sud, a 
liigh accounts ntfi'VT, wh^ carried off by R<*p FThan. 
h capiniu of ihi< Turi?i corps. In Mughalpura, put to 
torts re by being suspended from a boats and aeked to 
pay live lakhs. He uoderwent tLis treatment for rifteen 
days, but none sought to roacue hiin. He ulciinatelv 
secured bis release, we know not at wbal price i but i>n 
T .June next year bis house wa<< pliiadered bv the 
wasir’s troops, though he ecntiivod to escape bv a 
beck door.* On 14 ^^ov. IT,*!-! XSgar Mai, the High 
Diwau, abandoning bis own house in the city, lied for 
refngo to ^pu Hinganc in Jalsinghpura. I mad tent a 
party to escheat tbs property of the fugitive, but (Ho 
* 7U£<S, 16b, W ; OC. He apprepriiied all power ■* 
iDusttufi of the fimperoT and nsib diwta of khalsa. afur Abdali * 
dspartare io April 175?. and eaosed great dlKOnteei bf tnns* 
temag tbs jagirs of the aoiiiler aaneebdaii to (be Rnperor'a 
eoos, ioT vbieb be was lunrdered in tbs dreeia. 10 April I7b7. 
b; eonw of tbaee odieen. ( 11 6a-) 174.) 


i 
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Marathfts who Imd Roiit to guard tlic houRe rci-i'tod 
tho iHvadiT'. Kroin JftlKingljpuru Niigar .Mai aciit n 
ero&U ^^n^ntbn foroe to bring bia fainik away from their 
asviuni hi Saro<^)n-nd-dao)ali*a house. But the waair’s 
Badakiisin^ opposed these iiieii, slarjog twpWv and 
woutidiug uiaiiy of them end faking away ihrir arms and 
ronres. Then the victors went fo Xilgar Mai's hou^e, 
cxpelh'd the Mnratha guards from it, jnid finally cleared 
PaLSra Mai’a garden house, which was the residence of 
many Marathaa, of every Deccani found there. Tbns. 
DOt a hfaratha was left within the walla of Delhi or in 
the mart* around it- 30/<'31/>, lf(\\ The WR>;ir 

itnfoediately took away N*agnr MaVs two dbvanships, 
but when he retnrued to Court u month later restored 
the.se offices to hitn. 

Wg road that in Sejiteiuber 17."4, the waair’s soldiers 
were engaged in plundering the house of every man 
whom their inforraerR represented as well dressed and 
well fed. Tiiey seized the householder and his women 
and wotild release them only after the payment of a 
ranaom. Xo redress eovld bo had oven bv appealing 
to tlio highest authority. “Ouo day the waxir’s Afghan 
captain Subban Khan with his company began to loot 
the bouse of Hakiimat Bai, the fathe>in-law of the 
draghter of Thikurdds (the head assistaut of the 
Biaperoris h&rem su^>eriQCendeDt). Thakurdus complained 
to tise waair, who seot Saif-ud-^lo Muhammad Khan to 
stop it; but this officer entered iato a concert with 


KMi'KitonV At Tin IB in rriiTAJi.i:!* 

Subhitii sover^l^Y U&kmnnt Ifii, iiii«l i-yrn 

1i)r<«at« fir'd to dishnnoitr TlmkiirdH;< liiiM'*f]l, niid tl)«' 
hoii&o wiH pfufidcri'd of iii) jt« ‘'cnitoift.-/’ 1 7-1/.S. i*0.| 

A Ariwliiu vU’tiu) f*rod bottn*. <>ii .'{ Soiftemln^r, 

Imild caught some ]3Hd&kh.shi« in the act of robbb^ the 
house ot tho brotbcr>in>]aw ot MiixniTHr Khan. lie cut 
off the no9Q of the leader of tin* gang, who happened to 
be a aergetmt in the regioiont of Buiji Beg Klian. At 
this tile other Badakh^hU of the corps were diap leased. 
Ki'Xt dar, Hi the wtzir was entering the fort, a 
Biidakhsh' iitu^ketrer 6rid at him from hi* |iost before 
the gate. The wa^lr rc'primanded all thevapUiiis of 
thie forci‘. IfA/.S. 

jf 11. iJf/l/t fforrrw". 'rif /Mjiikrifpt. 

Hie utter baokruptev of the Oovernment make* us 
only wonder chat it did not collapao even earlier. All 
the provinces except Bengal had long erased to emd 
any reveoue (o the central Goverumenti some having 
become iodepeodeot nnder their snhahdara and otbors 
having been usurjied by Afghans .fats and Manthaa 
Tbns, the territory atill obeying tbe Kisperor’a au^ority 
was reduced to a belt round the capita), ri'.., the upper 
Dot^ or the Mirat Division on the east and the RohUk 
and Gurgaoo diatriote on the west Here, aa nearest 
and Qost easy to control, the Emperor had origioaIly 
reaerved to hiinsalf Che rent of a number of villages for 
meeting the salaries of hla household aorvants and palace 
8 
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goards (capociAlly tHo DolUi gurruoii artin^ry) and the 
cost of olofching and feeding htmaolf, his faoaily, and Stjvte 
pcnsiooers like tbo captive offsprings and widows of 
former Empcroi^s. These lands formed bis Crown lands 
{khfil&j) aod juivy purse estates («u/-WAas.) Bat, 
because they were nearest tlia capital and their revenue 
w:is least irregular and easiest to collect they roused 
the greed of his waslr, whose cowardice and incompc*- 
tence preveuted him from subduing and administenng 
bis japrs more distantly situated. 

The main prop of the empire's centre was the newly 
recruited body of Central Asian morceoarios, called 
Badakhahis or popularly SinHagk. They wsrs 12,000 
strong, large-limbed, well-fed, wcll-accoutred meu, 
mounted on powerful high-pricsd horses of Khurasan 
breed, and cost much more than double the salary of 
a similar number of Indian soldiers, their pay-bill 
amounting to eight lakhs of Rupees a mouth. When 
their pay fell into arrears they took to plundenug houses 
and holding rich men to ransom in Delhi, with the 
wazir's permission, as is asserted by the Court chronicler 
of Alamgir II. They constantly demanded their pay 
and refused to briog their troops to the muster or to 
render scoounts of ihe re venue they bad already collect¬ 
ed from the landlords in Mswat and other pargaoahs 
when they bad been sent for reot-collectioo. In the 
very presence of the wasir they abused his finance 
manager, while their commander ZShid Beg Khan drew 
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hjH dagger Slid voundcd one of gmorals. /ah Id 

Beg Ava.« put in prieoit and th<* tiunaH oca^od for the 
time, Oct. 1754X The warir, in order to atop liii« 
conataot clamour, made some of the pnvy parae mahalk 
over to the Badakbshia. \TAL,^. 41b, 22//, 

'The pargaoahs In the provioco of Delhi aod some 
other provinces, which bad been made CrownUad, aod 
oat of whose revooue the Emperor’s per«ooa] servaaU 
received their pay, bad now gone out of his hands. 
Saharanpor, whose revenue had been assigned to 
jiigirdars, was soUfd by Ntjib Khan Ruhrla : tbe »Iat 
Rajah had scii^ed the maJials near Agm ; Madho Singh 
of Jaipur had taken possession of Xarool and tliat side. 
Xot a sioglc mahal remained under tbe tAaixa (Crown- 
lands department) Id addition to this, the waair used 
to ^vo the mahals of the privy purse in lieu of payment 
DOW to the liadakhshis, now to the Maratbss... 
So, there was no money for the Emperor’e owd mvtla 
and those of tbe ladies of his harem, whose only source 
of maiutcoance was the rent of the privy purse estates. 
The Emperor repeatedly pressed Itbis point] on tbe 
warir, who idgoed orders for the release of these lands, 
but at heart wished to devote their reveoae to 4e 
payment of bis 0 wo troops. So be released hOrat aad 
Luoi only. Wafa Khan (a Mugballa ceptaio) 

enjoyed pargaoab Baghp^t, and now Mirat and other 
privy purse mahais were given to the Marathaa. The 
wasir ruiaed the whole realm.” |rJ/./^22, 
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Thft wftTilr brought JCitiprrpr and Wi* fainilr 
to the point of tioa by alii^nating tho privy piir<«* 
oBtates to tli<* Ibdaklishi-8 and tlic Ntarathas- Bnt thoi*o 
waa nothing left for giving roUef to the other aoction* 
of thn army, aueb as the fort artilWv, tho manketeere of 
the guard (men from Ondh and Bakaar), and the 
peraonal rethiue and household offieora of the Emperor, 
vfhose pay waa orpiullv overdue. Tlieae hitter struck 
work and rioted iu the cUy and the fort, creating scenes 
of the greatest humiliation and Buffering to the Emperor 
and his wazir. 

§ 12 . Uuunliofuin and auff'rr/iiffif of fhe iiit/ienal f/rmiff/. 

The hopeleBs poverty of the Emperor subjected bim 
to deepening distress and insnit. Only a month and 
a half after his accession, he bad no conveyance left 
for the State procession to the place of the Id prayer.” 
The contrast between his miserable plight and the 
magnificence of his ancestors became painfully manifest 
when he held his birthday Court in the Diwan-i-am. 
The Peacock Throne of Shah Jahaii, resplendent with 
gold and gems, bad been lost, and its piece was taken 
by an imitation In wood, with the figures of gold 
chamng and gems represented by paint \ 

“All the palace stores were, empty. Three years' 

^& July 17«- [Tils. 15i.| Af^n, on ICT Kay 176& on 
MOOQoS of lus bariog: oo Biraot. lbs Eraparor bad to ir^k on 
toot Cfoiu the hanm to tbs Stone Masjid of tit fort. [DC.\ 
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salnry cnrried forwartl from Aliwad SljfthV r^ign wm 
due to every ofhccr irom the mAuaftbdAr^ to the moiMHU. 
lo the ^irm>iit rei^r, which was nnw m months old, 
they had not received a doi«. The iBtarvifijc) troopers 

had rold tbelr horsee, the infantry had do clothing oa 
their bHoks...Tbe anlmaJs Jof the iio|>enaI eqiiipagej 
couM not be givea fodder and hence they grew lean or 
died. The soldiers reioaiutd in their owa houses, ooae 
attended in the Emperor s retinue wheo be rode out 
^k^metimes even the royal band and standard did not 
accompany him.” \TA/.S. *>3A, TiSfl, 41A.| 

Sliaklr Khnn, the dlwnn of I’rince All Gauhnr. narrates 
how when be took a inng of broth from the 
pauper^harity>l(itchen to the prince for cfBciai 
iiispeotion, ti>e prince asked him to give it to the 
palace ladies, aa oo fire had beeo kindled in Cbe 
harem kitubens for three days 1 ^^*c read, in the 

Court chronicle of this rciga. how one day the princenaeii 
could bear starvation no <. iiger, and io frantic diari'gud 
of {xi/’da ruebed out of die palace for the city : but 
the fort gates being closed they aat down in the men’s 
<inarter« for s day aod a night, after which they were 
persuaded to go back to their rooms. | TALS. 190.| 

S IB. R<M* arui twtrpfrx frwutpfi orer /Ac 
jffiperial Oorernmeni 

‘Wblleauch was the tondirion of the city and tbe 
palace, the countryidde ftred no better. The new 
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as!^i|p)ees on the clietrietK north And cast of the capital^ 
namelj the Badnkhahis and later tlie Marathas, wore 
rerifited bv the parties aircadr in poaso^^sion, such 
Knjib’a agents and former granteea with more legitimate 
titles than these Rabela usnrpers ^ and though the 
MnraCbas ostablishcd thsuBelveB by maio force after 
some fighting, their position in these regions fluctuated 
with each invasion or retreat of Ahmad Sbah AbdaU 
and the roperoussion of each military movements on the 
Maiatha power in Northern India. The Great Anarchy 
bad aJreadv begno at the core of the empire. 

1i)TeD in the districta immediately bordering the 
capital, 30 weak and despised was the power of the 
central Government that nmalUr unurpers net up their 
ownership and administration io several places,—which 
aggravated the evil of Imad-ul-mnlk’s alicna^n of 
Crown lands and privv^purse estates to the soldiery. 
The Jat and Gujar encroachments in the south and south* 
east of Delhi will be described io chapter 22. In 
ihs region north and west of the capital, fy*., the modern 
Karnal and Uohtak distnets, the nsurpers were Afghan 
aod Baluoh capUina Northwards, Euajpum (1^0 miles 
nor^ of Delhi and commaading a ford oo the Jamnoi) 
was held by Ncjabat Khan Ruhela Then, In the west, 
Kamgir Khan Balnch (r. 1747*1760), the official governor 
of Farrukhnagar ($0 m. aw. of Delhi), held a vast 
territory emhraoiog the whole of the present districts of 
Hiear aod Rohtak and parts of Gurgson, Jhind and 
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r&tinla. HUaoh &ud nucc^i^s&r wa.'' Mnaa Khan. Ani^^K'r 
Balueh chief wa« liahadar Khui), whr» Iiad oncf hvfn :i 
acrviiot of but bad later entered the aorvicc of 

Imad'Ul'iaiUk aod riH^tn to be colojiol r>f ono of hia re^* 
mcDts and to \>s granted the b.troay of Bahiidargarh 
f'20 CEL due nest of Delhi.) He wa:« succeeded ia 17 GO by 
bis brother Taj Mubaoitnad Kbao, who ruled till 17?n.* 
Other miQor chiefs of this race were Hasoo Ali Kban (of 
Jhajhar) the eoo of RacngHr Khan's brother, AtaduUah 
Khan of Tauro {Is milea cast of Rewari), AoJija Kban 
Rftlnch of Ni»7mgarb (in the Saharaapur district), aad 
QuCb Sliah» wrongly called Sc belt, who bad formerly 
been a collector in Saharanpor but later usurped parte of 
the i‘Saipat and Sarhlnd districts west of the Jaugoa. 

Above thco all was Xajib Kban Uuhela, who had 
bnen paid for bis armed aid in 1 T.'S by the grant of 
some jagiis in the upper Doab, but had illegally extended 
them by seixlug many villages in Saharanpnr aud 
.Mirat districts. After KCiO Kajib made hicnself the 
geoaral protector of all tb<> Afghan and Balucb landlord!* 
of these regions againnt tholr.lat aad other enemies. Thus, 
the country north and west of Delhi was, for a eemiclrcle 
80 miles wide, dotted with a ;number of rebels* dena 
llhs the castles of the robber btrous of medlEeval Italy. 

The Emperor being well-read in bistory, wanted to 
revive the good old pracUce of eending hU sons out to 


• SoStat i>Mt ()eu 42 A*r, ed. l^pp.lS^Jd. 
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the pro^'tnet'> tor tlio purpose of Bubdiiiuf^ nod 
adtninistoriiij' them, nttd tliiis restorini* the empire to 
strength &nd prnaperity. But mere ‘wisbing was not 
enough for achieving tin? end. These princes had so 
long lived nmidst the vice aloth ignorance ond isolation 
of their pulace-prisoiis, aod lacked the education 
necessary for commanding men and administering 
countries. Nor was any capable and devoted old noble 
anv longer available to act as their guardian acid tutor 
{alalit/) during tbelr apprenticeship as provincial 
governors. J^oally, there was neither any reliable force 
nor adequate treasure for supporting them in tbe arduona 
task of recovering lost dominion? from long*established 
usnrpere or guarding them ngiinet attack. While the 
Emperor and his household were starving, it was 
impossible to Htout any espcdltionary force for his sons. 
Alamgir Il'a plan could not be given a trial even, 
because of tbe opposition of his selHsh wa;^ir, who feared 
that bis own dictatorship would be gone if any of his 
master’s sons developed capacity and secured tbe control 
of an army. Thus, every path of reform and revival 
waa closed to tbe empire of Delhi. 

S 14. fmad'^ f/uarrfil iiifk 2nti\nfn eii^. 

The Nfaratba forces having retired from Delhi attbo 
begins log of February 1755, I mad was free to settle 
his score with bis enomiee* near at hand. His first 
dread after becoming wasir was lest liie deposed 
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pro(l<»:ft}<sOi' j»h«kilil uitrigui* 

fully for thp rccovory of th«* clinncc]lor<)d(i. 'riil- 
had kept t’nadV heart throbbuif; with urixictv 
tbrougboiit lUglnniHth Uao> .^luy near DeOii with 
[iiti/am as h rcfa^ee in hi^ ca(n|>. On 2 f'epCetnbor 
I7ri4. Intixicn laid posted iiiusketc^ra roirod Ins own 
mansion and that qtiarler of tbc citv to resist the wszir'fl 
levy of a property tax for pay ini' tbe Msmtiiaa. Oa 
4 Oct Holkar'e diwan. Gan^dhar Ohaadracfaud, made 
an unanccessful attempt to elTecta cohiproini^ie between 
the tw« rivals. About this time RA^huiitith, in despair 
of pettinff the promised subudy from I nod, discussed 
the alternative of makin;^ Intbam ^raair af^aiii if ho wan 
more likely to yield tbe money, bnt be soon saw chat it 
wonld not be a cban(^ for the better. 

On 22 Kovember Imad sc>ijt a meHsaj^e (o Intlxarn, 
who bad absented himself from (?oun ever >ince 
the accession of the new iCmperor, ><ayin^. “If you are a 
servant of the State, come to the darbar. If you are 
not, vacate your official mission.* Ioti»tTn‘s re}dv was 
to gQ away Immediately to the Mantba camp south-west 
of Delhi aud take up bis reeldence there, while bis 
house is tbe city was guarded by hie mother Sholipirn 
Begam. But the Maratha chiefs declined to go to 
war with the Knaperor and bis watir for lotl/am’s 
sake and even ceuured him for ^is jaah act of debaoce. 
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On 12 December Snmd'e agctiU opened negotiations 
*ith Raghunutb and T^Ulhar, requesting them to make 
a settlenieat butweea him and Intijslim ia any way 
they could. At last Malhar’s pacific edbrte boro 
fruit, aod on 17 •lanuary 175o (Cbe (lay of the 
Hindu spring festival) Irniid paid e visit Co InCinm’e 
tents at Badli, and Induced him to return to bis 
own bouse in Delhi and to attend Court a few days 
later. 


§ In. iCxpetiiiion (igaimt Quih Skah. 

So, this troubhi ended. The Marathas being gone 
and IntUim pacified, the watir turned to reassert the 
Authority of rhe Oovernmeut on its own aubjeecs. The 
first rebel to be attacked was Qutb Sbab. wbo was not 
a Rabela by birth, bat was popularly known as such 
by reason of his bmog a cocstaot associate aod honoured 
religious guide or pir of the Ruhelas, (whence bia tide 
of S^ioh or Lord SpirituaJ). He had, soon after Alamgir’e 
acesession, obtained an imperial grant for some lands 
in the Saharanpur and Mirat districts, east of tlie 
damnoa. But when slc months later the waair transferred 
these villages to the Maratbas, Qutb crossed the hver, 
entered the Sarbiod district, and began Co seiec viUsges 
there without any legal title. The waair sent his 
Sindagb regiments to drive him away, but these lawless 
soldiers merely plundered the innocent people of Panlpat 
atid other towns ss they advanced. On IL March 1755, 
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<)»''>' reached a pTaof fAiip miles north of Karnal and 
attacked TIjc »mall r<*bol force Giboiit 

wa« OM the |>ftuit of bcinp muted hr the siijierior 
niuubers of the Turks (11.000), when & saiidatortn bi«w 
into the faces of the Siodli^ men, the Af^^hons promptly 
charged the confuted enemy raoka and BignsUy defeated 
them. The warir'e tueii fied away in panic to 
f^onipat, i^Kutdonfag their baggage and tents to plunder. 
Tlie victorious rebel, laden with bis spoils, marched to¬ 
wards Tbauesbwar, putting a strong garrison in ICamal 
and taking tribute from the richer villager on the way. 
Ac bis approach, Sadkj Beg fChan, the faujdar of 
Sarhind, was deserted by bis Afghan troops, and fled 
away to Adina Beg in the Panjsb. Qutb by a forced 
march reached the mastericse <dty and established his 
own rule over it and tbe surrounding dietricL ^Be did 
not molest the poor, but repressed the Htrong refractory 
men, so that within his juriadietioo the roade became safe 
and his followers were held back from practWiig 
oppression.* 44/^. I 

Then be crossed the Satlaj above Rn|iar and attacked 
Adioa (11 April), but wae signally defeated by 
superior numbers aod put to flight, himself being 
acverelr wounded aod most of hU captaioe slain. Adioa 
Beg advanced to the east of tbe Batia) and took over the 

* r bers &)ltov Uhx- 107 * 108 . s^oat TAL3, 42k, whieh sajt 
ebst stUfiksd Uw Hlodafb by sori^iM after keeping tUsa 

decoded with peace ulk. 
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adcDiriistrettioii of ifi<7 Sarlu'id district, uk far an 
Thujjcaliwwr, .NJii'.tnfuWci and KoUraio. I'Lc wazir 
recognized his rule in return f‘r a tribute. Mc&xiticn<>; 
the news of the rout of the Sindagh troops on 11th 
March had reached tiio wnzir in l^olbi two days inter. 
He pressed the ICmporor to start with him m once 
acniDist the rebel. Tbongh there was no ec^iiiptneot 
transport or survnnt tit for an imperial CDsrcb and no 
money to provide these, he dragged the Emperor with 
himself to one stage north of the capital (15 March.) “No 
servaot, no Unt had arrived there. The Court 
underwent great hardship. The Emperor's food was 
sent to him there aft^r being cooked in Peibi fort. 
The unpaid aerv&ntg of both Emperor and wnztr 
were starving sud ref used to go out of Deibi" 
ITALS. 43^.1 

But the wazir was a coward; with fourfold odds 
in his favour he merely discnascd plans for recovering 
the icat territorv without fighting. He halted outside. 
Delhi for four weeks, and called to his aid Karngur 
Khan Baluch (of Furukhoagar) and Kajib Khan, 
both of whom urged him to advance aod make 
a detDOnslratioc of force against the rebel, but io vain. 
At last the wasir begau his onward march on IS April 
aod reached the garden of Fakhru, outside Sooipat, 
where he learnt of Quth’s defeat at the hands of Adina 
Beg, and then moved on with the Kmperor to Fanlpat 
(19 April) 
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S 1<I. hmol wuttltnf tiif hixTiU'IA Kut’lin'-, 
ni I'oiiiftnl. 

In (Mn Iftst-icini'Ml ('ifr iUf wor^^t nmtinv oi’(lir 
iinpaul 6rihlic>iv tonk plai<<>. THo [^mlAkNalii eapMlix 
had bc''ii ncvorf'ly for tlicnr cowardlv 

before Qi\tb*« bantiftti niid tb«y had be^ii ><cnt 

lo Daihi >n din^race. They were iir>« reeallod from 
Dalhi to Funipat and orderod Co brhkfj; tbnir troops Co 
thn nniHCnr and roceive payment accordlnp; to CHo actual 
niitiiber of the rn-ii midtr Arms. To thU thev Had a 
rooted uvoreion n- U would stop their dl"honi>at sabs. 
On 2ird May aoiuo two liundh d and lifty of these Turki 
soldiera* ^thered before I mild a rc«tdeiioe (the family 
manaion of the late N'avab Lutfnllah Khan ^ildhi), mude 
I ro;/, and aeired the gate. When the waxie on hoariug 
the noUe eaisc out of hie Harem to im^airfi they suddenly 
made a riish» mobbed him» and dragged him on foot, 
half-dressed ae ha Cbcn wan with only a waiatcoat on. 
amid^ every kind of insult and abuse, through the 
ba^ar and atreetn, etpoaed Co tbe gaxe of high and low. 
When they reached tbe tent of their captain Ileiao lieft 
Khan, two miles awaVf further insult wan heaped upon 
tbe chancellor. Thoueandt of Bedakhshie crowded 
round bini, tore his garmeotto pieces, and even dealt 

* Sindsgb motloy at raniptc: TA/^S. 43^510. /)C. Sbtk!r 
70(prttent): ,lhr.. 1(M*11D. Sifor, iU. 5S. CMar r)u/mr iT? 
('Ibttr dlibaadneat a fA nthbotMo for Umu iaitUMa dfa t rfoa 
of t&afdar Jtor io bia war with Inad.'l 
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some blow< to HIk prrsoii. forcod him to sit down 

nnd flouted to him to cfti) for their due salary froui 
his hou^e Hud pay it theu aod there. Tho iafuriated 
soldiery would not listen to the messenfrers repeatedly 
sent by tlie Emperor entreating tlicin to desist. After 
he had undergone this torment for two boor!^ tbo wanr 
was taken out of tbeir bands by Hasan Beg ICban, wbo 
seated him on an elephant and conveyed him back to 
bis mansion. 

Arrived theret Inid changed Into a decent suit and 
promptly riding out with all his household troops and 
the coDtiogeota of Najih and Babadnr Kban Balncb, 
attacked the Badakbshis, proclaiming that bis/ollowera 
would be allowed to retain whatever plunder they took 
in the mutineers' caiup. The Badakbshis ded away 
before the Ruhelaa, abandoning all their property to 
plunder. Next day a force was sent to Delhi to arrest 
slay or e:cpel every Badakhshi found anywhere and to 
seite their houses. The same oontisoation was decreed 
against tho Badakhshi ofBcers posted in the jagirs 
assigned tO this regiment Thus, the Siudagb, the best 
troops of the empire, were broken up and the wazir was 
left utterly without the means of making a stand against 
Kajib Khan or any other enemy in future. 

§ 17. doings in JToS and ITolf. 

The bumbled watir made a prompt return to Delhi. 
Here be ameli out a plot for removing him from bis 
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liigli oRiue snd giviii;; it to ShujH-ud'dftulHli with th<* 
connjvAnc« of the usptive (''mpcror, who wa* t«]ck of 
the impotence anil poverty to wbirli IiiiacI’k domination 
bad reduced him. Th<* intermodUpy of the secret 
□egotiatious wa« Ali Quti Kliaii Diigheatani, au<l the 
inKtnjineiita of tho change itere to be Sunj Mai and 
Ahmad Bangaab. The wazir at once atrack at the 
alleged conspirators found in Delhi and t'xpelled even 
the suspected eu nucha from the palace. N’ext, in the 
Kmperor’a name he ordered Najib to expel Sara) Mai 
from his recent acquiaitions in the Doab. Xegotiations 
began by Xagar Mai for a peaceful s^'Ulement delayed 
Xajib's departure; but they uaturally failed throng 
Suraj Mai's insistence on ret^oing all that be had 
nsorped, and at laat Xajib wa^ givoa formal leave to 
march on 17 June. Peace was, however, made through 
^^gar Mare effbrte, about 10 July, on terms which ar^ 
described In chapter 2'i. {'Al/yS. 

In Decenber 1T&6, Imad marched up the houb from 
Luoi to Shamli, Kfdrana, and flamra-ghat. From the 
last place he sent to demand tribute from Xejsbat Khan, 
the aamindar of Knujpui^ At the end of this month, 
the warir, tehbg Prince AU Dauhar with bim, croaaed 
the Jarauna aod marched towards tbe Panjab by way of 
Pinipac aod Ambala, arriving at Sarhiod on 7 Feb. L75b. 
Here be halted, while bis ally Adiea Beg Kban took 
posaession of Labor by driviog away the Abdali agent 
His betrothed Umda the daughter of Muin, was 
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brought to iiifi fixioi I«alior on 4 Afrtivli, ji.iO Iot 
motKor Mu^hhlni Hpgonj on 'Js .\tjrrli, :i< w** '•liuil 

?<co ill 14. 1il4» ff'\\ (‘omiklcV'U* 

guccr^-fol in hi* Panjab onterpi'i“o, t!ui wa^'.lr tnriM?*! 
back from Mnchiwnrn on tlie 8»tlnj on 1 .Mav and runt^lied 
Delhi at the end of .7icne. 

A fortnigUt inter, he moved to T,uni with the 
Kcaperor to force the Riibi ln^ of the Ti'ans*Gange!4 
eoaotry to pay tbeir long withheld tribute; but nothing 
came of the the waxir'e &^fille^^'IDen made a 

row for tbeir aprear* of pay and closed the ferry from 
Delhi to Luoii while the musketeers of the Delhi palace 
garrisoB soiled the fort and com]))ete]y stopped all 
ingress aod egrest. 'Phis trouble raged throughout 
montb of August and the hrst half of September, 
detsiniog the waxir and the whole Coort at Luni. 
Afterwards the expedition was abandoned and the 
Emperor and wa^ir had to sneak back to DelhL 
\TALS. 75o-7^n.] 

leuid’s plan was to detach Abroad Khan Bangash 
from Shuja-udniauleb by transferring to tiie former 
Shuja’e provioce of Allahabad by an imperial letter-pateot 
Sbuja, on bearing of it, strengtheoed the defeoces of 
AlUd^abad fort and took poet on bis frontier with a vast 
force and a large park of artillery, to o|)pose bis eoemy*s 
vwssing. Ac tbU Ahmad Baogaeb “did not venture 
to iseus from bis own city of Farrukhabad aod gave 
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up tho iaea of going out to aseume the Hufashdari of 
AMnMr \TA/.S. 1%, h^I .N^gar Mai and 

ifajiU Kban now intorvound, the former keeping 
Sarej Mai back from going to ShujaV aa^iaUmce and 
the latter inducing Abmad ItengaHli to pnbliclv dibavow 
all desire for the Allahabad povince- So, pcaoe 
was Qjade, a 11 November I’fiK, when AbdaU waa 
already tbundcriDg at the weetero gate of India. 
Theae iDternal dissennions ceased, bnt no attempt wae 
made by the chiefs of the empire to unite and oppoee 
the alien invader. 
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CHAPTER XiV. 

TiJE Pan JAB, 17 53-17 59. 

§ J, MiujMfuU Bcjnm rryent of the 

WitU tho death ot Miriii-uJ-mulk, the ]af>t imperial 
governor of the province, in November 1753, dissolution 
began in the orderly administmtion of tho Pnojab. 
XVue, even in hia lifetime the peace of that frontier 
province bad not boon as ertcosive and unbroken aa 
under Zakaiiya Kban ; but Muin bad succeeded in keet^ 
ing his capital and a large belt of land around it intact, 
there had been no open defiance of the subahdnr’s 
authority by his subordinates, and be had persistently 
fonght the Sikh brigaiida and pruned their growth with 
the edge of his sword. By bis attenHon to the eejuipmeot 
and comfort of bis soldiery, his liberal rewards to his 
captains, and above all by his personal sharing of 
campaigns and cOmradorie with the Turk! soldiers (his 
own tribesmen] be had preserved his power and the 
respect of his people. Hia Una! defeat by the Abdali 
king and acceptance of Afghan vassalage had been, 
no doubt, a blow to his prestige ; but this hniniJiation 
he bad halved by sharing it with his master the Padishah, 
and the Abdali suzerainty meant in effect only the 
eendieg of the provincial tribute to C^andahar instead 
of to DeJlu. 



nfi4} MrCillLANI KP/UU'S YICKh Ti] 

OuriQg the four months’ viceroyalty of his iofant mi 
Muhammad Amio Khau (.Jjwuarn'—April I7n4), matters 
passed from bad to worse. The deputy goveruor. Mir 
Mumin iChan, though an oxpcricucod ci^l admiaietrator 
and universally respected noblo, could do nothing a^ all 
real power lay in the haodjt of the regent mother 
Mugblinl Began). AU evidence j^rees that the widow lost 
her charaoter along with her husbaod and was led by her 
eunucha, the Instrumonts of her pleasure.* Her 
wilfuloo.ee and caprice dl>oreditcd tl^e adminUtretiou, 
while her profligacy roii'<ed deep reaontmrQt end ahnme 
among her milftary olficere who came from the aame 
Central Asian stock as her husband and her father. 
EebelHon against such a degraded anthority became a 
point of honour, oo less than an object of pcraooal 
ainbicionj with her Turkish oaptaios. 

The visible break up of the Delhi empire and isv 
utter impotence againit the Afghan liiradors hud 
stripped it of the la^t shred of ri apeet ur claim to 
loyalty. Each general of Muia now thought of carviog 
oat a principality for himself and maintaining it by 
calling ap new recruits from the homeland of Uukhari 
or hiring the swords of the Sikh myriada ucar at hand. 

• (chulain All, L 36. Miekin 08>i0. ISiV On 23 Usrcli K^A 
her name ww coonected with that of the yoathhl ps^e 
Bader the uoa drcuusUnees as those of Aisba sod bsfvao ibn 
Moaual dari&K the retun from the Uaou Uosulik «spe<liiion m 
year C of the bijoa l^lfaUn 132.] 

14 '*’^ 
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Til 07 tliat thoir own rule wotild be wnrthitT atid 
more oonducive (0 the safety and happines>s of tiuur 
rotainere and subjects than the aiiarebv wbioli prevailed 
in Labor from Mughlaui Begaio'e folUes and vices. 

§ 2 . Jiefirtl/<wn affuiiis/ Mui/Man/ Bet/ffw 

fn the Ihifjak 

The enrlicHt to rebel her aiitlioritv was 

Bihkari Kbao (fUushao-ud-daulah, Rustuui Jang) who 
had been ^thc centre of aJl affairs of the province in 
Muin-ul-xnulk’s ticae*’ aud his dearest frieod, and who 
bad secured a rescript for the deputy governorship of 
the province from the imperial wa:<ir, which the Begain 
refosod to rocogaizo. But she sacoceded in seduuiog bis 
followers and puitiog bun in confinement ip her palace 
in charge of Kbvmjah Mirza Said Khan Qipobatj, about 
January 1754.* 

The next officer to r^e hie head in nmbitiou was 
(^aim Khap, ao lucoigraQt Turk, who had risen high by 
devoted personal attendance on Muin and had been the 
first to side with the Begara ^^alnst Bibkdri Khao. For 
this service, Mugblaoi bad conferred upon him the 
faujdaii of Pad in the Manjha country and lovingly 
called him her son. He recruited 500 foot^BoIdiers from 

• Whkftri KTisn : Uisku 86-^, 207 (mutderedj. TALK m. 
66a. Miuder, Ghnluo AU 26, ili* Mtaain SMt* <(4. 

Q&no Kbsa : iCstia S5 (eateta semce), d3*d0. Khviitb Utrsa : 
Uiskin. 92. ». ICQ-lCd TALS. tOa. 
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the BadAklishlinis newly fttriTM to aflok their bread in 
the Panjab, and 100 Turki cavnln*, b^aidca u fnree r>f a 
few thousand foot and horae and «oftie piece:« of cannon 
placed under him by the GovernraenL In his advance 
towards Tati, he encountered the Siklis, pive up all hi a 
300 Badakhahivnia and n>anv otltcr followers to slaughicr, 
and fell back towards Labor in ftbamefnl retreat Bot 
this disaster did not damp the foolish nanV ambition. 
He planned to win over ^,000 Sikh ftghtera by friendly 
negotiation and pay. ael*e Labor with their help, and 
then after enUattug more troops take Oelhi and make 
himself Padishah He was profuse in ofTeriiig in 
anticipation high poatn in his future empire to his 
friends, such as tlio cliuncellorship to a fiigiii'^^ 
penniless c:t-faujdaT of Sarhlnd and the im|>crial Pav> 
msstCT*Generabbip to the (uge Minkin, a lad In his 
15th roar, (^sim Khan di«tribiiteil thouKands of Rnpers 
worth of matchlocke an<l other arms and niatorinl to hts 
8ikb allies. This exhausted his trea>nry and h!f> ^oldiors 
began to dun him for their arresirs of pay. \i last ia 
utter despair they cut his tent ropes^ seiKsd and dragged 
him to the Begam, irho kept him under strict guard 
witbin ber palace enclosure. 

Soon afterwards, ber infant son Md. Amin Kban 
died (early in May 1754) and she threw caution and 
shame to tbe winds in the pursuit of pleasure. It now 
became eunuchs' rule at Labor. ^The diwan, hakh^ 
aod other mniarfi of the Government used to go in (ha 
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moraint; to the A\i1)ii1i<3ar to offer tbeir and then 

proceed to the office {ticorh^ of the Bcgam*^ palace and 
receive her orders tlirougli tlio euinicUs. Three euntichs 
took the lead io tbeee discusaioiie and became her oliief 
coofi<{aot«< in ad affairs groat aad smad. But the three 
never agreed ainoQg themselves aod constantly (|ua^eded, 
so that the affairs of tlie State daily declined.. .The 
public blamed these eimiicbs for everything that 
happened." fMishin, US.) 

In the midst of this confusion and decay, the captive 
BibHri Eihan took counsel with Khwujah Md. Said 
Khan. 'An a fissare had appeared in tbo family honour 
of tbe late Nawab," the ooly remedy that thc«c two 
favourites and coofldAnte of Kfuio and guardians of his 
memory coaid thiuk of was to invite Kliwajnh Miivii to 
come instantly, take the adminiatiation over in person* 
sad better the state of things at lyahor before the evil 
aad shame became irremediable. 

This Khwujah Mirm Khsn, aji U;;bak captaiu, li.'iil 
been the most trusted aod successful UeateoanC of Muio 
in bis campmgiis and bad ofteo been sent cut by him 
in independeut com maud against the Sikhs. 'With bim 
were SUO of bis closely related clansmeu. After Muio*s 
death be had at first sided wUb Bihkuri Kbao but had 
been won over by the Begam with the faujdari of 
Yamieabad aud had helped her to uodermine Bibkari's 
power and to arrest him. At Yaminabad he bad 
succeeded ia assertiog his aathority, iaflicUd some 
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delcAts on the Siklia, and nnnexed the laiida neiir about, 
Now, on reccivini; .Mnbamiuad Said’a sppeah Kv i*auie 
to lAWor by one ni|;ht’a fotci'd Timrch, rode straight np 
to the IkgAm’s pnlacc at dawu, cirt down the two porters 
who disputed his entrance, uid went inside. His 
^fug:halia troops, in concert «i*th the resident Turfci 
guards (previously corrupted by Md. Said), looted the 
paiaca ail day long and carried away lakhs of Ru])eeB in 
cash and things. The very eervaiita aad officials of 
MnghJin! Brgani did not escape this general spoliation. 
She betook herself to another house in utter helpJee8> 
noss (about December 1754.) 

Bihkliri Khan now pacified Khwnjah Mi»« and 
formed a pact with him, by which hiumin Klian was to 
remain the nominal subahdar of the Panjab as before, 
but the deputy goremorebip nf the province would be 
held and ibe entire administretloR conducted by Ilihkari 
Kbau. Khwajah 3ifir/il called oft his Mughal ia aoldicra 
from the plnnder, but ’not a piix*c of furniture or any 
other article waa loft in the palace by thi^ time.* The 
Begam was bronghi back to her official residence and 
a guard of Kbwajah Mirza's men posted at its gate. Next 
morning tbs Parbla (Oudb) artil1er\'mcn of the State, 
in a body seven thousand strong, marched out of their 
barracks to attack Kbiriijah Miru. But the Tuki 
guards promptiv shut the gates of the palace and kept 
the aassilants back, thus gain lag tzme for the other 
Mugb^lA troops in the city to aeaembJe and beat 
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the PiirblflA bfiok. Mu^hlAoi B(*gatn was now rcmnv<»J 
to ber sister’s house oq the city wall and conhnod 
there tioder 

Kliwiljah Mirai declared himself Bubahdar of 
l^ihor, pot on regal robee, gave titles of Khaa (lord to 
his chief followers, aad oalled upon tdl the leadlDg men 
of ^0 ^ty to ooifto and pay court to him. But he 
could not clfeotiTely control the odministration, nor 
secure the necessary revenue. lu a short time the other 
Tnrki generals, who r^arded themselves as bis e(|ual6, 
defied his authoiitj, and anarchy reigued in the capital 
of the Banjab, while the districts were resigned to the 
local magistrates or rebel leaders. 

S 3. Kktrajah AlMUih Kftnv fhr 

yorfntmetU of Lfthor. 

Mughlani Bcgaci, finding berself really a captive of 
the usurper, aeot out secret letters to Imad-xil-iunlk tho 
warir of Delhi and to Ahmad Shah Abdali at Qandabar, 
appealing to them to liberate her. Her mother’s brother, 
Khwajab Abdullah IChan (the younger son of the former 
governor Abdua SamadKhan, Saif-nd-daulah D had gone 
to the Durrani Court and secured an order on A man 
Xhao, Ahmad Shah’s agsnt in Pssbawar, to accompany 
Abdollah to Labor with a fores of 10,000 men of 
EjibnJ and Peshawar (bnt very few Durrania or 
Qirilbaehes) and restore the Begam to power. Kbwajab 
Mini ooald make no stuid against this force, and was 
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treachorouely impriKOijf*d wUli moxt of t)i^ jNTiijihuUa 
captaiita, by AraSn Khan during h viMt to t\mt Afgli&ti 
under ft promifte of eafoty.* Amlio Klian now cntonnl the 
defencelcsB city of l/ihor&nd bv beating all the AulifttHii- 
tial mca and condncting a ruthlcaa general piuiider, 
collected a large sum, and then left for Pealiawar, after 
installing Mughlftni Begam as eiibfthdar and Khwijah 
Abdullah as her deputy and liaading Bibkari Khan over 
to her. She at once bed him beaten to death bv her barem 
servants, cndng out, “The blood of the two (niv hu«hand 
atid son) is on too. This is your dn** rccomjM iiHo for 
it!” This happened about April ITT'.". 

The Mugbalia captains who had been tho vatise of 
the disorder and misrule in l*ahor ev<T sliiei* Nfuin'K 
death, were now dragg<'d away to prhon !ft t^ndabar. 
But it did not bring peace back to the Punjab. 
"KhwujuK Abdullah disliked having to obey a woman. 
He began to act of hU own will and collected ir> io !20 
thousand troop:^.*’ Tlie Begam too made preparation!- far 
a conflict and seduced many of these recruits. But her 
troops, ^ed by eunuchs, nay by eunuchs* servants," 
could make oo stand against Abdullah and fled sway 
after a short street encounter. Mir Mumin and the 
Durraai Residoat at Labor (Hidi Khto) then raediatod 
between niece and node, appeased the tumult, and 
aafely conveyed the Began) to her motbea^s bouse. 


* Ehj AbdoUsh; I£«Ha 106-110, TILS. 60s. Um. 62. 
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posing 50 Diirrlini soldiers to protect hor thore- 
Abdullali now the undisputed master of Labor 

(July i7r.r>o 

In tbo meantime, the news of the death of Muhammad 
Amio Khan (early in Mar I7ri4) had reached Delhi, but 
the Emperor Ahmad Shah vaa theo io the mideC of his 
fatal entanglemeot witli Imnd-ul-mulk and could not 
attend to Panjab afFalm. After the acccssioo of Alanigir 
II, the death of the titular aubahdar «a? formally 
communicated to the new Emperor and an imperial 
rescript was Issued appointing Mnmin Khan subabdar 
with the title of Mumia-ud-daulah, (probably in July 
17540 But, as we have already seen, this ofHccr 
waa ousted by the Begasi, and abe by Khwajah 
Mirra, and the last'Oemed by Khwajab Abdullah. 

I DC TALS. 59/MOOa.I Abdullah's rule waa tyran¬ 
nical. Kts m 0 J«t pressing need was that of money, 
and for it be left no kind of oppression unattempted. 
“Closing the gates of the city*, he plundered much from 
the inhabiUuta of Lahore both Bxndu and Muslim, on 
the plea of their having been aisocistes of Bihkuri 
Khao, and slew many people. Vast numbers were 
ruined. Grain and other stuffs became very dear.’’ 

§ 4. Khwqjah Abdullah fixpelled from Labor a>\d 

?^iig}dam Begam ma/k eapiire by hnad, I75G. 

But bis ancbority did not last beyond sis months. 
Kughl&ni Begem, finding her rival installed by Durrani 
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«nn« in her lawful scat, appealed to Imad-id-innlk, wlm 
had now become the all-powerful wa^rir of I Min. to 
rcacne her and marr}* her daughter Vrodn liegnm, who 
iiad been betrothed to hiui bv her father. Tbo wftxir. 
too. ooveted the province of the Pan jab. So, at the 
end of the year 1755, he aet out for Tjihor aod reached 
Sarlnnd on 7 h'ebrnary IT.')!!. In the moiiitiiDa Adiaa 
Heg Khan, the fsujdar of the Jaluidar doab under the 
Governmeat of Labor, had made Himself ao independent 
power by raising a vast army (fimoured to be One 
iakb of horse and foot), inchidiiig many Sikha, with 
a strong park of artillerr and swirol-guns. After 
defeating (^utb Sliab, tbr ueiirpor of the Sarhind district, 
in a battle at Pupar (II April I7r>rr), he liad ocoupled 
Sarhind and the coautrv up to ThnneshKar. The wacir 
woii glad to leave him id iiQdi»>turi>od adninistraticD 
of this country, as bo realized tiint only the strong arm 
of Adina Bog couM ki<cp order lu tlmt tnict, ac» full of 
refractory landowners, while the wa/ir's owo niiUtary 
force and resources were <|U)te iiiade<|nate for the 
purpose. Aud oow, at the beginning of 1T50, while 
the waxlr was marching on Labor, Adhia wrote to bua 
not to advance bevood Sarbind, but to send ooJj a 
small party of hia followers whom Adina woald 
strengthen with 10,000 troopers of his own under Sadhj 
Beg K!han and help to capture I.Ahor by stratagem. 

This force reached Labor by rapid marches, rode 
through the city in full military pomp to the B<^;am'e 
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residence pter mntJtcr’s house], And uext paid a vidt 
of courtesy to Abd«Uah» who however guessed out tlicir 
object and at iiightfaU fled away to tbe damn h\\h, 
abandouittg the city (middle of 'lanuaiy 1750.) Xett 
aoriung Mnghlani Begaco, beating her kettlc-dni(se« 
rode in triuioph through the city, reoccupied her oflioiat 
residence, and took up the gorcrnnient of the province 
once more. After a month, on completing her prepara¬ 
tions she sent her daughter with an escort of 5,000 
troopers and dowry and presents worth? of her high 
rank, to Imad’e camp near Sadiind, where she arrived on 
4th March.* 

Mughlani Begam^s triumph, however, was shortdived. 
Imad could not tolerate her doings. Site wrts, after 
all, a Miialim woman, but used to do (ho work of a 
provincial governor in the mauner of males, before the 
public gaze. This part of a virago that she played, 
quite apart from the stories about her loss of character, 
was felt as a persoiml disgrace by load, because she 
was his mothcr^B brother’s wife and also bis prospective 
mother-in-law. His family bonoar demanded that she 
should be removed from Labor, where she was enjoying 
unbridled liberty of action. A more sordid motive is 
said by some writers to have miagled with this feeling, 
namely greed for the hoarded wealth of her late 
hu^nd. 


7ALS. 470 - 48 , 6(lo, Sde ; Uiilna n4-U9. />(?. 
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S 0 | {m^ Kent Hftyyirl .famiUud-din Khan ^ith lo.ooo 
liorBcmon oud ten eimnchK tn kidnap h<T. ‘I*lii« 
Jamil'iid'iliu liod been a favonrite lieat<*nant of Muui-itU 
muik, and had commanded the contingent sent by that 
governor to Delhi to asai^t the Emperor in bU war 
mtb Safdar Jang in 1763. He had woo the good 
opinion of Imud by devoted semce under bla eyefc 
And now, by a continuoua rapid marcb^ JamiUud^in 
reached Labor before any one could know of bia 
approach^ encircled the Begam’s manaion, forced her 
upon an elcpliont, and sent her oft to the va^lr'a camp 
at Machhiwara, where she arrived on :^3th hfareh. All 
her property waa eeued. Mir hinniin, 'the leadii^ 
nobleman of Lahor*^ wa.*^ again appointed enbahdar of 
the Fanjab, with Sayyid JamiUnd-din as bis deputy and 
aotnal governor. The Sayyid waa an hooeat (iod* 
fearing and experienced man ; he administered the 
province justly, iu strict accordance with tlie Islninic 
CaDon Law, punished ofTcnderA without fear or favour, 
and tried to tnaiotain peace aa far ax he could with the 
actoal mueter out of the ’>,000 Mngbal soldiers aasigoed 
to the province on paper. Ho sought to lower tb« 
unfairly eobaoced price of grain by publicly dogging 
the headman oftho markets, and led some expeditiona 
against the Sikba, whom be defeated after sevoe 
fighting.* 


f 


• TALS. 066. Klikia I20>ldi. JAa. 106. Sukir 
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§ 5. AMali of Iki' PanjaJt, Oct. 17 

Hia rule too <lid not lft*t more than six months. 
KhwSjah Abdiillali, who had lied away before Adioa’s 
troops^ went to (^odahar and brought away a strong 
Afghan force uncl<?r Abdali^a general Jangbuz Khin, 
by promlaiog to recover the Paujab from the bauds of 
the Delhi Ooveramerit’s agents and restore it to the 
Abdali. With bim came Khwlijah Mirxa and other 
Turki captains of Mu in who had so long been held 
captives in (^aodabar. 

Sireogtbened by a force of Afghans of Peshawar 
under Abdas Samad Kbao^ the detachment arrived near 
Labor, Sayyid Jamil-ud-diu appealed to Adioa Beg for 
xelnforcecDCuts^ but io vaiu. Adina durst not provoke 
the Diirritui power by standing up against it and so 
the governor retreated from Labor to join Adina. A 
wild terror arnzed that city ; the inhabitants remembered 
the atrocities of the former Afghan occupation. £vmv 
one who bad acythiog to lose lied away, abandoning hia 
property, as tnusport animals and porters wore very 
scarce. The fugitive populatioo swelled tbo train of 
their governor tUl they reached Adina Beg’a camp in tbo 
Jalaodar dcab, because a rumour bad spread that Ahmad 
Sbah himself was coming to wreak vengeance on the 
Delhi wazir for having carried off Mughlaoi Begam, 
whom the Duirnni kiug used to call hia daughter aad 
whom be had posted as his agent in I^hor. The 
invaders entered the mty on 4 October 175b. Many 
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of th(» I^or fiigitiTOK JiH'fiipd it )mKafe to KtAv $iMV> 
whcro uoarpr than Dolhi IMiskin TM.^. mV/.| 

Thus Khwajaii Abdnllah wea inHUillod in 

authority at Ijilmr by l^nrmnt anns, with Khwajab 
MirzS Khan as his Jieutaiiant His Afgitan alHes roamed 
through tho city, pUiodoring whatever th^y could lay 
baode op, without any check. While an eiiruy of (be 
Durriini Sbah samcd (lAlaudar Beg Khau visited Delhi 
(end of October) to di'ioand satisfaetion for I load’s 
attack upon his lna^'terV aathoritv at I^bor, the loain 
.Afghan aruiy set out to invade India opcc more. In 
the middle of Noverober Ahwad Sliah himself r<>aohed 
Peshawar,* his vaoptiard led by Timur Shah arrived at 
Hasan Abdal and pushed a detaclimeiit on to the citv 
of Gujrat to collect provision'* for (he main anny about 
to follow. Deilii itself wa« known to be Ahdalis 
objective this time. 

I'ho Afghan invader:^, pas>*iiig through and plunder* 
ing Yamiosbad end Ihitaln, advanced upon .Vdiiiu Iteg’a 
camp at Jo)alflba<l (Jo m. e. c. of Auirltsar.) The 
Beg Hod away ^rith hir« faiuily and darnil-iid-din and 
Sadl({ Beg, abandoning his camp and baggage to 
plunder; by way of Xnrisahal, Sodra and Tliara be 
reached Hansi, while the Afghan commander-m-ebief 
Sardir Jahin Kbsn occupied the Jalaodar doab up to 

* AbdaJi erosM the lodai at (St Xer.), plaodsn 

BataU and Aduuigsr {18 Dee.), sad eoten Labor (Sd !>««.) £*€. 
Itaj, ri. TA/^ d5a. 
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bank of tbe Satia} without a blow (ctfiy in 
Decomber.) ‘From I^bor to Sarhind not a village 
wa9 left teoaotod, all mon, high and low, having Ucd 
away.’* Towards the end of this month, au Afghan 
detachment under Hasan Khan crossed the Satlaj and 
occupied Sarhiud, which had been vacated by its 
inhabitaotB. Jabdo Kbao, with the vanguard, arrived 
near that city ^out 5 iTaouary 1“ 57 and then pualicd 
on towards Delhi by way of Panipat. From lAhor 
Ahmad Shah sent threatening letters to the Hajah of 
Jamu, who made peace by paying a large. sum. The 
A^ban king then crossed the Satlaj. about 10 Jannaiy, 
and, marching two stages behind his van, arrived 
before Delhi on 23rd January, 175?.* His doings there 
will be narrated in chapter 15. 

§ 6. Tiwur Ska}/ appoii/M ns Abdali'n p0f'ern/>r 
of ific Panjab, I7S7. 

Gorged with tbe plunder of Delhi, Mathura and 
Agra, Ahmad Shah set out from Delhi at tbe beginning 
of April, OQ his return homewards. During bU stay 
in India Mugblaai Bsgam had risen to bis highest 
favour. She had been chosen by the Delhi Emperor 
and bis wazir aa their mediator with tbe Abdoil ; she 
bad divulged to tbe invaders tbe secrets of all the 
Doblea of Delhi, guiding tbe Afghans to the hiding 

* Abdtli’s cooqnest of tbe ?sajab(l^): rAL& 

MdtiD 
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pla<!C Df every oohIcV treasure And Mifoniiution 

HA to tU^ eMict Auioiint of woaUh that couUl be p^iir(>/< d 
out of each : and «ho bnd been Ahmad ^hah> a^ciit in 
procuring the virgin tribute that was exacted for Iiitii 
from tbe impenal family. She lied presented him 
with costly jewels on her own behalf. There waa 
DOthiDg that the Afghan king could refnM to her. In 
high delight be had cried out, “Kitherto I had s^led 
you my daughter ; but from today I sbaJ) call yoa mv 
mif and give you the title nf Snltao Mir*£,“ He 
pre.-ented to her the very cap, aigrette, coat and other 
vestments that ho wna then wearing : there could be no 
more exalted kJn/nf than these. 

At the anmo timOi the Afghan king proinieed to 
Mughlnni theJalaadar do ah. dHinu aod Kaabmir 

AH her Kef a. She sent Bg<*nfa to thexo places to entablixh 
her own goveroment, and invited Adina Beg to come 
out of bis retri'at and admiiu'^ter the Jalaodar d<>ab a>i 
her deputy. But she was soon undeceived. Ahmad 
Shafa liad annexed the Sarhiiid distri<*ta« the dowry' of 
Alamgir's daughter Mnhainmadi Begani, who had been 
married to bia son Timur Shah, and at tbe tiiBe of 
withdrawing from India he decided Co leave this prioce 
as bift viceroy in the Paujab.* An iodepcDdeot 

• Tinut Shah'i flnt viceroyalt; of kaboe: tCetia. )4^J70. 

As Adina Beg defaahed is pacing the tnbtftB o( .liiandar 
doah. Ttmur Bhih^a wanr tbrvw DUirin (the agent of Adtna at 
the labor aabahder'B Ooort) laCo prfaon. Mofiliai Bemm Mood 
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authority Ukc Mirghliiti oonld Dot bo allowed to bold 
tile Jnlandar doab and (hua iitterpoee a break betwect) 
Ijakor aod Snrhmd, nor could tho Pan jab proviuco be 
abom of its northern bill territorica, Kaabmir and Jamu. 
He, tbereforo, revoked Lia gift and told Mi^hlaoi to 
take instead jagira worth Ila. 30,(100 a year elaewhere 
from Timur Sbah. This abe refused to do, but followed 
Ahmad Sbah to the bank of tbe (Jhen^, vainlv impJor> 
ing biin to give her the terntorica (irst promised. Thence, 
by way of S^lkot ahe returned to l^hor, where thi^ 
unreaeooable woman passed some time, dunning Timur 
aud exaaperatiog bie waxir Jahan Kban by the vtoleoce 
of ber wrangling. Her obbtinacy only humiliated 
her and brought down upon ber head poverty and 
seoro io a dty which she bad once ruled with aovereign 
power. A beggar canact dictate the nature cf her aims. 

The young prince Timur Shab was left in Labor 
aa viceroy with his father'a ablest gecers) Sardar Jabin 
Ehaa aa bis guardian and warir. The backbone of his 
armed force con elated of 10,000 Peraiau troops of hie 


aeeohty for the pa;meoe of tfae ei< lakbe doe from Adina sad 
tbos eflwted l^lanm’a release. Tbea ahe adriaed to flee 

from X^bar at aigbt, go Co AdinaandprocOTe the laopey. aa bU life 
at Labor vaa oiede iatolerable by tbe Afghani coDitaatiy beating 
Un for paf meot. Dot Adina did not pa; tbe money, ud ibea 
tbe Afghan waair beat the Began with iticke with bia own head 
serenly l For S days abe wae kept cooftoed in a ama)! room and 
uaepeakable oppmaioa waa done to her. [Hiakio, 170.} 
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Fathoi*« army. Bat Jaliin Kiiaii enli^trd Iiidia^boni 
aoldicr« (tu the lower scale of yvav prevailing in tliin 
country. Tliif* wiliury Ktrengtli and the terror of the 
Abdali king who atood br^hliid hi« sou, imposed peace 
sod ord<T on that unhappy province after the late chaos. 
"Justice was done in the capital and the districts, and 
the roads became safe for traffic once more." Timor 
had the wisdom to lease* out the govemincnt of the 
Jalandar doab to Adinn Beg for lakhs of Rupees 
a year, conceding to Idiu the privilege that he would 
not be rc<p«recl to attend the viceregal Ponrt at I^hor 
but would be represented there by hi« former frrrkit 
Dilamm. Ii> fact, Adlna Beg imil administered tliat 
doabforsucha long time, -ever Mnre Abdne Samad 
$aif-ud*daiiiaL*s regime,—aud established siieh local 
influcneo there, especialIv bv his understsading with 
the SikJiH, that it was recc^nb^C'd on all hands that he 
was the only man who could keep that territory in order 
and extract anv reveuiie from it | Minikin, 11>7.] 

After thus settling the new adaunietration, Jalian 
Khan plaooed to cut off a laigc I tody of Sikh rebels vbo 
bad assembled at Amritsar for a religious bath, and, aa 
was their usual prSpCtice, had taken to plunder aod 
violsoce. Two divisions, under Haji Atai Khac aod 
the wazir, were ordered to coo verge upon the dtv aud 
attack the Sikhs simultaneously. But Atai Chan delayed 
his march, so that when Jahaa Khan approached 
Amritear with 2,000 horMaan, he was nnsuppoiied 
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&iid bad Co mocC the fiili £orc« of tho Sikh attack. 
“Many of our men turned to Her, but the SikliK iiad 
left thorn no path to esoapo by, hod they had to return 
to onr group. We fought in desperatioD. Then HajL 
A&i arrived and put the Sikbs to flight Tbe victors 
gave chase, occiipied Amritoar, and slew five Sikh 
icfaQtryrtien who wero standing on guuxi before a 
screened door"—evidentJy the shrine of tlieir Hoi? 
Book. I Misk in, 18 2. | 

§ 7. SfMk's fidminuimfio/t hi mJ^ 

dokn. It4 causes. 

Timur governed the Punjab for one year, from May 
1757 to April 1758. But thin fair prospect of the 
ragn of law and order iu the Pnnjnh was soon over* 
oast Two Afghan troopora when coming from Sarhind 
to Lahor, were killed in the territory of the fort of 
Budha E^mdas. Jahio Khno at once sent some baililfs 
to compel the headman of the plaee to produce the 
colpribi. These men, following tbe Persian practice, 
beat him so liard that he was brought to death’s door> 
and saved his Hfe only by escaping at night to aome 
uuknowu village. The entire Sikh comm unity felt 
insulted by this outrage on the headman, who was a 
notable relij^ous guide (Baba) and a rich revenue farmer 
too. “From that day the peace and orderly rule which 
had been recently eatabUebed io the eonniry disappeared 
and the Sikhs rose in rebellLon on all four sides." 
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Tlie iniBcUipf waji only ftjjgmvatcd by the 
to allay U. Adiuu Hnp had Hec«'pt<Kl the pivcriiorKhip 
of tho dalamlur (Jc'ab on the expro^ condition of not 
being rcijuircKl to prci*!'!!! Iiiiuaclf before Timur Shah. 
But BOW the viceroy, in despair, preseod him to come 
to l^hor and devise means for subduiog the 8ikha 
Adina Hady n^fueed, and when diroatened for his 
contumacy, Aed away to the Balwan Balfan) hills. 'In 
consequeoee of it, utter diporder hproad throu^oot 
the Panjab. Tlio wwir Jahiln Kiiau sent Saiafri* 
Afghnii of Attoek and Cihufmn Kijan tiv governors to 
Jalandar uiid Kashmir i'e>.pce(iv<‘ly, bnt both of 
them returned defeated in tUo course of a 

moQth. I’ttor lawieNitiesa prcvailod. Every force 
that was scat out bv Timur waj< defeated. Even the 
environs of hU capital were not pafe. Every night 
thousands of Sikhs need to assemble and plunder the 
aaburb» Iving nutpide tho walla of l«abnr ; but no fi«TC** 
was seat to repel them, and the city gates were kept 
closed bv wav nf proeautloa !"• This was the sad 
slate of thiiiga from Koveoiber 1757 to February' 1T5H. 
“The Sikhs galliering togecbor. by our If. • Manthal 
advice, began to upset Abdali’s rule ; from some place 
they expelled hU outposts. They defeated Sadat Khan 
Afridi, plundered all the .lalandar doab, tad forced bim 
to tioe to the hilla By order of the subahdar, Khwajah 


* Viskin, IdMTO. Adlna uita^i^d.-’Chatan All. i o4. 
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Ub&id Khan tdtoo from Lnlior witJi ii0,00n hoiRo and 
foot to fight the Sikiis. In the cud he wa»( defcnt'*d, 
CD&Qv of hie captains wore elalu, all hi^ camp and baggage 
were plundered all the urtillcrj behind by Abdali 
was captured." \^^PD. iL K3.| 

^ X, P/rsf Maralka iiivfithu of the l^utjnhy 

Adiim Beg had no doubt succeeded In repelling 
TSmiir Sliah’o general Samfrax Khan in hU invasion 
of JaJaodar doab. But bis armed force war* only 
10,000 men, and he doubted if he would be to 
defeat freah attacks by superior force* of Dnrwni troop*, 
or sa've his people from the atrocities of these ruthless 
foreign soldiery. So, in Uel]>1e*Bues*, he opened 
aegottations with RaghunSth R. 10 , the Pesliwa'a brotliev, 
then posted near Delhi at the head of a vast anny, ;ind 
called the Maratbas to his defence, promising to pay 
them one lakh of Rupees for every day of marching 
aod half that amount for each day of bait during their 
presence in hie fnujdari.* 

In August 1757 a large Marafha army under 
Raghuoath Rao with Malhar Holksr and some other 
generals bad arrived near Delhi as the ally and maatcr 
of the warir Imad^ubmulk. They fought and drove 

• Baghunsth Rao'e invMion of the Psnjsb ; &&krin, 171*]SS. 
Ohalsa Ah, i. ^7. TALS. IM. 10#* 17S« (retoro.) 

3PD. a. * 1 . 7& uc. in, lie, iso. xt?ij. i48. 220 . m Mh. 

1S8. ffutam Sfufa. U46. 
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N*Ajib-i2d-daubU out <>f i)elhi (H Spp.f, uiJ for the mrxt 
four months pov«d tLroijpli the ooiinlr)* roumJ i>ollil 
plundering the innrkote uiid oxacting enntributious from 
the Inodo^K^rs. Thoir euccess in tjikiog away Najib’s 
jagir of Sabaraiipur einboldcDod thorn to Calk of advooc- 
ing Co Lnhor and wresting that provioce froco Abdali's 
son. On bearing of it, Abdus Saitisd Khan Mohaand, 
a natwe of Che Peshawar district nod Abdsli’s faujdar 
of Sarliind, collected a largo force and advanced to 
ThSneshwar, whore he was joioed by Xajtb’s son ; but 
the Peccants >Urank from advancing into the Panjsb or 
even lighting him whore be wns (Oct. 17.57.) Then, 
afCer raiding many places in Che G angelic doab, Mai bar 
rocrossed the .laumna (eod of Drce.inhcr) and laid siege, 
to Kuajpara (7.5 milcK north of Delhi), planderiog the 
country from Delhi up to ThMcahwar. 

This close approach of the Marathsa to Strhind 
greatly alarmed Abdus Samad Khan. Ke was at that 
time absent from his headquarters on n punitive 
expedition against .Ala Singh. At the end of March 
1757, wbea the front division of Abdali’a anny uodtf 
Priaee Timor wa« traoaporting the plundered wealtii of 
Delhi to l^ahor, this Ala Singh in concert with other 
Sikh robbers had barred his path at Santwar (hetween 
Ambala and Patiala) and robbed him of half hij treasures, 
and i^aiu attacked aod plundered hioi at Ualer Kct. 
8o great had been the suooeaa of these brigands 
that rumour had magallied it into the prince's captivity 
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aod evm death at thetr haacbt. When, next month, 
Abd&ll huDself with hies rodn armj retreated bv 
route, A)i Singh had ahruiik from provoking him. iti 
December Abda» Samad invaded SuoSm (40 m. s. w. of 
Patiala) in the temtorv of Ala Singli, and imposed a 
fine on hiru. Hearing of Malhar’s approach the faujdar 
quicklj settled that bnsinese, hastened back to Sarbind 
(12 January 1758), and act himself to repairing its fort 
walls and digging defensive trenches round the citv. 
But 31alhar turned back from KuujpurS after exacting 
Ave lakhs, aod Sarhind was saved. Just at this time, 
when Malhar^s women were on a visit to Thanesbwar 
and Kiiruksbctra for a religious bath, a local force of 
Abdus Sam ad besieged them in Shuhibid, but the 
Maratha escort fought well, slew many of the Afghans, 
and captured their horses (middle of January.)* 

A month later the Maratha invasion of the Fanjab 
began. Tbdr toain army under Raghunath and Malbar,— 
whose strength rumour swelled to two lakhs of men,— 
reached Sarlund and laid siege to it, while their 
raiding bands spread all over the district, plniideriug 
the villages around. Adina Bpg with his own troops 
and a hired force of profeseiou&l Sikh freebooters from 
the west of the Satlaj, crossed that river and joined 
the Marathaa before Sarbind. After a few days' 
exchange of guniire, Abdus Samad found hie position 
onteoable. In trying to escape he was wounded and 
* S^ade. L ps^ TAIS }50^1&la. 
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captorcd, wUli Jangbu Klian and otbiT Afchxn 
captains, but well tr<*atf>d by IbighuiiHtli {2l Mureb. 

‘Tbe Maratlias mid Sikha ao tliorungbiy loot<>U .Surliiiid 
city th&t cone of it» inhabi(anr», lilgh ur I<»w. lu&Jo f>r 
foQialc, had a cloth left on lii^ person. I'ulllug the 
bouses down, tbej carried off the timber aod dug the 
floors up for buried mooev." lb4^. Miakio, 1“3.| 

Flushed wUli thin ea^v Tictorv, the allies advaoced 
towards Labor, in the meantime, at the flrat news of 
the defeclion of Adina Iteg and the movement of tbe 
Mantlius. JhIuui Klian had got a force togi'tber and 
advanced to liatald in eight <laya. hVom this place be 
detached 2,000 home under Vuauf Khun to enter du* 
doab and scout for inle]]igenee, each day roviitg 20 
miles on the right or left aide of the rond, or is frooL 
After some weeks this foro<« learnt that ^hind had 
fallen : they rapidly withdrew from the doah, and in 
two days recrrvHsed the Ilias at Rnbila ghat, and joincsl 
Jabnn Khan. That general fell back on dalMlabad, 
where he halted for eight day«, but «n learnuig that the 
Marutlias had crossed the ^atlaj and ('iiter<'d the doab. 
he ninde a forced retreat to lAbor in four days. 


^ 9. ifr/mfftrts tMi ti/jy Lfthnt cx}irl Afykatui. 

It was impossible for Timar Shah to defend I^hcr 
against the myriads of Maralhaai the fort out of 
repair and InaufRcicntly provbiooed with frod aud 
material ; the Sikh population throughout the province 
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WAS hostile, hU reliable tioope, Af^^hans ai)d IVr^iaD 
Turks, numbered only a few thonaande, and there wn« 
no hope of relief from Ahmad Shah who was troubled 
by riaiogs In Khurasao and liad to pyi tliere la peraon 
with all hie forces. So Timur decided on flight 
(c. IH April.) Setting np a temporary camp on tbe other 
bank of tbe Ravi, he and his Durrani followers loaded 
their property io carts and sent it by repeated trips 
from the city to this camp. Brerv one was bnsv in 
preparing for tbe e.^oduB \ Qooe thought of making a 
stand or guarding the city. Next dar news came that 
^e vanguard of the iovaders under Adina Beg aod 
^CAji Piygud^ had crossed the and arrieed 

twelve miles north of Labor. That day at noon Timur 
abaadooed hU capital and crossed over to the camp, 
bis warir following him. Throughout that day of 
evacuation, utter confusion and terror reigned in the 
maaterless city ; but Tahmasp IChaa (])ea-name Misliit), 
a former page of Mulo-ul-mulk, on his own ioitiativa 
shut the city gates and patrolled the streets all night. 

At about nine o’clock next moromg, 500 Maratha 
horsemen and a hundred Mughalia troopers of KLwijsb 
Mirzi under 'Xshur Ali Khan, appeared at the Delhi gate 
of Labor. Miskin at once opened tbe gate aod entrusted 
tbo city to their care. A dsy later E!hira)ah Mir» 
Mmself arrived with 1,000 Magballa and 10,000 Msratba 
boras. But early in that morning Timur Shah had 
marched away from his Camp towards Kabul, after 
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s^ttin;* fir^ to tU^ hc>api* of appskrcl ftiul other thlogH thnt 
hf* could iiftt carrv nodl<4ivlii]Z behind hjin a >‘mali roac - 
^iiard uiijer Mir Ilsxar KImn. KItwajah Mlrza oro*«»vd 
the Riiv! and atUockod thii ftircc, wincli Hod while light¬ 
ing, but waa nnvi*lopcd by the cloud of Maratha Mg)it 
horse and itK leader taken prinoner. At this Timur 
qiuckcRfd his pace. Jahaii Khan at first baited at 8ai€i 
Kunchi, 3^ miles norfb-wcKt of Labor; but Kbwajah 
.SEirn, who56 force had now been trebled by reinforce¬ 
ments from L«)i<»r, came up with him. Lack of artillery 
prcTf'uted him fr^m ‘‘tiwininc thi* *.ami, and taking 
adN-antagc of this respite, •Inlmu Kli-^n aUpped out of 
the place, and found n ifctv bv oro^ii^jtig the f'liciub near 
NVasirabad. The depth "f the river and the hurry of the 
Hight preveoted Timur Kluh fr.Mu hiking to the other side 
any but liis Du^Tani clansmen. .\l! his other troops,— 
Uxbak, t^lsillMsh nnd Afghan, as well as his entire camp 
and ba^.igc, wen* left bcliind on the oa«Corn bank of the 
i'hei^ and fell )uti> the hands of the Maratliaa aod 
their Panjabi allies. "The spoilK were shared between 
the Marathas and Adioa Beg. Khwajab ^Eiraa aod his 
troops thus became very rich. Kvery day some Ceatnd 
Aeiac horses came to head. He eatiat^ the captured 
I'xbak and (^UilbSah soldiers and officers b bis owa 
army." |Miskio, 17d.j 

The Marathas did not venture to carry the war aoross 
the Cheoib, becauss the river was too deep for fording 
and the ooootiy beyood it waa mostly tenanted by 
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Afghau supporters of tlie Duirun: cause.* Uhor was 
captiircd about 10th April 175^. Itaghunath passed ono 
entire month there. Ke wUcly roaUxed that as his own 
troops couid not be induced to ganison a province so 
distant from their hone and subject to such severe 
winter, and as the uoiverbal robellion of the Sikhs made 
its direct administration by Maratha ofBcers impossible, 
the ob)}* means of kceptag the Panjab in uominal 
allegiance to the Maratlm power and getting any j’cvetine 
out of it wa.'i to entrust it to Adina Beg, who had a very 
old oodersfanding with the Sikhs aud possessed the 
experience of many years’ successfal administration of 
that conotry. So, Adina Beg was given the viceroyalty 
of the Panjab on promising on annual tnbatc of *5 lakhs 
of Rupees. After this settlement, the Maratha chiefs 
and their soldiers msrclied back towards Delhi, ariiviog 
at Sonepat on I4th June. Adioa Beg went back to 
his home in the Jalaiidar doab, leaving his soo-in-law 
BniwSjab Mirza Khan to govern Labor as his deputy,+ 

* Not a single Slsratha soldier crossed the Chenib. The 
issertioii ibnt tbs ^fsrstba standards vere carried sp to the Indoa 
at Attoclr, is sn Itmoraot bosst. 

t SPO. sxviL 218. .V/u. 128. Frora this p<4nt tbr historian 
loses the prieaary source for Pao|sb bistor>', namely, ibe anto 
hiogrspby ol the 'fiye*wUorss' Misldn. who now left labor In the 
eODpaoy of Adina B«k and henceforth wrote of l^faor slfsim 
01 ^ 00 beamy. 

Drslh of Adies Beg and adamistration of Kbw^h Mir4i: 
tfwkin IBS, IW. TAl.S. ePD. ii. 96. 
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I(nt thi>i noiniiml Manvthti Ufksiiintition ptvi* iin 
t(» til'* Adina B<?}; Kb in iMijnyt'd Inn 

gtorv for Hvc iMontU- only- Oh l^S Ovtobor 17r»sJie 
died after n prnl<*vnged illness und In tin* fuluesii of 
Imnicdiatviy aftcrwcrUei confusion broke out 
in the Pan jab at the disappearaoco of the atrong aod 
elnver band that bad held the realm id order for ao 
maoy years. The vaair Imad-ul'rotilk tried to eacbeat 
the dead subahd&r’e property to the Stat<’, but be ivas 
prevented by a Maratlm force which tlic retreaibg 
Rnghunldi had hurriedly sent up from Malwa 
(November.) -Vt Lai)or, Khwajtib Mirxa Khon now 
eogaged in goveruing the province at* NC)l>tantivo 
gubalidar. "The Sikhe were auch r<*bcis and robbers 
that the governor could imt cope with tbeou" Maratha 
arRii(*a one after anoiher reached (./ahrir and ita districts 
Hhd took up (heir po^ts. llcyond the dhiliun some 
Afghans and Gnkkhnrs in concert looted the Gnjral 
pargana aod croaecd ov<*r to the oast bank uf this river. 
KhwSjah Mirxa with a hand of cuiae up from 

I^bor, defeated and drove them back aeross the river. 
He followed thccn to the other bank and entreacbed. 
But Afglians and Gakkhars reappeared in vaster 
ouioberK aod defeated him there. Od hearing that 
Maratba armies were inarchiog up from L^or to bis aid, 
tbc Afghans shrank from combg ever to the eastern 
bank of the JhUam again, (evidently in December 1758.) 
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The Sindkitu in thfi S*anjtth, 1759. 

Bni Khwijah Mini's worst raeinios wore at homo. 
‘'TJse Qizi I bash captains of Temur's armj whom he had 
captured land afterwards enlisted] made a coalition 
with the Marathaa. From amoof them, thdr leadbf^ 
captain, MirsS Ahmad Khao, made bimself subabdar 
of I^hor, and the second highest, Salih Khao, that of 
Mnlian, Tbe^ paid some monev to the Maralbas in 
cash and promised more, and placed Khwajah Mirsa 
and his brother Khwajah Said Khao in confinement.” 
(Mishin, 104.) Tliis aoardiy in the Paojab and ruia of 
the Maiatha intereaCs there induced the Peahwa to 
aeod a strong force to that province under the able 
and spirited Dattaji Siadhia. This general reached 
the eastern bank of ^e Satlaj in the first week of 
Apnl and halted at Maohhiwari for about three 

weeks. Here Adina Beg*a son came and saw him and 
paid some money on acoouot of the tribute due from 
his father. By his advice, Dattaji sent Sa^ji 
Sindbia* with an army to Labor to take over tbe 
govern orehip of the province directly into Maratha 

* A HATStiii letler freo Delbi {SPIK U. ICO] vriUea t Uay 
•eya Jaekoji reealled fiaMji fiooi Labor sad ordered Nam 

Shaabar Bet we Bed Sfbtji Mteally lernog aa gorenor 

ed tbe PiDjab uU the ezpeknn of (he Warathw In October 
a«cl, TiL&. 8Q5h aaya Utas /iokeji woaeed the Hedaj and 
eawed the Jsltndar doeb; but the Uamhl rteorda prove that 
he tvaed hack frea Msehhiwara to Delhi wikhoQt eroeaiOK the 
SeU4 
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bands. ^Od finding that ia X^or and arnund it the 
Sikhs w«ra predominant and comtoaoded a vast fori’e, 
making the co(i<]iie8t of the Paajab difficult, Dattaji 
tuTued back towards Delhi.” | 205^.] 


§ 11. J^naf Mjdfili eoiiz/ucif of ihe Panjah. 

Tbia second Maratha occnpatioo of Labor lasted 
barelj six months, bnt tbe terror of the vast forces 
of Dattaji Ijing within eeaj call of Sabaji. caused tiiat 
gOTeroor to be obi'ved hj all the chiefs aud laodholden 
of the province. At the ead of August ^biji beet 
back an invasion of Jahin Kban from Peshawar. Tbe 
A^ban general lost bis son and many of bis troope 
in killed and wonaded, and himself retreated with 
wouade across the Jodas. IDC, bat Kaj. vi. 378 credlta 
tbe Sikhs with achieving this victory.) But the soeoe 
changed early in October nojt, when news came that a 
strong Durrani army under Jal^n Khan as coiniuandei> 
io-ohief bad crosMcd the Indus and was oar<^mg 
towards I.eibor. By this time Dattaji was inextricably 
involved in the siege of Shukartal, 70 miles east of 
Panipat, and SalMjl finding himself too weak to 
confront the Afghans fell back from Labor. The 
advance of the invaders was rapid and noopposed. 
Arriving at Waainbad, Jabiu Khan sent out his troops 
to raid on all sides. Tbe capital of die Paojab was 
without a governor or a garrison. Jabao Khan sent 
8 or 4 of hie mea ahead to Surat Singh, a banker of 



so PALL OP tHE HUOIIAL EM PIKE jCH. XrV 

Labor, with a letter bidding him stamp coina and read 
the khiUl>a In the name of Timur Sbab and iasue a 
procJamation warning all people not to oppress any 
citixen. 

Sabaji with his main force fell back precipitately, 
by wa? of Ca^a, .laJandar and Sarhind towards 
Shukarlal, without baiting anywhere.* Consternatiou 
and flight raged in Sarbiod. .Sadi({ Beg Khan, who 
bad been tho Maratba faujdar of Sarhiod, and 
Adioa Beg's widow and gods fied away irom 
their piaoee to Delhi at tbe report of the advance of 
the Afghaos. 

The entire province of the Paojab was abandoned 
to the Afghans, bat not without a serere loss of loen 
to tbe Maratbas. Though Swbaji did not stand np to 
a Hglit, bis detaobmeQta, dispersed throughout the 
country, could not be withdrawn in absolute safety ; a 
geoecal and seN^erai soldiers of the Karathas who had 
lagged too long behind near Labor, were overtaken 
and cut off by tbe Afghan vanguard. One corps of 
6,000 Mantba horse sad foot posted ia Multan retreated 
to the east of Labor withoni loss. But in tbe Jalaodar 
doab the disappearance of all authority tempted its 

• TALS. mb il» sod 8PD, il n6 sa; (tiat be 
retreated vitboui hailing or GiAiibg. Bat aa eocoonttf between 
hie tnx^ and the DorriDi rngneid is eieBiiODed io Qoried 
Pant Bendel^’s letter oi 8 Kot. EiHsj. L 142) sod Mux. 175. 
wuHn (SC2) ihows ihst il «ras ^ Marsths tear-gusixl Chet was cot 
off by tbe ad«Boei&c Afgbina 
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Qotorioui^ly lawless peasants to rise ag^ainst tlicso 
fugitives. Wbon only a part of this fores had crossed tho 
Satlaj the vlilsg;era fell upon those left behind and 
plundered them of 4,000 camels (worth Ra. 40 each), 
and of most of tbeir borsee, treasure and other 
property. Only a thousand horses and ponies escaped 
capture, and 500 welUboro Maratha cavaliers had to 
inarch on foot through this loss of their znouats. But 
though the Kfaratliaa failed, the Bikhs opposed the 
invaders, and in a severe l>attle uith them the Afghans 
triumphed only at the cost of 2,000 of tlieir own men. 
[Raj. j. 140.] After eatabiishing his governmeot m 
Labor, the AbdsU king reetUQcd lus march and entered 
Sarhind ou 27 Xovember 1760. Thus, the Panjab 
was h Daily lust to the empire of Delhi. 



CHAPTER XV 


The AKCiiiA>* Inva>*io.n of 1757. 

^ 1, Ab*Mi int'fnhM ihf P/mJol/, Ji/uift fnit/t fo 
orij/r?iiie ikfeurf. 

Early in the autumn of 1756, ALmad Shab Abdali 
set out from Kabul on <be invaaion of India, On 4th 
October a detachment of his troops entered Labor and 
reinstated Ehvajah Abdullah ae governor. His envoj^ 
(^andar Beg Khau reached tbc Court of Delhi and 
▼as first received in audience oo hist October, and 
though the yntir Iznid'ul'mulk kept him in play for a 
month, he could not be detained for ever and took his 
ooegf^ on fttb December, without receiving any 
Mtisfactory reply. 

Meantime the Afghan kingi after a halt at Peshawar, 
had resnmed his march on 15cb November and crossed 
the Indus at Attock eleven days later. Hia vanguard 
under Sardar Jahao Khan had preceded him by some 
weeks and expelled Adina Beg from the Jalandar doab. 
AbdaJi himself entered Labor on 1^0 December and 
^}eat some twelve days there in arranging for the 
government of the province and esactiog tribute from 
the Rajah of Jammu, reputed to be the richest fcodatoiy 
of the Panjab. The way having been cleared by Jahan 
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Khao, whn CTOsard the Satlaj and occupied the 
country beyond It up to Sarhind by (>tb January 17S7, 
A bdnti himself crossed tluit river (/*. 10 January) aod 
reached Sarhiud, while Jalian Kban made a fnrther 
advance to Panipat (12 January.) 

We shall now see wbat the G overnnaeut of Delhi had 
been doisg all tbia time. The news of the Afghan 
occupation of Labor (4 October) and the flight of ita 
leading men to Sarblod had been followed a forbught 
later by the arrival of the Afghan envoy at Delhi (end of 
October J The popular report waa that Abdall him self 
would follow hie vanguard and wreak vengeance on Imad 
for haviug Insulted and plundered Mughlani &(‘gam whom 
tho Afghan king used to call his daughter. The daeger 
wae great, but Imad did not know what to do. The 
cUabandment of the Sin^agh riaala had left b:m utterly 
without troops, eseept for a few hundred men uuder 
Bahadur ICImn Baluch. He called to hie side Salabat 
Khan Zolfii^ar Jang, ex-Bakhahi of the last Emperor, who 
had been liviog !q unemployment and disgrace at Agra. 
But this last great noble of the ^e of Farrukhaiyar and 
Mubaminad Sbab was now no ^cd phantom only, and 
sank into the grave on 6 June 1767. IiaSd aazt 
appealed to Najib IDiao ior help, but the Boheia 
demanded the unpaid salary of the troops he had been 
entertaiiiiQg for the warix's service, and an acrimonious 
discussioQ between the two chiefs resoHed. On bth 
November Hajib visited the warir with a Is^c force, and 
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On his my bflok st iHgbt looted live or six sbop^ in tUo 
Gain)) baxiir, “ooue daring to oppose him.” 
\TALS. ftU.) 

Ka}ib hsTing failed, tho next master of q resprctable 
force wss Soraj Mai Jat, sod to bim the imiierial 
obaocellor now turned. Through Xagar Mnl ho sought 
to placate SuraJ Mal> whom be bad beoD vitidictively 
pursuing 8ioc<* October 1733 for Ms partisanship of 
Safdar Jang. At bis call Suraj Mai came to Tilpat, south 
of Delhi, and met the wadr’s enToy as well as Xajib 
Khao. But the negotiations broke down on a cooAict 
of policy : the Jat Rajab rightly argued that the host 
defenco of the empire was for the waxir to take n 
personal lead io the war, combine the Ruhelas, Jats, 
Rajputs and old Mughal nobility in an anti-blaratha 
campaign, conhoe the Deccani spoliators to the south 
of the Karmada, and after thus ensuring the safety of 
their homes load tboir united forces ioto tho Pan jab for 
expelling the Afghan invader, as had been done in 174S. 
But the sols prop of J mad’s power were the 
Marathas and he would not cast them off. So Suraj 
Mai, Anding further disoossioo useless, went back to his 
forts in disgust, leaving Imadto his fate. \ TAL8. BS^dfo.] 

§ 2. Afghan im'odere ^roooh Dtiki. Pruitlesa 
ycatf efforts. Ptmk afid flight from Delhi. 

Hw month of Xoveaber 175$ wore out in holdicg 
sDcb fatile talks and tire putting off of anv decision, as 
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is the fftcile h&bit of men ‘without strength of wHI. 
With December cAme niarming new«. Od the Ptb of 
that month the capita] learnt that Atx^ali had crossed 
the Indus 13 days before. There could now be 
nr> mistaking his loteotions, "it became koowu 
that he wanted Co come to Delhi.'’* Tea days latef 
enme reports of the nearer approach of the danger; 
AbdaU’s troops hod peaetcated plundering op to 
Satala and Adinanagar. That day "the wazix sent 
olf letters sumruoniiig the Haratbss, the Jat Kajah, 
and Shuju-ud-daulah. The great men of the capital 

* Ahmad Sbah Abdili Id Uelhl, 1757 : ibe most detailed aod 
aatheotic sounte are llO, (ioraluable) ud TllLS. «iih 

gtaj^ic tonebee io ibe eantire of fi^haikh fihniam Haaaa Sasun, 
tr. by W. Irrine in Mian AntiqH'trf/. IKJ7, ^arbich has maey 
inaccQTAines of date doe to its harrag beac vritiea 25 yean efts 
the e?cutO The Uaratha letters, so Tslaablc and accame at other 
time*, fail uft during tbU period, m Aatl^i Menakeabwar fled 
away from I>eUii on li)th .lanuary and B4pu M. UinganA on 
7th Feb., and what they wrote afterwarda waa distant hearsay ; 
so also were the private aewsUtten received at Jbaosi or 
Aurangabad and commnokated to the Peahw^ .Vnugi's gaacooade 
and renting of Iftpu muat be taken with a grain (or ratha an 
ounce) e( ealt. Tbe (wo Ibib centaiy bUtoriea of Abdali. 
Hiiimil and 2artM*/*S usom iSAwAv are owsgre about tida puM 
and tbe taller work is often coDfoaed and loaccmata 
JJuxaffnri and SbaUr'e are very brief, ar^ ^yer-wf- 

tHiAtk/tiAarifl is ofilj a aeeoodary and very distant eeapilaildn of 
a quarter centery later. Stiskio only tells as of MQghl&tl Becaa'a 
doioiis and hii own sufferiop Ka^ad'diD la abort bat 

natfal. 
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made preparations for Hiflif' | '.) Next day (20 Dfc.) 

Agha Raza Kban wh« sent off witli gifts worth two 
iakbs of Rupees to piacato Abdali and tun him back 
frocD oobing to Ilelhi. But tbia very day it was learnt 
at Ddbi that tbe invaders had occupied all the ooootry 
up to the wnsiern bank of the Satlaj, that Adina Beg 
hadabaodonod the Talandar doab without a blow and 
ded away none know where, and that ‘‘from Lahor to 
Sarbind not a place was left tenanted, all men, high 
aod low, having fled awav, A great dietraction fell 
OQ Delhi aleo, the upper classes sent their families 
to Sdathnra and Agrs in the juiiadiotioii of Sura} 
Mai, or to other places. The waeir, who wielded the 
empire without a eharer in his power, took no step 
to meet the danger; he refused to go to Sarbind 
to oppose the invaeioo, but consulted darviehes how to 
overcome the enemy through their prayers without 
fighdog. He would not spend money for raisiog au 
anny. He only wrote letters aaomoning the Marsdias, 
but they too dsmsutdsd moasv. Najtb Kban, in spite 
of the measnrelesB favours shown to him by the wear, 
planned to go swsy, cmesing the Jamuna, to 
Saharanpur." {TALS. 856*860.] 

Feeble minds dad tbrir easiest refoga in consultation, 
mte Witir held a cooneii of the chief men in Delhi on 
85 Oaoember. They sll advised him to march against 
tha iavadars taking the Emperor at tbeir bead. Bnt 
the only affeodva fame la Delhi was that of Kajib, who 
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waa known to be itn enemy partisan, On the the 
wa^ir brought to the Emperor’a audience Yaqub AU 
Kban (a coueiu of Abdali'a wazir Shah Wall Kbao, but 
loDg resident in India.) This men waa created a iy^:arJ 
mansabdar and sent in company with Sluih Fasa, a fsqir 
greatly honoured by Abdali, to go to the Afghan king 
and Induce him not to invade the Delhi region. 

SOI' i £aj. L p. 437.1 

Further advance of the invaders was soon reported. 
Their vanguard (under Hasan Kban) had occupied the 
dvsorted city of Sarhiiid. “At this nows groat alarm 
prevailed in the capital« and an exodus began \ the 
famiUss of Kbaebbnichandt I^hhmi ^agar 

Mai and DhvKIi Singh migrated to seek refuge in 
Mathura.* Even Muhammadane (Ud not feel safe. The 
waxir himself sent Ina family away to Bajputana. Aatajk 
MaaakcsJiwsr, at the head of 3000 horse, hithertn psdd 
by the warir, cams from Qwalior at bis call and halted 
OQ the eastern bank of the Jauiuna opposite Delhi 
(30 December.) The wazir now ordered him to 
the flight of the panic^tricken oiUzeas. He barred thd 
path south of Delhi ; “at this the fugitives wanted to 
.return to Delhi, bat the Marathas would not let them 
ninleas they gave up ail their money and belongings 
for paying the soldiers who would in futnre be applied 
to guard them. The people paid more or less, and cama 
back to Delhi The imperiaL Ijord Chamberlaia 
Zfa-ad-danlab’s family was siailariy obstructed, dunng 
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thoir tUght, in the (H<1 Foit, but the waw eociired their 
reieaee on '>tb 'TnanAry 17^7. Antaji’s men ncf^uired 
much money and jewellery. Pueage out of Delhi ycM 
entiroiv stopped. The people who had emigrated before, 
oiostiy took up residence in Matbura, because daring 
Nadir Shiih’s invasion they had found safety there 
through the frieidlioess of tho Jats. Bat this time, on 
the contrary, the JStg took money from tbc fngitivee 
at every outpost from Badarpiir to Mathura. Mathuril 
itself was so crowded that few conid obtaia any residence. 
Theft became very prevalent’ |T.iZ/5^ H7n“>i8a.] 

Do D January eanie the nows of the mala Af^an 
army's arrival at Sarhind and of thoir dread lord 
marching close behind tiiero. Next day another council 
of State was held, but the waxlr would n<^t agree to 
offer battie, as a muster taken showed only J,000 men 
actaslly present and only six bullock-carts for transport! 
So, at midnight Imid by abject entreaty induced 
Mughlaoi Bcgaii^ start for Abdali’s camp, for disarmiag 
his anger, and making terms which would avert bis 
oomingto Delhi. Next day (11th Jan.) the wszir found 
his naosion blodtaded by bis own troop:* (under Shahdil 
Khan Afghan) clamouring for their arrears of«pay ! 
ghich was the state to which the defence of tbc empire 
had been reduced under Imad*uhmulk's miaistry. 

On the 14tb, the bafBed envoy Sgbi RazS returned 
Ahdali’a c^p with the doleful message that Che 
Af^act iofader bad demanded two krore$ of Rupees 
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in cash, the hand of tbe Kmpi-rnr'a dauphtcr, siiid all Uio 
temtorv from Sarhind wcRt^urdn, ta the condition of 
bia going back, and that be had eevcrelv censured tbe 
Delhi Government for provoking bia invasion when 
the; could not fight but were bent on ojakiDg terme, 
' On hearing these words, the people of the city became 
very much alarmed; so that, on that ver; da; the 
family of EUjah Jugalkisbor set out for bCathora. 
Nearly 500 carts loaded with the people o£ tiie 
consistiog of the BhStiwal eod other classes, accompaaiod 
fhenK" "The Emperor. ao<I waxir, powerless to light, 
powerless to raise this mneoiu, sent Agha IWa again 
(15th) with [nteous entreaties to the Afghan king.' 
IDf*. TALS. AO/aI 

S 3. Afyiton camfii/trfi ornijur// Ihc 
iW the ISth of January the Afghan vaogtiard (under 
Jahan Khan) had arrived at I'anipat and bia master at 
Karnat, 20 roiled bchiud him. Here the invaders 
changed their route and plan of oainpaigu : while a 
small body of fleet ekirmiabers was pushed ou towards 
Delhi to fed the way and establish contact with tbo 
Huhela traitors within, Jahin Kbaa hlBwelf with 
the foil vanguard crossed the JtmuDa near Pielpat, 
entered the Doab, and puahed on dowa the east back 
of tbe river, by way of Katrina, JbaajbMi, Shamli and 
•gAftdhk, driving cut the Maratba eoUeoCora from tbeee 
places ftod slaying the govtfoor of ShiiuU who bad 
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offered robistHiiee. He then onc?i'itj)ed at lajni, daUv 
sending out fongcrs on dll sidee. On I4ith Jatiuury, 
in the afternoon, ihe^o enemy banila were firitt »(ight(*d 
from the walls of Dalhi foil, plnnilrring and driving 
their horses on the river bank opposite. Tbe eastern 
bank having been thus aeoured, the central divieioo left 
behind at Karnil under Abdali and his waxir puslied 
on due eernth towards Delhi and encamped at Xarela, 
where they were joined (ifi .lannarv) by Najib’e Ruholae. 
who had been posted outaide the north gate of tbe 
capita). Tbe invaders' front skinsiehera penetrated to 
tbe Dortbern suburbs like Waairabad, KaHpahari, etc. 

§ 4. Iniid'H /ielf)/fxsnfs» n^td su{jn{A'<sif‘u to AM/ili \ 

/u' t» >uadA 

We shall now turn to the city and the movements 
of the waair. On the 1 &(b he uiged for the drat time 
the raising of a rampart ronad the city! "Men from 
the Old City, Mogbalpun and other places outaide the 
gates went, some to New Delhi Shah Jahao'e citr), 
some to the Old Fort, some to tbe Arab Sarai or the 
shrioe of Nxzacu*udH^n Aujiya. During this alarm tbe 
aoldiera of Autaji Maratba began to plunder on the 
river bank (rei*.)” (DC] Next day (16th) at noon the 
wvsir went with a fmv meo out of the palace to the 
£«bor gette of the city. It waa reported that Abdali’a 
isnea had reached NareJt; iriiere the liuhelaa of Najib 
had priMd liieio. "Ute o^ec captains with their troops 
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pot ready uiul joiood the waxir, who merely sul down 
in the Masjid Pari beroiid the t^hor gate, Wing over¬ 
come by terror and cownrdjco, cnn«cioiia of lus iuabiUty 
to oppose Abdali and incapable of fighttitg in de^prratioa 
like a hero.*’ 

^In (be morning of the 17th, Jahan KhaaV foragm 
again appeared oa the other aide of tW Jamuoa ud 
atayed there till noou. Tbo wazir went to the saodj bask 
of Rajghat, and planted aome guna^ but there waa ao 
caoaonier! So, he'^tood under the jhfiniifi bakonj', 
on the river bank, in battle array, merely gariiip* at the 
enemy tn»o]>er? on the other $.ide, for snjue hones ! All 
people advised him to go out and light at least one 
battle, so as to remove the brand of mfams' frrmi their 
foreheads; tho only parifiet wa«. fcharacteriaticalJy 


* Imnil defcndel hiniM^lf before Saj’yid r*}u«>An<lv Kha^i. 
envrn from Ahiiiul to Abdali. tbuB:—Whm the 

[Durrani I KbaJi Jix v lunr to JMhi. I irii Najib Khan, ’W« 
lUQSt deliver oiicliallle aigunet the Sbuh.* HL« siimkct wm. 
me this day two 4mrre of ( a>4t domi, wid I vill fleta.’ 

1 rephed. 'Notbioii bi d)ic to you by iW Stale for your arrean 
and pay. weuig that... T have hauded over to you SMe than 
<»e-half of the [Doalil terriiorics. At a day's rvotke «bMc» cm 
J prodtjce such a eom of money T Kajib Khan and W Mu ei B* 
raised a tomaU uid fos a whole day barred nk boca aod ingrea* 
to uy house. That vary Mime day a l«a<v case from the Stub 
iavilug K^ib Eban to bis camp. At midnight Kajfl> catric om 
oi DeUii a&d marehed off to ih« Bhab's emap... I sa* that si 
tba reals of Hlad these was no d tfe wd a . 1 vm Ht ab«a 
(M. 1W7. p> 44.] 
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eoojghJ a KAslirairi, nHincd lbrul\il]alt Khan. In th«> 

evening, after the invaders liad retired |to their campj, 
a party of Nfarathas aud other eoidiers croased the river 
and roved from Patpargaoj to Mir Zeba'a garden, but 
there waa no Abdali troop (bere at that ^me, and they 
came back to Deibi at sunset." [TALS. 91a-f)2/>, Dr*.! 

That vei*y night (17-lX January), Najib Khan croased 
over from Wa*irabad to Jahaix Khan’s camp at Luni. 
Hi a mask was now thrown olT ; he was openly known 
to be in concert with the aJien invaders. It is impossible 
for the historian to apportion between Xajib and Intad 
the respoasibility for the atrocitlea endared by the Delhi 
Mathura and Agra people during this Afghan invasion ; 
if one wiis a doublo’dyed traitor, the other was an arrant 
coward ; both were extremely selfish nnd incapable 
of patriotism, because India was not their j>atria. 

In the moroing of the iHth Agba Raza and Ysqub 
Ali came back from Abdali with the message that he 
desired the Dmpercr and bis wazlr to visit him, whou 
the peace terms would be directly discussed. 8o, three 
hoius before the next moruiog (L9th Jaouary), Imad 
secretly left his manaioo on horseback followed by only 
four attendants, aod reaching Badli in 4‘^3 hours entered 
the camp of Abdali’e wasir Shah Wali Kbao, by whom 
ke was most kindly received, and next day (20ih) 
presented to Abdalu The Afghan monarch was wrathful 
wkh the Delhi wasir for bie having married a dancing- 
girl^ daughter (Qasna Begam) in preference to his 
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betrothed, the* nobly born ^iiit 

hfid bpoii prcMPd by Abdali for the saUc (^f TmdiV 
mother, Mitghl&iii Bngam. The coo<|uoror h)»‘o nxked 
with surprise and conf6m]>t liov the first officer of the 
empire of Hindustan could make an abject aubmiaaioo 
without gtrikiog cron one blow to Ksve the aalzoaV 
credit Iiaad explained how be had to marry Qacaa in 
order to keep hie eulier promiae to giri’a family, 
whereas Mngblaai Bcpja had loaisted on bie dirordof^ 
bis other wife ae a cooditioa of marrying Ucodiu Aa 
for rcaiating Abdali bT armn, it was n task beyood 
ToiEd’a power, owng to N'ajib’* dcfceiion, ae “except 
that noble there was within th" empire i>o other 
renownod commander with an nmy." Aheotd Shah 
then told Imid that bis rival Intlsam had offered two 
A’rom of Rupees ae a ccnaideratloa forgiving him tho 
wAzirehip, but that Imad could retain that post if be 
agreed to pay one iro/* only. I mid replied, **7bie 
slave cannot lay hiK hands upon even one fokk. Whence 
can ] produce a kror ?... I cannot collect even a 
kror of broken pebble^stosce in Delhi W'hat c h an c e 
then of getting Bupeee f' So, be then and theca 
reaigned the chancallorabip of a State that had bo acaif 
and no treasure. Abdtdi now isened a rescript ooefmrbg 
the post on lotuira, asd carried Xisid aboot in bU 
train as a capdve^ beoanae ho was ovo to call bis 
Marmtha »lli^ ba^ to D^M if ooC at Ubec^.* 


iBit la hi. A W^wery. p, 46 . (sswo emtuhM d dues 
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§ 5. Tke hn'fidtrii fxvftpn 7frf/if ; AlnMf/7r 27 

Tbe cneampmont of tho invaders in the irntncdiate 
ibortb of the city made it easy not only foe Najib'* 
Huhelaa but niafy for Sk^hdil Khan and two other 
Afghan captains of Imad to go over to their invading 
feliow-oUatmcxi. Tbe Sladagh riwla (or Central Aeiao 
Iroopera oumbering 13^000) whom Icmd lud diabaoded 
in 1755 and the Delhi artillery division of canaonier* 
and musketeers recruited in Oudh and Bakaar, 11,000 
strong, who were atili in open mntioy for their heavy 
arrean of pay, aow sect to Najib, begging him to save 
them usemployment and starvation by eollstiAg them 
in the Shah's service. A contingent of Qaeox Afghans, 
about 5,000 in aamber, led by I'smaa Khan Khweshgi, 
bad joined the invader on the way. Thus an Indian 
force of 25,000 men was added to the 30,000 troops of 
Ue owa coontry that Abdali had brought with hiia.* 

Any opposition from Delhi being clearly irapoesible, 

sod thseiore of tbe order of e%'ente, oorreeted tcon DC. and 
TAU.) 8f‘rK xai 

* oxrecc ntmber oi Ahdali’s troops is 30 to 35 thonssnd 

seu, not sMe." ’'The FathaD has 20,0^0 mes ol his own sad 
bss esgsgsd &,(XO troops in DeUif’ (MaraUii reports in Feb SPD. 
rrt ICC^ 106.] Knr-vl^iA Hasan's o/ \aiii. 

'!Ehe boma of the &ndifh riaala (or Tnrki troops) 

me iCo^^pora. a «h«b aortb-wst of Delhi dty. The; later 
BViClatsd for eerrisa uder Another eaptaln of 

AMsfi. named, Jaogbis Kbaa fiar^eah, eomxnanded a force <tf 

ShCO er ovt erf wboa caaly 900 ware Dor^i niditfs, the 

MU bet«r UAaa w ei ^ 
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the Afghan diviflion ondet Jahan KJian worked it« wa^ 
down the JamunA from Lani and crossed over to the 
west bank, aome mi)ea south of the capital on 2let 
January. A email force detached 13 miles further 
south to Faridabad to bar the trunk road at that pobt 
was cut off by Autaji Manakeshwar, and for a week or tea 
days the Afghan advance to the aouth was stayed. But 
Najib^e army oroased into the Doab {24th) and Abdali 
hitnaelf entered Delhi op 28Ch JanoAiy. 

We shall now see how the imperial city faxed in 
claws of the rapacious foreigoer. The capital of aA 
('inpire vrbich^ ia name at least, embraced the entire 
lodian cootiaeot, wae now absolutely without a siogle 
defender or caretaker. lu the morning of Ii^th Japnar^ 
1767, the desertion of Najib Khan, the l!i|^tofthe 
WAzir, and the withdrawal of the last Maratha soldier 
became known, and at midnight Rajah Xagar Mai {the 
imperial diwan) and tbe few remaining great men fled 
away. Next day five military policemen {ruv*<uff^ 
from Abdali’s array entered city and made Its police 
prefect proclaim the Shah's order that none sboald 
molest the poor. This aasaranoe stopped a fresh exodna 
that bad bogus. 

On Friday the 21st, while the Capem was eayiog 
his afternoon prayer in the palace moa|oe, Abdul Ahad 
iOtan (the Third Paymiwt«) and Saif'od^in Muhammad 
Ekahmiri (the blather of Aq^Mt Mabmodj went to 
noeque^—with ita bloody memoiis 
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of Nidir Slab’s iDas&aor<>,—“called the Chief Sadr, 
the impcnai and the mitflisi there, and cansed tho 
khuiha to be readio th<* name of Ahmad Shah Duriuiil. 
The seme thing vaa done in the JSmi' Maejid. Not 
one theologlao or sohoUr refuaed to read the kltuflni 
in another prioce’a name, while the Emperor of the 
Age was living in the citadel of the capital and 
had not been slain or made prisoner or expelled V* 
There U no evideooe that this step was ordered bv 
the Abdali king ; it was the work of tiie native syco* 
phacts who wished to gain the ooii^ceror*a favour bv 
dua proof of seal io his canse ! '‘Alamgir, then seated 
in die chapel of the fort, beard the news, washed his 
hands of kingship, vacated the rojal chambera (the 
Eangmahal, the Khwib^b, d:o.), the private portico, and 
the lower portico, for occupatioo bv his snccesscr, 
handed over their keys to an officer of Najib, and moved 
with bis entire family to (he ShShbnrj qnartcr. Two 
dars later be was ordered to vacate even this refuge, 
and return to the small oom mooplaee rooms in which 
he used to lodge before his elevatioQ to the throoe. “It 
was found that these laat-oaoed quarters were totally 
in ruin and unfit for babitatiotL” \TALS. 936-96^.1 

$ 6. JJtmod Shah Abdaii eniars Delhi fort 
Ob 2Brd Jaonary Ahmad 6hah himeeJf reached 
ITstauabad and a detaohmezrt of bis Qi&iibash troops 
ov« tha ohaege of Ddhi fort from Kajib’s bands. 
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For oone dftve tbe ohAcoben were elosaed tod 

CATpeUd for the resideoce of AbdiJL Id the aighiof 
25-241 )ie ceixt JakSo Khtii to the auppreesed Emperor, 
telling him, boatow the empire of l^odQitezi od joil 
V isit me tomorrow in full royal state-’’ Kext noraiog 
(the 2Gth) the few aoblee, high a&d low, stall left iit 
Delhi, manned with their eorereigE lord to Waurabad 
sod were weloomed and feasted by AbdalL lotitta 
was BOW preeeotod aud ioTested with the robe of v«^. 
The entire Delhi Coart returned to the capital the 
cveoing.* 

Noxt day (27th Jannary) arraogemeots wen 
completed aader Jahan Khan'a care for the conejuer^r’s 
visit to Delhi It was proclaimed that aloog hte roote 
through the baaar to the fort do Indian shoo Id etaod in 
the atreeta or on the temcae of houaea foe looking at 
hie rorffi^p, and ahops ahoold be kept cloeed. Barly 
in the morning of Friday the 2l)th of Janoarr, Ahmad 
Shah rode ioto the fort, his eoldiere lioiDg the route on 
both aides aod dciog a ealuie from their matchlocks 
The Emperor advanced ap to the Fathpuri oMe^oe 
io order to welcome hie nngn^ auitor. Abdalt’a wokiea, 

* "Aainxir If waned from Delhi nnnnin^ (tn i r sti tf f nura i ^ 
with a eioUi avnio^ or« ii. one riephant and oa« hone eanyte^ 
him kettie’dmme.*' That me vhu the tnl] fowp ol the 'inK oX 
ktnsa’ had aov tbnak to. AbdaU valoo mad the Aidiihab by 
adaaMlag a Asw eS«pa, aented hlw on Ua evn nr pe l , lAd then 
tba B*o aaehanBad ibAbb« (la aifn of bvoUuiiwedl aad preaeoied 
nhw »eBh ote. [fALa. «. DQ] 

7 
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mouuted 00 cAm^Is aod horses^ CAroe wUli him aod 
Occnpiedtbe palace rooms vacated by Alan)g;lr. The 
esoort of the Khah diapcreed through thd bazars and 
lanes, lootiog many places, while the rich and epacioaa 
market of Badalpura was set on fire iu addition to being 
plundered. The Afghan esrop and baggage dismounted 
in the city round the fort walls. On the 29tb the two 
sovereigns held a Public Audience seated aids by aida 
Abdnl Ahad 10)so (created Abdal Majid Khan) was 
appointed diwati of khalsa and iaiu A bridge was 
ordered to be thrown without delay over the Jamuoa 
below Che city, aod the Hindus were ordered, oo pain 
of tins, to pnt paint marks on their foreheads to 
diaCinguieb them from the invader's brethren of the 
faith. 

^ 7. Abdali'e oppression for eaiorHnfj mens if ai DeVit. 

Seoure in tbe possession of Delhi, the conqueror 
began the exacdoa of a money tribute. Before this, 
stray groups of his soldiers had robbed houses nod 
wayfarers here and chero, but that was noautborized 
occasiooa] looting and a few of tbe looters bad been 
brutally puoiabed by way of example. Now a methodical 
official spolia^D of the fallen oapitel was ordered 
ihdali was pressed for time. He most realize the 
qmla of war as quickly so pceeible, in order tc avoid 
tfae Iwdiea sgmmer and also to allow ^e Marathas oo 
tuM for iMaabling imd bringCog np a large army from 
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th« D^coan. He expected & vast «um, worthy of the 
Hehe«t capita) io Aria.* ^^'hile IntirSm waa creed to 
ooiiect tba two A proreieedby h!m» the ecrew was 
put on other riel) men alao. luiSd wa» ordered to deliver 
to the Shah all the jewels ho bad removed from the 
palace atoree during hie two and a half yean of dictator 
ahip, and OQ hia pleading poverty be was abofad aad 
aubjeoted to ^an extreme degrae of dlaboooor;* f«^^? 
Hiahooaa bad been eacbeated from the drat apd be 
naturally replied, “I have given you all I powetaed. 
Whence can ( prodneo more ?*' At tbie, Abdali*a otBoan 
rrbnked and insulted him, beat hia head aervanta 
with aHoka a^ only heartlet^a Afghans koow bow to 
beat, mod diaboooured tbeu iu many way a. They 
baetioadood Stngi Beg aad Abdur Rahman ICbau, the 
chief offieera of IntiBan’a bouadioJd, aad Baaaat Kbaa, 
tbc rnnoch in charge of the Smperor'a bareo. Other 
palace eunuchs and noblf^oeu’s aervaots were anb^ected 
to aimilar violence to make tben yieid m^ey. 

But even this did oot briag ia aoy large aum. So» 
the torture wae eiteaded from the aervaata to tba 

* Abdali's ezaetieae ud alrociclca in 
ICBa. Inid ia M. 1909. 474& AtMr* $A«ki »9i. gpp. 
sat M, 204, 118, xsrii. 144. 

Ittld aeenred m bis pvroo ^Uuth Wdl Kbai Uw (hirrtai 
mdr (caa of bia female relatiret hriog ia the UUw’a harem.) 
IvUxiBi boagbt tba espnenoftbe I>QrndH asrda/' Jahin Kbaa, 
the rival At the vaaic. Wbaa loUsCm tmM to psf hia promiaad 
Cribata. Jatea Kbaa feh buDciiaMd befoce Ua maatcr aod (here* 
too aamriy IntUjm. (bbiwra ShtAi, .30. Ind. .Itri. 46.1 
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niMteiE Intisam-iid-dauifth^ irho had recklessly 
proQued two krores for tKo wo^irebip, was tsken to tbo 
SbSb’s preBeaeSf sbowo « wooden triangle bzed in the 
ground, aod told that unless he produced one kror that 
day be wonld be tied dowo to it and bastinadoed. At 
that time, beyond the ring on his finger be had not even 
one Rupee to dispose of. So, he stood trembling by 
the aide of the trisogle, his face whito ae a sheet. When 
asked to point ont the hiding place of his father's 
boarded treasure in his maneioa, he replied that his 
mother Sholapurl Begam alone knew the secret. This 
old lady, the daughter-in-law of one grand wasir, the 
widow of another, and the mother of a third, was 
eumooned aud told that uolese she showed the epo^ 
iron pins wonld be driven in underneath the nails of 
her fiogera. 3bc fainted at the threat, and on recovery 
pointed out the room of the buried hoard. After six 
boors of digging by a hundred pioneers, 16 lakhs !a 
coins, besides golden eilver and gem-studded vessels, 
were found onder tba door (4th February.) A search 
was conducted in the new wasir’s harom under Jabaa 
Khan’s snpervision and these angnsf ladies were 
stripped and hnstled like b^gar-womea (6 Feb.) The 
manuoD of Saasacn-ud-danUh (late Paymaster QeneraJ) 
was similarly dng up in aearch of bnried treasure 
^ and the city kotwal's honse was robbed of all 
to wealth (18 ”Ilte Af^tana broke open the 

hoBM of ^ *ho had fled away from the oity, 
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iaoiudiog that of Hirioaod Jaubari, tiio ])rince of 
Dcrchanta, and aj>proprUtod ovoxTihiog they found 
there.” TALS. 1006, Samiu in huL Antiquary, 

S 8. Agony of DeVU uftdrr the Afghan te rror . 

As for the cocDRton people, a levy botun by boose 
for (be entire city me decreed, the tows wae divided 
into eeotioaa for coovenieora of assesBrneot, offieee for 
oolleotiou were opened, and the cotire voi^ pot ia 
charge of YaMya KKao, a son of the celebrated Zakariyi 
Khao of Labor and for a ehort tine hie Ruceoasor aa 
aabahdar of that province, bot Imng in aDPiDploymeot 
aod poverty siaee 1748. ‘The ncher rD« were 
BucDTQoned by naae by mcaoe of lettm. lo every 
ward of the dty a ktUapoeh cardtr ms stafaooed vi^ 
hie troops. CouDtiDg the boveesi he deaiaaded froa 
each householder more tbaa he oonld poBsibly pay. 
Great beating aod extortioo went oa Mro, in fear of 
torture, waoted to sell tiielr onaxoaots utensils and 
clothing, but fonod no buyer. Gold sold at Be. 3 to 10 
a tola [»180 grains!, pwe silver at 2 tolas a E^>ee» 
and alloyed silver at three CTtecsils |of copper or 
brane] sold at Z aeers to the Bupoc. Many dti«e» 
took poison on aeooont of tbeir poverty, many died 
under tomeot from wounds or buns being fnfllcded on 
their bodioa. Uvea aen who paid the frvy, had (heir 
Boon dug up sad their houees plnsdeted. Kot a msB 
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in tbo City could cscApc tills calamity. TLls (rouble 
raf^d from the 4th to the 20th of Febraery^ when at 
last a mmotir aroaa tliat the ShSb vas about to march 
away, and tlie collectors were urged to speed ap the 
collectioD. Then they made a sccood demand on those 
who bad paid already aod the beating aod slaying began 
again Many houses that had at 6r8t eseaped were now 
plondered." ir^2/5: lOOMOlo,] 

Mug^Ianj Begam, tbe widow of Mum>ul<CDulk of 
Labor, acted as ^bdali’s informer regarding the accrete 
of erery Delhi noble's family and property and the 
beauty of the lamates of tbe imperial harem. Thus, the 
ooiu^oeror's desire for Haarat Began, tbe youthful 
daughter of Muhammad Sheb, was kindled. As a 
Marathi newsletter reports, 'lo Delhi many men have 
baea slaia and many women raTished. Some of tbe 
fonaiee hare committed suicide (with daggers], others 
ha7« drowned tbemselTes. 'Where? er bandaome Hindu 
women were reported, Abdali sent bis nen and brought 
them away to his quarters.* xxl 104,7X7/5. 

lOOh-IOlo. Daj 

The gold a ad eiJ?er tbas collected was coined io 
the mint with AbdaU's name on them. Tbe Aret fruita 
of the spoiiaCion of Delhi were loaded on all kinds of 
tiwssport and promptly sent out of Delhi towards 
A^haststao, in charge of Abdali’s son Timur Sl^h, 
who had been manted So AUmgir Il's dau^ter Zuhra 
Began (sJaa oaUed Cbskai^&oa or Mohammsdl Began) 
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ft few dftf ft before.* lo oommiiDdeorinj^ iht treneport 
needed by hia, e frcab plundu of the citucoa 
took pjftce. 

§ H, AMaii inarch&t south from Deiki. 

Abdftli 00 19tb Fcbruftry mmde further chftoges 
among the Delhi miDietere. lotiam wme fcKisd to b* 
of Uttle DM, ftod so the wuirship wu ooaiaired opoa 
HkB Emperor’e eldest soo All Dauber, with IntfTim M 
hift depaty, while I mid, who had oowbeen pardoned 
through the iotereession of Shah Waii Khao aod 
Mo^Iioi Begam, was glveu a noftt dignified unecore as 
WaJul-i-/nuUcq (or Sopromn Regent), 'Srith do bueineM 
to do and ao power,'’ Zfajib Khaa was created Mir 
Bakhftbi or bead of the army of tbs em{Mra, Yaqab All 
Khao Lord Chamberlain, and Badr-od-daolah Chief oi 
Ariiltcry and commandant of the Delhi palaoe. Finally, 
in hia camp near Mathura, on Ifl March the A^hao 
king restored Jmd to the waairsb^ in recognition 
of bie courage and seal abown in the Jat caop^o. 

Kajib had orosaed over to Dankanx with bis foiiomn 
00 24 January, aod now moved down east bMk 
of the Jamuoa to protect Abdali'a left flank doiteg 
the campaign south of the capital. lo the ni^it of 

• DC •aye that he vu marrMd in ihe night ot 90>31 Jm. 
•ad began Ui imm manh on 30 F«bi Bat TJ.LS., 1016, gieea 
14 Feb, aft tbs date o( the netfruga Tleinr** ceteest t UpD. 
SLAB, m 
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20-21 Febniai 7 , Ahmad 6hab iu bis own preaenca 
marriad Imad to Umda Begam* aod next day left 
Delhi od a oampaign in Agra and the Jat country. 
On Friday the 25Cb of that mooth, the hkutba was ooce 
more read ia the nave of Alamgir II. ^TALS. 103. DO.] 
Even the departure of the Afghan king from Delhi 
did not bring fall aecurity to the miserable capital. 

22 February Ahmad Shah marched ont towards 
Ehieirabad, but the exactiooe ooDtiooed in the city as 
before, and a host of people were rnioed. Next day 
Alamgir weot to the Sbib aod entreated bim to spare 
Ae Delhi people from tbe ravage of his aoldiery. 
Abdali sent back 200 horsemen with tbe Emperor to tbe 
oi^ to beat ud drive out to bis camp all kalapoakeA 
found anywhere in Delhi This brought peace to tbe 
city io tbe afternoon (23 FeE>.) 

110. Afws opprtision and Axioriion ai Dffihi 
by the Afghans. 

Tbe peace, however, was ebortlived. Tbe main Afghan 
army bad withdrawn, but bands of eoldiere from xt 

* At first iauDtdiattij afur ttcwing Abdall bad angrily 

esdered lok&d’s yrde Gaong Begao should be esarebed svay 
ibosi Dtihi aod taheo to Balkh, and aba actually reached 
Bgdli OB tbia edla Bat on SS Febrsary, ba at tba aontaty of 
1 b 4(S, leoalied her £cds the way and piceed her nader the orders 
ef riral Uada B^an. {M. JstL 1S07, p^ 4649.1 But DC 
nmis mtim 2I Fab. tbae latgd, after bia marriage wlib Umda. 
diooned Us Mfaer wires ead bwded orec Gtooi to Uagblaol 
Began ts be teeatnd la a btad'isaid. Sec Afpcfedix. 
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cOQtinaed to nvlait the citj nnder ordcn toie<*ijre 
tnnnport* or proviaioos for the Shih’e camp in 
the south, aod utilif^^d thin opportunity and the abMuce 
of their master to rob oo their own acoonot Oq ] oth 
Kebroacy the Delhi chroaider records, "Tbs Mo^^iaa 
aod Ttftseujehiif eoga^ ia plunder, and all day and ni^t 
ones of diitrees were heard.” Kext day, "the aaue sdite 
of ihingfl oontiDued ; many wards of the Old aod Nvw 
cities were burnt and some remaiaed aafe. IntiaiiD tod 
Jaban Eban went oat aod set Hre to Khori'^j aod 
other placea" On the 19th, "Three Turks and PcNhwari- 
baihehas entered the female aparfmeotH of the people In 
search of horaei, opened the chambers, end carried off 
wbaterer famitnre they could fiad. They even saiaed 
the booseholders aod pressed them to fiad ovt and 
Bopply porters [for tbe SB^b’s starebj, bot afterwvda 
set tlicm free on receivjpg mooey.” {DC] A^n, "on 
2dth February a tboueand kaiepwha came to Delhi fort 
for temoviog four Urge canoou to the Shah's army. 
They seized the bullocks of tbe pasaers-by sad thos 
collected about a bu!>dred cattle. Then golagtotka 
ri7er<baok they pinndered the people who were covUg 
across tbe rirer and the washermeo of tbeir elo^s^ 
Wherever they heard of ropes, bamboos, or wooden 
basjna in any shop bazar or bouse, they took them away.. 
The plooderiug by the kalapoikea had stopped tbo coisiag 
of grain from Sbahdara to D«ibi..Ot March the 
Mapot/im left the city, and owk gimiu having eoau 
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from SbahdATft, wheat sold at i)*/i SGcra sgaiost 7 sacra 
before. The cheapness iocrcasod daily.” [TA/^S., 104- 
lObb.] 


S 11. AffjfMu Mwwsaerw aU ottr Vte rountr}/. 

The week from 2^^ February to 6 Mardi was the 
period of the Spring Csroival when in every 

Kiodu liouse there is rejoieiog and playful bombardment 
with coloured powder and water, sicgicg and daocing 
day aod night Even the Emperor sod hie wazir used 
to disport themselves io this festive season. "But this 
year,” as the Court historian of the rwgn writes, “not one 
man celebrated these rejoicings. Krery one was snnk 
in grief and mieery.” [TALS. 1054.| Holt was no doubt 
played in Mathui^ and Vrindivaoj but there the dyo so 
profusely poured was the life*blood of Hindus. But 
before ws follow the invader in this southern campon, 
we shall trace the course of the war in the country around 
daring the period of his stay in the capital. From 
IDelbi as a centre Ahmad Shah oontinued to send out 
parties to forage in the Doab on the east aud the 
Farid^ad diatriot on the south, the bridge of boats 
thrown over the JamunS below Delhi facilitating the 
ccoseingacd qm^ retom of these detachments. In the 
isaddje of February the desolatxon created by diem in 
dM fibmdrabad district (aodtfn Bolandahahar) is thus 
described by the eye-viteees Ghoiam Easao ^reio of 
Blpfta t*^*^8iksAdrabed was full eyerywhere of fngidvee 
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from tbe efiviroDH of Delhi. Thence to Anujialisher (e 
foor deye’maicU) ia even* village that we HOt 

a eigo of an inhablUot wu to be seen, and along tho 
route unoutuberod dead bodica were lyiog. Anupehabar 
too was crowded with fugitives from Delhi, to such an 
evtent that it was difficult to force a my through Its 
lacea... Tbe 8hab had orders a general elan^terio 
purgaoah Dieua, tbe xanindari of Bai Bahadnr Ksgfc.” 
[Ind. Ani.y 1907, pp. ir)-l6.| 

The same scene of slaughter and rapine net tbe 
eye in the region south of Delhi after Actsji 
Maoakesbwar’s opposidou had been eruahedat Faildabad 
OD 1 February. A traveller who reached Delhi from 
Agta 00 H Feb. reported, ~AH the nobles of Delhi who 
bad fled CO Agra, have migrated from that eity ale^ 
on hearing nu&otira of tbe ootning of tbe Dvniai troope { 
all places from Delhi to Faridebed are witboQt a lamp, 
the Jits are plundering tbs caravaoa of the fugitives, 
and near Faridabad 2,000 oorpssa are lying co tbe 
grouud stnppsd of all their cIothiDg.*’ From 

each halting plaoe of tbe Afghan vanguard liaea 
akirmishers spread out, right left and infrOB^iatiie 
shape of a fan.* Their superb KhuiSsini hones nsfly 
covered &0 or CO niles a day, and after scoutiag aod 
foraging they fell back on tbeir camp it ^ aveniag. 
Thos tbe path oi advance was cleared for ^e invaders. 

* Whan JaJiftQ Ehsa tiMbed Agn fSl Uareh), ee« eorpa 
ettdar Ou e fc EL pseeUsSed (artber eeaefc ol Db^par, wfete 
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API’ENDDC 

All 0^ Kbao. Zafar Janfr. popularlf callc«l the Bix- 
Sobered, from that excresceace oa one of bia bands, was 
spruDE from an Abbasldo prineol; {amily of DagbeeUa (a 
Persian prorlaoe eoukh of £be Caspian.) Hie fatber'e pateraal 
uncle Path AU Khan rose to tbs chancellorship under 
Sultan Husain SafaW, and bis father, Hd. AH Kbao, held 
the high office of Beglar-bsgi of Irwao. Ali Quli (bom at 
XaCeban in t<12) diaplajed a fine yein of poetry from early 
youth, and haring fallen b love with Khadija Saltan (the 
daughter of hla paternal uncle Hsflsn Ali) when at school 
with her, be addressed passionate odes to her,* which wm 
ooUscted in a Tolnme of aome popularity named Jfosnaii^ 
SttiUmy hie paandoaym being W&1& During the 
Afghan uaorpataoii of Persia bis fair cousin was snatched 
away before be could gain her hand, and she was afterwards 
tahen into Ksdir Shah's harem. So» in despot, Ali QuU 
migrated Co India in 1?^ and was appointed second 
Htr Tuzuk by the Emperor, with the title of Zafar Jang. 
In the next reign be became Khan-i-Zamae, and in bat of 


Ksjib held bUthorm. and AbdsTj Uy st ieoknl (text rttds 'at 
PrtraiilM)i'.l SPD. xxi 212. 

* When the bashfnl aswiec aotreated Kim to spare bet 
hhi^ee by not namiag her b his odes, the earaptoitd poec 
wrote bsck:<^ 

^IhOQ seyest, 'Link aec mj oaae with thy nnes.' 

But the rerae thst eoshrbes not thy aame, <A wbat use n it T' 

ghfuensh I Amirc, 446-450 (from peneoaJ kaowledge\ Jfie:. 
lUhltl (bMomot), haf. -b b yn e ry. 1907, p. 44. 

AS edited an sntheio^ 0 l Pvrisa posCy ftigUx' 

mtf <>■*»■. faaldm hia ewn ifhnTn' 
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AUuD^r II a aeTeo-Aatan nobla. In ITAS ho niij?rtfied 
hvcn Delhi to Oudh with Gaidar Jang, and died at l)elhi oo 
31 March 175C, wlian on a mlMlon from (ho (*ourt of 
Oudh. 

In Indie All Quli married a htfliJj acconpUehad poeOen 
who had, alae, be^un life as t profaBatooal daiKaat'gwl. 
Tbcir daoghter Gao os B«$atn iaberiMd (he poetical (alent 
and artiKic colture aa wad ae the baauty of her Hem 
Qjotb^ and har hand was aoufiht try die U^haai 
Doblee ia tha laod, auch as Qba>B'ud>da(ilali sIm Nawsb 
of Oodb aod Imad'uUmalk tbe imperial waalr. 
Af(ar her faiber’a daalh. when at A^ oa bar way 
to Lucknow to ba marrie<I to Shuja. ahe was surroondad by 
the men of J&w&bir Singh Jat, who waiBle<l to kuin^ (tue 
famous baauty ; but she eontfivAil to eacape to Farrukhabad. 
Here her fatally friaaA (ha Xawsh Ahmad Khan Banftsh, 
i&ducad bar aiother to prefer (he sait of laid, (o whom she 
wax married later in the year. Bu( this brought do«m oa 
her head the Tindieriva fury of Hughlul B«(aa. wboaa 
•lsupbb>r Uada Begam had bean be trot bad to lead b tbalr 
childhood. Tbs Ahdalt kin; during hb oeeupation of Dsiht 
forcoJ Imjd to marry Umda Begun (21 Feb. 17h7) and 
band over poor frioadleaa Ganoi as a bond*maid (o hew 
tirsi ! She lias buried at Nurabad. l.*l mllee nM^ of 
Owalior, her aplt^h being, A\ /jham-i-Oanna fieffom ! ^aa 
weep for Guam which givee the year of bar dea^ 

177fi k. D. 
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OAMPAIO.V b«»UTI{ OF pRI.Itl, AND EVEKTX 

CTP TO JlTRF. 1757. 

^ 1. Ani<yi Maruih'shi/'or's things fuvir Delhi 
inJwmrtf 2737. 

Abdati bad caarcbed from Attock to Dolhi without 
a avoid balng barad against hico, snob was the degrada- 
tioQ of tka atnplra. The iirat opposition tb&t ha mat 
with came from Airtaji Maaakeahvar. This Maratha 
retainer of the wir» on being summoned to the 
defence of tho capital, bad arrived a ear Shahdara 
(opposite Delhi} on BOth December 1756 and been 
employed the vaafr to prevent the dight of the 
dtiseoe from Delhi. * On 7th. January be had been 
preaeoted to the Emperor with bis two eoaa and some 
of hU o^rtaias, acd be oow croaeed over to the Delhi 
eide aod encamped oo the sandbank below the fork Oa 
15tb Jaauaxy, daring tba panic raging in the dty at the 
news of the Abdali U^ps’ arrival near Bidli, he had 
punned the ooogenial game of robbing the helpless 
people ninniag aboat ia confueioo. He was next sent 
* aoUii in' Delhi SPD. xii. 55 ; Raj. vi. p. 4H7 : /)C> 
Hb flehSs with (he Afghani and roriags,— tsi. 69 Jso.k 
n (X) W (e. 10 Feb.), lOh.Ka 4 .L 6 S. Imad in M. Am/. 

4X4S (suAiag defhaL) DO. 
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with ft light foroe to the north of the capital to wwit for 
oewB of the iovadera* exact position and alrength. 
Nftjib’e Ruholas, nominally in the E^peror'a Mrvfcs, 
were posted at Waxlrabad, (J mUea uortb of Delhi, bot 
their loralty ma more than doubtful. Oq the I6th 
Antaji adTaaoed 12 miles north of tho Kaehnir gate aod 
bad his Arst brush with the front sklmitahen of the 
A;^haB wwir’s contingent; after ioaiog a hundred bm 
aad boraee, Antaji fell bach focr mil«« and halted. 'IW 
retreating Mantha* were attacked by Najib’e men, 
auppoeed to their oomradrs ; bnt Imad rode up to die 
place in the afternoon and reatnre<l peace for the 
time. 

'^e posidon of the small Maratba sqoadroa, 
unfurnished with ardtlery or atom and wedged U 
between the DniraDis aad the treacberone lodUo 
Rahela.>«, was absolutely untenable. So, when in the 
morning of lAch JannaTT it was leamt that a few hontu 
earlier the imperial waxir himself had gone out to eubnit 
to the invader and "half the population had fled away 
from Delhi to the Jats/' Antaji had oo help bot to Cal! 
back on his base in Delhi city. His retreat waa eevarriy 
harassed by the Durnois and Rabelas from two fdd«e i 
but after a great eacrifice of aco and horses, the 
Marathas cut their way out, reached their oaop on the 
aaodbaok below Delhi palace, collected all their famUiea 
baggage aod elephants in a few bones, ^aeed these to 
froo^wad ooaetaatly flghdog resrgoud actions with the 
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purauiog Afgbaofl, reaeliod Faridabad, 16 miles south 
of the city tliat nigbt The cooteat was eevere, but Autajl 
farmly kept his force together without allowing its order 
to be brokeu, and thus ssTod it froco annlhilatioo. The 
bafSed pursnerii turned back from KbwSjah Sarai. 

Clearly forosceing the fate of Delhi; Aataji scot off bis 
camp; baggage aud accuniulated booty noder eaoort of 
2,000 horee to Mathura (20 JaoO^ while he himself turned 
back with a light force from Fariilabad to Sarai 
Badarpur, 10 ccdles south of Delhi. Here next day 
(21 Jao.) he encountered Sarwar Kbao, a general of 
Abdali'a wasir, who bad beeo sent with 4,000 horse to 
eetablisb a block bouse {nokn) at Faridabad. The 
Afghans had no artillery, and the Marathss being 
uoeDcambered with ba^age could pursue their Parthian 
tactics with enccess. After three hours of fighting, 
Sarwar Khan was completely defeated, 400 of his 
Dornni soldiere and the same number of horses fell on 
the field, and 400 more horeea were captured along with 
hia standard and kettle^ums. The broken survivors 
fled back to Baripula. Then for nine days no Afghan 
force advanced against AotajL 

§ 2. .inU^i Manak^htLar rruaheij by ike Afyhaiu, 

I Fei>. 1757, 

la that iotervai, Ahmad Sbah had come to Delhi, 
established bis control over the ^y and the empire, 
thrown % bridge of boats actoee the Jamutm, and sent 
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Jfthan Khan’^ army Dorpa froi& Doth to Khisirabad 
OD tbe west bank, aome 8 rDiloa south of tbr cspiUl. 
Tbui, a force of 20,000 men tbreatened Antiji 
immediately in hU front Since bie viotory of 21 at 
January, Antaji had been swiftly roving in the south, 
west and aorth'West aides of Delhi, ^'practuiDg raids 
because even'where gorersmoot bad bi^^sa 
down and anarchy was raging, and every atrofig saa, 
native or alien, had taken to plnodering the paaSe- 
etricken defencelsAR populatian. At last, on 1ft Febraary 
a crushing blow was delivered on An^jl. A picked 
Afghan force,-^hicb AntSji put at 20,000~guided by 
Kajib*s Rnbclas with their local knowledge, marched on 
Faridabad in three oolomna Two of these by a wide 
detonr taiaed Aotlji’e flaaica unperoeived and 
upon bia rear, while the third d^veewd aa aitaek ea fait 
front at noon. The Uaratha force, leee tfaaa 9,000 
strong, was completely enoircled aod onteambered ; ail 
its paths of eacape were closed ; Antiji’a cerap was 
encumbered with the maiiy neo wounded in his oaiiier 
battles, bnt he fought deeperataly for four hours, faaing 
the enemy on all eidee, and giving up to sUi^ter a 
thousand of his soldiers (of whom 200 were cneo e bitve 
the common nnk} and 800 bmes. ‘'No oas bad tfas 
time to remove the oorpeae.'^ At last towvds raaet 
be oat bis wty out He boasted o£ having klilad 750 
*«a and 960 boms of the enemy. Bot 1b^ porsMd 
him few eight mUee till darhaesa oampelled them fa> 
9 
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retire, ead in tide ruuoing figbt Autaji lost 250 
more hoMee. The Tictors sneked and barot tho 
snail town of FaridabAcl aud ocst da/ teturoed to 
Delhi with tiOO severed heads of poor people, reproeent- 
isg them to be Mu^thae sod Jate. The Shah rewarded 
them at the rate of Rs. 8 per head brought in. 

The defeat was decisive ; Antijl’s little army was 
aaoihiJated ; there was nothizig left for him but to flee 
to his camp at Mathura (arrival on 4 Feb.) where 
Triubak Mukund eubahdar was holding an entrenched 
village near the holy city. Henceforth, thongh Antaji 
Manakeshwar lingered for two months more in that 
southern region, (chiefly at Palwal), he used to maintain 
a safe distance of 40 or 50 miles from Delhi and never 
stood a battle again. Thus, at the beginning of February, 
the Maratha opposition to the Invasion ceased even 
in appearsneo. 

§ 8. Ahdaii mordm againsi the Jai cQiu^rg 
of Delhi. 

Hiree weeks after this last battle, having settled all 
bis bosinesa in Delhi and given Alamgir II his throne 
again, Ahmad Shah Dur^oi, on 22ad February began 
his aonibward march foe exactmg tr^ute from the 
Je* Bajah. On the invadee’e first arrival near Delhi, 
8uaj Ual had sent envoye to him professing eabnassion 
smI he had also joixied l^ajib Intuam and other enemies 
of t& pstikoniag Abdali Hoi d he removed Imad 
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from tbe vuinhip tA tb« fvors brother of their 
common enemy the Marathu and kept him io prison 
a Chaodabar, then these lodian chiefs would niae 50 
lakhs as tribute for him. Whea oo 4tb Febrnary the 
vaa<|uiBhed Aataji reached Mathura, Snraj Mai Tiaited 
him> but poeitiTeJy refused to unite with him in a wv 
gainst the Af^aas, saying, *Tbe Iraa Padii^di at the 
bead of 50,000 troops baa captured the I^diataiifc of 
Hind, aud do one bag fired a shot at bjrp^ ^oe kaa 
died in resisting blm. What then can I do ?* [SPD, 
xxi. 00, 100.) 

A little later, Abdali wrote to Suraj Mai calling 
upon him to (a) surreoder hie receotly uaurped tamtOTtce, 
(5) pay a tribnte, {o) present himself at the Ab£li Coiu% 
and (d) eerve oadar hie banner. It waa impotalbW for 
Sura] Mai to fight agalnat ooch OTerwhalnu^ o4da, 
and yet be dorst ncpt place hima^ wi^in Ahmad 8hab’e 
reicb lest be should share Uie fate of Imad. 5o, be 
pursued the policy of gaining time by tending an envoy 
to the ioTader's camp to discuss terms and bribe the 
Afghan minister wHh two IsAhs. If a Mantha anay 
arrived for the defence of the north in a few weeb, he 
wonld (aa he told An^ji) join it with hia bmd asd 
money and %fat Ab£Ui; otherwise he muM make his 
snboussicn. From Mathuri, he went fw to 

fait stooc^ fort of Eumbher, his gsUant aos 

Jawihir Singh stayed behind for the drfeace ef that holy 
etoy. 
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§ 4, Abdali topiure* Bal/ahhfjorh. 

Leaving Delhi in tbe afternoon of 22 nd February, 
Ahmad Shah roarcKed down tbe west bank of the 
Jamnoa, by way of Khizirabad (two days’ bait) aod 
Badarpur (25th Feb.), to a place about 6 mUee south of 
Ballabbgarb. His objectives were Stiraj Mai’s atrong- 
holda of Kumbher and Dig, and at drat he left Ballabb- 
garh UDtaken in bte rear< as a negligible fortatice. But 
as bis foragers, spread over a vast area, approached 
this place, tbe Jat garrison attacked them, slaying and 
wonodiog many [TALS. 108A, DC.] Tbe radnction 
of Ballabbgarb was immediately decided upon. The 
head of the Xhsr^ni artiliery came to Delhi for taking 
away four guns of heavy calibre from the palace defences 
(27 Feb.): draught buUocks, ropes and beams were 
seised from pKvate houses in order to transport the 
guns and munitione to ^e 61 ^’b camp. But, after all, 
these heavy |^08 were not needed. Ahmad Shah 
pereonally directed tbe siege, and his 6ve mortars, 
firing with a hi|^ mussle elsvatioo a kind of shell 
(consistaog of two iron hemispheres welded together, 
which broke and spread on impact with the ground) 
and constantly ehiftij^ tbeir angle, iufUcted such a 
destructive bocnbai^neat on Ballabbgarb and so 
^^mpletely overpowered tbe swivel-pieces and muskets 
formed die only fire of the defence, that the place 
beeane 'enteoable in a ^w bour^ In the silence of 
the pjgbt tte garrison (ineiadiDg JawiUr Siu^) slipped 

/ 
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oot and eftcap«d by the Jamuna eido (3 Mari^b.) 
The Afghaan broke the gaUfi open, aod put h\] the 
imoatcs to the aword. The epoila taken included 
Ra. 12,000 io caab, poto of silver aod copper, gilt idols* 
14 horses, 11 camels and a great store of gnio aad 
clothing,* 

^ 5. JnJutft JOkin fights ihe JaU, bafllt of Ckaemi«4(i» 
Here the Shah halted for two days cnore. Meaa^sse, 
ai early as the night of 26>27 Feb,, be had detached 
Johan Khan aod Najib with 20,000 men, telling them, 
'Move into the boundaries of tlir accursed Jat, and ia 
every town and district held by him alay and plaoder. 
The city of Mathiui is a holy place of the Hiadoe .. 
let it be put entirely to the edge of the nroid. Up to 
Agra leave not a ^gle place stand log.* The 6bah 
also conveyed a general order to the array to plaodor 
and slay at every place they reached. Any booty they 
acquired was made a free gift to toem. Any persoa 
catting off and bringing in heads of intidela ahoald 
throw them down before the tent of the chief miniater, 
wherewith to build a high tower, Five Bupeea tor 
each enemy head would be paid from the UovtfOOMKit 
fands. [Sitnio, In Ind, Anf., 51,| 

The alien gaMraliaricno and the Eob^ soldier of 
tortone carried oat tooir dread osaater'a oemmand to 

* Chpotra d BiUlabhgaA,— ttoaln htd. 

^ TALS, KSMCfta (no dsmlL) /aC (itoles oaly.) 

r 
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the Utter. They fir Bt swo&ped down u])OD Maihurii. 
But the UbUd birth-place of the Divine Preserver wft« 
not to fall without a etrugglo. Troc, the Marathas, 
after euokiog tbe Delhi-Agra region and the Doab on 
the other bank dry for three years, had fled away. Not 
a aiogU Maratba bled in defence of the hoUeat of 
y^hsav ehrinee; their pan-Indian suxor^iity 
[ffindiipad Fa4shah>) did not involve tbe duty to 
protect But the Jit peasaotrii* were detercomed that 
it was only over their corpses that the ravager ebould 
enter the sacred capital of Braja. Oataide the village 
of Ohauinaba, milee north of Ma^u^, Jairabir 

Singh barred the invader^a path with lead than 10,000 
men and offered a desperate resistance (28th February.) 
F^om sunrise the battle raged for nine hours, and at 
the end of it *ten to twelve thousand infantry lay dead 
on the two sides taken together; the wounded were 
beyond cooDt," and tbe broken remnant of tbe Jat 
aroy took the road to th^ homes. * 

$ 6. Afghans sack and massaers a4 MaJhum. 

X%e Hlndn Bethlehem now lay utterly prostrate 
before the invaders. Bariy at dawn on 1st March the 

* 7AL& lC6a. L 69 qaoM a ztgiort fioai DeUii na 
imigaUii. "A Jti fofoe of 5.000 ouae out of &&thm aed 
Cei^ Abdaii's anny tbmify, bot vm defeated by ioperior 
aaokwa Ibxee thooeaad Jate Ml aad ifiOO fled away.” PG 
. osa Mt easoed this battia 
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Afgbuo OATftlry barst iata tbe uomUed &Dd uoauApectioK 
city of MatborS, mod Dcith^r by tbeir maatar's ord«hi 
nor from tbo aevore haDdUog lh«y bad reoeived m 
yaatcrday’s Hgbt, wen they io a mood to ebow meroy. 
For four boors there was art iDdieeriaiatte maasacre 
and rape of tbe aoreaistiog Hindo popnlatioo,—all of 
ibem Doa-oombaiaata and many of tbezo pTMet^ Brea 
the few Mnelim reeldents oould not alvaje lave tbett- 
welToa by taklog their trooeara ofT and ihovinf that they 
were really follower of the Prophet *Idoia were 
broken and kicked about like polo>balls by the lelaaio 
heroea' Shahi,%U.\ Kousci were demo!lahed 

cn saarcb of plunder and then wantoely set on fir^ 
Oiutted with the blood of 3|000 diqd, Jabao Khaa lidd 
a ooatribQtioQ of one lakh on li^at remained of die 
population and marched away from the amokim ntUa 
the same niy^ht 

After the tl^ oaoie the ‘When after the 

massacre Ahmad Sbah’a tro^ marched onward from 
Mathnia, Naj^ aad hU army remained there for three 
days, plundered roach cnoney aad buried treaeure, and 
carried off many beautiful females ae oapUrea.* 
|Kai-ud-dio Hasan, l&d.| The blue waves of the Jnmuaa 
^ve eteimel repose to such of her danf^ten m oonld 
dee to her ontitreCched arms ; acme othef h^ipy iroman 
foand a nearer refi^ from io the da^ 

depths of thw household wells. B«t for those of th^ 
sUten who sorvived there waa »o eeeape from a fats 
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worse thsfi dedtb. A MnsKiu eye-witooss thus describes 
the soenc in tbe mined city a fortnight later : ‘Every¬ 
where in lane and ba/ar lay the headless tninks of the 
slain, and the whole dty waa burning. Many buUdinge 
bad been knochcd down. The water of the JamuniL 
flowing past waa of a yellowish colonr, as if polluted 
by blood. The man [a Muslim Jeweller of tho city, robbed 
of bis all and fasting for several days| said that for 
sevon days following the general slaughter the water 
flowed of a blood-red colour and then the water bad 
turned yellow. At the edge of the stream I saw a 
number of huts of Vairagis and Saouywis (»>., Hindu 
asoetios)^ in each of which lay a severed head with the 
head of a dead cow applied to its mouth and tied to it 
with a rope round its neck."* 

Issuing from the ruins of Mathura, Jahin Kharv 
roamed the country round, slaying and plunderuig every¬ 
where as directed. Yrindavan, seven miles north of 
Mafliaia, could not escape, as its wealth was iodicsted 
byibt many temples. Here ano^er general massacre 
was praotised npon the inoffensive monks of the most 
pacific order of Vishnu’s worshippers, (e. 6 March.) 
As the same Mohammadan diarist records after a visit 
to VrindSvaQ, * Wherever you gssed you beheld heaps 
«£ aluD i you could only pick your way with dlfBculty, 

' Ifen^e sod aa^ of UaChara,—Saoia la M. 
aCMB. Bhmm sUu 3^ TAL$. Z0ft»a&d 109». DC .Sar-ud-<BB. 
m. tA. IW; azTfi. 168 . Bsj. 1 . G. 
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owisf to tbe rjuaotitf of bodiea lying about and tbo 
aicoQOt of blood spilt At cue plaoo th&t ve roacbod 
we saw about 200 dead children lying in a heap. Kot 
one of the dead bodies bad a head ... The gtench ud 
effluvium in the air were auob that it waa painful to 
open your mouth or even to draw bieath.’' 

§ 7 . Ahdali'$ aJtack on Ookui. 

Moving a fortnight behind hie vanguard, Abdali 
himself came upon the ecene. He had etomed Bailabb- 
garh on Ird March and halted there for two day*. 
On the 15th he arrived of>ar Mathura, and wisely 
avoiding that reeking human abanbles orosaed over 
to the eastora back of the JAmuna and eocampod at 
Mabavan, * eix ailee aoatb-caai of the Two aikw 
to bis west lay G^ol, the seat of the pontiff of the 
rich Vallabhichirya MOt Abdali’e po£^ of frif^ulaesa 
bad defeated bis cupidity ; dead men could not be held 
to ransoou The invader'a nnastislfed need of money 
was presaiog him ; be eoughc the help of load'H local 

• AeoordlAg to Saoia to Jf^. 01 . TAL.^ lC»e my* 

(hat ou ^ )Unt Us camp ai 8aili Sola. B iss ftw 
Mesburs. XeiU is ft aulei mnih ot Msthan asd epfeeti* 
Mshavsa. (Hi reeoeda (hat c« 28(h Manh (hs mm Mided 
IMhi that Ahdali hsd sartiied from Mathura a Vrtedtnta. Raj. 
t ftS MTi that from Mahan ha datMtoi a ten to anh Goho^ 
TtfadlTaft. I Mina rha la both (te aheva weete Vriadhvaa k 
aa sow fee CMaf, i^lafc smade tt m, aosth ot k aad ea the 
a jpoite bajth of the Janua. 
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knowledge ae to tWe moat promising eoarcea of booty. 
A detachment from his camp was seot to plunder 
Ookul. But here the monks were martial Ka^ 
saeayisis of Upper India and Bajput&na. Four thousand 
of these naked ash-etncsrsd warriors stood outside Gokul 
aod fought the Afglxaos, till half of their own unmbor 
was killed after slajiog an equal force of the euemy. 
Theo, at the entreaty of the Boogal subahdar’s eoTOy 
(Jagalkishor) and bis assurance that a hermitage of 
faqirs could not oontuQ any money, Abdali reoalled the 
detschment *‘AU the Vaingie perished, but Qokoloath 
(the deity of the eity) was saved/' as a Marathi 
newsletter puts it. (Raj. i. 6S.| 

S 8 Johan Ehou ^InntUrs. and /fiir* Ainv. 

Jabao Khan aod Hajib were now recalled to Abdali’e 
oamp from their roviog commission of raid and slaughter, 
and eeot to levy cootribution on Agra, throoged with 
the richeat fugitives ^m the capital. The Afghan 
king's plan was to advance from Agra as a base and 
capture the Jat forts or compel Suraj Mai to pay a 
large tribate. Jahan Khao at the head of IS,000 borse 
made a raid on Agra io the noraiog of 2let March. 
A deputation of bankers met him outside tho gates and 
prmnleed to ransom the dty for five lakhs; but it was 
to ocUect the money promptly, and the 
Ptfhan loalog patienoe entored the etty and plundered 
four wards o< % up to ^ Blue Cupola. Bone masaeoie 
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tMk plACA htn ateo, (be rictimfl bciog it 

2,000. But hifl prc^M wm Atopp«d by the wiUe of 
Akbir's fort from which Miru S*ifall»h (tiie eon of the 
imperial rjUn^ar) opened Ore, ^ui pro venting the inTwden 
from ehowiag their hoeda near it. Jihio ICban tfaersforr 
halted tor some dayi to ox&et the laonej fr^ the biiikeiw 
of the olty. Only ooe lakh, out of the prombed five iakhe, 
was nie«^ by the local impenal offiezab fthe qiladv, 
nbebdar aad rnty kotwnl) from Bamaldae ^ ^eoi of 
Jagat Seth of Bengal, aod paid, wbeo Jabio S!baa 
received a peremptory order to retaro to hie maeter 
<23 March.) He let off at euaaet and rejoined AbdaK 
near Mathura ootbe 24tb, aod finally on die 28th the 
retreat to Afghanistao b^o. ]09fi: }fui. 131 ; 

BamiB Id Tnd. Anfitf. 65 ; SPl). xkL 111, xrrtL 140, 
162. Baj. i. 63.| 

S 9* AfrocitifM of troopf. 

Thia sudden change of plan ooed^i e^iplanatioo. 
We have aoen how Ahmad Sbab had reached Mabavaa 
(oppoflite Mathura) about 15th March. Hie track bad 
been narked by the same desolation and haroo.* 

• Patlur X. W«odel wrote t«a ;atfa aRerwank. Mat 

looked ftem t distasoe ac this cwieiaropbe to Ms BiaK wbiA was 
totally eel 00 fin aod Woodehed ky ike baitMiky e< ika DHraala. 
jefiaed to dm Bwtielae, who ksti ^oaM to aoaa U wm «a lUe 
irfrmdrti that tfae eevlroaj el Agra, aad ftat ei^ itaaU wwa 
dao te a d Bon thaa ever. We tea wfm et tfab famr, tho aad 

k caMkS •£ {&** f P. ?S.l 
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Agra to Delhi not h toao whs lefHn ftoy hamlet... 
Along the route by which Abdali has come and gone 
hack not two eecra of grain and fodder c^n be had.” 
[SPI?. XXL 1^11} 111.1 The Muslim eye-witness thus 
describes tlie Afghan atrocities 

"The Shah |c. 3 March) issued an order for slaying 
and plundering. His soldiers were assured that e7ery- 
one would bo allowed to keep ^atever plunder ha 
took and would be paid He. o for every coemy head 
I brought in.] It was midnight when the camp-followers 
want out to the attack. One horseman nounted a horse 
and took teo to twenty otbera, each attached to the tail 
of the horse preceding it, and drove thenk just like a 
striog of camels. When it was one watch (3 hours) 
after sunrise I saw them come back. Every horeemaii had 
loaded ap all bis borsee with the plundered proper^, 
and atop of it rode the girl-captives and the slaves. 
Xhe severed heads were tied up in mgs like bundies of 
pWL and placed ou the beads of the captives... Then 
the heads were atnek npon lanoes and taken to the gate 
of the chief minister for payment It was so extra- 
ordinary display 1 Daily did this manner of slaughter 
and pluDdering proceed. And at night the shrieks of the 
womeo captives who were being ravished, deafened the 
earn of people ... Ali tiioae beads that had been cut off 
Wve built into pillam, and the loaptive] men npon whose 
beads those bloody bundles bad been brought in, wero 
aids to ipKnd oom, and then their beads too were cot 
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off. These thbgA wcot on nil the wa; to the d(r of 
nor was nnT part of the oonntry eparrd. In 
addition to all thie, hve thousand Ruhela foofr-soldien 
joined the army Each mno procnred some thirfy to 
forty bu£ralo<»a The plundered goods, such an jewds and 
clothes, they loaded upon these baffaloes, nod setablijbad 
a market of tb^r own within the caop, when they told 
all theee things at low prices.... Coppv and Other 
▼essels that had been broken np were g trewsd aloag ^ 
ronte of the army and no one etooped to pick them op. 
Excepting gold and silver nothing was carried away." 

S 10. Cholera fpiflem/r }i> AiMiQ/rn miny of ^faharaH, 

Sooh were the unspeakable suffering of the barmlees 
peaeutf and tzadare, whose ooly crime waa tMr 
sappoeed wealth. Tbeo ooCnged Natore iom op fe 
wratL Ahdali had eocaaaped at hfahivu 18 bUss 
downstream of Trin^&ran. 'Hte tirer, its level now wy 
low at the height of the dry Masco, waa choked inth 
&e half^omt and anbernt bodies of sni^des aad 
slaughtered penooa i aad in three weeks' time dee 
Indian son did i4 work. The water reaohed Ahdetfe 
cainp after washing Yrindavaa UathsTa aad nth g 
piaoes, all r^stream, which bad boM (used into 
ilasg^ter-honees by his order. A cholen epidoosio 
broke ont at Maharan aad daily IM of Us eddiere 
b^an to die of it There wee do rwedy, »o medicine 
andlabU ( *tt ooet Es. tbO to bsiy n soer ef tamarind, * 
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drink maJo of tatoai iod beiog preacHbod with benefit. ” 
^e lose of horse-Hesh wa^ equally hoavy in the Afghan 
army. His surviving soldiers claiaoured for rsturniDg 
home. AbdaliV bends were forced. He wrote to the 
Ekoperor (o& i^dth March) that he was about to tara 
back, and he sent ofl fast riders Co recall Jahiu Kbao 
and Kajlb from Agra.” These two rejoined him on the 
24th. A second domiciliary visit was paid to Yriodavan 
to realise the contribution laid on that city after the raid 
oftbebth. And in these four days a last despairing 
edbrt was made to get something out of Suraj Mai. Ha 
bad promised a tribute of five lakhs to the Shah and a 
1 ^ of two lakhs to bis ministers, but, thanks to the 
uniooked for epidemic, be evaded '‘paying even a Ivur/.*' 
As Abdali's real intsotiODS were not Anally known for 
some time, Sara] Mai's envoys accompanied bis camp 
parleybg up to the oorth-weatem suburb of Delhi, and 
whan from that place the Afghan army unmistakably set 
otU for their home, fast oameU riders brought the happy 
news to Suraj Mai, and be unoeremoniously tarued out 
of his fort the two negotiators of tribute (Jugalkishor, 
and au A^ao oSicer) whom Abdali bad left there. 

§ 11. Abdali refires from /ftdia, April 1757. 
lo hia retnm march Ahmad ^ah reached Faridabad 
A 90tb March, Nijlb Khao moving parallel to him 

* 114^ Bunin in M. .inMf. 64>d5. Wecdel 

p. 91 aV, sd. Ul, arvO. 14?. 166, U. 72,7?. 
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along tbc cut bank of tbe Jamnoa asd croaeing orer 
a( BSjgbit to the Delhi side. From Faridabad the 
Afghao kiog and hie arm^ prooeedad rapidly to the 
oorthem suburbs of Delhi,—tba plain bojood Saiii 
Basant aod Saiai Suhail, avoiding the eitj aod mtrchiag 
aloQg tbe hver bank between tbe fort aad the Jamuoa. 
At this plaoe he halted for three days (SI March~2 April) 
ia order to Mcure hia virgin Cribate from the lapatial 
family, and here be received a &reireU viaiC from 
Alamgir II. Theo by way of Sooepat (LO April) be 
reached Tirauri (LSth), tod dfter taking 20 lakhs from 
Inayet Khan the aaroiodar of Kunjpuia, pursued hia 
way to I^bor aod Afgbamstao. Jahan Khio who bad 
been detached (end of March) to demand tribute fi^ 
die Baluch samiodare of the Hohtak district (aear ^ 
^ajafgarb jbii) and had returned uoaucocscfnl, bow hi 
hie vanguard. (SPD. ii. ?!.] 

12. Abdati'n bootf/ nnd^rh&nera from hidia. 

Tbe plunder that Abdali camad away from India 
was valued by oontomporary reporters differently^ $t 
3, 4, 9 and even 13 krorea of Bapeee. Tbe hnoun bOOfy 
of war ioolodad Hasrat (tk* maiden da^tm ^ 

Emperor Mobamomd princees, «e rcBohiag 

bar I5th year, in February 1736, had exdtod tha paeaioa 
o£ Alao^r U., had ihaioaleealy d em ait de d her 
band m marriage, but die bad r^ed, "I prefer 
So [eooh aj marriige.'* And now this trader lamb 
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wfta to bo pounced upon by n fierce Afgfaeo of i^ad' 
fatherly whose two ears had bf eo docked and nose 
wae rotting from a leprous carbuncle. At Abdali's 
demaod for her hand, there was wailing and aiarm in the 
imperial harem. The (wo DowagerH;opre8ees cried out, 
^We eball slay her and thee kill onreelres, but we vnl) 
not ^vo her to an Afghan." Fruitless efforts were 
then made to save ber, by bribing MughlaDi Begun to 
report to Abd^I that the girl was really not handsome 
enough for him, and later by Alam^ II falsely swear- 
tag that she had been brtrotited to a Delhi prinoe. 

Bat there was do escape for her. On 5tb 
April she was taken, decked aa a bride* to Ahmad 
Shah’s tents; Malika-i-zamani and SSbiba Mahal 
(widows of Mcbamtnad Sbab) and MabtaraQi*un>nisa 
(a daughter of the late Emperor Ahmad aod a nursliag 
of Malika-i'zamani from her infancy) acoompaaied the 
weeping bride io exile out of Indi^ Other Delhi 
princeeees jveeent in the retreatiz^ Af^ao camp were 
Alacngir Il’a daughter Otohaj^un'iiLn the wife of 
l^ur Shah, and Aiffat-un-usa the daughter of Diwar 
Bakbsh and greaL-graod-daughter of Auiangrib whom 
£Iadir Shah had muTied to bis son h'aaruUab in 1789 
and whom Ahmad iU>dali bad taken to hie bed after the 
Border of h^adk. With this party went 19 odier ladies 
od tile Delhi harem, bet 400 maidservants who were 
bting deegged away with their niafreasee escaped froA 
the wi^ asd dbpmed to their heaoa A Marathi letter 
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nportfl, PathAQ bas taken awa^ the haodaomd 

mvea of the amirs aud of [other | people, and sent 
them off to Labor” ITJL-S; lOfli-llUv H3fl, 
1124, 114 /a Df\ SPD. xxl 11H, 9S, jxWi, 163. 
Baj. i 63.j 

The humbler captives fared better. At hie farewsU 
interviev with the cooquaror at San SuhaiJ (Snd 
April), Aiaagir If entre*ted the 3hab to release the 
poor Dften and women whom hia soldiers had taken into 
alaverv dnring their lodian campaign. The praver was 
granted and thus several thousaada of Indians, male 
and female, were Aougbt out in the Afghan camp and 
sent back to Delhi with tbo returning Emperor. Next 
Borniof (Srd April) all whose relatives could be found 
ware handed over to their care, the friendleae were net 
free to go ^rtierever they liked. Among these captives 
there was no man or woman of any respectable family ; 
they were all villagers.” [TALtS; 112 b.] 

The imperial capital did not eso^e a second 
plunder daring the retreat of the Af^iana. On Slat 
March, we read, spite of the Shah’s prohibitioa and 
his ^pointxnent of Na)ib IQtan to protect the mty, the 
vast cooooorse of his iahpMhes: ooold nM be 
prevented from looting and exaoting money on some 
oew ^etezt every day. T%e people were oppressed.” 
Aipin, oo 8-JO April while 6&uba Mahal was on a 
ioal visit to Delhi to remove her belonglags, the 
2,^0 Dnriol moaketeen irbo feemed her eee«t 
% 
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took to plundering; the Delhi baiare. Hln, 

116rt.| 

The ioiitieaeity of the booty taken away from lodla 
oan he iinderetood from the enormoua eita of the 
transport reqalred for it "AbdaU^e owe goods were 
loaded on 28,000 camele, elephants, mules, bollooks and 
carta, while 200 cemei'loads of property were taken by 
Muhammad Shah’s widows who accompanied him, and 
these too bclooged to him. Eight)* thousand borso mid 
foot followed him, each man oarryiog away spoiJa. 
Hit oapairy returned on foot, loading tbdt booty on 
Iheii ^kargers. For seouiing tnoapor^ the Afghan 
IdJ^ left no hone or camel in any mis’s bouse, not 
open a dookey. l^e guns he bad broo^ for tahiog 
the Jat forts, he abandoned because their drsaghtrcattle 
had to be loaded with bia plunder, and the Jat Bajah 
took tkeee gune away into his i9rt in aot a 

PWoed was left with anybody.'* [8PD. i£ 71.} 

By Abdali'g direction, toe Emperor ccoferted on 
IcBid-«l-malk toe full powers of wasir, vice Shah Adam 
(Sid Apnl), while hfsjto Ebao was appointed bia 
supreme agent in India and the real master of the 
Delhi Gorertuneot [TAL8. Il5h, BCl] 

§ 13. AbdaU asnds ttoo Mu prinm to 
rseorer ths DO06 (md Ottd/u 
JAmaA Shah Abdali was toroo^est life detormioed 
not to lOake India bde hoa^ nor to pemooaily cooduot 
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th« government of Delhi. He th« 2 refore siaccrely 
desired to restore the Mughal Emperor Co real power 
aod wealtii by winning hid provinces back from the 
refractory goveraora end placing them in chaige of 
loval ofKcers who would support their sovereign with the 
provincial revenue and troops. dbuji-ud^uJah, who 
held the rich tubahi of Oedh and Allahabad, waa the 
hereditary enemy of the Emperor, his wazir In^ and 
Abdali’s agent Najib Khan alike, and the hereditary 
allv of the bated Merathaa and the ever’iehellioos dat 
Rajah. He bad kept aloof from Abdall during tins 
invasion of 1757. His dominions also barred (he wsy 
to the etUi richer lout provinces, Bihar and Bengal. 
Abdali’s first scheme of wresting Sbnja's provuioes by 
meaos of Ahmad Baogasb wae dropped on aocouot of 
Ahmad's manifeet iooapaoity and military impotenoe. 
Then, by the advice of ImSd, it was deeded to transfer 
these eastern provinces to two of the Emperor’s sons* 
and send them with a small Afghan force to occupy the 
country, because it was hoped that the preet^e of ^ 
blood imperial would deter rebellious chiefs {hob 
oppoung them by anns. 

The Emperor was requeebed to sand to Ahmad fSiah’s 
eamp near Mathon two of hie sons, sits fmaHy 

* Expedkion of the two nto the 

Dcab .‘-'^amia ta M. AaSay. ISOf. M6 (oKoBaldsk CiLS. 100^. 
iCBa, m. DC. 8PD. axrih 

xA ni-m SM 
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appoiotiog theni subalidan of Oudh {nun Allababtui) 
&Dd Beogal [f'um Bihar.) On 14th March h« gave leave 
of departure to his aon Hediyet Bakheh and hie nephew 
and 80n4a>law Mir» BSIm with lettere-patent for the 
govemorehipa of Bengal and Oudh respectivelj, bat 
nothiag else. They reached Abdali’a camp on the l^th 
with a poorer retinue and escort than even the lowest 
nobles of former times. They bad no moner for 
raising an army, and Abdali could not spare any large 
detachment of his own troops to support this adventure. 
He therefore planned that the prinoes ehoald ilrst go to 
the Doab (the Bulandshahar district), join Abtnad 
Beagash the Hawab of Farmkbabsd, dnve oat the 
Uaratha posts there, S8Ud>lish their own revenue 
collection, and with the resources thus gained enlist 
more men, advance farther east, oust Shuja from his 
provioccs, sad then proceed to the gold^ land of 
Beogal. To them Imid-uUmalk was sttoohed as 
gnardiaa and diplomat, and Jaogbac Khiu as commander 
of the eeomt with a miscallaoeoos force of S/)00 men 
stiffened by 600 Dimni soldiers, tod Kajib’s brother 
Saltan Q>an and son ZabiU Khan. 

This par^ arrivad at Agra on 28rd March ; .Talmo 
Elhaa left that city for his master’s camp that very 
and ^ faiDces, after being welcomed by the 
officers of the localr^, crossed the Jamnni oo 
&s 26^ and by way of Firesabad (28tb) reached 
Uefopwi so the Slat Here Ahmad Bangaah respeot* 
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fallj wilted on tbem (4tb April) and took Mim Buba 
witb binuelf to (^'idirganj in tbo north^weit, wliiJe 
Hodayet Bakh^ moved aoutb-eastwards to Etawa, 
from which the Maratba collector tied away. ‘The 
I>urrnoi contingent ntcrely plundered the ryote ol tbe 
place instead of establisbing a settled admioiatnfiioa 
there, because Ahmad Sbab’s aoldiera knew nothing but 
looting. The prinoe gained do revenue there. Mira 
BSIm remained at Qldtrganj tUI the 20th, Ahmad 
Bangaah supplying his shameful want of tenta diesa and 
other iDflterials. Then came the news that Sboja^nd* 
daul^ had sent a force nodcr Anupgir Gosaio ^^lost 
the two princes and that this force waa coming to loot 
Famakhabad. So, Ahmad Bangaah hastened back to 
his own 0^7 aod Mim B&Ia arrived there soon after' 
waids and Het^yet frocn Etawa on 6th May. Tba 
traoe-Ganges fiobelaa too caoM ie a large body uadar 
Hafia Rahmat Kbao acd encamped on the other side o£ 
the river, opposite QadirgaB}. .. The wacii Zmad tried 
bard to win Hafis over and gun hta armed eupport He 
crossed the river and visited Hifis on the 3dth, aod tiie 
two priooes did Use same neirt day aod enjoyed Hafii^e 
boeptality fc« fonr days.’* 

8 14. Fmlttr4 of tko pnwo' txpeditwi. 

.Vo/vCAds roapptar. 

tin Mgotzatioaa iae ao oftecnlve alHazioe dt^Eged 
OB for a long Close and proaleed ao a|p««3M0<, becBAea 
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the Ruhel&s shrank from provoking aootHer attack of 
Sbaji and dreaded Maratkaa for the sake of o 
master who was ini potent to help thorn. Sadullah Khan, 
the saoceesor of Ali Muhammad Buhela, was a personal 
friend of Shoja and worked at croea purposes with Hifa 
Imad returned to the princes' camp after a visit to the 
Bubela headquarters for taJklog their leaders over 

Meantime Shuja-ud-danlah himself had arrived on the 
scene "with a numerous army and countless guns” ; he 
declared that he was a loyal servant of the princes, snd 
woiild only attack bis enemies Imad-ul-mnlk and Ahmad 
Bpp g efh if they did not leave the ShahzSdes' side. 
The princes marched towards him on ^th June and 
ShujS too crossed the river Qaira near the vllls^ of 
Sandi and formed au entrenched esmp 14 miles from the 
position of the princes. While negotiatioos for a trihate 
went on between the princes and Shuji, and Jangbax 
Kjhifcn fought two skirmishes with the Oodh vanguard. 
&o slfuariOQ was suddenly changed by ths arrival of a 
new Maratha army under Sakhacam BSpn at Easgsmj, 
otdy two marohes from Fsrmkhahed, on 17th June. 
Immediately the nasoeot coalition collapeod; a settle¬ 
ment was speedily aside with Shuja: "the matter was 
settled at IS lakhe, Sve of ^oh were to be paid down 
and the balance after a year ( half of these five lakhs 
was to be paid to Jaegbis KTwi for bis expenses, and 
^ o^er Boiety was to be divided into five oqnal sbaree 
of Bo fiQjfiOO each, for the two pmoas, the waxir, dm 
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Ikogub Ntwftb, Ritcl Vahiya Khai) (th(» PHyi)ift9(«r of 
Mini BibS’* • 

Abmad lUnsasb, tnkiiig MirzH B»bu witli him, 
luutriicd bsok to bte cnpiul i24th dunA) ; tho wv.ir and 
Hediyot Bakhab followed the next day. Sbuja and die 
Robe la ohlefe went back to tbelr bomea. At yarrukba- 
bad the two princes had to dismiss all the soldiers they 
had nontly eoUated for the porpose of controllii^ tW 
sabeths assi^ed to them. Their adveotore ended is 
otter faUure aod great loss of money, without gainiAf 
an inch of territory or a Rnpee of reuenue. Etoii the 
war'indemoity promised by ShojS was act pt!d beyond 
tbe Arst lakh. Jaogbaz Kbao, exasperated at not getting 
tike Beans for meeting his soldiers* daes doiiag tiieee 
three ooatbs of campaigning, rtTaged the conDtE^,^ aad 
going to Btrily extorted the baJaoce «f tbe iadeasohy 
from Rajah Min Bai, tbe dtwan of Bed^lab KJwi, 
who had beeo Bbaja's interaediaiy ia the late 
p«aoe talks. 

• TAL& JSS»-123i. Tbe «ray whh ahsb atiiHSB 

tbs Oudb arsy at 1^25 Uwosaitd mso sod $4 hiadrsd gn 
<0 Jons}, sad sfiio st 25X00 bsq and 7-dCO gui (19 JanSi) We 
tom fruB 4 d n spstfh Ibu tbs Psdiws'i avey srilb 

tbs «utt iimd peace ea tbe tee ebba by Icariag tbe saCIlMwi M 
tbs Mat’s srtiSstiott Jaae.) zti. I9a U& 

f Eb afler sett&ac (he OAus <rf Ebeia. took s bond 

tor H lakhs inm BaAs and otbsr Tfahiiai, aad <b tbe 

f ertii sr aUe ef (he Oaages (tor naK^ lbs nMy.T' Bsport 
mM to Mi aboei 11 Jtiy. tf». M. Aar. p. to. 
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Do 4th July the princes at&rted fr^ui Farrukhabad 
on return to Delhi, in the aaoie humble guise and abjtsct 
poverty in which they had act out from tbe capital ou 
15tb March. By way of Aligarh (15 July) eod 
Sikaadrabad (21 July) they arrived within eight milee 
of Delhi OD the 23rd, bot by that time so great was tbo 
Maratha predomioauce along the Jamuaa that Kajib had 
to issue from tbe capital aod make a demonstration of 
force on tbe west bank to easore tbo safe croseing over 
of the princes ! They had absolutely nothing to show 
as their aohievemeut. Witbio a few weeks of their 
startiog £rom Agra they bad lost even that imperial 
d^. When Abdali set out on his return, Suraj Mai 
fijidiog tbe field clear, re'establiahsd all his outposts 
by sending back bis men, who had fled away before the 
A^ben advance, to occupy them. The Jat detachmeota 
even reentered their old posts on the eaetern bank of 
tile Jamuna, along the edge of the Doab. Aod the 
Maratbae, secure in tbe friendship of the Jats in their 
rear, asserted thdr predomlnacoe in tbe Doab ooce 
again, '^lis second ezpausioo of Maratba power will be 
treated ia tbe oext chapter. 
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Ra(SHUNATI! Raos NOKTIIRIW KXPF.mTlON 
AXt) EVKSTS DVKISO J757-n5f>. 

§ 2 . ^&lra^ha r$cctery itt the Doob : I heir dtffiaiilu$. 

We hive 8MQ how hj the toonth of Miy 1756, aS 
the forces of the Mentha Go?eroment had vacated 
RajputaDA And Hinduetao north of the CbusbaJ. Then 
wu left neai Delhi a body of 5,000 hone under Aotiii 
Manakeehwar, but they were the Kcopcror^e servants 
whose saisrr of 13 lakhs a yeax the vazir had takes 
It irpoa hioself to pay. There were, bosidee, eaall 
bands of escort with the Maratha manaj^ers of Astajt's 
jagirs in the Do^, (Pbaphaod, Shukohalnd and E(awt)y 
the Hinganee’ jagin farther aorth (la the Bnlaodehahar 
acd Mirat districts), sod the Peehwa’a hiboie^lectort 
io the soothfast (Kora and Jabeoabad.) Bet all their 
gefiStals and regular armies had gone bade to iha 
DeeoazL Raghuoath himself bad reached Puna oalfr 
AogQst 1755 after two and a half yean ^ campaigii' 
iBf; aad in Octeber 1756 we find hia as wdl as 
Bolkar at Pana Tr>d Dattaji dae to 

retam tfa«a from Ujjcu after the Dii^ earsmoay. 
At the eod of this year wd aoaa weeks later 

Bag^aaalh were again de^atehed to the oorth. 
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R^huaath reached Indor on 14 Februarr 1737, ami at 
first taJked of marchiiiff ou Delhi, winch was m Abdali’a 
occupation. But we shall see io Chapter 18 whv he 
could not fur nearly four months afterwards leave 
Ksjputann nor make my attempt to restore the Maratha 
power and prestige iu the Doab. At lest about the 
middle of May, be detached a force of 20,000 men 
Udder Sakbarfim Bapu, with Vital Shivdev, TStjw 
Oauf^dhar (Holkar’s diwao), Antiji MSoakesh war and 
the Household troops {hmarfit.) They first reached Agra, 
where they came to terms with the Jate. Suraj MaJ, 
OB ppomlsiog to pay the outstaodidg balance of the 
mdsmnity of 1734, was loft in possession of his 
usurpations io the Agra district and the westcro border 
of the Doab (Daakaur Ac.) Then the Maratha 
TABgoard crossed the Jamnoa and reached Kasgaoj «b 
17th June. As the Maratha horse approached, eveiy- 
where there was a panic flight of the agents of the 
wazir aod ths Baogaah 19awab. The Marathas recovered 
their former outposts in the Doab with hardly a blow. 
AntSji hSoakeshwar weat to Aoupabahar aboot 2nd 
Joly, and a strong Maratha force occupied the Sikaadra- 
bad district It was only at Mirat that Kajib’s agents 
Oua cousin aod his bakhahi) offered fight at the head 
of 3,000 men, bat their opposition was swept sway 
with heavy loss oo both aides after two battles (c. 10-15 
JoL^) with Anta^i A Bohela contingent, 2,000 strong, 
which was oocning £raa beyond die Qangea to 



» 17571 MARA Til An RKfVkVKIC r>oAI( 13P 

X&iib's power tn Mint, waa retired awaj frnm thr* y^Av 
hj Aotaji’A lieatooflnt wlift lield Hnpiir. \SPIt. ii. 7H, 7r», 
XXL 61. 126. TALS. I24M2.V/. Rnj. i, p. 134./)C| 
Snhaniipnr, Mint, Stkaiidnbnd, ShtikobabmS, 
Pliapbuiid, Kuw» and ovoo snnthwarde n« far m Korm- 
Jahnnabad, wore all freed from tJic agenta of the Delhi 
Court or of Kajib. The wasir Imad'ul-isiilk kept the 
diwao Kagar Mai at Aoapebahar to ootreat tbe Maratbaa 
to uake friesda with bito agaia. Shuja-ud-daulab had 
read! I j agreed to the Maratba proponl to remaio oeutraJ 
daring this war in tbe Doab, as Maratlia encourage^ 
meat had ati^'onod his opporitioo to tbe waair’a receot 
attempt to dupoi^sese bim of bU two subabs by oea&a 
of the ^tahzadaa. But Che financial gain of tbo hUratbaa 
was tosignificanb IViigb the Maelim ueurpera bad 
been drieen away from the regioo, tbe normal taainteS' 
ance of order and the peaoefni oolle^tioa of rerecne 
could not be restored eo eaelly. Tbaaks b> tbe bet four 
yean* constant ebaage of legally aathoriaed owsera, 
nsarpationi, political revolutcona tod forri|^ bvaaiofiy 
the whole of tbe Doab bad become a N«>«aa'a laed, 
aeething with disorder. Hie ecHpie of tbe legitfoMde 
government daring Abdali’s invarion aod tbe EsbeU- 
Uaratba eoatest had tempted every amlsitkiaa t» 
oocne out with hie band, recounoe all aaetwa and 
swwoaeb i^o bia neighboua’ laadja Tbe Qojart apread 
ia iawlaee aotsvi^ ^roagb tbe iNUaa «Bb^vin(oe. 
Tbe Ba^ot laodlerd* of thin r^ioa men a tbtriy 
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rebellious lot ■, almost every village ijad been fortified 
with mud walls,—as the English found to their cost in 

Buppressiog the Mutiny in 1S58,—and the petty Rajahs 

with their armed bands had Bcised as much land as they 
could. Two thousands of such mud'forte were reported 
in the Doab by the Maratha agents, and their conquest 
by force would have token years and a faJl-sised amy 
and e:cbau9tIesR gan>EauniCioD. [3PD. xzvii. 199,196 
168,169, 170. it 76.) 

Hence, the Marathas on their return to the Doab 
found neither peace dop money, and had even to 
for fnnde from the Puna Government to save their 
soldiers frcia starvation- At the same time the Peshwa 
was issuing ass^o meats on the hypothetical Dcab 
revenue to every one of hie creditors aod generals in 
North India and censuring bis local ofheen there for 
default of payment. BothAntaji and Bapu Hingan< warw 
aooaaed of peculation of their master^s dues and their 
properties were escheated I The art of maintaining an 
empire eteroaily on credit has not been discovered 
by any human brain. 

§ 2. Plan for ousting N<^ib Rhan from Delhi. 

Kajib bad been the right-band rnfr^ of Abdali diuiog 
tbe late invasion and had been left by the oonqneror as 
his sopreoic agent in Delba, thus replacing the ofhcial 
wasizABthe Emperor’s keeper- *The Emperor, after 
. Abdalfs dapartnre, had placed all the diatticts ronod 
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the capitfJ under Xa] lb. authorUing him to tippoint m>v 
ooU«ctor ho Hked. provided that the renta came to the 
icpperUI cxche<juer. But Knjib appropriated eveiythiag, 
even the yield of the prinece’ est&tea and gave thrii 
ownera onofoortb or one'fifth of viiat lie collected.* 
For ioaUnce, for the aoir (traaeit) duties of this rich 
aod important region ho paid only Be. 25/)00 per *r>num 
into the public ts'eaacry. \TAL8. 1206^ DC. nnder 11 
May.] Ihe Emperor found that he vaa no bettor oC 
noder Kajib’a dictatorship tbaa nader Imad’s, while the 
Bubcia upoUrt treated him with a ronghnsea onkooira 
to the nobly^born w&zir. Fe si^ed for hii old 
bondage. Imad, too, after the oollapee of ]ua recent anti' 
Maratha coelitioa andtt the Abdall'a blooeinga, bsc&Uy 
made peace with the Marathas And turned them agniaet 
Najib. Tlifi plan of the newly reoonoiJed allkt war ho 
expel Najib from Delhi and restore lo^ to pow e r 
there as a creatore of the Mantha^, to that ^ lapenai 
Qovernnent woold again be aobaorviest to every 
Decoaoi plan of expaoeion in North Indi^ Moraonr, 
half the indemnity proaiaed by the Imperial OoTsnaaati 
in JoAe 1764 alili remained anpaid, idiile tfaeaunal 
oofft of 13 lahha for Aataji’a aobaUliary troopo had 
faiian into arraara. TheraifMei Baghnoaih himntif 
tanad ^ face tcpwarda Delhi On 7tti Bapo 

Mahadav Blagaod, the Peahwa'a raa ld e o t wnU ai D^U, 
at bit oane back from Ua hidl^ plaoa b Knmbhac ; 
hi wie prateBted to the Eopwor aad ^vaa tha 
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snperlative title of (15tb June.) The 

Delhi Court thue openly abaodooed the recent aoti- 
Maratha policy, and tsade ready to velcome Raghunatb 
for expelling Najib. [DC- SPD. xxi. 120.) 

§ 8- Raghunntk Rwiiuxrd/es from Rajpuiana io Delhi.* 
While Sakharim Bapu took poat at Patpargaoj, 
facing Delhi fort, (cuiddle of July) and thus dominated 
the eastern bank of the Jamuna, Baghuoath at last 
b^an hia marGb upon Delhi at the end of July. 
Shamsber Bahadur with the artillery and the advaooed 
diTiaion reached Rewari {c. 27 July.) His orders were 
to hold thie ci^ to ransom and occupy the Crowolands 
in (he district around, but he found that the land was not 
in the possession of the Crown but "eTervwhere under 
Jat eoDtrol, with the exception of a few vilUgea held by 
ICamgar Khan Baluch and SitarSm of Kalina’s widow 
Satbbaci,—both of whom were already on (he ude of 
the Marathas.” Prince Ali Jah (the Emperor's aecend 
sod), who had come a few days earlier to Hewari for 
wresting the district from the haods of osurpere, was 
invited by fihameher Bahadur to a meeting in a g^en 
CBtalda and treacherously made prisoner with his 
Woman, (30 July.) The attempt to levy coatiibutioo 
from the Balucb tacnlndan of this district was frtdtiees. 
Pa|4"Tr*^ and hlalhar, who had left JaqMU’ territory 

* mi Mstfcn it buednpoa XJZS Ot*. l940-:S6a. 129 ^ 19 }*. 

liKK xrr9m,iVr^ lA 
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•( the eod of Ju^y, moT«d rtpidlj Co RcwAri, abnnrbod 
SbACiibtf'B coDtin^ent, croeeed the Nijafgvh jhil to 
KbarwA (7 Auf^u.'^t), aod arrivod a( Kbifirabad (wuth of 
Doibi cjtv) ou Zlth Au^st, and the ioT^etaont of tho 
impfrial capital immedUtely 

Meantime, vhea the dreaded Abda}i wae kaowa 
CO be oct of lAdia aod the ivoapeot of bia retara eeemed 
r«ii»ote> Ba^auth from ^ifpoc kad called apoo Kajib 
Sh$n 10 Jqm) Co pay itm ciiatomar 7 dteuith as in 
tbe reigaa of Mnbammad Shab and hia soo, oa tb« 
^iiod that tbe (aode aeeigaed to tbe Maradiaa ia Uaa 
of rknrdh baviog beeo oocopied bj Kajib he waa 
reqwoiible for tbe amouoC io caab. Tbie letter wae 
aeoempaiiied bj tbe arriral of thair vanguard ooaeutic^ 
of detaebmaBta from the cootiageote of Kuo 
(from Jbaoal) tad B^a (from Jaipor) fa tfra 

Agra district. Xheae meo, on ocQdag to ^fortW 
Wer, demanded tribnte from $iuaj bUl, who agreed to 
paj it Tbe enbabdan of Agm bad been gie<« hj the 
Peehwa to bCalbar Kolkar, who aoaisated Vitat 
Shivdee aa hit depoCf there (c. il Uaj^ ^om Agn aa 
a baae, the Manthaa croaaed the Jaautaa and aeot a 
Detwmfc of datachmeate to ocoirp^ the Poah to the 
bank of the Gangei (Jcioe and Jol/h aa we bova aaeo fa 
CL 16. Hioo^ the Muatkaa avoided Delhi at fizvt, 
thefr eomiag oeaaed great taecabliag aad w uel t y of grain 
ia ^ eepftal. Tbe wasir jotaed them. To tha demaM 
frw rhawfi the Bmperor had reptted that the Af^aa 
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plunderer bad left bim notblng for payment to the 
Marethaa. Najib advised him to prepare for boJdJy 
oppoaijig the Mnrathas if they offered force. 

§ 4. Xajfb\^ metraurea for defending Delhi. 

On 16th July from the valla of Delhi fort a Maratha 
force was sighted on the opposite back, plundering the 
graio dealers engaged io briogiog supplies from Slubdom 
to the capital. The Maratba headquartera under 
Sakbariim Bapu (Bagbunatb’e diwao) and Tatya 
Gangadhar (Holkar’s diwan) were establiahed at Pa^ar> 
gaoj. Than tbs ferries over the Jamnna from Warirabad 
in the north of the capital to Eihifirabad in its aouthem 
auborbs, ware closed^ ''none could oome from either 
bank, and graio in Delhi became very dear/’ {2 Aug.) 
Najib Eban had at Erst sent a part of bis own troops 
(nnder his brother Afzal Khan and captain Mnlia Xman 
Ehan) with some artUlsiy across the Jamnim to defend 
the Doab, but recalled them after four or 6vs days on 
seeiog the Maiatha occupation of that tract oompletCf 
and evsn wrote to bis ooUaetora thsrs to rstire peacefully 
bsfors tbs Haratba advance. Thus, the Doab wae 
sorreodered, and Najib conosotrated bia forces on tbs 
dsifsDce of the capiteL * 

Ka^ih had also mo a Kne of trencbss at Ebisirabad 
the oi^} to hae the line of invasion from the 
Mb. but be bad not soon^^ troops to hold tbsss la force 
• DC SFD^ btILI^ 
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add therefore wiiely withdrew moot of Us men from tb« 
Old City to the Xew. A gerrieon of 3^(Kl of hif own 
Ruhelae under MuDh Xiwd mod t^utb Sbith wm put in 
Delhi fort (21 July) end the artillery was planted 
below the iort, aoder the walb of KaJaoi B%h, 
to oppose tho Maratha adraaoe by that ^ea 
side. 

Tlte reafc of the month of inly and the first week of 
Aogeat passed in tbb state of watching for dewebf^ 
menta Then, at the report of Raghuoath's near 
approach to the capital, the Merathas on the east bank 
of the JamkiDH began to cross over to the Delhi side by 
boat oear Okhia in ksmail parties und formed aootiier 
post eoae 20 milea south of the city. Patrols seat out 
by yajib had a brush with their most advaaced foragen 
aod drove them back irith loss (fith August] Bnt tha 
invaders retnmed in greater eCreogth and pluudsred tho 
neighbourhood of Safdar Jangb tomb and the hfankbin 
<]uarter of the Old City, and adraacmg still further 
looted the lionses of Jalulnghpura and eveo the 
horstf of Bapu Hingan^. Najib, at tlte saa>e tise, eent 
his wakiJ {4th Angost) to Imad aod th* 

Maratha genersis at Patparganj, propoelog terme, bict the 
latter obatiaatelr demanded the retaoval of Kajibb 
ttoope from tbe fort aod Us own evaouatioo of the 
Mtyi saying that they bad no quarr^ with tbe Emperor 
UttMif. 80 , there was nothing left for it but to fight 
it ooL 


to 
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§ 0 . liaqkmuiiU (Utarh Delhi, H AiUimt 1757. 

It broke out on llth Auguatr whea lUghunatb wUl» 
hia lieuteaanCa roacbed Kbbirabad. Sak^raca crossed 
over from tbc Doab aod joiosd bim. Tbe; seot tbeir 
troops towards the * Uoa divtsloo^ maicbiog 
towards tbe Lnl Darwasa, eotared the Old Fort and 
slew Najib’e qiiadar of the place, a Patban earned 
Bakbfiwar Khao, who was a dismple of Qu 6 b Sbab, the 
popular apiritaal guide and Hgbtiog alif of the Kuhela 
cUa. Advanoiog further, tbef peaetrated ioto Old 
Delhi aad eogaged ia plunder. Narsiog^^^ KajathV 
aoa tvavaly withstood them, and with the help of 200 
fiuhelas sent out bj tfajib under Karam Khan, fou^t 
for some time, till overoome bj sheer weight of aumbera 
sad driven la Higbt up to the Delhi Qate of the Kew 
City. Thus Old Delhi was plundered aad all ita 
inhabitants scared away. 

A second Maratha division attacked the river bank 
sooth-east of the city, near tbe garden of <^vid Kbao. 
Kajib sent Shah with 2,6<K) men to oppose it Bat 
Qntb merely fired at the iovadera from tbe Blue Bastion 
of the city wall; iQ 8 te*d of venturing into the open. 
Najih himself watched the aotion from (he roof of (he 
Delhi Gale. Aboat 3 P.U. the firing ceased, Qoth 
nCired, aod went away with Najih’e pertaisaioo to ssok 
the vamr's Delhi coaasloo, ia order to aveage the 

• l^fhiBalb’e eOtek oe 2/e^ (a Delhi i-^T^LS. 13a>-15W. 
dPD. tIA zrriL IM, IM. (verjasetal) NQr*ud*dia. 


1767] vioijSTKa lUKUc 
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slAUghtei of &o roany of bU dtsciplea aoJ troops in tiie 
Old City. The infnriatcd Kuhelu found the v&air's 
gates closed from within and guarded by 600 meo. 
They entered by way of the thatched sheds projecting 
from the walls, slew the defenders, and plondered every' 
thing in the house, stripping and dishonouring Icoid’a 
women and servaota. M last 8^*ud'din Mohammad 
Khan (the brother of Aqibat Midimod Elhaa Kashgiiii^ 
pairihed hTajih, and going to Imad’e boxise removed the 
miserable ladies to the shelter of Bajsh 2^agtr Mai's 
vacant bouse. Sonae of these grand dames were placed 
in tho few covered waggons and Utters (dofis) that 
oould he secured; all tho rest bad to walk on foot 
^trough the public streets and baaare, with burqct 
thrown over their persona. This was the greateat 
outrage Uiat ooold be done to any Indian boug^iohle', 
not to speak of the hereditary grand waair of the realm, 
and it made a reoonoiliatiou between Imad aod Najib 
for ever imposrible. 

Imad from the eastern bank crossed over to the 
Maratha camp in the evening and vimted Bag^uoath 
and Malbar for cementing hi a alliance with the Invadan. 
Next day, a Maratha force again approached the river 
bank below the fort and redred about 3 P.M., aft^ 
bmog fired at from the city walls by ^fajib's men in 
the Blue Bastion. Then aettve operetioua ceased for a 
few dayB. 

After tiMsa futile cavalry attacks oa the impregnable 
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8(one of the c&pitftl from the south, bands of 

Mar&tha lijrht horse (onder Malbar) were aeot round 
the citf, towards l^raina and San! Khwijab Basant 
(io the west] and other enburba Najib olosed all the 

gates aad posted artillerf and troops at each of 
them. The Triple Archway in front of the Labor and 
Kashmir Oates was built cp with stones and earth, 
leaving only a narrow pasaage for traffic. "The |rrain 
supplj of the city was entirely stopped, and there was 
a great scarcity of food and consa^Dent sufTering. ‘Wheat 
sold at w aeera to a Rupee.*’ 

§ 6. Malkar aaeatUU Dtlhi from the Twrl/i. 

9t(aJhar Kolkar* with Vital SbiTdev and other lica- 
teoante and the waririB troops under Bahadur Khan 
Baluch and Jamil-ud'dio Khan, described a semi-oirole 
round the western side of Dolhi and entrenched opposite 
ikv9 Kashmir Gate in tbe north-east. vast force 
wis assembled in this quarter. They took possessioo 
of tbe oountry up io SabzL Mandi, the Horse Market, 
aod Wasirabad. M^y places ia this region were 
plundered” Maoaji F^ygudd was ordered to eotreneb 
opposite the ISbu! (or aorth-westero) Gate ; he oego- 
riated for biriog the Xnrki tooops of the Sindagh (4,000 
att^etesTs), who were living in unemployment in tbe 
Mag^pora suburb.* Tbe main Maratha camp was 

* TlwF takad (or sa sd*ao«e «f none; sad aome guM tad 
arttt«7B«. Ika negooMiooi did SM taatma. {f!PP. xat 190.1 
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now removed to tbe impenal Ardlleiy Arac^nel (Jinei 
XopkbiQdh) tiear the 

On '2jtb August the tiglitiog vss renewed. Two 
hours before dawn, e Nfanitbft force> accompaioed by 
Bab^ur Kban and Nogar Mai, entered the Qud^ 
Oardeo, planted their guas, and attacked the BiihaUa 
posted in the manaioos of Jafar Khao lud AU Mart&t 
Khan. The exchange of fire oontiaued all day, iiat 
defenders losing coaay meo.* In the ead the EnheU 
trcoeiiea outside were carriedy and they fell back inaide 
(be walls. The Cludsia Garden and the Begaa Bagh were 
captured. Tbc victors occopied the ground won ; B^adv 
Khan entrenched himself in tbe garden of Jafar Kbao, 
and Malhar sat down close to tbe K^mir QaM 
Tbeee advanced positions were well within tbe range 
of tbe big guns which Najib dragged to tbe northern 
ramparts during tbe night, and next day, 2dth Angast, 
seven liondred of Bahadur Khan’s contingent were 
killed by tbia lire. 

There was again a snspeneion of dgbtiQg. Najib’e 
force bad now been redneed to lees than 2,000 meat t 
be bad not a single friend in tbe city, and the Empanv 
was secretly infriguing against hun. He sought to make 
terms by sending bis wakU Meghmj day after day In 
Haihar, whose ^nt waa Mujirim {a bania.) Tbe 
Marathas demanded that Hajib ibould r^^o the poet 

* FroB Bslimgwb two kige gone wwe ired on ib« MMdlania, 
bat tbiir ebMa Ml titOR. 
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oi Fajroatt^r-Qeneral^ vhicb h&d been promised to 
Abmad Khan BacgasU, vacate tbo fort, go to his own 

add pay an indemnitv of 50 or 60 lakbs. Kajib 
declined to resign hie poet or leave the capital uoless 
Imad did the same on hie part, and he cfTered only* hve 
lakhs. He preferred death in fight to the diehonoor of 
accepting hia enemiea’ exorbitant demands ; he abused 
the Bmparor for bis cowardice and treachery and 
ifiteroepted bis letters to Imad. The Emperor was 
helpless, "neitbcr side would listen to blcn.'' Imad 
oontiaaed to fame over the Ruhela outrage on hia harem, 
and Ragbunath grambled at his angast personality being 
%Dored and Najib n^^tating with Malhar, whom 
Baghuoath hated. 

S 7. ItfnffHied atloef:^ on NaJiO in DeUu. 

So the war broke cut afresh ca 30tb August. 
BaghonSth fought against the Delhi Gate (in the south) 
and Icnad against the Labor Gate (in the north-weat.) 
In the night of S9-30 AngaeC, the Blaiathas opened fire 
from all aides of the city. * Their cannon-balls reached 
the Hayat Bakhab Garden, (be the 

Diwin-i-am, and the imperial Wardrobe, within the 
palace. Two bastions of (be Delhi Gate were demolished, 
n^e Slst also passed in this kind of artillery attack 
from all aides of the city. The Rchelas made a eorde 
Arosi the Labor Gate, drove away the men of Imad and 
Ahaad Bangasb who bad advanced from the Id^h, and 
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Tetureed after plundering the Tobacco Mart and canriag 
aiwaj cverythiog there, even the timber of the housee." 
They made aaothcr eortie from the Turkoraao Gate, 
blled eome soldiers of the wasir'e diwao l^ilel Singh, 
and captured hie beouer. 

§ 8. Piiace made iHtk 3 S^. 17$7. 

Bot the defendere we bopaiwely ou&iaiabered. 
Famine vae raging within the oi^, aod ‘many sea 
dispersed and only a few remained txne to At 

last he bowed to the inevitable. The aert two days 
(1 and 2 September) passed in peace parieys ; Malbar 
tried to soften lUgbunath and load, while Majdnid' 
daniah (Abdn) Abad Eban) pressed Najib hard. At last 
Najib coDseoted to Tiait Kalhar aod accept any terns 
that tho Mentha general might dictate.* On M 
September first Qofb Shah visited Malbar to settte die 
preliminaries, and, then about 3 P. M. Najib bimeelf 
went to Malbar’s camp at QadsUbad hy boat and was 


* Kqib's rawaage coareyed by Abdul Ahad Khan to 
rmo thos: <1) J am jonr (tdoptedl son and I sh^lact ss yon bid 
we. Ton have done m oujjj feroun ud U is aot piopar (tee 
70a shonld [aov] bm yonr swoed against roa if yon say so, 
I dull go away aoMtf the Jaanzia, ead yon can eoWnst Mhi 
aod the e<n^ to tbe eoaWol of who ius oe w yon ptese. (2) 6M 
•M «ad I shall go (0 (he AbdaU Steh and erraag* a peace between 
fott hy drfinMcfr yoBc Ropnctira bonndsrtw, wbkh wonM be 
n f t w tte d in fntam by both p«te, 10 that (ten might aot bn 
war sgals. (S) x shaU depths my sn SVblta (Chao to snm yen 
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welcomed. He accepted all the terms and returned 
to the city at olght. 

The peace became operative on the b(h. Kajib issued 
with hia propertj and war material from Dar» Sbakob'e 
maosioQ, left the city and entered hie tents pitched at 
'Waairabad, Hia Rubela soldiers vacated the fort, with 
ail their beJon^ngs, and tbe Maratbas took post as 
guards at the gates of the capital. Bagbuuath set free 
the captive followers of Najib ; tbe ferries over the 
Jacanoa were o]>eoed to traffic and grain again began 
to cocne to the city from the marts oo the other baok. 
'the triumphant wasir now replaced Kajib's agents 
by bis own men as <{iiadar of the paJace^fort, snpsrio' 
tsndeot of tbe Private Audience, pe^hkar of tbe 
Emperor, and superintendent of tbe canal. Ahmad 
Bnagash was made imperial Paymaster-General vtos 
Haj^. Tbe completeness of the Maratha supremacy 
over Delhi is seen from the entry in tbe official history 
of tbe raifo, Emperor, ae requested, sent robes 

of hoaour to Malhar to make new appointments at bis 
own dU^^rion"; ‘the persons thus inducted to office. 


with a eoDtia^eaat of 5 or 7 tbo<.nsfKl mcs. ts a proof of my 
ideUty. (4) If yon do not to Bbeae laua Iku are beat oa 
ejihrfug me, I shall Qoite (bo Pir tad others and gifs 

fse a ffM)d baUia He will rale the whole realm whom Ood gives 
lbs riotory. 8PD. il ?7, aepfiofCed almott vwhatim by TAL8^ 
itm mi Va^addul. 

F«M M9HiallBa,-r.4L.SL ia»-197«» MZ Ohdam Ali. i Si. 
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ait«r patCiog thur khiUiUf on, made tbcir bowR to 
Eagbnoath Rao id his Cent.** 

Thus Delhi sod its soFereign oace more ochaoged 
one master for auotber. Najib’s reign of five months 
was over. FigbliDg against aJl the other foroea of the 
realm, Hindu and Mnalim combined,'^except the Craoe- 
Ganges fiubeJaa and the gov^or of Oudh,-*'hia haod- 
ful of troops had gelded ooIt to &znioe, but eetabUshed 
dieir reputation ae the most ifidonitabls varriarf is 
India He avoided paying any money bdemoiCy, aad 
wont back to bis estates, where he lived in open defiance 
of tbe Delhi Qcvernment and kept oonstaatiy writing 
to Abdali to coma back to India and expel tha Deccaoi 
ickfideis from Delhi jNiar’ud-dio.] 

S 9. Sufffringh af the Dtlh* pwpit darift^ 1757. ‘ 

Tho Afghan oonquaror's haughty eg^t had been 
expelled from Delhi, but tbe agony of the imperial 
city showed no sign of ending. U had been equeexod 
dry of its wealth twice by Abdali and his troops b (ho 
first quarter of the year 1757 ; ^^ajib’s war raqoiartioBtf 
had kept op the strain la July and Angnstf and 
Maratiia cannoa had damaged its pslaces and buti^s ; 
tha price and scarcity of foedstafTs had contiriuad 

• tL^ IS^I^ DC. Najtb’e bOtax pbea was plain 
of Jahgastti)^ dots t> th» Ba itf ari gt Abhap Rueb." *>., i» 
Jtewtft^ri AnC^i ^Oosieedivar ms affoieMd iapentl favldar 
• of (hs Mviross of tha capital 
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tbrou^bouty and now during: t]>e two niootliK of 
September and October 'a abakiog fever raged with 
violence through the entire city, and left the &y€6 
affected. Then came an epidemic of braio fever * in 
tiie following March and April. Orun became very 
dear, iniini/ ftui wan ao ecaroc that only half a aeer 
could be had for a Rupee, mwih liai 5 anera, and wheat 
0 aeera ; evea modiclnca became very dear and flcant^' 
on account of the exactione of the Marathaa." IDC.I 
Inside the walla, "(beft and dacoity prevailed greatly 
owiog to the break'dowQ of theEnperor’e adminUtratioa. 
Beapeeteble men like Sayyide^ Mughala 6c., who formerly 
need to «am a liviag by service ai soldiers, now foond 
no employment, while those in service could not get 
their aalaricM. The jagirdars received nothing from 
'their jagirs, which other meo had usurped. Every one 
(of these classoel took to burglary to the houses of the 
collecting large armed with moskets. 

Their leaden wore two Turki soldiers. The bead of 
the city poUoo was accused of ehieldfog the bnrglan 
aod ahariog their ipoiJa 1 To crown this ]oDg>d»wo 
agony came a visitation of earthc^uake oa 21sC Kovem> 
ber, 1767. The Rrst shock, felt about one o’clock io 
the aftemooo, was a severe one, followed by six lighter 


• ‘Belk koovo m KmifJtom becuDs Whsi the boils 

sppss s ei. (kdr pu passed iato she psSisnVs stomseh sod tiUed 
Urn,’* fla 
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teeowure. Then, about fl P. K. “it wa« bo violonl that 
Doomsday soomod at haod.” j TAhS. 24$ ; DC ] 

During tbo three i7eek8^ ivar with Kajlb, Ra^Doath 
was not frso froio anzisty that the Abdili forces in tho 
Pan jab might attompt to reliove theix ally Iq DelbL 
He ag&lD aod again u^;ed the Peahwi to send Dattaji 
Siodhia to the aorth with inatroctiou to keep bit eye 
ooaataQtly 6 zed oa Attock for oeva of AbdaH’B retan. 
At the Ame time one of hie offleere, MSoaji Paygod^ 
sooutod north of Delhi up to ThioAbwar to find out if 
any Afglian force was comiog from Sarbind. 

§ 10. ytirihfr woreintyifti of Daghnnath finA 

-Vfl^Acr (row -Sej/. 17u7. 

After Delhi citr bad boco placed id the frteulij 
hande of Imad, Bagbunath and Malbar on IStfi 
September 175? moved rom Barari Obit in the north 
of the uty, westwards to the Biai hiiloehs, liberated 
their captive Prince All Jah, aad aent to Mas Khan 
Balaoh (sen of Kim gar demanding tribute for bis 
poeeeBisioQs io the Rohtak diatnei The latter paid a 
enm through hie inauager Satbhaoi (the widow of 
Sitarim Khannchl of KaliSai) and took a lease signed 
by the Maratha oUef for the poreeseU^ of the vilJa|we« 
The MtfAthas DOW planned to eoeqaer (be Paojab from 
Abdali's meo. Bat on hearing that Abdns daD>ad Khan, 
the goWQOr of Sarhiod, bad colleoted a large force to 
bar thdr my and that Najib'a 9oa> after being ousted 
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from 6aLarAnpar and oth«r pl&cos in tUo upper Doab 
by tbc Mantbas, bad joined Abdus Samad^ BaghdnIItli 
g87e np the plan of oonquest, “knowing a war 
with Abdali'a troops to be beyond bis power." 
\TALK 142M46fl.| 

Backed by Abdali, QutbSbah tbe rigbt-hand man of 
Najib had expelled the M&raCbae, early io 1787^ from 
the Sabaranpnr district and taken poseeaeion of it. 
Blit in May, the waair’i partisans Kim^r and Bahadur 
Khan Balaob defeated Quib in the OobanS pargaoa and 
drove bim wounded and with broken foroea east of tbo 
Jaauni to Kairai^ After the Baaabara oelebracion 
(22 October) ftaghunatb and Malhar marobed into the 
Dotbj crosaiog tbe Jacaucm at Kbltlrabad and withdraw¬ 
ing tboir outpoeta from tbe environe of BeJbi and 
Bbabganj. “Some aort of composure came to tbe city." 
Oq 28th November they crossed the Hindu and 
eeeamped on ite eastern bank. From this place, eix 
days later Bagbuaatb hioiBelf marobed to Qarb 
Mukteahwar to bathe b tbe Oaoges, plundering ail places 
on hie route as during his first pilgrimage of January 
1766: none of Najb’a local officers ventured to 
oppose him. Similarly Isvyiug raasom and 
piradering villages all along, Halhar with hia own 
divui<w advanced north through the Boab, bj way of 
Xn&h Bigfapat (Re. 20,000 levied), Baraut (Re. 17,000 
ruioea), and the Saharaoper diatriet Najb retreated 
befim ^ flood of iavaders, eendiog bia family camp 
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ud bi^gagd froa Satuiranpar to tbo cadtera aida of tUo 
Qikogot. The whote of the Sabaraopur dietrictr vi])ages 
aod towns, wae zocrdloetl}' eacbed a% being Kajib’e 
jagir. At the ptundering of JhunjbSni many men were 
atdn. 120o, U7-]fiOA.| 

Tiiraiog froci tbe deiolated villages round 
SahAraapur, Malbai croieed Che Jam ana at Etamm Ohat, 
looted Karnal and Ttlauri, and eat down before 
Eunjpura demanding tribute, t^ejabat Khan, tbe xamiodnr 
of thU fortallco, was hclpioee, M the coaotr^ ontfdde had 
been dovaatated a» fnr na Thaneeliwar. Hr agreed to 
pay Rve 1akha,.^tbree lakha to Malhar, one to Abroad 
Bangaab, aad hrdf a lakh to Dilel Singh, the wanr'a 
dlwmo. 

'n^en the Maratba general croaeed Che Jamona back 
into tho Sabaranpor dlftriot with Ahmad Bangaab. It 
wa« now near the end of January 1758. \IM., 150. | 

EUghanath and hUlhar next mat together an<1 
adopted the plan of withdrawing their fnrera from the 
Donb, abandoning a part of that tract to the waxir, and 
concentrating their efforta on the cooquost of tbe 
Pan jab. Croaeing the Jamima again from Saharanpor 
and plundering Thanoehwar oo the way, ^ook 
Barhind (21 March 1758) and hniJly I^hor (e. tO April), 
M we have seen in obiter 14. During tbelr absence, 
Kajib drove oat the wasir’e agents and recovered Baraut, 
Saharaopor and other places which had fonneriy 
beiooged to him ! Aj Najib had failed to pay the five 



158 


PAL£> OP TH£ ilDQaAL 2UPSB (OS. SVlX 


lakbs prOEDUed oo Srd September 1757, the wazir 
imprisoaed hie eavo^ .Megbnj on 8 May 1768, end 
two days later issued an imperial rescript appomting 
YiUl Sbivdev faujdar of Saharaapur vice Najib, ia the 
vain hope of thus supplaDtiog the Eubela I ITALS. 
1615,164fl, 1655,1775, PC SPP. xsvii 225, 224.| 

§ 11. PaffhvrujiA and ifa/Aar return /rout //le 
PaiiJdAa/id leci‘efor the south, 173ft. 

After the coQ<]uest of Labor, RagUu oath left the old 
and ezperieaced local nagoale Adioa Kb an as bis 

gorexnor of the Paajab and set oat for Delhi. "Dnriag 
their retaiD narcb, Bagbuiuth and Malhsr, aa was their 
wont, demanded money from every village and revenue^ 
ooUector on tho way, and plundered the place if it was 
not paid. They rencbed Sonepat on I4ih June 
two days later turned sauth'wexCwards to Buna, and 
thence to Pamikbnagar and Rawsri (aniral 30 June), 
€A fovie to Malwa and the Decoan.* Thns the main 
Maratha armies retired from Dellu and the northern 
piovuoes, a year after their arrival in June 1757, 
with the following gains to their credit 

(0 the rcatoiation of the former hfaralha possess¬ 
ions io Etawa and other places io the lower Doab, but 
not Sikandrabad nor the country north of iC, 

" • Bg^Qotib bathes at TUaeehwir <6 Joaa Ueres Narlii, 
S8 sa. a w. of Ujjais, for Mabeahmr on the Ntrmada (19 
i xo m u ibe KMct-gUt sod mcbea Poel {e. 19 8«p<e^ 
b«.) SXh Xlkti.9L zxnh 
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(it} the nominal ownership of (he Paojab vitb the 
promise of ao anooal tribute of 7.'i lakbs from Adina 
Beg Khas, 

(iVi) a frieudly settlement >vltb Suraj Mai, b/ which 
tbe Jat was oooftriued is bis anoexationi sod also allowed 
Co bold tbe fort of Agra, oo oooditioQ of paoctually 
paying tbe instalseuts of his old promiaed Mbate, 

and {fr) tbe hkoperor’s agreemeet to pay 18 lakba 
aoDually oo coaditioo of tbe Maradaai beeping 5,0(Kh 
horse in Delhi for bis proUotioo, this subsidy to be paid 
only MO long es tlx* subsidiary force was preesnc ihere< * 


^12. f>atfhu>M(// Itno'x nrtn and policy 
criticiifly examHCii 

This loog azpedition of Bagiiijnstfa Kao caused 
tbo wildest exolcedoji among the fguonaC sycopheaC* 
of Cbo Maretha Court, and tb^ bseeless praise has been 
echoed by equally Ignoruit hutoriaos of that people in 
our own days, as '‘carrying tbe Hindu paraoouotoy 
{iliruiu~pad'J*adtftahil up to Attocbi" Oo a calm exami' 
nation iUgbuoalii’s eauoted aebievement is fo<Lnd to be 
politically a hollow show end fioancially barren. The 

• Hi’O. uL Ittt 11 m I’wbva bad flisd tti. li a* 
BsonUil)' ulary o< a (nofw. 6 ul Anlaji Ataoalrsiiawaf, wb> coa* 
tlM ooeiisgeat, ri^tly poiawil out tba^ coDjUarioK the 
ktffb pma IB Delhi a caralrraMa eoald Mt 6 sad bimadf lad 
his durgsr ihsn ob Im Be. 9 a ewath. 1 ( tbenfora the 
full soeogUi vaa ma/otaloed, tbs 2000 aeo voold have ceosumd 
18 laJi^ ka^iag bo aor^^Ba to be eeet to Chs Pubs treasury. 
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fu)] force »{the Manttha State, ?ritb the exception of the 
Pe&hwft’s pcraooal retiUQcrs and tbe Siodhln family 
contingent,—bad been concentrated In Northern India 
for two yeare under him, and Baghuoath came back from 
this enterpriae without having aecured a pioe for the 
Puna treasury but saddled with a debt of ^0 lakhe to 
bankers, besides tbc arrears due to hie troope. Politic 
oallf, his failure was STen more fatal. His reckJess 
anneratioa of the Panjab made a war ft with 

Abdali inevitable. At the same time he estranged 
Najib Ebon beyond hope of reeoocUiab.OD, and 
for the sake of whom ? The impotent and futhless 
Imad-uJ-nulk and the invalid poltroon Ahmad IQiao 
BsngaabThie was the most ruinous diplomatic 
alignment of forces possible, and it was due maialy to 
lUgbunath’a folly. He scornfalh* rejected Malbar's advice 
to keep Majlb in hand by following a policy of "live and 
let live” ia (he I)osl >; and lie paid no beed to Najib's offer 
to aot as a friendly mediator and make a perroanent 
settiemont br amicably oarhing out the Marathsand 
Abdali spheres of influence in Northern India. The 
blame must be shared by the Peshm in an even greater 
degree, as the supreme snthority. The provocatively 
advsDced frontier which be sanctioned, required a large 
well-equipped force to be kept coustaotly on the spot to 
defend it; aod yet the Peshwa did not roalire that 
sosenintj involves such a respooaibility. No Maratha 
soldier oould stand the winter of X*ahor, and no first-rate 
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^araUia cbieft^n (Uke the Pe^hwa’s brother or cousin) 
v&e regularly posted Warden oi the North-weaforn 
marches ; no, not eren a socondar}' general like Holkar 
or Bindhia. This policy bore its natural frait on 14th 
JanuaT)* 17U1. 

§ IB. Prince JM OaukaPe campciffn in the JUtcaru 
Rohtak dietriOe, May ITST^Marck J7SS. 

Prince All Gad liar (entitled Shah Alam 11)* was di« 
eldest and ablest ot the Eoiperor’a sons, sad the fortnoea 
of the Delhi royalty would probably baec been restored 
it he could haec had a tree band in reforming the 
adminiatrataoD and collecring an amy and treasoiy of hie 
own. Bat the disloyal sellUhaeas of the wacr Imidml- 
molk woold not let bin do so, aod indeed pursued bin 
with such deadly hostility for over a year that at last 
4he heir to the throne was driTeu out of the neighboar* 
hood of Delhi and had to *eet hia face towards the 
wilderneBS.’' Abdall had at first (Ifi Peb. 1757) 
appoiuted ibis prince Chanoellor of the Empire, but the 
Utter ‘^ad been giveo no territory for his naiftteoaaoe 
and hence he bad no noney and no troopa He got no 
'Ooctrol over the aduiDietrataoQ and could effect no 
improveaeot in the ooUectioa of revenue *x the traosao- 
tioQ of poblio btmness/’ So, afttf a few days Abdalt 
set bin aside for ImSd. 

•TAL$. lOfit. im. ISA. }43e.I4». OC QtuUaai AU, 1.21% 97-43. 

3^, a m. 

n 
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In May 1757 the prince went to the Baloch eetUe- 
meate sonth'Weet of De)bi to get somethiog oat 
of bis jagin in that region. At Jhajhar its 
s&mindar Hasan AU Hbaa (a nephew of Kamg^r) 
evaded payment of tribate to him. The prince 
sent a force against Halia&a, the seat of the late 
Sifiiram Hhazaochi^s widow Satbbini and sons 
(Deridat and Shambbnnath.) They snbmitted and signed 
aadertahdogs to pay tribute for their estate. Has an 
AH now followed tbdr erample. Tbe prince 
nezt advanced northwards to tbe Hisar dletriot» 
bait tbe villagers evaonated their homes and took refuge 
in tbe biUe in ord^ to eeoape from bis soldiery who 
lived solely on plunder. As tbe result of it^ utter went 
of provisione foroed hia tro^s to disperse. The priooe 
turned aside to Kacaud (16 m. n. of f^nol), put a 
small garrison tbsrei and Oame to Hinol wbiob was 
vacated by the Jaipur Bajab’e offioera But Ms plunder 
of this DoresistiDg town ezoUed iDdignation and the 
Jaipor bx>ope cut o3 tbe priooe’s ontpoet at Kanaud. 
Beinforoemeots^ 4,000 eOong, now same from Jaipur 
to tbe local officers, and ffiey bemmsd 8b^ Alam m 
m a fortaUoe in tbe neighboorbood. The priaoe Bed 
be Eewari and Farrukhnagar abandoelng bis artillery 
beoaose tbe draugbit-oxaa were eeieed the 
fiajpitis, and bia own foUoweos deeerted him to 
seksn to Delhi Musa Shao Ealuoh (the heir of 
who bad paid to tbe Maratbas and taken, a 
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irom them, wae forced to promise revecae to 
priooe alec ! 

Shab Alam attacked AuUya Kbu Baluob ot 
D^n (io the Rohuk districO *ad eeoured a promtM 
of 60 lakhs as tribute {6 March 176d ); he tbea case 
to Jhajhar to restore his ootf^oei «hicdt the local Balsijh 
samisdare had drivea ovt la Me abeeeoa. MeaatiBiA, 
the wanr had oiade the puppet Ec&pwor iasae ocdn 
for recalling the pnace aad coiurteiaottag hia meaeans 
in that district. The nevs of (his official aafiagoaisn 
emboldened the Belacbes still fcirther, ud ffie 7 robbed 
the prince’s baggage outside Jhajhar, i^ile his soidieie 
plaodered the rillagea around. A sort of oomproadaa 
vae then made aod on I6th March Shah Alam started 
on his return to ^elhi with all his hopes rained, hie 
onlj gain b^og the doubtful one of the town of Jhajhsrj 
while its fort etill held oot agMnethiin. [TAL^ t62^ 
164<i.| 


§ li. Imad'fiploU offttimi JU Gfutkar. 

Near the JkU of Masaudabad (Najafgarfa) the deepai^ 
ing heir to the throne was Tiaited by Vital dhirier, a 
Ueateoaot of Rag^onath, whom be bribed to support 
his cause with hie contingent (S6 Mardt) Tbe two 
^ooeeded to Khirirabad and tbe&oa to Patpargsiej. 
’nse newe alarmed Iinad, who aent a force under 
ffifibaeh Ebaa Badakbshi to Mag the prince away in 
any way be oould. A battle followed, in which many 
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of tbe BadaklubU vere s^aio aod Bi^baah fled away 
to tbe gardeo of Jugalkishor. Tbie reverse utterly 
bewildered tbe wusir; ia impotent rage be abused tbe 
Bmperoi as tbe secret mstigator of dbab Alam's 
diaobedieoce. He put all the other princes in con^ue- 
aeot witbio tbe fort and etrictly forbade every 
oommuoioatioa between the paJaco aod outside. "The 
Emperor reroained a helpless aod eileot spectator of 
it" In fear of an attempt to wrest Delhi fort from his 
hands with Maratha aii, tbe warir brought Jotirim-ud- 
danlab away from hie maoeion (30 March) and kept liwn 
under aorveillaaoe in the fort Many o^er nobles were 
watched with similar jealousy, so UiaC even Ahmad 
Bangasb, the head of tbe impenal army, had to enlist 
new troops for defending himself agaiost any coup 
intended by his friend and patron tbe wazir! He paid 
bis official visita to the Court only under full escort 
[fAL8. 164h-158h.l 

At die same time, Imad kept n^otiadog with 
Viial Shivdev, dirougb Rajah Dilel ^ngb, to tempt him 
to abandon Sbab Alamos causa Tital was promised 
aiz lakhs and solemnly assured that the prince would be 
left unmolested in his jagirs of Jhajhar aod Raliai^ 
6o> tbe two reCnned from Sikandrabad^ after plundeiiog 
Bo^dehahar, to Bhiaiabad (21 April.) The tieaoberoae 
Itfd oondoued to write to tbe prince throngh tbe 
parive Emperor, bidding him visU ^e fort But tbe 
bM refused to enter ^ aaare ; Sbah Alam marobed 
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round the onpitni to Wa^nbad In the oorth (8 MajJ 
At iast, deluded b)' the oaths and aesuranoee of the 
waair’e eavo^B, the prince came inalde the mtj aad 
took np his residence in AJj Mardaa Khao’e manaioa 
(14 May), but be kept all hia foUoirm, 2000 b 
namber, with him, iddle Yital aocetmped ia Qndaiaba^ 
north of the Kashmir Gete. Empoor (b fear 

of the wazir) dofst not send any aervaat to 
after bis sod’s health aad oocofort, tbon^ be bad tabee 
up bis reeideoce io the capital.* (/Mei, ]62<160.| 

^15. hnad aiiacht Ali OaaJtar in XWAt, IT58. 

After Dcnta*a]ising Vital Bao wib a large bribe, the 
ymx at last on 19di May, 175S> got all hia troopt 
Qoder arms on the pretext of escorting him daring a 
pilgrimage to Qot^ad-4jn Anllya’s shrine, bat sect tiie 
force under Balabash to invest Ali Maidan’e 

bouse and arrest the priaca * Ibe battle raged &om 
3 P. K. throughout the night, Shah Alam making a 
spirited defence under his own command sod ohsohii^ 
the assaults with the 5re of long fUnt-locks from dse 
roof. The big guoB of Salungarh caononaded the besieged 
house. One divisioa of the waDr*8 army, led by 
Sayyid JamU^d^in, was rooted. Bat numbers at last 
told OB the small body of exhausted defeoden ; several 

• imad'i aUack opoo AA (7«ebac in 107470. 

Da QtaUm Ah. L tibaUr S-M. Ifbkto m. 8Pa uriL 

2S0. Si. 6to«r, KL 00. 
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CApteiuB o£ t^d priACB V^rd tlaiO} aod ccxt moromg 
(20th Ma^) tba wurir’s troop* forood tb^ way in. But 
^hfth Alam with only a buodied devoted followers 
obar^^ (hecQ eword in band, elashed right and Ieft> 
oot hia way oat throogb the tDaoeioo of Jafar Khao, 
<^daabad and Jaswaotpura, aod found esfety ie 
Vitol'a oanp. A charge of the Marathae drove hie 
parsoere bach, but aU his property and war matgrial left 
ia AU Mardan*a bouee were plundered by the wariria 
coea and he waa reduced to abeolute penary. Xext day, 
the waar, yielding to Vital's threat, restored the small 
porUon of the plunder wbioh bad reached bis haode, or 
eonhl be traced by the police Ip the ei^, and also 
p Md Vi^ die prondsed. Then the wear, 

through his helplees tool the Emperor, proclaimed 
Rtiftti A 1 ^ 4 rebel in artne against the lawful 
Oevenmeot 1 

§ 16. AU Otatkar'is winderingB o/V asape 
frvm MkL* 

From the aorthm euborbe of Delhi die prince, still 
aooompaaied by Vttal ^ioder, naiubed again to die 
Baluoh oooDtry in the eonth-weet At Farrnkhnagar be 
foeght (60 May) UxnK Zhaa and other relatives 
of tite camiiidar Maai KTiao Baloeh aod tented them. 

•' • rAfJL 171.19k. DC 3^. a 6061. Obutem AU 47^68, 
SMB. m. & BA 
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Thdo, tekiog & promise of Rs. 2,60,000 from the defeated 
party, be wont to Petaudi, where ho receivod niBoy gifts 
aod provisloQt soot by Bunj MalJit io charge of hU 
aoD Ratari Singh. * During the first half of Jiias 1768 
SImb A lam with Vitai’e help ooatinoed roviog io that 
region,—h'arrukhoagar, Bewarl, Nahra, Dadri,—plaflder> 
iog the viJlagee and levying contribution wborover be 
ocold. On 16th Jane Vital parted company with hia 
«t Dadri, under etriot orders of reoall from hla ohUf 
Raghunatb, who had been woo over by Imitd to oppoae 
Bhah Alem*s interests. 

Vital had received orders to bring the priooe away 
with bineeif; but he left him with a Kmall escort under 
bis own SOD and told bio to go wherercr bs pleased. 
''6Kah Aims, after bidding farewell to Vital Rao, marched 
beyond iHidri on Idtb Jane, turned his face to the peth 
of the wilderoees ia sole reliance on God, and told bis 
followers that they were free to accompany him or not 
as they liked. Most of them left him/' By way of 
Ohurkhi he went to Hisar, where be found the Bikanir 
Bajah's reply refdibg to give bin an asylum In his 
kingdom, a refusal softened by a puree of Ra. 10,OCO> 
At Hisar he gathered many military adventurers and 
sonae moaey, sod resamiag his march on 25th Jaly 
reached Kunjpura on the 8 lit Then crossing the 
Jaffluna, be reached Musaffaroagar and was conducted 

a The wter mhc Kigar Ual to Um Hi easep tt Ptlwal m 
lodofie Bmaf Ual not (o aide vkh Bhah fJam ffi Jane.) 
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hj Ifajib’s brother aod eldest son with all boa ours (> 
Jaosatb and lodged there. Here manj Krha Saj^ids 
joined bus. llajib himself welcomed the prioce at 
Miraopnr (c. 10 As gait) and gave daily subeisteoce- 
to hie troops, bat he refoaed to go to war with the wasir* 
ajhl the Maratbae for the sake of hie Tsaster’s eoa. 
Unable to efTeet hie purpose here, the prince, after 
m&kiog as additioa to hie harem, marched from Miraspur 
aeroee Bubelhhand to Oudh, where Shuja-od-daslab 
reoeioed him with fall ceremony oo 2od January 1769* 
Shah Alais'a adveoturea in ooncert with this ally will 
fora a aeparate chapter, beoaoee they did not affeot the 
btetory of Delhi or of the imperial Coui% but con corned 
only an outlying and lost proTinc^ 

§ 17. InvuTe camptufjn in the west of Vdhi, 17o8. 

We may complete thii episode of Delhi history by 
briefly deecribisg the waclr'e aettvitiee doriog the 
period * When Shah Alam, abandoned by Vital 
Shlvdep, eatered the Hiair distrlot, Im^ decided to 
oppoee him by arae. Bnt bis Maxatha adUee having left 
for the Deocan, the wear was compelled to fight the 
^nce out with his own resources. He dragged tbo 
Bm^sror along with himself in order to give validity to 
ka sots and also to prerant the m^rture of the Emperor'a 
plnon by hia enemies during his abaeooe. A long time 
was losfe In sakuig a stut ftooi Delhi, as nothing was 


• ?ffie>lS#. 
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nadj ior a oaopai^o for waut of moocy. At tb« end of 
Jaly 175$, the Emperor reached Eot Kalin (4 ioilea- 
froca Jhajbar} and the vazir Bahidotgarh. But bj that 
time their prej was already beyond the Jamuol. So, the 
wa^ir set himaelf to exacting tribute from the villages 
and fightiog them io case of default, l^m 10th August 
hie troops b^ao to nuge through Jhajhax, Kdri^ 
Kaliaua and other places oo the Rohtah—Qurgaon 
border, and collected over two lahbs of Rupees, till 
they reached Hiear on 22nd September. In this re^on 
the sturdy villsgers from bebiud their mud vaJls, 
freHQcotly offered stont resistance, and fought the vasir ; 
they coaid be subdaed only by taming artillery upon 
them. On 19th September, vhec the Emperor and 
iraxir were separated during their march by following 
two different routes, the people of Bhiwaoi, matohlock 
in hand, shut their aoveroign out of their village, while 
the local robber popalation carried off rntRy of tbe 
carts laden with baggage from both divisions of the 
imperial army. 

The wazir next attacked Bhatoer, the seat of 
Muhammad Amin Khan Bhaiti. But Amin Khan, 
strong in the strength of his fortress, the river Ghag^, 
dense jungles, and abundance of soldiers,—oontijined 
to defy him. Every day the Khan's men sallied forth 
from their fort and plundered all people i^o had 
oocaaoo to leave the wamr's camp. Thus the invadera 
suff(Bi«d great dearth of food and drinkiiig wties. 
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T^d XlE J&t oaoe, w&ited oq the wazir, aod supplied 
proTisions. The Bbattia even made a bight attack on 
^ Delhi camp, elayiog aod woupdiog mapy men aitd 
carrying away touch property. The eaCTerioga of the 
mlaerable imperialiata were aggravated by a great storm 
of hfuJ aod rain which buret apoo their camp at 3 P. U. 
OP 80th October and coatioued far iato the night. 
The Eioperor’s residential tent fell dowu from 
the weight and ha was burled under It Ko servant 
waa praaect to erect it ^ so he cat the canvaa 
with his dagger and crawled oat, crying out to his still 
boried scos, who shooted back to indicate exactiy when 
they were, .it last all the camp gathered roimd the tent, 
the Eknperor and bis sons were rescued and took shelter 
in a Urge waggoo (roih), bat, horrible to reUts^ men aud 
women were mingled together ! Then the waair patched 
op some sort of peace and returned towards Delhi. At 
fihawaoa, the Emperor's teat caoght bat he at 
last reached his capital on 22ad Kovemher 1788. 


CHAPTER XV2II 


Rajittiaxa, 1761-1760. 

§ 1. Be^fitU^faratha relatiotu durittg IT5U175$. 

Bj the ouddle of tbe jear 1761 the three dyoMtio 
wua in Rajputsoa bad ended io the victory of ^ 
claimaDte, ae ve have eeea ia Chapter 7. Id Jaipur and 
Buodi the Uaratba nominees bad been installed^ while 
in Mar war alone the new Rajah Bakht 6ipgh had gained 
the throne anaided by any Deccaoi DerceDar>’. 

These wars bad left the lUjput States under a 
heavy load of debt due to the Maratbae as the price of 
their armed aapport It is possible to fora ao exact 
eacimaU of the monetary claims of the hiarathas in 
Bajputana at this The Sne of ten lakhs imposed 

on Kota by Baji Bao in January 1738 seems to have 
been paid in full. Leaving aside the absurd sums of 
one kror or even half a kror so recklessly ofTered to 
the Maratbas by Mabaraoa JagaC Siogh II in his frantio 
deeire to win for bis nepbew Madho Sin^ the Jaapnr 
throne or at les^ half of that kiogdom, we find that ia 
1746 Madho Singh promised them a naxar of tea 
To this sum mast be added the indamntty of two lakhs 
imposed oa him for the massacre of the Maratha visitors 
to bis eagatal in January 1761. 6o, the dnee from 
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Madbo Siogh were twoive lakhe io aH. It waa laid 
down by tbe Maratba king that out oE the actual 
collection made here every year, half a lakh was to be 
paid to hitD, and the balaoco to be shared equally 
between hie two geoerals Holkar and Siodbia posted 
there. At Boodi, CJoined Siogh daring his cooteet 
for tbe throne bad boand himself to pay his Maratba 
aUies ten lakhs, out of which two lakhs were p^d in 
1749 and the remaining eight lakhs were yet to be 
realised. Id Marwar, Bakbc Siogh was under oo 
obl^ation to the Marathae ■, but hie defeated rival 
Bim Singb, imcncdiately after ^e loea of his re^m 
(Jolj 1751), sent hia priest to hire a Maratba 

army aod thereafter became entirely a creature of the 
Deccaoia. 

No part of these oontributions was pud * by tbe 
Bajput princes dvring 1751 aod 1752, for it was long 
before the Marathas were in a positioiL fo enftfce their 
elalaa by anoB, and without the threat of war Dotbing 
coold be collected. Throaghoot 1751 and the drat four 
months of 1752 the Maratba foroes io Northern India 

* B uf d if "Ui 1754 frre lakhs remaiasd aapaki, bnl Be. 60,000 
was actBsfiy paM si that ;aaz. nra. 66 . itsnw*,— Vsd, 
WL 14S and 1S9, QMpi 0 ‘.-><he KihWag la 174? repadiaMd his 
lo B 40 j (oMda IB 17t7) to pty Ba. 1,60,000 SBAoaDy, 
■ad be required to be «o«rceA In 17&S Marsttas planned to 
Wto tiocB U« boetW for 5 bikha ffD. ik 54 Na^li. an 
a^tafet to Us brothar'a titnaa ofhnd fo pay 15 UUu ate 
Us hnibaMs. sak 66 . 
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were <ntiia|;led la Safdar Jang'a war ^tb the Afghans, 
aod no troops could be spared for RajpotaDa. Whe& 
th&t war ended, tbdr main array coder Malhar Rao 
Kolkar started for the Soutb to iaat&I Gbazi-ud-din II 
ia the seat of the Nizam of Haidarabad, as we have 
seen (Chap. 8, § 10.) This plan ended abruptly in the 
death of the Maratha oomioes by poison on 16th October, 
1752. Thus, Bajputaoa reraaioed denuded of Maratba 
fiM'oee from February 1761 till the end of May 176S, 
when a body of 5,000 horse under Jayapa Sindhia, 
detached by Malhar from Delhi with Kam Singh’s 
envoys, reached Ajmir for attacking Bakbt Singh. This 
force was quite tnadeqaats for defeating the dower of 
Batbor chivalry under a most gallant and capable 
The invaders, after reaching Ajmir, aacked that city, 
burnt many of its hoosea, slew all who resisted, and 
then took to plnDderiog the seighbouhood. Bakhc 
Singh, on hearing of the invasion, bad arrived with his 
full tribal levy and eneanped about eight miles from 
Ajmir, guarding hie frontier, but not advanoiog to the 
defence of AJmii. He at 5rat bided liis time, and then 
in July struck bis blow. Mounting guua on a hillock 
and planting strong block-houses (nohos) to hold the* 
paths, be bombarded the Maratha poaltioo. His fire 
e!ew many of the raiders, including one captain ; tite 
Deooanis were checked and fled away to the South, 
aooooqnnied by the diacoufited Bam Singh. [TAZS. 
S3d, lOld (tagoal year ocneotod to 
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§ 2. Joi/apa SiTidhia vivada Marii-ar on 
the tide of Ham Singh, 1764. 
kitet Ch28, Manvar enjoyed respite for a year and 
a half. But the hope of preaarving that country 
Mantha a^reaaioa vaniebcd with the sudden death of 
Bakbt SiD^ only two mooths after his Tictory at Ajmir. 
He bad plaoaed to fo to Delhi io company with the 
Jaipar Rajah and there concert measures with the 
imperial Government for keeping the Maratbaa condned 
to tbe Deccan, when he died of cholera. Hia son, 
Biji 7 Singb, ms quite ooable to ccpe wllk the Deccasis. 

Kot a fortbing having been realised from Bajputana, 
die Feabwa sent a vaat army under hie brother 
Raghoaath Rao with Malhar Holkar to that oountty. 
This chief crossed Che Maknodara pass and entered 
Kota territory on SOtb October 1758. Xhsnoe he 
proceeded through Jaipur to the Kumbher distiiot of 
^ Jat oounby (arriving thwe on 30tb January 1754.) 
Qe was nosers opposed \ KoCa and Btmdi were old 
aflias, wbiJe Mad ho Sin^ averted the desolation of bis 
kingdom by sendu^ bU dlwan Haragovind Natani 
(16 Deo. 1753) and agroMng to a ccntrihutaon of 16} 
bkhs Eopaee,*^— 1&| Ukiia beuag the outetandti^ 
tribute, mad Inkka a present to Bagbnsatb efae 

* Ooa erf this anca, Jigu Pandit, tke Jaipv ausists. paid to 
Jajiiai fffndhia (Afutl 17W) Be. 7,35/374 k uaah and three 
to Oidcs OB bankws. kavkc & hekaww erf Bs. etiU du. 

aHk K& iBtvrim-CETa, ». 
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honour oi hia vieit! On 17tb T>«c«mb«r, Bvd Sid^, 
thft az'Bajfth of Mar war, mitod on Ragbunatb and 
b^^d his help in recovering bis paternal throne. Bat 
Ragbuoatb could not be diverted from hie main purpose, 
which waa to go fo Delhi aod support lmad-ud*mulk 
in getting control of tbs Emperor. After losing four 
months oil the way in a vsio attempt to sabdue ImSd’s 
aemy Sara] Mai Jat, tbe bfaratha army arrived opposUa 
DeiH 00 Ist Juoe 1754. ^ezt day Imad mads 
himself wasir and set up an Emperor of his own 
ereatioD, aod Raghanatb had nothing more to do thaia 
realiae the subsidy proroiscd by I mad and establish 
Maratha revdoue coDectore in the districts coded in tbe 
Oaogotic Doab and elsewhere^ 

Soi 00 23rd Jane, Bagbuaatb detached Jsy^a 
Sindhia from his side to Marwar, with orders to reaters 
Ram Singh to the throne. ITie Gajrat divisioo of the 
Maraths army, 10,000 strong, was told oft for this task. 
Od the way, Jayapa brushed aside tbe Bathor oppositioo 
at Kishaogarb, lA miles north-east of Ajmin Bijay 
Singh wisely ds<ridod tc fall back from the far advaooed 
post of Ajcnir to his old frootisr fort of Herta, wMnh 
he held In fall strength with a la^e park srtillaiy. 
Here Jayapa arrived on 6th Aagnst and was joined by 
Bam Singh’s adherents. That prince set himsslf 
ngoronsly to enlist bis clanameo and soon aseeabled 
IS to X 5 tboneand Bathers, basidee tempting numbers 
of Sion’s followers to deaert 
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Bijaj Bingh no* isBUed from Merta aod 
aotreoobBd bioself oppoaiM tbd iaTader'a cacnp aod 
engaged in daily ekiraubeB and caononadiDg. At last 
00 16tb September a battle at cloae quarters took place. 
Rajpots of the same cUo aod e^eo of the same family 
were ranged oo the opposite sides aod fought with the 
blind fury of civil war. "Father slew son, brother 
killed brother.’' Tbia unnatural contest raged from 
9 o'clock ia the morning till sunset By nightfall Bijay 
Singh bad been completely defeated. The vaoqaisbed 
king spent that night and the next day in Marta, loading 
what property he could for removal, and then fled away 
to Nagor. On the 17th Jayapa and Ram Singh entered 
Merta, looted the city for three hours, and then 
proclaimed safety to the unhappy cltisens. The victors 
immediately pushed on to Nagor aod laid eiege to it; 
but the siege was destined to last for a year and to cost 
tbe Bdarathas dear. * 

§ S. Peehwa'6 policy in llaruxtr how thwarted. 

From the banning of this campaign the Peehwa 
kept aaeuriog Jsyapa of hia foil confidence in bis valour 
and wisdom, bnt urging him not to oarry caattera to an 
extrame, aa the Marwar Rathora were a race of famous 
avordamen, jaatly proud of their having never yet 
defeat from the Bdarathaa. He advised hia 

- • JW* to Usrwar.—ijK. Ptdrm, 1&. 194. TAtS. 9Lsk 

DC. Tod, 9. (detefia <i tattla) 
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ge&eni to Gonebde tbe Marwv basi&6M %a ^^iiickly *i 
ponible hj tact asd compromlM, to BiJaj 6itig^ 
bit father Bakbt Singh’s appaoage mod to Baid 6ing^ 
his paternal dominions, or erea diridli^ the Mamc 
klagdoo eqoallj betwecD the tffo. For, there was s 
far more iraporteot and locratioe oadertahijig be to e 
the Manthas b Binduataa than chaogiog tbs sooo««ioa 
io a poor and bamn Hajpat State. Safdv Jas^ had 
reoeatl/ died, acul hie sod Sboja-ad^olah had locoeedad 
bin io the rioh proTiaoes of Oudb nod Allahabad ; wnr 
was the time to get a large earn oot of him and alao to 
eeoure the traoafer of the bolr cities of Allahabad aad 
BeDsres to the Peehwa. Tlie force accompanTing 
Bsgbimatb near Delhi was too small to exact tiieae 
gaioB and to enforce the parneot of the vast tribute 
promised by the wadr Icoad-ui-mulk. Aod money vM 
sorely needed by the Peshwa ; be was helpless before 
bis creditors aod unpaid O0icen ; “mf OovenimeDt ie 
eternally in the grip of that coosomptioa, the malady 
of debt” Fifty laklis of fiupecs if realised from 
Hindustan would be most welcome to bim oow. For 
acbierlng this object it was fatal to disperse tbo Mante 
troops over a vast area. Jajapa was agtio aod agidai 
<ird«red to free bimsalf from the Uarw eetan^ement 
by aoy mesas whatever, to satisfy Sam %agfa eomehoir 
by ^adng foor or five Satbor chieCtaioe oeder Us as 
Us Reporters, and to avoid the ezteKeely bard CaUc * 
of causing Bijay 8in|^ aHogetbsr, which voidd hav« 
J£ 
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k^pt tke MaraChft Army ia Marwar tUi 

flteraity.* 

Bat J& 7 ^« would aot listen to his master, and ereu 
loss to bis local chief Haghuosth or to his coUesgue 
hlaihar. He wbs obsessed by the ides of csptnriog 
^sy Singh’s fnrts aod wisniog the whole hiagdom 
£or Bsm Siogh. 

§ 4. Eariy sucrAseee of Jayapa SindJivt 

m Manoar, 1756. 

At first fortane seemed to fseonr him. The stroDg 
ftnt of Ajmir was stonaed by s Marsths division (under 
^e local tribut^oollector and not by Jays^), oo 21et 
E'^rnary 1765. And abortiy before this, the city of 
Jalor, where Bijay Singh’s hereditary boards were 
deposited and which was regarded as his safest refoge 
in a day of adveraity, fell into the hands of a body of 
gam $ng|b’a paitaaana. A mixed SA&or>l£aratha force 
tmdsr Jagannath Porohit sad Bauts^. ]^bhJ4 had 
to vested Jodhpur itself and their np was approaching 
&c walla of the Batbor capitaL 

At the same time, the rigour of the blockade of 
Nagor b^ac to ptees its garrison hard. Id March 1756 
one teak of water within that fort dried np ood there 
ncBained ^y one other to keep the defeodcrs aad 

* ML BiMi. liO, 187 (*e *spN ^ •Oman hws-*ep). IA 

< prt > fc a inpoasd> Bri, tL «ii, 
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Other inautes alive. Faouae nged in iba beloa^wiad 
dtf i ralt Hold at seers per Kupee, ric< at 13 aeen, 
and opium^so indispeaaabls to the Bajpot) at Ba. 30 
per seer, whUe firev?ood aod ^^raas were tcita ]]7 unobtun* 
able. Hen began to escape from Kagor wheaevar thaj 
could. Bija; Siogfa opeoed o^tjatfoos for tanas 
tbroug^h a bol; abbot, Qosain Bijaj Bbartda, bat Ja/apa 
damaoded the impossible sum of fift^ At iha 

same time, Jajapa S&diog his owo water-SQppl^ 
with the approach of summer, wrested from the 900107 ^ 
poseeBsloo a well*watered village, Tauear, seven milee 
south of the fort, and shifted hie camp there. 

Heoce, there was every prospect of bis being able 
to capture He^r aad eod the war in a few weeka 
So, when, towards the close of February, MaJbar and 
Sakharam B^u, now free from their cacopaigne m the 
Doab and Mewnt, offered to come to y^;or to reinforoe 
him, Jayapa told them that it was unneoesaaiy aa he 
woold sncceesfuUy oonclode the Nsgor bxuioeae in a 
few days, and that they bad better go andaCtn^ 
Bupoagar. Baghunatb Bao, too, was pat off widi 
ezacdy the same reply irixen he reached Foshkar 0 rd 
March) aad proposed to come Co Ki^or and pereooaHy 
•ffeot a reoonotliatioa between days^ and Bijay Siogh 
and do wW he ooald foe reinatalug Bam Sfe^ on 
the throne of Jodhpor. 

Thna, the Uaradia caote in Mamr, and iq 
oonaequenoe ofU, throo^ont I^orlhsra India too, was 
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for tit* time boiog ntn«d In tfae eelflih ioiabordmatlon 
of 006 orer-proad officer. And noon things bogsn to 
tarn lEgtlnst hixo. In Msreh Jslor was reooTersd by 
BQhj Sion's meo. Jo^Uipor hsld ont, sod no did Ksgor 
2n tpUe of do spc ning: prir&tioB boogsr sod thirst* Bat 
itytpA oltZDg to his boDobos iriib bllod obstinacy. Ho 
mated to wipe out tbt dlsgriKO of bis repcise by Bakht 
fH^fa b Jaly 1752, aod afe«r bis receot boast to the 
Peahwt aod Ragbaottb be had not tbs face to torn ba^ 
from the wtlls of Nagor witboat talrbg ft 

§ 5. .Vvrdrr o/ Jofopa Sindhia, 24 Juiff 17SS. 

tie eiaapcration grew brftwor on both sides, aod 
at last the stORs barst oa24&Ja]y, 1755. Peace- 
talks had beeo opened oa behalf of Bi)ay 8ta^ by 
Oosain Bi)ay Bbirsti norae tSme bnC no aettistBrat 
«u roM^ed. Ttie n^otUtor and bte aeeocUtM need to 
go aod ootBO b etween ^ dtf az>d the Mu«^ camp. 
On 24tfa Jaly the OoaCn oame to Jayapa's tent with 
Kj Kngb QtaabSn aad Jajaeebwmr from Kag<«. They 
wen jedoed by Hawit SieodJi, ivho was 

Rflag in tbe Uanttha oasp as the Mabiiaaa’s am* 
ItMiador, to lead Ua eervlua « a oeabal mediator. 
That day diaotiarioa WM probeged aod feeltags ran 


* 14 I 44. SK>. SB. 87 ite m4 MefrW 

tt. a»M. 108. Xe, HS <A4idr mflBtM.) 
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bigh.* Tbe Bathor earoy asked the Mantha gooeraJ, 
”What do you meaa by comiog to oar territory aad 
domaading tribute ? What do you take yourself to 
be Jayepa haughtily poiated to hie aword as hie 
BuCbority. The Bather pleaded, “Do act be too proud of 
your awordamaoaliip and streogtb of arm. Kocrw thM 
God alooe can grant ooe man supremacy OTer another.” 
But theee vords only heightened J&yapa's fury. After 
abnaiog the Batbor Kajah and hie agente aa eowardaj 
he thundered out, “By the stroke of my shoes 1 shall 
collect tribute from yoa ” This i?as more than the 
ancient peers of Hioduetan, claiming descent from the 
Son and the Mood, could bear a Brahman’s 
hereditary alipper>bearer. In an instant the Bather’s 
dagger leaped out of its ecabbard and vas ploaged 
again and again in Jayapa’s bosom ; his oompanioms 
completed the work teiBi th^ swords, it once Ibe 
alarm was sounded, and a wild tumult swept throogh 
Jaynpa’s camp. The Maratbas dew to arma ; the threo 
enyoys of Bijay Singh were cut down, and die innocsBt 

* Xtttds of Js^apSh—Ste and CAnAof C^ukor 
•men that J*7af)s abaed Bijay 8. and the in geawsd 

dBrin« the last disosMte. AiH. Mwi, 139, liL (1 bai« z^esled 
in wziaeo ta 1790). SFD. xxm Ud. it 148. DO. nadm 28 Jvif. 

IIm above are tb« aottMOtic eootttapomy 8c<oaotf, For the 
I, *1,11' tales eoDoosted laher. see tbd, I (taomd Nan** 
ttM) tad Fmia Awlar. h. 3M»*96S GO laUu fine lot tte 
MidBr) sad (hrir sehoes la HaariU Ui dbJto 

A beaettfol ciiw ta ph «u baflsat Kagpt over Jayapa^e «bs^ 
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by tb$ Mantbu and its prot>iflioD supply cut so 
tiut gntip Bold in the bilfiaguered city M 2 seers a 
Kopee. While keepio^ bis giip oa Nsgor nDeUckeaed> 
IhUtaji seat out smelter detaduneots to every village 
iritere the lUtbora bad r^ed tbeic beads.* 

Theo a Jaipar force under Aounidh Slogh 
S^mogarot with allies from Shabpur, Bapnagar, Keraali 
and Harawati, making » total of 25^00 msa, aod 
strong artillery, was r^Knied as oooiog to the reUef 
of 29egor \SPD. xzz. 74, 7?.] The Jaipor army bad at 
first marobed ie two diviaioos, aoder Auarudh and 
dagajiAAtb Sab, agauut Nanijm and Bamgarb 
we p e cti veiy, bat in fear of the Maratba detachment 
QJiderBaaoji Kioite advaociiig against them tiiey had 
united at Kantgarh. Dattaji countered this move by 
pushing up to a stroug reioforoaBent of 

men, partly composed of his own Marathaa and paitiy 
of Bam Singh’s Bathor partisans. Aatiru^ was 
ooc^etely oowed by this superior force, and saw these 
Xfaratha gensrais on lOtb October, aski^ for peace 
and agreeing to go to Datts^ for settUsg the terms> 
But 00 bearing that Bljaj Singh’s reUineca aad a 
i., pvt? Bikauir troope audar diwan Bekbtawar Kel 
Me ooming to his aid, In a body of some 2,500 freeb 

* Qatswe i . oo Qm MbI Htw. IS s. b. a ^ Jsier. P t Aw a n , 
H ■. a. a a of Nscor. 41 s^ su w. <rf Mots. PiiiifsOw^, 

I H. a e> of Dtdwaoa. J ftms e. 6 Wk a nf fkffihbtr teva. 
Marnff^. S ■. a at Ssafaa cad K ■. a ^ Btiinaa. 
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CMfi, ha broke off o^tiadoDa, and on 15th October 
•et out from Bamgtrh towards Xaj»or. day, from 

Datia be crossed the frontier and entered the Marwar 
territory. But during the preceding night a light force 
of hUrathas under Bholte, Narsiogh Kao Sindhia^ and 
Khaniji Jadav, bad made a forced march from their 
halting plaee> and they cow overtook aod attacked the 
rear of the Jaipur army three hours after dawn. An 
obetiute combat raged for fonr hours. The Becoani 
mca^troopera galloped upon the cumbrous artillery of 
Jaipur, cut down the gunnera, and in the end gmned a 
complete victory. Aourudh lost aeven to eight hundred 
men alaio, and a thousand boreea, 50 camels, two gne^ 
and six tambrila of xnanitiona given cp (c plunder 
(lOth October.) But a still greater disgrace hafeU 
him ; hia d«ad were oot allowed to be removed for 
ereoutioR. The Mwtha losses were only two killed asd 
forty'three wounded among the men and 70 horses. 

Severely shaken by this defeat, the Jaipur general 
turned his face towards Bldwaoa, moving by regular 
marches, hia baggage placed in the centre of the 
colomn aod hia artillery is front Cooatantiy haneeed 
aad robbed of horeee and trauaport cattle by the 
Mantha bands roving lonod him aad hie men aad 
beasts won cot by want of water, he oooid not 
advanoe more than Sve cnilee a day. lo thin soziy 
pH|cbt ka reached Bidwaika, 3S miles from Baogarii 
M SOdi Ootober. Boring tbn last d^ of this oarob he 
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bxd to p&fls twelve hours absolutely without any water, 
&a Marathas htviof blocked up the welie aod seixed 
Ibe tauki along the entire route in advance. The enemy, 
by repeatedly ohar^ug hU rear and danks, killed 800 
othis men and took 185 of bis horses and three of hia 
gtias, while large onoben euccsmbed to thiret. 

He durst Qot move out of i)ldwaoa. Similai^y hia 
expected aUiea, the men of Bijay Singh, were cooped ap 
at Daolatpur (5 miles e. of Bidwaoiu) A oonvoy of food 
ooming from Bikanir to the J^mr army in Didwaoa 
wae out off by ^e hfarat.Kaa near Daolatpor, a 
hccdred men of the eeoort killed and die 

rest pdt to Sight The greatest scarcity raged 
ia the Bajput campe y lioe sold at 8 or 4 eeere 
the Bopee, eriiile fodder was almost uoprocnral^e. 
Anorndh saw all hope of euocoor vanish and the way 
for advance and retreat alike oloeed. He came otrt wBh 
300 hocM and saw the three genemls facing 

Mm on diet October, bat nothing was settled. Bijay 
Singh, too, sect eOToys from Nagt« Evoposiog to vtat 
Dattaji for amngfng terms of peaoe (about bth ^oveo- 
ber.) 

§ 7, Jaipur end Jfonoar SoJaJu nahs peace teitk 
MaraOmj fV>. 7 

la the msao ttae, on heating of ^ayapa's morder, toe 

~ * 13to nL M O, & 

ss«i. m. AHi. Mm lift. 
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rpibgi had ordered rcinforceraent^ (o Marwar for 
rctrioFiog tho Mamtha position there. The first to 
arrive was Antaji Man&keshwar, vnth lOfODO men (iDclad* 
ing Jat nod Bhadauria aUiesj^ who had started from 
KuacK 00 the bank of the Jaiduna oo 4ch September, 
aod by making a safe detoor through the hills by way of 
Indragarh, Khataali and the Lahheri pass, had utered 
Jazpar territory near I7evai. Without coming to Kagor, 
he first ravaged the Kachhwa territory aod then jomed 
the Maratha force before Didwana (4th Kovember], 
helping to make the bloekade complete. 

The year hnd been marked hj dninght, and even in 
the open Maratha camp graic wan selliug et 6ve seers 
a Bopee, srfaile fodder was so scarce that a Rupee's 
worth of grass a day did oot suffice for one horse. The 
water level in the welle had sunk to SSS fes# below the 
•orEaoe. Tlie sitnation witlus the blockaded city of 
was eveo woree. At last life ffiere beoaioe weD- 
nigh anbearable, and on 12th llovember Bljay Singh 
slipped out of Nagor with 800 foot and lOO hone, 
IsteodiBg to join the Jaipur army at ZHdwiuta. Bat 
flndiny ikat place enveloped by large enemy focoei, he 
gatokly ckaoged hie route and ded in beadlcog baeta to 
Bihuir, vriiere he arrived after ten hoon of ceaMlnv 
ridii^. 

Btri the sttuadoft was no better at B&sair. Around 
&at dtbf «I] ffie weBe bad dried up for t4 ofloe round, 
and BfjK 7 Sbfh's attacapts to rtue a fresh army then 
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failed. 8oj Mrly ia December be returned to yagor, 
and reopened peace parleys with DatUji. Biladbo Sin|;h 
decided to secure the release of bis array in Didvana by 
promulng five lakliB of Bupees to the Maratbaa. 

Tbe Maratba forces assembled in Eajputana ware io 
crerwhelmang strength at this time (tbe end of 1765) 
and the Badiors ooald make no head against them. 8o) 
at last. Bijay Siagb boired to tbe inevitable and agreed 
(0 make peace on tbe following terms (end of February 
1766): 

(t) Ajour fort and diaOiot were to be ceded to tbe 
Maratbaa in fall eoveceigiity. 

(») A war indemnity of fifty lakbs was to be paid,— 
25 lakha In tbe coatee of one year and the balance in 
two years more. 

(<iO Ihe city of Jaior and half the Urritory of 
Marwar were to be deUvered to Bam Singh, while Bijay 
Singh would rule over the other half and the eitiea of 
Jod^ur, Nagor aitd Merta. l9oae of these tenna except 
^ first one was oltiznately folfiUeA 

Hmm aegotiatioBa haTU^ been conclnded, at the 
end of Fehnacy I76t^ Dattajl halted before Nagcn for 
some time, in tbe hope of ooUeotiag the raoney, and tioo 
ftoved OQ to Marta, and thsnca to Bn^sgar, agaiaet 
which city be opened tnnobea oo 22nd April. Hen 
•Bother diviaiOB of the Maratba araay ondsc Sbtmriwr 
Bahadur Joued bim oo 6th May and completed ^ 
iaeaMment. Bahadnr Singh; the uorpbg joaiu priue 
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of th« Bopnagar SUtc, BiibtDitt«d to tbo invaden and 
yielded his citr to hi» elder brother Slmaot Sitigb, vhoqi 
he bad ouatod aod whoae cauae had been takoD up hj 
Bam Singli and the Marathas. Then Dattaji returned 
(early io Jane) to hie own def of Ojjab,* whUe 
Sbamoher Bahadur went back to hfalwa. Thae, the 
Marmir adventure of the Siodhia family, b^n four 
yeafa ago, at last ended. 

§ 8. Eaffhnnatk Rao invades Ri^pufanOj 
i'.T/—bw failurfi dttd sufferinfis. 

At the end of this yoar, 2766, first Malhar Eolkar 
aod eome weeks later Raghnnath Bao were again ordered 
by Am Beebwa to Bajpntana to exact the promised but 
long-delayed tribote. Baghnoatb reached lodor oa 14 
Febroary 1757, and on beiog joined by VaJbff r thec^ 
at first proposed to uarob * on Delhi, whi^ was tfien 
bmng robbed by Ahmad 8b^ AbdalL 

Bot aoeb a task was really impoaaible for hta. 
Apart from hla owb ood Rational lethargy and 


• Oa ^ October im AbNI imtea.-*‘Belore this Uw bbtnne 
et Zotft 1 Doiiaa 8all <Ued ^lUdicea Ob baacieg of tc DaHifi 
by Bargee lo aad seotwed protafee 'ef 42 lafete 
m MMf Ukba wen paid 6ow and boats £i?cn to to 
semUtg bb lak&a fie tise ocna bask to UbatB.” SPD, 0. 61 
T^w eie p. 365l-'6 ptoee to deatb (o Jaly aad gtwa 

t} kkba le to aeonasto toa impoeed oa A$t B. Bto, to aev 
Btok. 
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h« WAS leFtr^Ij haodioapped by bie ntter 
licck of T^dfoee ud bia cooatant friction with hia 
g;ra»t lientcoaiit. The Peebwa had inherited from bia 
daahing father Baji Rao vaet temtorial claime, but 
alto a oruabii^ debt, which he had ooiy 

inoreated by following a policy of ^grearive espaosoo 
doriag 15 yaara, aad he looked to thie north' 
lodiao expedition aa hie only pouible meaiw 
of relief. He bad therefore been unable to fit 
oat Ba^uoath in proper atreogtb. Eagfaanatb's own 
force Qed by ^tal Sbi^dev) waa 4,000 and Malharia 
oofftic^iejit 2,000, nolriflg ^ total of 6,000 men 
iouaediAtely uod« lida banaera. And erea ooontiag 
the ecwttered datacbiiienta of SStaineheT Bahadur and 
Karo Shankar and ADta|i't army (whi^ laat waa really 
an imperial eerrioe oorpa), the fall Maratba atreogth in 
the north did not exceed 16,000 men. Bat their leader 
had no moaQ', itcr any ^oepect of getting smtey eoon \ 
theBajpct 8utee were themeelTee tmpoveriahed and 
raenly negctiated to fiiQ ticno. la ootneqaenee, 
B^miath and bia eoldicre were eturvlog. Far from 
being able to remit tribute to the Feehwa, he oonatu^y 
begged for funda frooi Pona, in ordtf to eabeiet t Ae be 
writes, *1 am feeding mya^ only by lootu^ riUagea. 
1 b this oonotiy meet pkoee ace fortified, aad not a girin 
«f food can be obttioed witbeat f^fating. I hive no 
aimey, aod cannot even ndee a loan. My soIdi«e have 
beea taiting lor om or two days afi a tuna.'* He Irid m 
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ni7] HAOHUSATH’a ^SMA.‘^DP OH .1AJPU? 

^Ul}i«r Uie entire binme for the failure to cHoch matters 
in6b (be Rajput Rajafas and beaten tbe ootlection of 
tribute. jEaj. i 62, fi", 'l-l 

From Indor, tbroupb Me war,—where he took 
a raiiaom of one lokb from Jawad and plnndered Raoi- 
kheda (March),—Baf^bunatb lUo reached Jaipur territory, 
and while dunauig Madbo Biogh for payment, )aid eiege 
(April) to the fortalice of Barwada* beJongiog to the 
Shekhawate, who were the moat stubborn fightere in 
the Kacbhwa kingdom. Ragbnnath had no sieg^ 
mBterials and was long held np by this garhu Hta 
insane pride and lack of business capacity prolonged 
the sufferings of bis army. The Jaipur minister KSnl* 
ram offered to boy him off by paying the same tribute 
ae agreed opoa in the past; but "Baghuoith would not 
listen . he demands 40 to 50 lakhe in cash and the 
cession of the 14 lakba worth of jagir giyea by the 
Emperor to Jaipur some years ago as appertauuog to 
fort Ranthambhor, id addition to Rampur^BUnpui^ 
Took'Toda, and Hioglajgarh. Ha is detemined either 
to tecnre these gains by consent, or to remain here for 
four months and gain territory worth 40 to 50 lahhe 
by wv.” [e. 12 April, 8PD. iSta] Baj^ Madbo 
BCngh wisely rejected these exoihitani teima ud pot 
bis capital and other forts in a yigilaat and acriwe stale 
* Italad CA mod eoi saps aodw ^ iwytMihs naa of 
Clsi^ b dirwans, SO ob v. of Bari «od 19 a. 

■.«. si Saval Madhops?' Sly. scadtu. Ssa i. BPO. fzriL MR. 
to m. m. asiiawieaei, 16 a>. a. w. gf Nssroo 
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d»feDC«. The toUl MantLt force io (het reg!9n, 
loola^og M«lber*e contiagoot now nnnbercd 13,000. 
Bot Jiipar fort bed e |:erri8on of 17,000, end the 
Bijib’f gcaeraJe petrolled round it in strength d&j and 
bight Seoguer wu hatd hy Dil«I Siogh Rejawet, who 
wee atreagtbeaed {LO bCe^} with alx tuabrite .of powder 
aftd ehot Medho ftsgh ceiied his feudatories one hy one 
end aede tbem eweer on the sacred bel leaf to resist the 
•ontbem invaders to tb« death. Hie determiDation to 
fight rather than aocept Baghaeath’s hQuiliaring terms 
became vaolfest to all [5PD. la. 121 and 120 ; Baj. 
L 71 differs from zreit 162a.] 

Bat thoQ|^ there wu no aebuJ claA of arms, except 
fee the beifective ^ege of Barwada, the strong attitnde 
of Madho 8ingh. foree d Ba^uoath to lose more thao 
(liree aon&a and feed bis huge armj in idleoesa i& 
Jaipur t«mt« 7 . It last he caiaa to bis aeaaes and 
abovt lOth Jolf agreed to aoospt elerea l*Vb« from 
Jaipur, tiz of was psdd dowo, aod ahaied betweee 
Be^nath and b£alb«r b the p top wii on of 2 to 1. Bj 
this time Ha^noath Bao had been reduced to a 
desperate state of destkotion ; as he wrote to the 
Peshwi os 12th JbI^ is aspport of bis piajer for a 
rSBitbace. 'J hare so moaef, oor is afiy lots avaibble. 
Ify troops are b debt Prtoes hare are rscy high. I m 
didly gotebg ay food ooly by laokisg tbs viJl^ee.* 
IBzyi 7L] 

Usaatiae Ahmad Sbah bad oossa eod gone witootti 
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Eigbuoalh lifting A fiogep to defend iLe holy places of 
Hicduetan or to prevent tbe foreign invader from 
carrying oway tbo treaeures of the land and leaving it 
Kucked dry for tbo >£aratba9'ffho vould como after him * 
Having tliua at loot settled the Jaipur bueinese, 
ftaghunath and Mai bar waited for some days coore in 
Jaipar territory for tbe arriTal of Holkar^e wife 
Gantami B5i, tod on being joined by ber left lUjputona 
at the end of July 1757, and that conolry enjoyed peace 
for nearly a year after. 

g 0. Tkt Sindhm in BajjmUifia, ITofi. 

Tbe tribute of 50 lakhs which Bijay Singh of Manrar 
had been forced to promise to Dattaji Sindbia (io Feb. 
175g), was beyond tbe resources of that desert land and 
remained unpud for years after, keeping a sonroe of 
friction perpetually open. During Baghuoath’s march 
through Rajpotaoa in June 175?, the Maiwar ministers 
bod waited on him and begged him to abate these terms 
and dictate some reasonabie compromise between their 

• BftihnoiAh atMonMd a dcapondent tone from ibe outset 

‘*Onr Uoope are cot yee aaoembJed. Z hare oo otoMy. i.MtH 
if sbeag : it retiree very great leeouroe* to dtaatlse bin. Send 
pMOili ^dhla qaietiy to ms from the Deccan'* (BaghoDath’a 

mxy 16 Feb.) 

On 26lh Feb. bli divan Sakharam Rape writea, "The month of 
Falgeft (M^Uarehj viU be orm before my eoBriogent and that 
of ICalbax an mustered. AbdaJl u a powetfol enemy[Baj. i. 8S 
and 6S.) 
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Bajftb ud Siodhift. Bat Mamr bad beeo fluigocd bj 
tUe Pcahm w th« special bantiog-grouad of the Sindhia 
familj, and (hereforo Raghaaftth did not choose to 
interfece, even if he could have ]ii)pose<l bis wU) oa 
Dottaji, which was doubtful. [ Baj. L (Jli. | 

So, Bajpntaoa received toother visit from the locust 
ivamB of the south about the middle of 1758. Id the 
Jatv of that year Jaokcji Slodbia was pressing Ummed 
Siogh Sisodia of Shabpuiw for bis tribute, and be paid 
a hurried visit to Baghunath Rao, theo on hia return 
joaney from the Panjt^ to Mobarashtra ^iroogb eastern 
Bajpotaoa and MaJwib At tba sod of that month 
•laokop aecored a pioaiae of foor lakhs from Sbahpara 
and went to fCota, where the new Bajab had died- 
Here he imposed a tucoeaiion fee on the late Bajab’s 
successor, and here Malhar sooo afterwards joined him 
(Anguet) and bdped to realire the money. The tin 
Muraiba geaorala now cams to some sort of aettlemeot'^ 
the long standing rivalry between tbdr families for 
ahariag the Marathi aoqniMtUKra la Bajpataoa and 
Malwa. Jankcjl than passed into Jaipur temtory tih 
hGUpara. Rajah Hadho Sin^ bad entered into ever 7 
anU-Maratba coalition eboe 1754, and he waa now 
eoeroed into pramising $d l^hs, payable in four yeara^ 
tin present ycstr’e instalment of 9 lokha to be enhanced 
by tils additloo of a mxar of three l^s (Septecnber J 
Smc Jalylask Jankoji had been reoeivii^ repeated 
lettsn from ike letnating Bao, orgiBg him 
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to letvf Rajput&Aft fort bo preseot and march to Delhi, 
where a r^trong Maratha force wae needed for defeodlo^ 
their new gsiioe in tlie Doeb and the Panjeb, as there 
were pereistent riimoore of Abdali’s intention to iovade 
Jndjn again. 'Taokoji halted during October and 
N’uvember oo the eastern aide of the Jaipur kingdom 
for the comiog of bis uncle and guardian Dattaji, who 
had at thia time taken post in Kapoagar, "thiokiog day 
and night how to lighten the Peshva^s load of debt." 
At last uncle and nephew united, started for Delhi, and 
reached Xajafgarh op 86 December 1763 . * 

The land being clear of the eoutbern inTaders, Madho 
5in^, who received a visit from Suraj Mai at Amber in 
Uatt^ 1769 and probably concerted a defensive plan 
with him, soon afterwards ezpeUed the Maratba outposts 
from his domintoaa. [ TALS. SO8a. 1 

§ 10. MaJhfir ffolkar^s eamjmgn in yii^puUina, 2759. 

Soon aftsr parting from Jankoji at Eota, Malbar 
returned to Indor (September 1756) and bad a severe 
iUnesa On reoovieiiag, be made a journey to Pusa^ 
'^ere he arrived ic January 1759, after having been 
detaiaed for some weeks at Seodbwa (uiidwa;y betweeu 
the Narmada and the Xapta) by a general ^i£l risiog in 
ESiaodeah. At the Maratha capital hie tact and dftJomacy 

* SPO. d 66» 94, 96. szriL 230, 386. Jukoii wrUea to the 
P^wa dM be vu delayed tong mw Pmhkar by Us eflbrte to 
4«lle«t the piMilied olbote. ( IL K3.) 
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removed tbo Peehw&'s receotly kiodled euepiciooe 
ebont him, end ho was eent back to hlaJwa, roinaUtod 
in traat and povor. In Jalj he received orders from 
the Peehwa to go aod put preiaure on the Mahoraoa of 
Udaipurj who bad not pud a pice of bis annual tribute 
fcpT the last four foara, nor the ertra coatributioo laid 
on him hj Jankoji in 1758. The Peehwa's need of 
010007 pressing and he mote to his a|;eats in 

Bajputana not to spare the Maharana’a feelinga, but to 
ezerdae everj kicid of harahoees that was llkel 7 to enforce 
pajmeot from the defaulter. [SPD. sd. 167, 172.] 

Bat the main task of Maibar sras to realize the heavy 
oontributioos laid on the Jaipur Rajah,—Damcly 13 
lakhs for 1768 and 9 lakhs for 1759. TMa was no easy 
task, becanae Jaipur was now the strongest power in 
Bajputana, aod its master, safely shsltered within his 
atroQgly fortified capital, could laogb an invasion to 
SOonL Moreover, as Baghnnath bad found is 1757, in 
this ki&gdom most of the villages had protective walls 
and a martial popnlation. Thus, die Maratba general 
oould only oooopy a pMlioo of the country and try to 
starve the eoemy ont by stopping oaltivation and 
oonunercial irafFto. Atlast,in November the Bajpots came 
out in a body 4,000 strong, under Jot Singh Nathawat, 
to attack the ^(alhar had been praying for 

wA an opportunity of fighting in the open. With 
his sc^e^r numben and artillery, ha enveloped the 
Ba^ote at Imkbori snd cco^letoly omabed them, twan^ 
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of th«ir capt&ine beiog slaio. Thereafter the Raj pets 
ceaaed to confrout bim, aod merely held their outposta 
at difereot places. 

MaJhar oext laid to B&rwara, vhloh vas 

defended by Vibainajit aod other captaios of the 
Bajawat and Sbekbawat olana. Calling ap bis big guns 
from Bampura, be prcaaed the garrison so hard that they 
cried for quarter and ivere allowed to go away with thalr 
Uvea cdIt, and the Maratbae oocapted this fort renawoed 
for its strength. Their signal sncceas frightened the 
Rajpnt chiefs all around ; from Uoiara, Isarda, Sewarb, 
and Jhilara eovoya came to XUlhar'a oamp with offers of 
tribute as the price of peace. 3ia aim was to make 
d^m restore tbs Maratha jagire in Eota-Bondi lately 
usurped bv them and then to coofirm these local chief' 
tains in the poesession of their ancestral estatee, on 
condition of their agreeing to pay tribute annaally for the 
rest of the lands they held. But before these arrange* 
meats could be completed, be received, on 27tb Becem* 
ber, an argent call from Dattaji Sindbla to come at oooe 
to his aid, as Abdali bad crossed over into the Sarhind 
district and a decisive trial of strength with him vaa 
bsminsnt So, Malbar abruptly abandoned the Bajpat 
busineee jnstat the pointof matoring, and set off on 
3nd January 1760 for Delhi, by way of Jhilara (8rd 
Jaanary.)* 

• SPD. H. 113 , 116 , n7(-zai 177). Baj. LUD. JUSwvMms « 
be Jkilai, S6 oL B. w. of Barevt a&d 40 m. a a a of Ja^v. 
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Tbut, the Meretha iotcreeCs in Bajpotana remained un- 
aettJed aod aaeared for throu^out the entire year 17ii0, 
that intervened between Malhar^e departure and the 
battic of Panipat It waa only after the retreat of the 
A%han king from India about the middle of 1761 that 
the Maratbaa were able to turn again to Rajputaoa 
and settle acoounta vrith the Bajpat prioces who bad 
beeu exulting over the debacle of PampaL 


CHAPTER XIX 


DATTAJt SJSDHIA'S CAMPAIOKH in* we XoRTIf, 

1759—171)0. 

^ 1, Daitaji thffatenjf Ift aliwk Delhi and oust Tnind. 

We b&Te seen in Chapter 18 bow DatSji, with bia 
jouog ward Jaokoji Siodbia, bed left Hajputape aod 
reached Xajafgaih, south-west oi Delhi on 26th 
Deoeinbor, 175*'^. His arrival at the capital effected a 
complete reversal of Maratha poliof lo Hioduelan. The 
SDOOth-spoken conoiliaCory practical politiciaQ Malbar 
tUft Holhar, who had so long guided Maratba diplomacy 
in the North, was replaced by the tough impatient 
huatling soldier I>at&ji Sindhia. lo additloa, while 
Malhar had publioly befriended NajUs Khan as bis 
adopted son, Dattaji was uader orders to orush Najih 
altogether as the sole reraaioiog thorn ia the path of 
hfaratha predomiaaace !o the northere empire,— after 
i^ich the bCarathas would be free to send their main 
forces into the Pan jab and Bibar and revise untold 
affiouois of tribute from these provinces, in ordev to 
remove the Peehvrii'e crushing burden of debt ^uck 
had been only Increased by Bagbnoath'a bnrw es:pedt* 
of 1757-17 68. Dattiji was not the man to tolerate 
the delay or evasiou of payment, which had now become 
a habit with the D^hi oQdaU. Besides, every £risad 
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of MfttbAT WAS fl auflpect nnd ever^ arrADgement made hy 
MaJbar wae a mistake in his eyes* * 

Arrived withio four day#* march of Delhi, Datlaji 
aenf word that he had been appointed by the Deshwa to 
replace Maiharaa the aubahdar of Agra, and that the 
capital must pay its tribute or be put to plunder. ImU 
in great alarm strengthened the giiards at the gatee of 
Delhi in order to keep the Marathae ont the residents 
of the aouthern euburbs (or Old Delhi) took refuge 
withio the city of Shab Jahao. The waair opened 
negotiadona with Dattaji, offeriog to pay 7 or 8 lakha 
if he avoided the capital and made a detour rouod it in 
hie march Co Lahor. On 4th January 1759 the Maratba 
army reached Baiin Ghat, some ten miles north of the 
dty. and here the wazir bad a long talk with DaUiji two 
days later. After 2 or 3 days a Deccani corps crossed 
over to the eastern bank of tbe Jamuoi and raided Loni 
and the ooQotry aronod. The wastr proheeted to Dattajk 
■gainst ( h ea p acts of hostility "at a time when there was 
friendship between year eover^gn aod zsiae,** and Dattaji 
1«. 1«7. FAIA l«-19a DC. Kar.ud-dis, 8U. 

Jtnkoii being the legal Mooenaor d Jsyape. ill cdSdal leUoe 
Wire iaened lo hii name and (udec his eoei, nnd the vriterj of the 
ttAM need the word Jmkp fi vbs« Dai^ wae dts penou nelly 
eseecMd' I bi*e mtde tbe nrnfemy of oaoe tfayo gb oot 

a* Daft*# vta the oneod** head o( the Siadbla'a irmy aztd 
MMct tn tbe Math, the Peshe a «bantfteru«d Detuji ihu 
la a )it|« od SO Asg. 1755. “DaCtKbi** oetsn li that of i [omtoI 
■cUlir; btseebe {CMS tUtttiy oa c tbe wroog time end 
riM* (iUNftwiS Mm. iSOf. 
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recalled bia men. He nO£t detached t large force to the 
SaharanpuT district, which wae^ Najib’e jagir, ordering 
them not to molest aoy vill^e on the way. Oo 14th 
Januar}’, Dattaji came southwards, close to the oerthern 
gate of Delhi, bat refused to see the waar aod 
spoke scornfully aboat him. So the warir guarded the 
city more vigilantij than before, eatreochlog in the 
efiviross aod posting artillery to meet any assault 
Boviog bands of Maiathas threateoed Shabdara (from 
which all the rich men Bed away) and robbed the villages 
in the north-west of Drihi and the wayfarers. The 
sturdy peasantry retaliated, ^'io many places lonely 
Maratba soldiers were robbed of their mares and bollocks 
by the villagers.'' 

The Mantha headc^asiters bad been shifted from 
Bariri Ghat to Takia Majaun (Iftti) January.) From 
base, a large detachment appeared near E!£li Pahari 
(beyond the Idgab) and attacked the ontpoats of Phatak 
Misri Khan and Jinsi Topkhauah (near Sar& Rubela.) 
The imperial troops in the trenches here made the 
mistake of sallying forth, with the result that they wese 
defeated aod driveo bach^ suSering heavy loesea. ^le 
exultant Maratbas pursued them up to the oi^ 
bttrnt the carriage of the largest imperial cannou (named 
AOock), and pluudered Sanl Ruhela aod other 
ssbirbs outside the JDeUu Gate, "where the trad era 
had stored gr^ and other merriundiee beyond 
calculation." This sort of irregular dating and pluoder 
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of the weeUni ^iiburb^ wcMit ou for four days* !*nmll 
Mitratha bands and bem^ oooaiionally cat 

lE* by the waxir'fl troops. Od 23rd Janiiain' Battaji 
spot Antaji MaiiakoahwAr, Pnrnahnttain Hin^n4 and 
o^er medutorB to renew the peace no^otiatlons, but 
DO ap'eement waa reached. 

In the course of three or four days, the food supply 
of tbe Maratha camp failed alto^tether, "as the traders 
ceased to conus}* ^in there for fear of plunder, aod 
extreme scarcity appeared. Nine or ten thousand 
Deccani trooperSi crossing the Jaranoa, went to Ghazia- 
bad, but the inhabituts opposed them with artUlery 
aod matchlocka The Maradias, bsfBed bore, went ou 
aad looted Diana, belonging; to tbe wazir .. .They sent 
the captured grain and other provisions from that place 
to their own camp (near Delhi.]... Tbe waair protected 
to DatSji against this outage during peace oegotktioDe, 
usd the raiders were recalled. On Jaanazy, the 
Msntha array, which lived only by foraging, recrosaed 

Jamnna azid went towards SbShdara and Patpargaoj. 
A force aent by the waw effeetoally guarded the 
marhete in these two placeS) but aoos traders wbo were 
biingii^ grun to Delhi were ioteroepted on the way 
■od robbed of duir goods. Next day an agraement 
VW la uAa d se to the aasoQZkt of Booey ooatribatkiB 
pliable ^ ^ waar, and on tst Fettfoary Dattaji 
began Us aortbward neroh, and peace reConed t» 

DelU.'* (7AL&mM98&) 
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§ 2. Daiioji'v rtifiriihuj from thr 

The ^indhins next entered the P&ajab, and after 
effecting the recopqoest of that province returned to¬ 
wards Peihi in ^fey 175ft. Croesiog the Jamuni at the 
RADiiii Qbat (east of PSnipat), they halted at Shamli 
and opened o^^latione with the waar. At the eod 
of thia iDooth, Dattaji proceodod soath to Baghpat and 
iaduoed Najib to pay him a visit* It was at fret 
agreed that Najib would support the Marathas with his 
Croopa in the invasion of Bihar by way of Oudh, if the 
Sindhiae respected h!s possessions. It was neceaeary 
for Dattaji to keep Xajib iu band^ because he had 
dooided to overthrow the false and incompetent waalr 
Isid, aod take over the admin istratioa of the empire, 
in order to secure a more regular collection of tribota. 
On lat June he scot Abdul Ahad Shan and Antiji 
Maonkoshwar to the warir with an ultimatuni calliog 
upon him to resign his post and place the empire und^ 
his (f. e., Dattaji's) control, as 'Ttoad was unfit for the 
management of the empire and all his comrades w«e 
peculators.'' In case of refusal, the Maratha ohkf 
threatened war. But after eome days, he was induoed 
ia return for a bond for the payment of an indeiBDity, 
to tu rn back from BSghpat^ and Delhi escaped an 

< DaCttji neebes Eairaiu. 23 Us; [SPD~ xzrfL Sto.) Ka^'i 
rM to Um sad reptue deeoribed in Kar.iid-dui 23 aad flXA 
8095. DiMji’s detaQed phias for the fatnre (IsQet to Peshva. f. 

Ifi Ibyh SPV. 1 301. TILS. aSs. SPD. fi. ICS (& 22 AptO) 
airw loiManc detaOs. 
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3. Rfipiurf hct/reen Ifaitojf Shulliia and Xfrji'b. 

But there could be no real anioo of hearts bvtwceu 
Dattaji aud Xajib. Tlie RubeU obief was uatu rally 
unwiJIing to go away with hia troops oq the distant 
Bihar expedition, leaving bis territoriee io the upper 
Doab within easy reach of the greedy and faithless 
hUratha loca! officers poeted lover down that Oaot 

example of tbelr unscrupulous rapacity bad occurred 
JO March 175fl, when Govind Ballal Buad414 in his 
northward march from EtSwa bad wrested the outpost 
of Sih:aadrabad from Najib’s agent, thoogh the tvo 
aides were then at peace. Ob (hie ocoasioo BattSji had 
been induced (bf An^i) to restore the usurped 
territory, eo as not to antagooite Xajib, whose services 
he was then proposing to utilize. A sbrewd observer 
like Xajlb could not but suspect tbe secret intsotioiu 
of tbe Maratbas in the Doab. He also came to fesir 
that Dattaji, sngyy at bis refuaid to cede his ja^s, 
was planning to arrest bim daring a feisodiy interview. 
Hm plot failed before it ooald be attempted, because 
Xajih's chief officers forced tiieir way into Dattaji’s 
teat along with Xajib, bru^ing aside the opporiiion of 
tbe goards at tbe gate. Tbe Marathas were cowed into 
^lissoe oce and tennEoated the interview wary t^oickly. 
Ob ntttning to his own cstaip, Xajib ieeu:^edv ^^t is 
90l b£s to visit these moo ; ^teii looks seem malignaot 
to ass.** So. bo aart^ed away to his own tenitciy. 

From Bfa ni l i 2Ts^ retnmsd to Saharaopor, while 
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Dittaji adrauced to Jfirat, and near that dtj attacked 
a fort built by -TetS Gnjar- “The gairison, overcome 
by fiuporior numbers, fled away. Thence Dat^ji went 
and oncaiiiprd near the home of the Bacha Sayyida.* 
who were the hereditary enemlea of the Babelas [end of 
June.) He sftked Is a jib to cede eome parganahs of 
Saharanpur, but the Ruhela offered to pay the fixed 
tribute only if the Marathaa vacated hia country, and 
be refused to alienate nny of hie villages. DatSji 
did not agree to thia; he sent detachments to 
the ontpoata of Najib, from which the Ruhela’s agents 
retired without a blow.” [TALS. 209, Nur-ad-din 22.] 
Thus, at last open war was precipitated by Dattaji's 
hustling tactics. 

I; 4. Sa)ib Khan'9 defaxMi ai Skuiiartai described^ 
The sagacious Ruhela veteran matured a masterly 
scheme of defence, which enabled his small force to 
withstand the myriads of Maluirishtra for nearly six 
months and triumph in the end. Some aisteen miles 
due east of the city of Mnaaffamagar, there U a low 
place on the right bank of the Gangee, named Shokarfal.t 

• These Styyida wen Shies, while Nefib vea the Saaai 
^hampioo. Moreover, be had anitehM away many of tbia eatatea 
18 the diatrlct ronad Uinapnr. 

t atakarUti.-2i. W.P. Ottxattm. UL 444446, 641-642 (dweriptno.) 

21^13. SPD. rm. M. Bv 1142-146; il p. 
1 ^ 6 . £KZ Kor-od^iiD, 284-8?4. Oorind BaUal'e redd east of 
the OtAg^-TAlS. 2106. itm. 171-174. B^. i iSS-ldi. 
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Aloag w&9tcra eide of it stretches the edge of the 
upJaod ruaniog north to south parallel to the river. 
Konh, east and south of Sbukartal there are aumberless 
torftous ravines sloping down to the river, the loose 
sandj bed and aides of which render the terrain 
impossible for cavaJrj, while tbej afford excellent 
opportunity to foot loosketeera to dig themselves lo 
and form perfect ambushes, la Che north of the place, 
a bend in the Salani (a feeder of the Ganges) formed 
an effective natural cover, while the entire eastern 
daoh for miles above and below was protected 

bj the mighty Ganges and Its network of channels, 
parted bv sandy ialands. !!?ajib completed this natural 
fortress by formiog entrenchments sod redoubts, and 
mounting guns and posting hie sharpshooters towards 
the west and south-west, wbeooe only an enemy could 
spproach. Thus, a perfect sunken fort was fonited 
which only starvation could have made untenable in 
the age before the iavenCioo of modern shells. Bat 
the fear of starvation was removed by Kajib throwing 
a bridge of boate over the Ganges aocth-east of his 
eotreDohments, in an absolutely safe position, unless 
the eaemy could cross the mi^ty river and storm the 
fbrtified biidg^ead on tiie left bank, which was 
teposaible during the rainy season jnst then begiooing. 

Bera Kajib Eetirad with his amy at the end of June, 


8P0. A. Nsr-nMla. SMti. S?-4a. Shc^. 

«. «. 
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And htfc tb« MarsUias followed bun up in a few dtye. 
DittSji enenmped two oiiJea west of Shukarbil. Findbg 
the enemy’s position impregnable to aasault, he prepared 
to beai^e it, and buUt a laif e redoubt of his own a 
mile from the first lioo of Knjib's trenches. Skinnisbea 
began on the debatable land between the two oamps, 
acoompanied by a fruitlesa esobange of gunfire. 

§ 5. Dailaji's of Sktikarial: figkivig. 

A severe engagement took place on 15tb SepCemba*^ 
when the Bohela ekirmiabers advanced too far into the 
Marathi lines, and Dattaji, after detaching a small foroe 
to keep them in play in front, made a detour with 
7,000 select cavalry to cut off thev retreat. But the 
eagle eye of Najlb detected the manceuvie from the line 
of dust raised by these horaemeo, and he prepared for 
it bv posting ten thonaand Buhela infantry with loaded 
flint-locks in ambush in s dry nA/o bordering the path 
of Uattiji’s advance. The Ruhela skirnishera fell back 
towards their eutrenchcnent and the front divieioD of 
the Marathaa gave them chase. JnsC then Datfiji 
arrived oo the scene at the gallop, and ‘‘from tiw 
of the dust olond the naked fxUia» (long swordtd and 
spcara of the weU'ffiOnnted Deocani troopn flailed 
like lightoing. As soon as they ap^tfowohed (he 
Etabela trenobes and the artery was tamed on tiavn 
with effect^ they swerved aside towards the ndid. 
Two thousand mnskato [at a tune] ww« disoharged ah 
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ihem wh«a oaly tweotj ptCH from the ambush, so that 
la the force under Datt&ji oorpses were piled up in 
hanpt. It c&me to such s pftts that a Buhela seized 
tbe bridle of Jaokoji with one baud and slashed at him 
with hie sword with the other, iafliodng a wound ou 
hie arm. The assaiiauC wa« cut down and Jankoji 
brooght back to safety.’' The Barba Sajjid allies 
fought with their customaiy valour iu the van of tbe 
hlanthss and were mostif cut ofil Five huudred 
Deeoaoi troopers and mau)* good horaes were killed, 
while the loss oo Najib's side was 50 killed, and oue 
hscMind wotmded. Bis maaceuTre haviog failed, 
Datt^i retresbted in order to his camp. '‘From that 
daf the Mantbas ceased to make assaults.*'* But 
akfmiehiiig went on as before, with no result 

^ 6. Oovifid Bxmd^s raid near 2^hjii/adad faiU. 

Tbe WK thus dragged oa iudeoiaive]^ during the 
bit|^ «E the niaa, throughodt the three months of Julj, 
Aogoat and Septetber. Xben wh«i the river level 
begna to fall and the o^iperwost oourse of tbe Ganges 
became foidabU, Dettajl (abost SO October) detached 
tai tbouand bone tcodst Govind Ballil to cross the 

* N«^od^Un. S8I-S4I, The foraw aseens iMa 

ton that dar easaalc vm iteppid. bet the lattw myt that two 
9 ttSM ptaM haaba eMk The hMc gtva U Ssptttiber 
nlha 4Se itf the beets, Ml Is 8eptnbw (eridae^ a 
mlstifce i« 15 0<|ib—tT> es the aevi rsMbed MUii on 
1» fnusia MS to m 
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iiv«r ft litUd below Hard war (33 miles oorth' of 
^nkartal) and make a raid upon Najil^biul, where Najib 
bad built a oit/ and fort and lodged hie family as well 
aetboae of his followers sod their property. Its only 
defender was his soo Zabifa Khad with a handfol of 
troops^ as all the military resources of Najib bad been 
oonoeotrated at Sbnkartal. The Maratha hordes, 
deaoeftding from the Dorth>weat, swept away the feeble 
drfeoce of SakaJgarh, a half-way fort, aud buret into the 
eaviroDS of Najibabad, plundering and burning. There 
was no field army of the Rubelas to oppose them. But 
the Afghan claaemea of Bobilkhand proper, 
forward under SaduUah Khaa (Ali Mobamoad Rohela's 
■BOceeaOr), Dnndi and I^fis SabmaC, and held Najilnbad 
ia fall etre^th. So, the light raiders shrank ^ota 
approaohiog the oit^, turned back from JalSlaUd, 
8 miles west of NajibSI:^, and swerved south-westwards 
to the bridgehead opposite Shakaital, raesf^Qg the 
defenceless coontry on the way. They oaptured about 
a hundred horses and ereen destroyed two boats of the 
bridge,—no Tery eerions damage. 

Ten days passed in this way, and thongli Sids 
BahmaS mediated iex terms, Najib was not iodwoed tv 
abandon Shnkarial the defence of his home< Boiug 
tUs raid the food sopply^ of Shukartd was fb; a tune 
cwl off ud wheat eoid there at four seers a Bupee and 
Ibe b eaieg sd mostly lived oo peas boiled wboU 
(pAttgiliit); tke Afghan gatriaon beoame alfirmed £er the 
U 
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mietf Cbdr fiuDiliw behind in the threatened 
villaKw, Mod be^a to give ynj to bewiJderafiot tod 
duapw. Cat tbeir tetoraa chieftain bekl on irith & fpim 
teoAcity of wiU aod reeenred titem, Mjiogi ^^BetDember 
Ood. Ahmed Sbeh it oomiag. Froa tbe finrt dej of 
taw siege, 1 have »st mr heart oa death. Whetavec it 
deetaoed «ill happen. Seek no other conrve thao dght.’* 
'Hie etalitary effect of Ghmad BeUaCe raid was therefore 
nothing* 

at tbe Maratha ivdan, ivith no ananr id 
wen ijioK Kattared and cnftaaae Ss tantaad 
oaotrity, eariy one awnliig (a d So mabar ) Chaf wen 
foprued ^ tbaeaognacd c£ the Ondh aziaj, 10^00 
atrota^ sodcr Uarao-gir and Aoo^glr Oocalo. Eaaoara 
abont the ti'^woach of the main bodj of the Oadh army, 
(90,000 tarong) noder Sho^ bineelf, coignihed the terror 
ftat by the rvdsre> They offend no reatttapce ; soae 
M2 eader tbe wmft ew oc d, b«S toocfi took the direet 
road to the rfne*, and miataag (he ford, aboet ^if of tiMr 
Muber was drowned, whfle taia rea^ abandeniog $SX 
tb^ provIsioaB baggage aad ipoila fiad neRhwvda and 
foend aafaty enJy cq reach tag DattSji’e camp, baling 
"ondargooe hardahip end i&uaiaazft to taudr 

Beaa," aa their leader Oortod BaiSl wrotei Ftoe 
tooeaaod Oodh bene mdtt DtaSM^ rode into 
heleiginrad Shikvtai onr tbe bridge of boata and 
afwwards took peat at a fntttedoaBf of tbatr own n 
little to toe eonth ef tont fdaiM. 
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A f<w ii*73 After dilaf Sbnji hliuelf urf7e<3 os 
Ofppoeite beak in full streof^ The terror of the 
retorned nidore infected the Mmtlu if^ troy. A 
rumosr aroeo thit liejib, thui reloforoed sod sow 
•eenre about hid esetern flaok, vn* preparisg to maJc* % 
sortie. At the mere report oi thisy before a ^Dgle ttumy 
had beeo sifted, all the fellovers fti lh% caope of tiie 
three MaraA> generals crowded together and fled Is 
qaeo P trolUble eonfnsloD for c^t milei to the zeer. 
It was oolj ed^eo DattSji oreitook them after hie 
momipg recoQiiaia&aace that tbe paok was arrested and 
the army iodooed to halt 

§ 7. Daitiyi w eompelUd to nue iift/c of ShuJ;criaL 
alaraiog sen sow oaoe fron the west t 
Abdali’s troop* in OT^wbelsiog force bad agiia antend 
the Paojab, aad the Maratha goTcraor of Tabor, Sfihd^ 
Sindbia, bowiag beforo the storm, wan hurriedly eec^iog 
to Pattajl'e aide after abaodooiog tbe Paojah to the 
iaTadan. Who could say that the Af^aoa vosld stop 
at the Satlaj aod sot ooaae to Delhi, as they had dose 
is 1767 t 

The tv^ItvA gorersoc of the Paojab antred Is the 
stage oaetp os 8tb Novesber. Dettiji wa* otMy 
basrUdsed. HU wocU ts the Panjab had bees ondMe 
at oae stooke, aad bU flea aootbe’ dege of Sbckaetal 
had pewredbeens^aaymsU except ■ heavy Icee oi 
aea ead esaaey to him. Aad sew, M Ahdalt rwipted 
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ThXhi \h bU re«r, with tbe ainubdu«d tad reinvigorattd 
Mijlb ia bit fnat, bit owq trnif wanid bt croabdd 
bttwttfl tbt eacoiy bMta. Aod y«t bt ooold not 
iboir bU face tt Pau if ht rvtratod from Shokurttl 
viCbovt ta^ iDdtmait7. Jtjipi't pon- 

tioo b«fM^ Migor 0000 agiio. 

tberofore, held t couadl of wtr oo 9 tb 
Kovembor, at irbiob it was dectdod tbtt tbe otmp ud 
btggtgo ebonid be etttioftod at t stfo dittocoe, tixtoea 
itilot ia tbe rear, wbiU ^e fesertl vitb bit tzoope io 

e^sptMttt ^ofdd ooBtiaoe tebold tbo sege )ia«e 

tad prtMi t b(dd fraat to the toaia j . Sbo^ ^eeed 
bit ^odottoctM a petotaaktr, thnatetdi^ to eater 
isto tbe mr M tbe aide of Ntjib if uty attempt wie made 
to CRtb tbe Bobela ebJeftaia aitogetber. An UdemoUj 
of 29 lakbt wan damaoded from Ntjib, bat no ■gpitmiot 
me raacbed, and tbc var ms reenmed. 

Mtaji tamed to toodriag aUiet. A Jit foroe of 
bJKM BM tact hf Scra| Mai (under Bnprim Eo&wj) 
ydaed Ua oti 64 Hoember. Ah^n^A t2» 

NanQjef Forcidiabed, too> aiytred aboat the ttne 
time, tmk fwatl rfafart, mm wet to beti^n tbe 
ol MaSbtr torn Ba^otaiB Jfiovo}n 'Vore dtepatobed to 
NU to wy 4> mitf to gfo to lha riagt oaap aod )oU 
ia 4* tttaok oa Hajb, tbitr tOMPn «a^f. Datti^ 
mate to Zsid, *la vbot aWtp of a tgUg m ce are yva 
tank?... I tm beet ia flghfetog at jo« reqa«4 

amdToaarepUaoi^tefioetmj to Hfi 
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VifOf was MtboriMd to offer Uie iruir two lekbe for 
Ue tnvelliDg e^rpeosefi if be would itert for the Meratba 
oaap. On 16th November, I mid took formal l»ve of 
the Emperor aod went to Muridaegap on fho eaalom 
side of the Hiodan, eit rouU to Shokirtol. Here ho 
rec^ved deSuite no we of the A^iao mTuden having 
taken poeeeenoa of the oitire Panjab up to Sarhind 
and of the Marathaa haviog everTwhere fled awaf bof«« 
(hem wiUioat strikifig a blow. 

§ d, Ifnad murtUrs Alanyir 12. and 
In ti ifiOT-fui-drtKiaA. 

Imad saw the danger of leaving the Emperor in 
MU, to be oiptured by Abdali and used ai his toed 
against the wadr, as had been done In 1787. He got tbe 
hannlesa crowned puppet murdered oo 29tJi Norembuf 
and his long powerleaa old rieal Inti*i»-«d-daulah 
strangled the next day. 

Zafaruliah (tiie brother of T;%aidallah) at Ike 

coBxnaju] of Mahdi Quli Khan (the ohief adviser od 
laid) tempted the Emperor Alax^ir U to viskbh* 
Eohtila of Firua flh«h, by freely telling him tha* a 
wy saintly darviah posaoMed of iDiracl^w<xkiag pwlw 
U come frtPtt Labor aad takso op his reatdaaoe ths«. 

WWa in the afternoon the par^ from (be palaoe nubed 

lbs ^ 0 ^ Am satarad a ohasnber udtr one td 

lbs of the Eohbla, tbs door of whiob was 

givdadbyapw^ olOeatraiAdiB troopsc<BaHbisk 
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QiSb, U* miii^s CAptaio. Oelj ooe auaueb was 
a^irttittiwi vitb him ud all bis other attendants (iocluding 
Priooe Mfn» BabQ were detained ouC^o. Balabash 
Rban stabbed tbe Emperor to death with his daj^er, 
eaiBe oatside, dlaaraied Mirn Bal^, aitd aemog him bj 
^ wrist took him back to Delhi. The Central AaUo 
troops plncdored the home and all other proper^ oi 
imperial oorte^ aod flno^ Eknperor^s corpse 
down 00 &e river book below the EohtUa, ciroolating 
a false s to r y that be had died Hike Homajon two 
cectories ago) by ao aocsdental fall from the wall of 
ttiat rmMd forL mender of Alamgtr 11 was an 

iosaae aad aboolota^ prefltlsoa crime, because, if 
had apared that leeksst of moek osaiper's boaij head, 
ft would not io aay way have added to the nomber of 
his enemies, aor weakened his own strength, which was 
already rodoced to nothing. 

Alamgir II was beried at nddnii^t in Hoa^yvn^s 
tocob. UizB Baba was k«pt radar guard by Balabash 
in tha DeUd palace, witboot food ot drink ell that 
ni^tt. Tb« naxi asoning tha ng^ctdes crowned Muhi' 
ui-nuUat, the ooa of XnhMis-nuat aod grandson cl 
K aa Btkhah (the yonagest son of Aotangrib), onder 
tha tide of 6hih Jabno IL latisia the ex-wsrir aad 
USiai LotfoUah Beg, when rageged in readisg ^ 
/^dehs penyer in dsetr prisom in the ertillary office within 
fo«^ were stnu^^M by thaee foreign msroeoaries of 
laid, awd tbe^ oorpMs wwre Orown into the JemetaK 
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witb stoaei tied to their teet, from the Seltagtth 
gftte. The murderere ftlselj ge^e it out that lodrSm 
bed eocretlf fled awey. [7X£5. Sl4»>216a. DC.] 
A reign of unrelieved weakoow aad miaery for eoyeiuga 
aod Bubjecta at ike thua fittiugiy c^oiod io a bloody 
Bunaetf amidei the ruu of the inpeiui faoily a&d the 
oid BobiUiy aal inemiaM oed ehaot in tke ooiui( 7 . 
fiy«a for tba areh-tnftor lud, Delhi oeaead to be 
a refege after thu. 

§ 9. D'tilAjPf! pAsituin At Skuhtrfal becomet mt^naiU. 

Meantime Dattiji Siodhia had beea dreaailog the 
rain dream that when the Coiperor aod the tnslr irould 
arrive to hie camp tad etrongtheo hie legal pocidoa wito 
their preedge, he would detach a large force uadar diet 
ooaataot lailare Govtod Ballal to Famkhabad, with 
ordcra to abeorb the feeble ieviee of the l »w » iavidid 
Ahmad Bat^asb, throw a bridge ow the Gaogee at 
Fazrukhabad, and aack aad buro the Schela ooouUy 
eaat of that river. Thia was the vary a t nde gy that had 
fidied at tbe eztd of October. Boi nuDoura about Sha^ 
havtog deeddad to make a oocotor-attack by e r otf to g tha 
bridge below Shakartai aad jototog Kajft, fcapi DadQi 
to alarm aod aojpeaae aad detaioed Goviad Be lSl to bto 
oaap for eone daya. WhQa the two lidee were 
for toe aaouBt of toe wtfdBdeaudty, eveata mowed 
apaoc Tbe mnrder of the aa pe r o r the 

advaMa of toe jaotfy iQoioaed AbdaH spoa DaU for 
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the taHof* Bad t«bd«. la th« put tw» 
BMetitt tb« Af^tUiO bold opOD tbo Pujtb b»d booa fnilf 
•Mt^iabod^ tbe Sikba broofbt o&dor ooefrol^^at leMt 
tiM MiQ roav^,—lAd tbo ooaqatfor wm £rM to 
enm tb« ia pereoo. On 28rd Nov»b«r, five 

kasdrad troo p a c ’ ^ stripped of all tbdr clotbiog abovB 
A* Viift ud all tbw ba|{;af9,‘~1bo sole nmjiaat af 
fti rix ihoottad aoUim posted ia MaJtao,— 

stngp;l«d ioto Dakiji'e canp, proriog btjood aay doobt 
ikMt *a getat diatater bas befaUao oa.'* 

§ t0< dAdfltf defmit Sindhia mar j[%amtkK>ar 
iutd crc aa e * mia the Doab. 

Than was ootbiBg lift for Daitiji oow bot to raise 
kb fedb aieg* (Dtk l^oosmber.) He effected tbe 
vltbdrMal of Ms osBp ia ssfstf, becsoes Nsjib, tritb 
Us aaslisr sraijr wWj sbetsioed fron teaptiag 
bj ooadag o«t of kk trooebstf sod utesttr^ tke 
Muthi btfssla As^eo b^an bs ooold boniofoned 
hf tke isTaribk leg^eos ol Abdsli F^oa Sboksrtslr 
hf w%f of Mniftawn^, tbs Birks Qatyfida^ ooaairy, 
Batiaji asfcbsd ooiAirsrds sod ecossed ibe damms 

* Lcser orOsM'^. N Kov. [Baj. 1 M] 
e We M yj$0h m MMMfW ip to 18 If aot kter. 
SPi>. & llte. 

Dnuaji ate kstev fjia^wtol.-Sst. f. U7. UO, 
apf>. & U». in (to Cokud. «*«. us <•» Semrat.) pa 
BeMe mar 1kiiihwr.->dWV E lit (• xsL IW), 117. 

Hsr-W'dto.fte^-ato IbMMAsk^Ot 
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At iKan^hat DMT f^ipAt SO Dec.) Here be got 
the correct inulligenoe tb&t Abdiii's rungaard and«r 
J^iSn KbAD, ShSb Paseod KlbAfi, Afid Abdue Staed 
If hen htd eotored the Benor Aod Chhat district (16 miles 
Qorth of Anl^li cU/) oo the I6th, sod tb»t tbsir froat 
sharoisbers had oecapisd AmbSJi ud “mre sdruoing^ 
dikUj fon^ftg right kft eftd la frMiC, brntiog the jna|^ 
sad ikDQttiig fv 30 w $0 mils* oa eeoh head," 

fVoffi AabtUi the Mscmtbs poeUioa $t KanjptrX 
ns oalj 48 miles sooth soath^cast, tod ^ ink 
eocountsr vith the so say could uot be delayed beyond 
four days. DatUji iaoiediAtely divided his army iato 
tiso bodies ; be kept with himself one coi^ of 26;000 
ekoteo ud dep^tdable troops, uoder noted and welK 
Bouoted ^osn, all bghlly equipped* withont tent or 
heavy baggage. The tecoDd oorps was placed uadsr 
Jaokoji as a snpport twenty miiea to the rear wi^ the 
utUlsry and Imad and hia contingent, while the campe 
oftbewwlrtod Che Maratha geosxala were statiooed 
still further behind for safety. Goviod Ballal, who had 
been given l^vs for C(awa at the end of Kovembei: and 
then detained in the upper Do&b with the main aragy, 
aec^panied Jankoji, crossed at Knnjpun m DsoM- 
bar, and was charged with tbt daty of ooadaokiBg tbe 
oassp baggage and fawiUse baok to the Sosth ki the case 
^ a dlsssCer in the field. 

* airangMent was ooippletied on SSod Daosmbcy 

and Datt^ imaediately advanced from Euojpow t* 



218 


^ALL or TBS VOQBAL {CKPlltB {CB. SIX 


wmk tiM eomy oat. •whik Jukoji with the 
ti>ok til* road to KwsiL* The Affhu Tanguard was 
SO^DOO >troag» bat tb«tr moremaata war* eoiaplataly 
bidden bj a wlda-*praad acraaa of ikiTiiritbqra. After 
•OHM |>i«iiiaiaarr braehH b«tweeo the riTii sooiiU, tb* 
flnrt bottle was foaght on 24tb Deoember. The eoaae of 
eDcmatv waa not far fros the hiatoric plain of 
Tbmori nut ot Thineehwar) where tiz oentanes 

—rHar Ikt Snln ebivaliy of Btihi had fint oonfronted 
teiffToder fwB A%honifttn. Hm laoet advaaoed troope 
of ^ were 8^000 horaa onder BboiW with a 

tbowMAd Tofabb a«^iaxlae fjxm tii* wittr'a ooatlngeBt 
lad bf ^ 8idd Khow Qipohi^ The^ obarged and 
HepC book tbe baadted ttoet akirviehm of Abdali’e 
Muy- Ihe pracdacd A^Kaa horsemea fell back 
fifpbtiag, wbOe the Mam^aef to (be ^ide of ignoruoa^ 
pannod Ibra ahooting is taaKoltnooe dieordar. At (be 
iftt nawa of the coaftlotT AbdnJi bad psabed ^ 4,000 
baciiiuaa fees bia rangnitti nndar Shah Paaaad EImb, 
aad tbe eight «£ that famaa ftMnl^e baaser, the 
Uapj^baHa Caattal A^a] tpoopa of the waxir, who 
bad oftea b^eld battiaa tbe Danwala, flipped 
mr.** 3hab Paaaad opened a bot ftie witii bl» diot- 
laeka U froet, vbik a Mcaad aqeadroa dMattiied br 
’ pltt MB "M eeaa ttae le ftwe vba ikT'ei^, 

vaiiib tbtir taEtke aad e ti i witb aad that datttt vbete (e 6 ^ 
faaMdttMtf e» ttUow Fatatta tMtiia Ec weaH taSe Ua oea 
aMgtaaaewiBff le (bettttaatienaof Abihffapbiacf war." Sftk 
A 
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AbdiU took tba Muftthns in £uk. Bkoit^ wan ont- 
Qnmb^rad , oaCgeoeralled and oatdasied ia weapoaa» 
aod fiad away utterly broken, after giving up four 
knodred of ki» men to alMgbter. Tbeir haada were 
severed aud carried away to AbdiH, aa tke uet fruita of 
hie victory. DaCtiji himeeU then rode up to die battle 
field, and tew the beadleei tranks of hia eoldien ctrewiagf 
tbe ground Bat by this tacno the abort winter day bed 
oeae to a cloee, the battle which had lasted a Ut^ ewer 
two hours could oot be renewed, and each side fell ba<^ 
on its own camp with twenty miles between. It was the 
first clear defeat of the Maratbas in an open eogagemeoh 
2Iezt moniog (26tb December) when the dast^reea 
lifhad over the oonnfry, it was found that during the 
precadisf night Abtfli with all hit troopa had foeded 
the JanoaS near BmH (18 m. a.w. nd Sshenopor) amd 
entered the Doih. By aoei&g alo^ the feet a! &e 
Himalayas and sbikiAg the tlwet ai K Ht iy after ill ootlow 
from the billi, he had aeoured the ceaieat c(«esug> 
possible. Na)ib, with whom he bad beae U ocaftant 
c<«re^Ddecice and who had preesed this more opow 
him by letters, Imd already started from Shukarki aed 
now joined hie pnttoUff near Sahampm. The Afgbia 
tivader and his XodcKAfghan ally marched down the eic6 
hawk of the JamoAe toward* DeUd. Ne^ acted ea tbe 
gedde t he had hia eww reveoue ooUeotor at erery town 
ia the t^per DoSb, and the hmder’s feed lupfdy wa« 
aimed. 
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§ 11. Datkyi faiU bark iotrartU Delhi; hie 
<ieftnce plan. 

Tbtu £>Att£ji found th&t white bu front wm blocked 
bx the A^ftD ooQ(jQoat of the PujSb end Serbiod, bl« 
flaok ww uncovered bj the eaemy’f occop&taoc of 
tb» entire Boib. The iovederi might euily oroes ow 
to ^e wee t ern benk at Delhi, or further south near 
ICKthoii. and cut into the Maratits roar. Dattaji quichlj 
fail back npoQ Delhi, io order to avoid the very tnp io 
i^iieh the Bhan wee oao^t ten mootha later. Leaving 
EosjpoHi oa 27th Deoetaber, ha reached Sooepat on the 
2trtb and halted there lor five days to obeerve the eoemy. 
The wuir re^teccd hie maoeioB lo Delhi on 28 Decern* 
ber aad set aboat eetreoohhug the eaatcm face of the 
capital along the bank of the Jan ana. Ahmad Shah 
Abdali, who had now been joined alao by mde Bahiaat 
f?ben, Dondi JChao, Mulla Sardar, SadcdJah Khao aod 
other RnbaU chieftaiaa of BohiJkhud proper, encaoped 
at Lnai, aix mjkw acrth-Met of Delhi, on tbe other side of 
the iamni^ So, Datta feU baok from Sonepat to Bami, 
some ten mdea north of Delhi, on 4th January 1760. 

The Maralba duel now ^epered for the wont, 
fie waa cleariy outaombefed; Hs enemy'e strength 
Wan daily growing by Indian adbeafaw, while his own 
fblioiren bad bees tborooghly demonUaed by tbe 
aeeete haodlii^ they had neeived at Tariixi aad 
their coutaat retreatB wHboat one vietory over Kaj& 
or the Ihariais. BeinforcenteBta neder Maibar, vbieh 



1700] BATTLB-FtELD OP BARARl-OHAT 22l 

litd been ui^^tjy o&Jled for, vonld t^c tt Iea«£ ft 
fortnight to joio biiri. Ott 0th JftnUftr%’ Dattaji pud ft 
Tiftit to Dolbi and started bis cftmp, benw 
ftccumulftted spoils of ft yesr^s campaigrin^, aod the 
fft[&in«?s of himself and his officer!,—isclading his 
pregnftot wife Bha^rathi —for Bewiri under 
proper esoort Thnt freed ^ca anTiety s6oQt his 
Don^mbataate aad o&mp unpedimenta, Dittaji set his 
Uo6 to the fight ie the same formatioa as before,— 
himself with the light dmeion of picked ttoops taHag 
the front Hoe, while .laokoji staved some m»lfe 
behind with Cbe rest of tbc troops and the bm^y 
necessary b^^age. 

Hm fog of war bid tbe entire eastern bank of the 
Jamgfii, where tiie Maratbaa had not a single fritihl or 
news-reporter. Ihere was no koowng iHiat eiep 
AbdaU woold take next, or where be woitid caiMS the 
river. The h!an&a general posted snail partieB to 
watch the fords of the Tamcna; eeroo hondred qmb 
under Sabaji holding the Bariri-^ut, netnit to 
BaCtSji's own position, with other baoda at two ct ttne 
plaooB furt h er down the river and nearer DelhL * fa the 
deptii of winter (he rtvsr level was et its loweet wad 
the Jacoiuii opposlie Betari had beeo p a rted lato two 
ebuuiela by a broed iWsed; the asao vdoaae of iti 
wets flowed by the eaetsn bed, while a sbeliow sbwea 
rennii^ along ibe western or Deilhl bask had dried and 
left a aaraby hUi behind th island was covered 
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ot ihe j/tut4 sbrab and tall rfcd*^uahM, 
"m fdaoM that OD6 horsomaa ooold cot mq another*' io it 

i 

ft 12. Datt/e of Thriiri'iikui; TkUtaji 9{tun.* 

Km Sabaji wu nirprieed at bit poet on Dti) Jacoary 
ffajib crosaed tbc river onperceived tad 
tfiluad at tht veetern nde of the inland about three 
hoem after daybreak, bia own Rubelas leadiug the van 
aad the Durrani aupperta briogiog up the rear. Tbe 
W*»d wai impoeeible for cavalry action ; tbe Rohela 
c hta £ j oaine mounted on elepbaoie, with tbeir li^t 
aftilkty (iwive^i^iia) tied to tbe lidee of tbeee bcaete 
for eouvcDiecoe of croMng. To the Maratiii patrol 
at tbe Baiari-g^iC, the aky above ihijhw busbee on 
the weeter a of the ialaad snddeoly became alive 

with the flottering pennooa of tbe Ind^A^ban infantry, 
every officer of which, bowiver homble, earned a baacw 
of hie own. Sabaji iDnediataij engved the enemy, bnt 
was driven back by tbe p e t e an t e of aambm ud tbe 
domiaaace of mnaketry ftre over aword aad spear, 
aecnee tiM nLa to the Batiki skle, with heavy alaugbtar. 
Be hsid waged thia toeing oombat for an boor, wben 
ndoforoesenta came ep from tbe nu, three miles away, 
Mder DaOiji hlaiseH, to reetore tbe battle. The 
MW'Ooeaere dmrged at (ha gall^ and forced tbe 
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Tictariom BohelM baok over the n^u. A aoiAU bud 
o£ Umtbas adv«nc«d b«forc the rest ud prasaedthe 
ooflofcep^ttack to the very edge of the ialend. At their 
heed rode a very dark afaott aod thickaet mao, barely 
for^ years of age, who wae foremoet io daiiiog hia 
apear at the eoeoy. Hiia aeaaooed mrrior ooold do 
uore reatraia hiixkMlf atnidat the din of battle then as 
old vU'horae that heara the trampet note to ohaig^ 
Ho ym too good a target to be ouaeed by the S chok 
abarpehootera lying ooooealed avong the JMaa bndMO 
with loaded zncsbeta. Aa hta hoxoe «aa plou^og ita 
way up the loose sand on the further bank of the 
tula, the Afghan JixaiU rang out at poiot-blaok range 
aod Dtftiji fell down with a bollot through hie eye.* 
With him fed many of hie brave coopaoione At thii 
peychologioal moment, Hajlb charged withfredi ttoope 
into the min^d maae of Afghan infantry and Mantha 
horsemen in the bed of the nak. Onoe again the tide 
o( battle turoed against the Deccuis ; they Aod away 
giving up their ohlef tain's body to crows and jackals ; 
SPMji’s entire oootingeat wu deeCroyed, thou^ he 
himself escaped. As Dattaji lay on the gronnd, hCan 
Q^b ^lah ont bis head off ud took it to AbdalL 

Boosed by the fatal news, Jaoko]l honied up with 
the ree«we and tried to renew the fi^t. But th^ was 

• Aeecadma to Xar>Da-<bD, 3QS. Bn i- has^ 

a«A* U. HUgaoe st the tame tinM nedrsd a 

beflrt le Ue tl^. SPD. 3. 114. 
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&0 h«art among bis troops* Tho Msratba army, 
^fiOO strong, stood in the baofa^und, looking at tbs 
tirto oi tbeir vanguard^ mthoQt Tentoring to advaaco 
to tbolr snppore. Jankoji bimsolf pusbed on, but 

8 tor 7 of speac against musket was repeated. After 
an hour and a half of renowod conflict, be 
MoeiTed a bullet through the flesbf part of bU upper 
am and vas dragged out of tbo fleld by his 
followers. The Maratba arm^ now totally broke and 
fled towards Delhi; ^the enemy gave ohase and there 
was a heavy slaughter.” ImSd left Delhi for Bharatpor 
on heariag of the min of bis ally. 

§ 18 . Flig?U of Jankqji Sindhia ic Kot FutU 
Maikar Soliar joins him. 

From the fatal field of Barih-gbat the Maratba 
army fled headlong towards the south-west, with the freeb 
Darrani horsemen on their heela The purBoit was kept 
op for aboot 24 miles. But Dat&ji's wise fora^ht now 
bote abundant fruit: be had kept bis fighting force 
lightly equipped and ready for rapid movement, and 
Jaokoji soon succeeded in rallyrog them and bringii^ 
them in some sort of order to Banmla, five miles north of 
Kot Putli (which latter is 25 m. south of Nimol) iu the 
Jaipur kingdom, on 14th January, after <»^tohygg up on 
the way bis ba^age train, women and other non-* 
combatants who had bean sent off from Delhi four d^ 
before the battle. A day after his arrival here, he was 
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joioed hy Maihar Bao Ilc^lbor, wbo bad etaited from 
in Bajputana on the 3rd. Some time waa 
iieceesarllj taken up by the fnaei’al rites and condolence 
for the dead Slodhin obief aud the discuaeion of the future 
plan of operations. It was decided to isnd otf the baggage 
tents and DOu*combatants to the Deccan b charge of 
Ooviod Bailal. This party started from Kot PatU on 
23rd January, and after paseiug through the friendly 
territory of Xerauli crossed the Chambal river near 
Sabalgarb {4R miles due west of Gmlior) on 3rd 
February. The following night a posthumous sou was 
born to Dfltlaji • 

Malbar and Jaokoji, thus freed from encambrnoces, 
andsrtook to follow the traditional hlaratha system of 
war, by discarding utilJery aod tents and moving in 
light kit { so as to be abfe to rove round the enemy's 
flanks or make lights log raids on his distant and 
codefeuded grain-depots and revenue coUectioQ oflioes, 
or even, if favoured by the enemy's slowness or 
ignorance, to ravage the domiuions of bis Biihela allies 
in the opper Doab and trans^anges. For such a task 
Malhar was eminently fitted by bis lifelong e:tperienee 
and settled belie! It was also necessary for the 
Maratbas to shape theix mevements by watching carcfally 
for indications of Abdali's plan of action, because before 
the arrival of heavy reinforcements from the Deccan 
^ir forces io North India were too small aod too 


lUj. i. US, lt$. }(S. SPD. 9. 214, axi 181. 
15 



226 


FALL OF THE UOOHAL EAIPIRR 


[cH. xrx 


demoralized to face the victorious Invaders in a pitched 
battle. Jankoji, bj reason of his youth and inexperience, 
remained safe in the rear, vbile MaJhar took the 
commas d of the operating force, and began his advaoce 
on 24th January. He avoided a direct march on Delhi, 
bat, passing through Kaoaud (where he levied a ransom 
of Ba. 10,000), he hovered south-vest of Delhi, in the 
broken Me^t district, vatching for opportunities. 

§ 14. Jhvutd ShcJi A^bdali proce^ again4t 
Surc^ Mai. 

Meanwhile, after the victory of 9th Jannary, Ahmad 
Shah baited for a few days to complete his arraDgecDeots 
for the temporary goveroment of the kingless and wazir* 
less capital of the empire, and to secure his communica¬ 
tions and regular provision supply. Theo, skirting the 
oity of Delhi, instead of entering he encamped at 
Shizirahad, south of the capital, on 14tb January, and 
sent off letters to Sunj Mai ^t and the Rajahs of 
Rajputana calliag upon them to pay him tribute and 
present themselves before him. ”If only his promise 
of safety could be relied upon, everyone of the Bajabs 
would gladly wait upon him,” writes Badrinatb (the son 
of Keshav Boo), so greatly were the blood-suckiog 
leeches of the South detected by the Hindu potentates 
«£ the ^ortL But in equal fear of the Afghan king’s 
^dth lqgq neas and his military power, and not knowing 
how aooB he would leave India and abandon them to the 
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viodiotiTe fnty of the Maratbagj these prioces decided to 
sit on the fence, prolong their negotiations with AbdSli 
for settling the ainoant of their tribnte, and thus gain 
time till they could see bow the decisive contest between 
him and the Marathas would end. It was, therefore, 
necessary for Ahmad Shah to visit the territories of tbs 
Hindu Rajahs if he hoped to get anything out of tbem. 
Najib Khan acted aa his mediam in bis dealings with the 
Indian princes. 

I^eaving Khizirabad on 27th January^ Abdali first 
marched * against Suraj MaJ, by way of Sh^gath 
(20 m. n. of Mathura, 4 Feb.J to Dig (6 Feb.), 
which fort he invested but not very earnestly. From 
this base a detachment of his troops made a rapid march 
and completely defeated a Maratha force iu tbair west 
by a oight>attack (c. 11 Feb.) Abdali next moved into 
Mewat, on the way to N&rool, where Malhar was 
repotted to be. But the Maratha vanished into the 
north and Abdali proceeded to Eewari (o. 18 Feb.) 
On the 22od he marched ei^t miles towards Delhi in 
igooraace of the elusive Maratha's position. But the 
Southern light horse again gave him the slip : Malhar 
was at Bahidnrgarh (40 m. north of Sewari aod 18 m. 
west of Delhi) on 22nd February, and two days later he 
appeared near Olka Devi (dose to the Qutb Mioar), 
and on the 26th*27tb crossed the Jamana into the 

* Abdali's caopaip against Jdulhar, Feh. 1760,—DC h«ry 
imp) SFD. zzi. 162, 186. ii 118 (^'zxvii. 201.) 
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!Doib. Abdali roarohedto Dhaolcot (20 oitlea s. v. of 
Dalbi) OQ 27th Februaif, reached Khizirabad on the 
29tb, aod seat Jahan Kbao across to the eastern 
banh of the Jamuoi ^e oext day. 

§ 15. Malhar Solkar roiit^ izMr Siknif^ra/Hid 
hf/ Jffhon Khan. 

The Maratha raiders under Malbar reached 
Sikandnbad on 28th February, sacked that la^e city 
totally, aod halted for newa of Abdali’s movements. 
Here they Icamt that tea lakhs of treasure sent from 
Kajih’a estates io traDS-OaDges had arrived opposite 
Apupsbahar on the way to Abdali’s camp, as the Fuhela 
cbiaFs contribution to the wai'expeuses of hia protector. 
Malbar immediately sent out soonts to search for 
a ford near Anupshabar and baited for three 
or four days. This delay ruined him, Ahmad Sbab 
sent a strong cavalry detachment under bis best 
geaeral Jabia Eban, who after a forced march surprised 
Malhar’e vanguard, andar GaogSdbar 'Ht^ (Cbandra- 
ohud), eight miles in front of Malhar’s camp, at the 
dawn of 4th blarch. The Maratha resiataoce was sboit; 
they fled away ^oo unsaddled horses, giving up all &eir 
property to plunder." Three high offleers.^Anand Pam 
Jadav, Shethyaji XharSd^ aod hia son (named Faqirji 
vs a Persian MS.),—besides many commou soldiers, fell * 


’ "• ^Cilhir aarpriaed near Sihandiabad,—U. ISO, 121, xxL 
289,18B. AA 178 (&Im nunoox of snrd?s].| Mm. 178. 
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io tbe figbt aad th« pursuit M&lhtr himself 0cd awaf 
at & breakneck pace^ aod came to Agra after crossing 
the JamucE, while Gangad bar reached Mathura behind 
him. 

The light foray plan of campaign even under Malhar 
Holkaij the ablest cavalry leader among the Marathas, 
had entirely failed again at Abdali. Retaming to 
Gbaratpur, Holkar called for Hafiz’s envoy and resumed 
the discussion of the peace terms proposed by that 
chief. As Purushottam Hingau4 wrote on 12th March, 
olfers to come and meet our sardar and set 
Abdali on the path of return^ and then join os with bis 
troops for humbling Najib. He promises never to 
help Kajib. Onr sar^r has agreed not to croes his 
path, oor to molest h!s territory. This has been sworn 
to by both sides.... When Malhar arrived about 30 miles 
from Bbaratpar, Sura] Mai came and met him, and waa 
given assurances of friendship aod protecdoo, sworn to 
OQ htl leaves aod Ganges water. Then tbe Jat Rajah 
was dismissed with robes of honour to Bharatpur, while 
Malhar marched to Sarod [11 m. e. w. of] Bayao%” 
[SPD. iL 121.j 

Jaban Khan foliowed up his victory by poshing oq 
to opposite Mathura, hia master moviog one day’s march 
behind him. On reaching Koil (Aligarh), Abdali was 


Kur>iid^iui, 3X^ (Faqii)! eapOmd ^ve.) iu. 66. ISiard, i. 

and SO (which sptths of Sh«th;^ Anand T?^m nd Giugadhar’e 
nephew as siaio.) MIskin, 200. 
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advUed hy Najib^-^bia supreme ooDfidsat and guide on 
iDdiBD questiooa,—to canton here for the approaching 
hot weather, which had been so fatal to the Afghan 
invaders in 1757, and the following moofioon. A large 
Maratha armj was reported to be coming np from the 
Deocao to reetore their lost predomlnaace iu the Kortb 
and account must be settled with it before Abdali oonld 
leave India, unless he wished to abandon Najib to 
l>e6cao! Teogeanoe. 




APPKNDIX 


1 '/Vm Peehwnt’ii No‘'ih‘]ndian poUcn w Vii$. 

Tbs Teebwfi’e l4iUr to l^S^noi\ A/tani (the manager ef the 
Sindbifis), correct date 23 Feb. 17&9 

Dattaji was to Laee realis^i a Urge sum from Marwsr. 
What has he done there Lead an expedition into 
Bengal and Bihar; realise faat enms of nsoney there for 
repaying ray debts. Bengal ia & proTince capable of yielding 
one iror or a kror and n bail it ought to be [your master’a] 
determined aim to collect a large eum, clear my debts and 
auMaio our troops. Occupy Biher, It la a country fit to be 
retained. Oattaji bimeelf and Jaitkoji with a strong force 
should go therSf oapcare Petna and remain encamped 
ibera. From that place make your plans about Bengal 
Bngbueatli Kao Dads will go to Hindustan when the nuay 
reason la over. Thereafter be will match loto Bengal and 
collect a Taat sum. If, as In the past, the envoy [of the 
Bengal rolerj comes to you for raeluog a coraproraiee about 
the Bengal tribute, do not agree to any eetdement My 
debts would not be cleared imlesa n huge amount le excracCad 
from Bengal It Is (therefore) neceessry to maroh with « 
vast army and secure a kror or a kfor and a half IfEom 
that provtoca.) If without an expsdidon ti tnbote of 50 or 
60 iaJetts is promised, iben accept It If nob [your 
campaign] after Dsds’s arrival For the present you ^ould 
go to Bibar and s^se Patna. 

There are two or three undertakings to be acbiered in 
ccnnectioo with 8buji'nd>danlaL Take Benares, Ajodbya 
and Allahabad from bun. Bjt had promised to Dida [cn 
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1757) to code Booties and Ajodhya, but the case of 
AUalubad is sUU under discussion. If a settlement on cbo 
last point can bo easily rsBcW, make iL 

Vital ShitdoT bad eettled the tribute (of Bibar | (U 
lakhs only, because el that time we were not froe [to lead 
an expedition there.] But now we hare a ^od opportunity 
of coUectuis money. If (tiie ruler of Bsngral and Bihar] 
agrese to pay down oO UkJie within one year at Delhi, 
then acoept the settlemenl. Ife will not pay at the mar& 
demanding; but if the generals mentioned above go in force 
up to Pacua» then be will 9oft«i and pay a large contnbutlon. 

1 have to repay a debt of one kror of Rupees. Half 
of my Qoopa have been sent to their boiuea as without 
employment 1 have retained 30,000 men for necessary 
asrviees and must pay them. My creditors bate received 
only 30 kJths, You must estiDguish 50 lakhi of my debt. 
1 an rslyiDg upon DattsH’s assurance to me on this poin^ 
at the dne of hie taking leave to depart 

The Peshwi’s IsU^r tc Datid^ end Jdnkt^ Stndhia, dated 
31 Han^ 1750: 

The wasir [Imid-ul-mulkj's heart is not sincere. Mansur 
All Ehaa'a son will pay 50 lakhe if he is given the wazir' 
sh^. If I order yon to make this change, effect t( on your 
refam from l,,abor. formerly, whoi Dadi was near 
Delhi, Mansur All Khan’s eon had voluntanly offered 
oede Benares to us. If he is now made ws»tr [by us], be 
Dost oede both Beuares and Allahabad and pay Jk> Joiha. 
If be refuses to make the above terrimdal tuTrenders and 
asks for S or 3 years to compleSs the p^menl (of 50 lakhs], 
do not give him the wa 2 ir>eh^. But give it If he pays 50 
lakha ttd at Least Allahabad. 

Yoe have vtifteQ tikat if b made teperial Pay- 
maatv-OeBaral ha would pay 30 kkhu But be Is wr 
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ueecberous. H« AllensKd Da^ls in th^ ptia*. If he ie 
eetablielic<l ia Delhi, kaov that ea ouipo^^t of Abdali hni* 
been pl&nted ia lhac citj. AtWancii^ him b like feediag 
a cobra with milk. Crueh him. 

If you can go towards Bengal with the Emperor and the 
wA7.ir after the raioy ect;aon, a great improssicn would be 
created*; many Rohela eainindars would join oureula From 
here Dsda will go towards Allahabad ua Buadeikhaad. You 
march through the Doib, and due our superior etranglb will 
enable you to eelse Allahabad by sarprisa Thereafter, if 
RbujB'ud-dftulah, on being ibos threatened from two aides, 
cedes Benares and Allahabad and pay.e a heary itoior, do 
you persuade the Emperor and the wasir to gl're hitn the 
Bakbebi-ship. Thb is oui second alternative plan. 

The third course is (ha^ if the wazir refuses to leave 
X^eibi [for Bibar}, tbea yon should go and join Shujlt take 
from him Benares and Allahabad only but do not demand 
a money oontnbutioc, promise him half of Bengal and Bibar, 
make him sccompsoy you, wrest Bengal and exact a large 
tribute fron3 tbas province. 

Out of these three plans, adopt whichever is found to be 
8oandei<t. 

Your going to the Psojab, where there ie heavy work to 
he done, has thrown this [Bengal} enterprise into delay. Take 
is in band after the rains. 

[Aitihasii Pairm Yodi IVoffaire, 166 and 187. Cf. 6PD. 
ii 104, Dauaji’a reply Co the second letter above.] 

II. If be dfolAw* Holkar re^ponsibU for Ihe 
disaster to SindMd on 9 Ja>i~ I?$0 ^ 

No. That Malhar did not join DaCtiii before this 
fatal battle was due solely to Dattaji's pride and 
miscalculation of enemy forose. When Datta first 
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hc€pl ol AhiUlV^ hira*io:k of th(« I^njab, ho wa« HisKiiliHrui 

an*! KAlh&r n*^r Kawfi hWhopur. Thi- im'**! 'ilHt.iiH*- 
hcAvom ih^m xnil Ihe faoi of Mnlh^r Ik^inu th«n invol?i-i 
ia the Aiefro of DAnrin anil dvrofore uniil>|« (odii^Mnslv 
hun«ejf from hi" Rajput enemie* anti to marrh to DaUj'' 
AWtMa&f^ at a da^V notica, should bo carofullj homo in roiaci. 

I>Aru firfl Mk«if Malhar to come to him. (>77/. iL 116] 
and (he lanor aoni hia aief^^una hark to Ktunport 
and got md7 to mareb awa;. ''On tbo day be joinnl hi» 
▼an* b« rweirerl a letter from iHUa to uy that there «a" 
ao report of AbdaU's ooming; aooo, and that be wtn a(iU 
hokimg the trencbea a^raiast Kajib. Ho. Malbu. *7eeiin£ 
raaaaured about that quarter." reeaUed bia roAO and laid 
aiefe to Borwin, Bat oe 27th Dec. b«^ all of a Mddeo. 
eececred D^tttajl'e franlie oatl lo eoste to bin ahl in tbr 
eaiapaiga aetinet Abdali and begrtn hie march lovapfe Itelhi 
fiea day* bUer. {SPIK tL 117d He could not po8*ih|y have 
been to tioM to jmb in the Hattie of BiuarHfrhaL And, fioa 
iba face of tbo Martihar beiag bopeleasly otuelaKHed m weapoft* 
aftd ontpoeraUe^l by Abdali. I am oonvuiced that If 
jCalhar bad twBad Dattaji he wouM have merely led larger 
haeatPinbi to the abuigrbter. IVbat Malbar bare done by 
Ida iwtlk netMK (ohaetNu; iraa >4en at Hikandntbad 
«• Hh b^eh 27«a 


CHA1»TRR XX 


SA»>AHHt\' Ea*' BHAir’n Dsrjit 17K0. 

a 1. Pe^ica fifWtfi Sadoiffir Hhnu lo lead hfs 
army to HiTidit^tau. 

Thcr^ va4 bonndleas exaltation iq the Peshvi^s 
camp At AhmadnagAr io the night of 13th Kebnury 
1760. HU recent campeigo ag&met the raler of 
HaidfiribAd bad met with the completeet aacceea. The 
l^aiiD had been hemmed round during hie advanoe 
froo UdglTf defeated wth beavy lots, and broaght to 
an abeolote etaadedll at Auea on Srd Febroaiy^ wbev 
still foriT milea aboit of bis refoge at Dbaror. He 
coold save hineelf from annihilatioa only bj ^^reeiog 
to cede to the hfaratba^ emtories worth lakhs of 
Biipees a year, with au additiooal !6 lakha aa rhauth 
for his domioiona, and transfer to the victors the two 
•tt o ng e s t forts io Mughal Deccan (DauU^bad and 2khr) 
aod two ecttes (Barhinpor and Bi^pnr) each of w hfa li 
ma the capital of aa imperial pnmoo^ h wefl m 
Halber, the chief foit of Baglai Ahwadaagar, the 
capital of a third Deocao aubah and the Iwfest depot 
of arsa and mooitioiis in theSoirtiv had beea gaioed 
bf Mbery oa the itth November btfeve, aad the Peshwm 
had eafeved U with doe pomp oft the of that 
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voBtb. 0/1 nth I rbnury t}M> N*U:<ni Imd Kj^netl 
fomal t<> liis itie/tl t/> hAiid thr«o ]Oarf>> 

ov«f to tfir ['e-liwsiV it'll. Thn ri'Kult of thin 

caffipBc^ti i>< bfst hi the nvordx of » leeriicd 

Muilim proti^*' <if the tir^t NiMOVi>]*aulk, * 71 )^ 
de/'^endeoti^ of Aiwf diih retniiivd noth ini; more thaa 
the nubah of Haidiirtbiid^ "ovr portionK o{ the i^ijopiir 
provinee, and u little of Bidar, and that too on coo<Utian 
of paying the .Xtarathan one>foiirth of their reveauex/’ 
I Arad IfilgnitBLj The Peiihwi^ii oourtiere bnnt into the 
wildevt pMeg7rjci,'~^Hie Highne««e wm bom under the 
Mae DtUJ star an Alexuoder the Ormt Whereror lie 
cnete hie angry glance, bU enemiee are cniahed Into 
atone. Ke ha« aCtaiDod to tlio height of glory/’ Jt wh^. 
indeed, (he afXMftY of Maratha etpanalon. 

But there wu a i\y in tiie I'nbwa'a cup of honey. 
On 27th January hr had rocaived a lett<«r from hie 
nttoM in the Delhi ix«gioD written on the Htb before, 
raportu^ that Abdali had invaded India again, • wept 
the Manthaa out of the Paajib, forced Dattaji Siodhia 
to raiee (he wage of BbukartaJ without MeoHug any 
Indemnity from Najib Khan, and had bineelf eroeaed 
over to the Oaogvtic I *oab and effbetod a junotioo with 
Che Buhelae, while ]>atUji had fallen beck on DeJhi, 
and that a dedeive battJe wm expected to be fought 
m the next day. After thla followed an omibooa 
■iieool from 2iorthen Jodie for three week*, while the 
P«akwi*e aeiiaty went on deepeoing day by day. Tbeo 
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now" b<^n to trickle throu^H from the N'orth-Indien 
cormpondence of bunko n received 4t Aiirangabftd, 
tKat (igUiiji hud fallen, dinkoji had lied iiwny in bond- 
long ront to Bajputnria, and the ^^&ratba army ia 
HinduHtan bad ocaaed to exist An official letter 
reached the Pcabwi on the loth (or 16tb} of February 
to coofirfi) thl" tale of diaaiter. At one blow aU bia 
geinaic North India hnd been wiped out, and he moat 
again flgbt for the Maratha control over the Dal hi 
empire mid build up bis supremacy in Hinduatan from 
the very foundation a. [Baj. i. 159, l.U, 16i, 165. 

Sr/K i ^3,ft. I 

There wa* no help for it but to promptly send a 
vary strong army under a chief of iodiapuUbly high 
poidtiea,^eQcb ai a member of tho Poihwi’s own 
family, if he was to rsoover the lost ground at Delhi 
A mere general and Taasal like Kolhar or Slndhia wsa 
not adequate for auob a task. So, the Peehwa set out 
from Ahina^insgar on Iftth February, after recalling his 
generals and arm is a from the Auaa region to his side 
They met bim at Patdur* on 10th March, aad 
oonaultatiooa b^u aa to the future plana. 


* At (be end of tbs Udfir caaipaifa, (be BhSa had 
paA m fVds, 40 B. a. of Aoea and IS n. 44 . oi ABhqagBi er 
MwslaeViBl PHitir (speU Parlw In itfee sb. 55) is S? n. aa. 
ef idea sad e ndJnj statwa 00 tfaa fiydatnbad Oodavari Valley 
ftaivag. dU di lifa W la 26 m. 0 , el Pafedetr. Asatod la 90 m. «. of 
Pndw. 


23H fku. or THK Ml'OHXr. KVMKK (C'lt. XX 

Aitvort ap (o the iMt mofflent the I’oMhw* hfl<l 
bit««4«d to pve thi* r'omiDand to hi k own vouncer 
brotbtr Knf^Boith lUo I>kU (tfcod ^V), m he HjmI 
ooodoeted eompfti^no in KWa^Un in 1754'riA and 
ITST'Att. Blit in the imier coancil of 13(b Mvcb 
tkcfo WAV ■ itonny »cenr. Rft|chimjlth hiid brought 
b«rh from hi- la-t Delhi expedition only a debt 
of K(i lakh* in Addition to the un)>Aid ularice of hi« 
voldienii and he had been taunted for thin ocgatire 
ra«ult bf (be I'rnbvaV chief roauger, 8ikd£abir 
Bao Rbin^ the non of B£ji Bao I't fneoger brother 
ChlmDiji Appa. Thie Hedithix, thongfa not jrt fally 
tklrty yeart of age, had already gained a Ugh repoiation 
aod popnlanty with aU olaean of i nit ore and civil 
oBe e ra by Me clone attraClon to H nance and (he 
paoetual trasanodoo of admiaintritiv* bueineee, while bin 
«|aick and oonplete overthrow of the KIbmi u> the 
repeat caapaigo had nacle him nuddesly *pH»g ^ 
iuM at a great orgaobur of victory. TV hero 
of IJdgfr aloee wae believed to be capable of 
reetoring hlaratba gloriev ia tbe noitb. Bagbuaith 
Kao nlkiJy deollaed the cccABaadf and It wae 
0eeJly decided that the Bbiu nbould lead the aortbem 
expedition. But leet be ahouJd act up an indepeDdent 
prtaei^lity of ble owe in HiAdoeton wfaeo eajoyiag 
l■pr^■>ll eouiaBd there witboot a partner, a brake on 
bbs wM deriaed by aeodlag (be Peebwi'i too Viebwae 
Rao (a lial «f eere ato e tt l witb tUa amy ai fta ooi^AaL 
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ucjtDmfcnder-in'chief, ivhiJe the Hhau «a» to act &s hia 
^Mrdian and the ei:ecutivc manager nf all Ms aJfajrs, 
like tbe exprrienced nobles joined under the nume of 
to the young princes of Delhi in their Hrrt 
caropaigns. jRaj* i* 107. Khar^^i. 14-| 

§ 2 . Thf' Bhuii'^ troops nud utuHtiion f>Hppty. 

From Patdor the Bhau moved to Smdhkhed, 20 uulee 
M4thwards, on 16tb March. Two days later at an 
aaapiciou>< moment be made the formal oommeocemeat of 
his jonmey by eotenng into Ms marchlag teoca pitched 
four iail<^ in advance of that village, and halted there 
for Borae days in order to complete the necetsary pre^ 
parados for bia eampaigu. He bad to orgaouie an 
army in its entirety la view of the long distanoa be waa 
to march aod the powerful enemy he was to meet. The 
Peshwa had begun the Udgir campaigo with 40,000 
boraemen of hia own, aod 12,000 French-trained aepoye 
under Ibrahim Khao Gardi, a formv officer of Buasy. 
fVom this total must be deducted the wastage of the 
reoent war and ai^neaa. Bveo then all tiie remnant 
could not be glared for the northern expeditioo. 

^ieam had to be watched ^ be wne exultlag over the 
^ Daili;i and frying to evade the falfilatent <A tha 
seven tense of peace that he had aigaed ondtr oeaipid- 
shxv The Peshwa, with lO/KK) troops of bin own aod n 
tiiBtlar ooBtiogeot of the Migpor stayed near 

Aoraegabad for eouM days till tha Kiaaai hrothen should 
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p) b4ck to their ctpitel. Another divwjoti of 10.000 
wu dotftohed to the K&mutak under Kri^hnA 

So, th(^ Bhau could be supplied with only 
22f000 hCaratbt troops* (namely 10,000 of the Household 
CeTali 7 called Ilir.at’d/ qt/• ha* paffu) And 12.000 me a 
from forces of his aubordloate j^enerals), iu addition 
to 8/H)0 disciplined sepoys onder Jbcuhim Khan Gardl, 
-^a total of 30,000 regular troops. 

The munitions sent with him from the Abmadnsj^r 
arsenal consisted of >^4^4 caonon balls of Iar|^ sure 
(against 19,000 re^^aired), 160 macnds of lead, 800 
nsaunds of goQ|>owder, 99,150 Oiots for muskets, had a 
quite tsadeqoate qoaotity (65 sheets agsinst 2,000 
requisitioacd) of European paper for charging the 
muskcU, * 

The expedition for the reconquest of the hfantha 
domiaion in Hindustan could not e7en make its start 
witboot overoomiug great difilcoltias. The Udgir 
campaign had cost ouch money, but not a pice of the 
promised iadeffloity bssd been actoaJly realixed. The 
Bbao*a aoldian wer e in arrears and required aa 
adTaace {ftalbamU) to equip themselves for the coming 

« B4. L lOa, ie». i. 14 (mispriDted as 11). 21 

iMt Mter prtt 20XfX) fMe ht eddeadr PfmiiiAric. 

ha So the above The (s*il aSeets attsched to Um 

EfaSs we Nlaa; (i'. e., Trhnlrfk fiarfashfr) Pvnihiir^, Baiwut 
Slehsad^'% Hslupet kf% tirf a ii s, t^Utarto Ehiaginlfa',^ 
aai to Vlahim Sea ^alihUsa BKpn and Erttaa Beo Panaais. 
gm & m seek.) 
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eftap«]f(n propcrlr. 8om« of ehcm who had loot th«lr 
boms in (ho Sindhkb«d cabpaif^ of (wo joan bid 
not rot been paid (he pnV« of new remounts. JIowow, 
after a hall of eome dtje near SindhkhcO, the Bbau 
niiitribntod adrances to his troops and put them in 
proper tHm for eanpaigoiag. 

ti 9. Sikhuhtr Shau’i march fnm Sindkkked tc 
the north hani: of the Outnbd. * 

Learin^ Siadhkhed about 25th Marob the Maratha 
grand anuf reachod Burhaapur on the T^>ti oo 4th 
April, oroeaed the Kannada at Haodia oo the 12^, 
bf way of Slbor (r. 24 April) and Bersia (r. 28 Apri)) 
arrived at Sinoj on Htb May. Hero b« reeeired from 
thaFeabwi bankers’bille for Re. 1,8s,000 payable at 
Ojjtio and Indor, and halted for loaa days to cash tbes 
and aleo to receive iateJllgeeoe from the oortb by whtob 
(o shape hia future moveeaeata. Ho had ttartsd on ibis 
camptugQ almost at a day’s notice ; he had not atadied 
this scene of action before; ha had never served in 
Kortbere India and bad no heowledga of its peofde and 

• BhiB's warned sveh-Ra). i. 171.17^ lH m Istmik 
\Bi {lwn\ 187.183 (JVaM, ausieliM lor iSiMV tOviM, 
t8K, m 1» (north ^ ot the Cbaabal), SCS {Boirm. m k peiek 
ior .VP. iL I 2 Si XiW, I^erm. 183 (artcee At Hurmeifc > 

]Qeac4. L Id, S (decs not bmb that Ait Rb&a hlia edf weal to 
tmmdkmt vhki oas off Ua raom) 

2D B. V, •( B^aL S9 nilw 4 m Benh si 

fThnpsI Stnnr, 87 >, a. e. ot Bssia (which hM w It n. v< at 
BUte.) 
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tbelr muoen, tb« cUmAte and face nf tbc couotrv, it? 
leading rcca and political problama. He waa (jiulc in 
tba dafk even at to the retpcctive petitions aod ttrengtii 
of the rival forcet north of the Cbambal, beyond 
the bare fact that Abdali was aittiDg asinde the 
Jajpnna, in potseT'tion of the upper Doab aod Delhi 
city, while the retnaant of the Maratba array of 
Hindoetan wee dispersed somewhere in the Jat kingdom 
aod the Etawa district in the middle Do^. He could not 
even decide for himself what was the beet roate to 
take across Malwa, or where to strike the Cbambai, or 
whether he sbonld first enter the Agra diatriot we« of 
the Januna or the Doib east of that river. 

On aii these points he was helplessly dependent for 
his guidance on the advice aod information cnlled for 
from Mai bar Holkar the general aod Qoviod Dsllal 
Band^l4 the revenue-collector, these being tbs Maratha 
ofieers beet ozp^ienced in Mortis Indian afibin and now 
pWWC on the spot As his plaa of campaign, it 
00^ Mt bo dotansiAod withoitt a parsooaJ discussion 
sritfa HoQnr. TV Bham had, dierofore, at first sent 
only goattil dlnotioiia to Ooruid Bal&l to beat up ior 
bcal alhee s> «y whs s % soUsO the annsd support cf all 
the Ea^s of Bajpatona aad Boadalkbaod, aako aa offeo- 
■tvs aUiaooa widi the Hawab of Oudh by ptwmfaiftg 
&o warinhip of DeUn wkh Maratha support after iha 
soptlrioa of Abdali, aad nanSt two to thzoe 
■n^stoan ol ^ Baadsii aad Bajpai raess in the DoaU 
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In addition, then was tbe atsros] iosistcnt d$rrand for 
mooef in every letter from the Bbau to Qoviod Ballal, 
the commander'in-cbief’e tone g;rowiog hareber and more 
reprimanding at the prolonged delay and defaolt of that 
collector. The monthly e^epenaes of this eApeditiooiry 
force reached Sve to ax lakbe of Bnpees, aod all the 
remittaace that the Bbia had receiyed from tbe Deccao, 
leas thaa two lakhs, bad been eaten ap in a for tnighe, 
’Hie DLODOtonoas bordeo of almost every letter received 
by C^oviod Ballal from the Bbau week after week, waa, 
'‘Sead me 2o lakbe qnickly, or at least 12 Jakbs id 10 
or 12 day a Your failure to pay is very surprisiag." 

Ae the Bbau advanced beyond tb» Xbir eouutry 
ocatb-east of SirooJ, tbe villagers rose in his rear aad 
mads tbe roads unsafe for traffic aod couriers, but be 
could not taro back to chastise them. Ftom &roaj be 
made a detour to the left by way of Araao (26 m. p. w. 
of 8ironj« 14 May), MianS (S2 m. □. of Araua, 16 May), 
and Xarwar. arriving at Gwalior on $0tb May. Borieg 
a two days' halt in this last city, he received ioformatioQ 
from Malbar which decided him to cross tbe Cbambal a 
littie east of Dbolpnr and not near Eeraoli, aa in tba 
altamative plan. Leaving Gwilicr on 2 Jane, be creased 
the Knmari (a feeder of the Chambal) on the 4tb aod die 
Cbuid)al, some tea miiea below Dbclpnr on tbe 8tb, and 
iaaned atriict orders to hia aoldlers not to au^eat the 
Jitt territory i^cb diey entered on day [ 8PD. if. 
126], as it was d»a Pesbwa^s policy to keep the Jit Rajab 
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on Ibe udt. The Bbau^n krtitlrry and iitores 

took • loog time to bfl oarried over tbo deep rtFiD^s 
intmoctiog both backs of the Chambal, acd he halted 
more than a montb {fHh Jeoe—l2Taly) od (ha oorth 
bank of tha Cbambil; at some dietaoco eottth of the 
UUogiQ river, ^rhich flows 20 mtlea south of Agra, 
roughly parallel to the Chainbah 

§ 4 . Thf fiiittaiion in Ihf "Doab and Ztaratha 
digiomacy. 

Oq Ihth June Oao^dhar Yaahwint (Holkar’a diwaa) 
oame aod aaw the Bhao, aad two or three days later 
Hfllif himself joiood them. So raj Mai presented ^*n?t 
qoutzties of foodstoflV and other sapplira to the 
Haratha army, and they enjoyed a month of plenty and 
r^oae after their eonetant ts arching for two months and 
a half. CoaaultatioDs now began between the Bbau aod 
ifalkar as to their future course of aotioo. Soraj Ma) 
If ▼iritad the ohtsf oa tha laat day of Iona. 

TW Bhao set with tsro eerere diaafpoiatmenta at 
this ets^ It ma leend that Shaja^-daulah had 
decided to osMfc Ua lot to with the tovaders, and that all 
the Bajput priooee, great aad aaall, were coolinDed io 
their policy of eitdi^ o« (he feaoe aad kaepiog both 
iri4«a to play tUl socae great bsittie aboald prove whh^ 
toe two po w ws was deddedly the stzosger.* 


mill aad 819 Chah a of toe Vtaagao). W 
9 tor«f k a mtoato toe 1 £Hk«-16 Idp. lU eemst dam of toe 
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A looj; dipiom&tic tUtfxld bad be«o goinj* on at tiid 
Court of Lacknoip betworo the M&mtba rnvoye and tbo 
agentfl of \hdiiH for uncaring th« adhesion of Shuja. 
While thr Nawab of Oudb was hesitating to which of 
these two powerful sides he should add his weight, the 
Bhiu hoped that the arrival of bis areny Dear Delhi 
would pat heart ieto Shuja to reject Abdali's invitadoa, 
or at least keep hiro neutral by the fear of a Maratha 
invavon of bM rcalcu if be cpeoly declared agaiaat tbeou 
Following this policy, tho BUlu from Malwa bad ordered 
CloTiad Bolliil to collect boats near K^wa for coahling 
the grand army to bridge (ho Jamunu, cross into the 
Doab, drive out tho Afghaa outpo.tts, and thus insert 
a wedge between the Abdali camp and Sbuja's demi- 
uicoa But Ooviod fa^ed to eecore any boaU, the 
rains began very early this year, and by the end of 
June the waterdevel of the Jamnoi wie too big^ to 
allow fording. To spoil the Maratha ^ao zeon 
thoroughly, while Dovind with hie unreioforoed 
eon do gent could neither mid Sbuja’s province acioaa 
dse Ganges, ocr make reprisals on Nejib’s ja^ra io the 
upper Doab, the Maratba posts in the middle Ikwdi 
were menaced by a southward march of Kajib Qtan and 
Jal&i Khan, in the middle of hfay, when the Bhan 
waa rdll far away beyond the Cbaabal. The 
Afghans besieged the Maratha fhdnahs of Diiwm 

Sb&a's arrirdak UaChneS.) 8PD, I. 1*7 A 2H iIm R^. i ai?0 
fWsIhsr aseea she ttus.) 
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ud Sliakobibid, sod pu&hed on to Bithur (north of 
Cnwopar.) 

Tho shvck of thij iovmsioQ oaboMooed th« 

^spoMomd iooal lUjptrt Inndiorde to ruo igua»ttbe 
Mnntbt uurpen evoiTivbero in tb« Dwb. The Bbiu, 
on woeiriog reports of it, wrote fnoiticftlly to Goeind 
Bnilil, *Urge all ^our ihartohd^s to hold on to their 
poete patieotJy. Id t few days I ehal) anire and &Ii 
will be well. It is better to die with honour in defence 
of jonr poeCe. The Bnhela besiegers hsTe no artUlery 
with them... It is surprising that yotir oollector of a 
place like Etawa has fled awmy !” ShnkobabSd was 
abaadoned by ite Uaratha ginison, but that of Btawa 
h^d out, a&d Kajib, leaving it untaken, passed on to 
Ondb, where he achieved a momentous triumph by 
ioduouig Shaja to declare for the invaders. The news 
of (his dipiomatie reverse reached the Bhan on 4th Jaly, 
aztd ha planned to send bis troops tcroas the Jamnna 
Udo tbe whooce tb^ war* to ford the Ganges 

end brade Shan’t t m f i tes y. Birt the plan failed 
t far oqgh his ls;oh; of boats aad the eariy flooding of the 
livera. 

At tile sans time the bHad obstanacy of the tfanthas 
mads a war to the deati) inorttable hr theo. When, 
«B I9th May, the aosth 9t hlosUm fas&tg ended, 
HSUS Bahmt caiM troa AbdaH to open peace talks 
with Hdkar. At Hntham he was mst by 

Oanfi^v Tasbwaat ( Holbtf^s diwia) sad 8en| Ual, 
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w tb« iatermcdianM from this ride. They coodxicCod 
bm to Bhentpur, but notblug CBine of his efforts, as 
the Mantha dcmauds were esorbUant* aud they were 
ooiy waitint' for the rest reinforcements under the BbSu 
to reach them, wbt'a they would be able to crueh Abdali 
and thus beep posseasion of ererytbiog they had erer 
gained in Nortbero India. So, they deliberately spun 
the o^^tiatioDS and at last oo the arrival of the BUiu 
(middle of June) seat the baffled peace^maker back to 
hia master 

^ 5. Tf//' if/ww’A plan of nary to sriic Delhi first. 

The Bhau had arrived oo the oorth bank of the 
Chambal os 8 th June^ but halted thereof some twenty 
milea south of Agn, with the Utaagan river (also oalled 

• Kaj. L lae, 101. 104>10A 196430. 904. 800, 8li, 91»«7. 

SPD. ii 124. 127. DC. 

t I wu St Ant tempted to refrud Iff to. d, a of 

Pbolpur, 26 ID. 1. ot Agra, and midwa; bstirasa tbs Uungu (aov 
called B&Q*gaBj^) sod (he CSumbd, ai the Bbao'i hiltiog place. 
It sisctly sgraea with his bo*a morefliata. Bat ia Si4< 
P^lmn-acr the bUJy cooatr; DorUi*in«t of BltM} «id 

not a vilUgs P^Sri, as (he Bhaa'e rooM Mttb of iba 

Chaabal was bUU aoeectsio. ''Ftocb the diflealw with which in 
Aood*stroa \a ecosaed, the Utaogas akm the title oi Ohoft- 
paeAAor or Onrthrowsc of Horses. ,..IU fanner is esseetiaD; 
that of a mooatsu torzeet.<.Ita bed, 800 feet wUk ts ot sand 
miwH wHh ihlaria "i^ ^vas bstweso lofty baohs oat ap by 
aouareai nrioea, soma of whki) peoetiata deeply into the 

adioMog liada^’ K. W. P. Omstitw. vtl 428. 
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the iDterpoting betwceo hicn and that ioperial 

fAtj, till I3tk Jul;. This five weeks' iDactlvity caq be 
w^laioed partly by bia aocertaioty about his future lioe 
of actioo, but mainly by the early aod excoeaivo rainfall 
of that year, which preveuted him from crowiog the 
Jaanoa into the Dc«b and also made the raging torreol 
of the Utai^gan impassable for boraes, artillery and. 
transport carte for weeks together, Goviod Ballal’e 
failure to build a bridge of boats near Etawa led the 
Bbau to abaodoo hie first plan of attaobiug Abdali in. 
tbe npper Poab and raiding Oudh. 

Mai hap Holkar first mat the BUiu about 18th June. 
He then allayed Suraj Mel'e aoepioioo of treachery by 
taking personal oaths aad giving solemn assurancer^, and 
conducted him to the Bimu, who advaoced two milee 
to welcome so valued an allv (on 30 June.) Arrived 
Outside Agra (o. 14 July) with Malhar and 6ura; Mai, 
the Bbau inapeetod the Jamooi aod was forced to 
abandon tb« pUn to stiiich be bad dung so long for 
throstiag a bridge of boats over the river and sending a 
strotig detachment into tbe Doab with orders to ooo> 
verge upon Aligarh. Eariy ia that mootb aoiue troops 
of Suraj Mai bad crossed tbs liver, probably by s boat 
or two, and attempted to restore the lost Jit poets on 
the east bank facing Mathura and Agra. But their 
Bumbar bad only reached two thonsand when the risiug 
level of tbs ralo'SwoHeo Jamou oat them off from theic 
su^Ofta tmeoibUd at MathoA Note singls Miratiim 
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trooper cmild follow thcso .lats to tbe essist&nco of 
Ooviod Belial. 

This stern decrw of Xatiiro forced a change of plan 
oa the Bhaii. If he could not, for thn next throe noDtbBf 
croaa ovi r to the oast bank tn attack Ab<^li or bia allkea, 
neither could Abdall cross to the west bank in sopport 
of bia agent at BelhL The Bhau’a mind was qiuok ]7 
made op. Two days after reaebiog Agra be advauced 
to Matbura (Lb July), infoniied Goviod Ballal of the 
soepenaioo of the long-talked of march into the Doib^ 
and on the 21 at seat a etrong detachment ahead to aeixe 
Delhi; wbieb, be knew for certain, was held by a very 
weak garrisou.” 



Affairi of DoUu cU^i 29 xVbr. I759^2Ul 
Jvi9 1760. 


Ws shall sow turn to the doleftd story of the lord- 
less city of Delhi Immediately after the vorder of 
Alamgir 11 (29 Xov. 1759), the wazir’a agent in this atro* 
clous deed, Mahdi <iLuH Khan, silently onthrooed in the 
fort Muhi'Ul'niUat (the graodson of Aorang^’s 
youngest child £am Bakhab) under the title of BMh 
Jahio II. But the new ‘king of kings’ waa even men of 
a shadow than bis luckless predecessor. The harem 
^MEtaents of the palace were raoeseked by the regicide 
watir and the story went that fifty lakhs in cash and 



TU). i. 216. SI?. 233. 
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w$Te fxk^n a«ay« ev«Q tho marria^ portions of 
the prinoesBOR oot bein^ xptrod. But retribution war 
doec at hand. Abdali wa« coming, and at the newa of it 
an exodns from Delhi began on Sth December, even the 
pnnoee being removed from the palace (io builook^oarta) 
to Hasangarh fort (in the Doab.) * On 2Ath December 
the iPBzlr returned from the aroy of Siodhia to Delhi 
and began to entreoch the river bank by way of 
piecantion. IDC.] 

Then eveata moved apace. The baggage of the 
Haratba army set out from Delhi on retteat to Bajpntaoa 
abont 6tb .faniutrv, 17d0, and two daya later the remnant 
of their rearguard plundered the ahrinc of Kisam-ud-din 
AuHyi and earned otf aome rich men of the city for 
raaaoiB,—tboa m^og a last grab at the capital before 
abaadooiog it to the foreign invader. On the 9th 
Dattaji Bindbia fell in a battle tea milea north of Delhi 

• Mi. ‘Ate bil erf DtelU AhdeU Mmd DAt ftRA 
na nea orf camp pt aarfa w l the p eopwty of the ridsaae hy 
vUeaea Far tinea ^171 graia^ittriaauaafed thera Oo tbefoorth 
dij the teh orteed Ui eohtiire to leate the tiij end dkaouot 
ooUide lU' (SMatn AcMy SLl AbdeU back from Kenol 

aad «te« and |»landatd the petite ot Drihi to as emema’ 
(ilvt, 17 li] Miekio (SOt.SOBi pm e gn^bk end detiukd 
wteeM's eeeooat of thu pleader ead itea^laar ot the ek; ftapk. 
Oa 19Bh Oolober 17«), Dttin OirmitU reoorda ‘'BhSo}! he* 
tfirr»r H Eosipodu Thmu^hecn (hie eodn otooth, e acete ot 
death eetdaii on (M iahefaiUAte of Deihi A 7 troo runoon ot 
te eoaihiR of the WA, vfao h^ deeUed cn a batUe neer 
Caahm* 
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and bis army fled away in hetd^nn^ rout to Zlajpotanai 
tbe vazir f^HowinK (beir esansplo. Tbo victories» 
Puninl kin^ encaraped at Kbuimbad, noutb of (ho cit^. 
and OR 21 Jannarv made a pilf^nma^e to Nimun^iid^din’a 
fibrino. Next day a fora^og party from his campirent (o 
tbe Old City and Pabar^aj, and carried away tb« beams 
aod plaokfl of tbe bouses for firewood. f7)C] Yaqub Ati 
E3iafi, a ooqmq of the Abdali waxir« but long settled in 
Jodia at the citr of Shabjabanpiirf was appointed 
sobabdar of Delhi or behalf of the Shah (31 January.) 
This able and good gOYoroor applied bimself to the 
pacification protretioo and relief of the ruined aod 
diatrected populatzon of the (Mty» enlisted a defence force 
of 600 men, mostly Mhbandx or militia of Uttla (ighting 
tslue, from Ae I adian ex^ldiera aod idlers, wid) only 

or 30 Tnrks and Dnrraola to atifTen tben, nd 
appoloted bis own icoticH to re-estabH#b police 
control over the capital and hie anperiotendeot of 
markets to ensizre its food supply. 

[DC.] 

Throughout February 1760 the Abdali kiag waa 
absent campaigning against the Jata and Malhar S^kar 
io the Bharatpnr State and Mewit On the last day 
of that month (2dth), be retnroed to the capital, but in 
a or two eroased over to the Doab ifi pursuit of 
Halhar Holkar, as we have seen in Chapter 19, |15. 
After expelling the Marathae, he encamped near 
Aligarh, while Delhi contianed in diarge of Yaqnb 
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AU Khao «itb the puppet Emperor Shah Jabait II 
•itriog oa the throoc and recd^iog presents from the 
offioidB DO ceremonial occasions like the **aun;'. 
(20 March.) Tbo politics) centre of gravi^ shifted 
from Delhi to the Doab, and diplomacy and inb^gua 
were eonducted in and from Abdali’s camp there. 
At the end of Ma; rnmours arose that Shah A lam 21, 
after being defeated by the English in Bihar, was 
ooming st die invitadoo of Abdsli to ascend the throne 
LQ Delhi, bnt he held back sod stopped io south Bihar. 

[i>ai 

At the ettd of June, while the new Maratba army 
tiodsr the ^iu arriTsd near Agra, the uousnilly early 
flood of the Jamuna out Delhi off from the Doab. 
'Saqub Ali Qian, therefore, tujoed to tbo defence of hia 
city. The Delhi Gate of the palaoe-fort .was kept 
doeed ; as for the dty wall, the two learee of the L^or 
Gate having been burnt before, be replaoed them wi^ 
the large woodeo iront'entranee of the Sarai of Bdihxbao 
AgUi (9th Jdy), ta order to meet say Maratba attack. 

[ DC.] 

§ 7. TV Bkau eapturu DeUti. 

That attack came on 22ad July, when a strong force 
detached by the Bluia from Mathura under Malhar, 
Jaokoji, and Balwant Ganeeb accompaiued 

by the titular wasir Imad-ul-miiik {fthom Sara) Mai bad 
iatrodnoed to the Bhau at Mathura), appeared in the 
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moraiog ud usaalt<id the oitj-gite.* Tbo def^aden 
were so few (bat the resistsneo ww prolonged only by 
the huge stone walls of tho capital. But In the Aft(*nioon 
(he invaders broke into the oity bv wav of Jarld 
Xhan’s m&Qsion. The fort held out undor Yac^ob AH 
Kban, who kept the aaaailante back by fire fron the 
ramparts. One body of Maratiiae crowded before the 
Asad-barj aud attacked the Khuiri gate, another bodv 
SMaolted the Delhi Dtrwiuu For nearly two hours 
Malhar aod Jaokoji tried to brrak the Khiziri gate, bat 
it was covered with bra.%s platea and braced with iron 
bars, and defied all their efforts. 

The garrison was very siaall, the Hindustani 
B^tZBjQen disappeared, end only a handful of Turks 
and DarTiois kept up the defence wi^ tfaelr muskets. 
From their smsil number they had (o leave large 
portions of the walls audefeoded, while thefk»o4ef 
Maraths light hone swarmed round the fort on all sides. 
Setting thb confuftioo, while the gamsou’s attentioa 
wae fixed on the Khizln gate, about a hundred men of 
Tit^ Shivdev, followed by groops from Holkar aod 
Sindhia’a coodngeDta olinbed the wall on the side of 
the Aud^burj aod entered the pelaoe impere^ved. 
Bui they had no leader aod no fereeigfat Ineteed (d 
first evening the gates to (heir brethren oot^e, (hey 
nokUeely dispersed for plunder through the royal 

* Ibe Bbsa’a capture of Defiu,— Raj. i. S22-SS4. 
Ntf oddia 31 UL 41 J6ii. 140-lS. 
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aptrtaieota, «acb laaa bliodl; seuiag vbtt he ceuld aod 
tluowuf the booty doim from the rAoparts to bis 
eomittdee on the eaody buk beloer. The alarm eooo 
qpMad to the gtrrieoo, aod aome fifteen DtirrioU oame 
op the SalicQgarh tide aod edFanoed tgaXoat the 

diaperaed Maratba looter*, ehootiog dowo a doeen ni 
them aod then ohargiog sword In hand. The reet fied 
aw 8 T and ^eaplog down from the welle io abject terror 
fell 00 the und bask with brokeo lioba. Thus, a 
captured fort slipped oat of the Maratba hands, throo^ 
the selfish greed aod tbougfatless Gowaidioe of tbeir 
soldiery. 

The Maratba generals then assembled io Sedollah 
Wifi’s bouse and laid a regolsr siege to the fort, 
dlggiog trenches before the gates and mooDtlog goos. 
Tbe city nomioallT passed mtn Iroad’s coottol, while 
the Marathas eocamped in the eoboiba Ibrahim Ehan 
(Htdi planted three guoa oo (he river below the 
fni and bombarded the palace bxea the eaat aid^ 
wbsda was iuwd with bea adfa l ediftoes Hke (he 
curvilinear roofed lunatoiM {fimglo) of the Asad^borj, 
the Octagonal Toww, aad the harem chambers. "Large 
breaches were tnade ia the DnnG*i-khas, the Baogmahal, 
the Moti-mshal, and the ^ubbarj, but the etreogth of 
(he fort*walls waa not impaired in any way." For some 
days dua exchange of fire coDthuied. Oo the 29th of 
^9^, the Bhia himself srrived from Uathuri aad 
eocamped sear Kalkidevi, sa, ^ Qotb Miw village ; 
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aad Y»qnb AH, bsrinff «xbftairted his food wjppl.T aod 
kttowiag wHdf by bis master Impossible, heg^ied for 
toms of pete* The Bbiu jomped at the proposal and 
allowed Yaqub AH to marob out with bis property imd 
O^pa, and cross tbs Jamuni to joio bis oastar. Thu 
Delhi fort passed into Maratba posaesaioo oo Sod 
Aoguat, 1760. 

I d. SuraJ Afnl Jat aband&tit Vu Martika tide* 
Meantime, Shoji-udHiaoIab from his camp ob tiM 
eastern bank of tbe Jamaoi bad sent a letter aod m 
agent, Rnjab l^evidst, proposing to brii^ abotrl a peaoa 
between tbe Pesbwi and Abdali througb Che mediation 
of tbe Blttu aad Najib, on cenditioa that tbs abaeot 
^ab AJaos ebodd be recognised as Kmperor, Ua ekiest 
son Jawin Qakbt inatalled ia tbe goeaiMBt of Ddti 
ae hjs Tiear (irds oAod or Hair), and Sbtiji appodated 
ittpensJ waair, and that tbe 8bSb ebotUd retam to Us 
owe country and tbe Maratbaa to tbe Deccan. Tbe wy 
dotenaiDmeot of tbla propoaaJ antagoaUed laaad ud 
bis pa&oc Soraj Mtl, and tbase two west away in a^« 
from tbeir camps at Tt^b^abad to Prtisblmffi, 
withoQt taking leare of ^e BUlo. iim moc^g 
titfa Angost) tbe Bbao'e eeetetary Ifabipat R eO) Mxlbar’e 
diwSn Oangidbir, and BsadMa’a manager KMlji 
Anan* went cbere to pwofy aad bring tiMn ba^, bvt 
vitboot BQoceea.* 

• DMm ri evaf I Oi. SPtf. tA 190 
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Ocmbkir) ioterpo»iDg betw«e& bin And that imperial 
«rit 7 » till 13th Tb!a flve weeki’ inactivity can be 

arplaiofd partly by hia uoctftala^ abent hia future Hne 
of actzoD» but maiuly by tb« oiriy aod ixooMlve raiafall 
of that yeu, wblcb prevaoted bio from croering the 
Jamaoi ioto tbe Doab and aJao oiade tbe ragiog torreot 
of tbe Utangao impaaeable for boreee, artillery and 
tnaaport eaita for weefca togetbar. Qoviod Ballil’e 
failore to baild a bridge of boata near E^wa led tbe 
Bbau to abaodoo bi« firat plan of ittaoknng Abdali 
tbe ispper Doab tod raiding Ondb. 

HnlIrT gnt met tbe BbSa about 13th June. 
He then allayed Sormj MaJV eoepicioa of treacherr by 
tajcbg personal oathi and giving solemn asRUran< 2 e»<» and 
ooodneted him to tbe Bbau. who advanced two miles 
to welcome so valued an ally {on 30 June.) Arrived 
outside Agra (r. 14 JiilyJ with Uslbar and Suraj Mai, 
tbe Bbau iospocted the Jamuna and was foroed to 
abndoa the plan to wbicb be bad oloog so long for 
ttsowittg a bridge of boata ov« tba liwsr i»d sanding a 
strong detaebaent into tbs Doah with orders to oon- 
verge vpoo Al^arh. Eariy a that nonih eome troop* 
«f SoriJ Uaf had croseed tbe Tifer, probably by a boat 
or two, aetd sitiwptsd Co natoa tbo loet Jit poets on 
Iba aMl bank ibsiDg MaChsri aod Agr^ Bot tbeir 
MBBber had oedy reaobad two th<niwr>d vbea tba rising 
Writ Of the Mia-ewaUeB daa&u oat ibsa off tna tbeir 
HppoTla jawabied at Mathura* Hot a atagle Marath* 
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iTooper could folloor Jat« to the seisiBUnce of 

Qovlod Bslllkl. 

This itprn (Iccrco of Xaturo forced a change of plan 
on the BhSn. If he could sot, for the next three months, 
erosta oTor to the ca«t bank to attack Ab<^li or his allies, 
□either could Abdalj cross to the treat back io support 
of bis ageut at DelhL The Bhau's mind was quickly 
made np. Two days after reaobiog Agrs be adTacoed 
to Mathura (lb July], iofomied Govind Ballal of the 
atiepeosioj] of the bog-talked of march into the X>oab, 
and on the tllet aeot a strong detachment iJicad to seiae 
Delhi, which, he knew for certolo, was held by a very 
weak garrisoa.* 


§ 8. Affain Of I>€lhi city, 29 Xor. J7S9-2M 
Juiy 1760. 

We shall now turo to the doleful story of the lord- 
leaa city of Delhi. Immediately after the inurder of 
Alamgir II (2d Nov. 1759), the waair's agent la this atr^ 
cioui deed, hlahdi Quli Kbau, eliently enthroaed in tbs 
fort MubNul-mlUat (the graodsoo of Auru^Eib'# 
yonogest child Earn Bakhah) coder lbs tide of 
Jahan U. But the uew 'king of kings' wsa ereo mwe of 
a shadow than his loekleea predeceeoor. hatrsa 

spartzneots of the paJaoe were ransacked by the regicide 
wasir and the story went that fifty lakh# in cash and 


Baj. L 216, 21?. 283. 
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Tkeddfactiob of Sitraj MaI was even more ruinous 
*) tiio Maraths cause than Shuji’s ohoica of hostility a 
voo^ earlier. Tbs Bbao bad do Iod^ a single friend 
north of the ^^srinada. The Maratba relations vith 
^Jafi kingdom bad been marked from the (irst by 
gnspiog tyraony. Their unprovoked siege of Kumbher 
(17&4} bad boon ended only by the promise of a tribote 
of 30 lakhs. Moreover^ the expansion of tbe Jat power 
from tbe Mathora^Agra district over the JamunS into 
the middle Doab crossed the line of Maratba ambition 
there. Snra) Mai had bnilt sod richly stored the fort 
B&^arb (now called Aligarh), intendiiig to make it 
a eeeood Cnmbher in the midet of bis Doab possessions, 
eod <3ovind BallQ, the Maratba governor of the tract 
inunediately south of i^ had planned (xciddle of May) 
to capture ^is fort and replace Jat rule by bis own in 
that r^oD. {Raj. L 187.j Tbongh the design could 
not be pat into execntzon, thanks to Afghan pressore, 
this lOafriendly attitude 'coaid not be kept a secret from 
Sdzaj Maj. ^ea the* Bbaa entered eTat territory on 8th 
June, he no doobt israed strict orders ^ hrs men not to 
molest or rob hia ait/s flubjeote. The Pesbwa bad aiser 
advised the Bbau not to dan Soraj Mai for tbe nopaid 
bdaace of the tribute of 1764. ( SPD. xivU 266. } But 

tSMtuancee gi?ao.) sxnl S69. 1^4. 00~ ^nad-ta-»ada6. 18^ 

(idse SL) and Wsndei. 81. uy that the Bhau iasolted Mel 
))9 esffiOjthuD a nere laodholdsc. (1 donht^ it> * tbeugh the BhSn 
oertsfoly Ejected the rar f]to of Saoi hfad end Msihac.) 
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a Uu aatute maa than gormj Mai woald hava 
giiesaed that as soooas the Abd&ll menace was removed, 
tbe locust swarms of the South would come down opon 
him for their old does. Even theo, aa between Abdali 
and the Mavathas, he would have preferred the latter if 
oqIj they had the sense to adopt a live and let live 
policy and boneet enough to keep their plighted word. 
Such ao assurance the Shan failed to give to Sur^ 
Mai's complete satisiactioD. On the 00 Dtrar 7 , he 
ioenlied and alarmed die Jit king bejood hope of 
appeasement. 

All evidence agrees in shomog that the £hau 
aotagouued. Malhar Rao Holkar, and even if he did not 
opeol; iosolt UU veteran lion tenant bj calling him t 
dotard past bis usefulness, he certainly disregarded 
Mai bar’s counsels and thus lowered him iu the efs# of 
the armf and the public. Malhar's angry remat^ 
if these- proud Brahmans of Pnna were cot humbled by 
the enemy they would make him and other cap tabs of 
the Maratha caste wash their sailed clothes, is historic 
cally tme,* in view of his natural feelings, aftw t bff 
acarred veteran's advice had beou broahed aside s 
youth under ^irty years who bad never eeea ITorfli^* 
Indian warfare. Snraj Mai, who was the shrewdest 
Hindu potentate dien alive, naturally saw eye to eye 

* does eot awn ***•> M&lbsr inned a SaUor (o his 

new's osnee < he merely took eaca te wre himseU ont of the 
wreck of be Uacatha army on 14 Janurf l?6l. 

17 
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^tb Malbar &fto for bis strong eeoBe of realism ia 
politico aod wftf, and dUcroeted tbe Bbau, who fiod tbo 
sdr of tboorj ioatead of pUatiag bis feet oq tbe bedrock 
ol tbe real faola of a ettuatloa. Suraj Mai bad boforo 
tMs placed bicoealf ooder tbe protecdTe wings of Malbar, 
«Dd ^ed witbbLffi iatbe BbSu’a couacil-chacober OTer 
aiooe d»eir oomiog to Agra. 

§ 9. Sadashit Skau*$ characUr and p<?liey exarmrted. 

The Bbiu had started from tbe Deccan with a whole- 
eone respect for the DorraQi military power and a 
peraisteat belief that bis owo resources muet be greatly 
increased by the addition of fresh musketews, breanas, 
maaitioas, and Nortb-Indiaa allies, before be could 
Gonfroot sucb ao enemy with any hope of victory. His 
almost daily coirespoodence daring this campaign 
efTeotively disproves tbe popular tradition that hie bead 
was tamed by iosolenoe and pride ; It could not have 
been so before his capture of Delhi ( 3 August), vhe^ 
Soiaj Mai had already beau es^oged Bis letters 
( SPD. xxviL 255, 257 } to the PeabwS abow that 
even after the captors of Delhi he realised the 
^vity of his poaition aod tbe difficulty of defeacio^ 
Ahdali in pitched battle, so that be ettil prefeired a 
vnuttng game and tbe pohoy of stHrisg tbe wemy oitt, 
as Ibe best in the otreumsfanoes. A ibirable and 
imOQiable peace wi^ Ah^li was poettbU by shaiisg 
H i ndnst an mA him, vix., by cedii^ tbe Dao^b to 
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Ahnad Bbah aod coDfirmiog jib’s posseasioos in tbs 
Doib. Bat suob A settlemeat be bad rejected inJaue, 
long before bis captore of Delhi, because the Pesbni's 
io8tructioR8 were dearly against ceding tbe Pan jab to 
tbe A^baas. Therefore, a 5gbt to the 6aieb with the 
DuTfSoie was tbe only course left to the Bhaa, and for 
this choice of an exOecDe policy tbe reapoosibility r^pte 
not oa tbe Bbau but oa bis master in Puoi. 

SadasbiT Bao’s capture of Delhi forms a turaiog- 
point io bis career. Its immediate elfeot was to restcire 
the prestige of Maratba arme which had been ruined by 
the fall of DattSji and the root of Malhar early in this 
year. AbtUili'a partisans were now dismayed and began 
to warer, aud evea to intrigue in secret with the Bh«u. 
Tbe Sbah bimself passed throogh a period of anxiety 
and avowed hie readiness to retnra to hie ows couofey 
if only an honourable peace could be made with die 
Marathae and tbe Buhelas could be assured of safety 
from Maratba aggression during his absence. Tbie far- 
rceounding eaccees, eecured with the lose of lose than s 
ecore of meo and after only a week of ezerdoo, biindoft 
tbe Bhaa to the realities of the situation. He raganded 
Shuji’s proposal of peace as a proof of die hopdeea 
weakness of Abdali’s cause. As be wrote to Ooviad 
Ballal on tbe day of his eahy into Delhi (3fd Augnst), 
"Ahmad Bangasb and some BabeUs are going away 
(from AbdalPs camp] to their homss. Sboji now realise 
wbat to aspect from hie having joined Abdali) 
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lateraftl dUaenuon is iacrsasiog avong ths Durra&i 
su^re. oapturs ot Delhi has broken hie waist 
I have pci off the fight with him only io oonsequence 
of the high level of the Jamuoa." Ei^teec days later 
be wee stDI puffed up with the sane idea and wrote, 
^ee, my coaqaeet of the capital haa struck awe into 
Abdali and caused a split in bis camp. Hany Turaois 
wieb to desert hie service for ours. His troops are 
greatly frightened. Many of the Buhelas have gone back 
^to ti)Cir homesj beyond the dacges, and the rest are 
about to do so. Najib alone ie keeping up hie spirits. 
Sbtija, as fbe residt of bin joioiog Abdali, finds himself 
bogged.” lame Ahmad Shan Bangash, who merely 
anioyad the prestige of bis office as imperial Paymaster- 
General and held the afrategically important position of 
Farrukhabad, now begu to make aecret overtores beg¬ 
ging tbe Bbiu’s favour through Govind Ballal, and 
pebcefnlly avaonated Farrukhabad before the advancing 
Manrfbss Aagast) [Baj. I 2H, 238, 236, 237.] 
Bboji and (Tajib eontiwM fthrougbont August and Sep¬ 
tember to bold peace pcrisys with the Bbau, bat without 
snoceea, as tiie Peahwn’a diMBaoda were impossible The 
Smo oontiaaed to receave zistsUigenoe abooC the Abdali 
oasip of a kind moat flattering to bis vanity and tendmg 
to ooaflrm him in the deiuaioQ that the Muslim league was 
haokau up and that the iavadsv would be thaukfol for 
a ccbeat bocaa with their bare livee. For example on 
St Aigeab Gvviod wrote, *At night a coosidtatioo 
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nag held hj the Si^b ; all hie ioJlowen, high acd bw 
alike, adyised bio, 'You ought not to stay ia this 
eouutry. The strength o{ the Maratbae ie iocreaalng 
daily. Therefore, do not llsteo to anybody elae'e e., 
Najib’g) counsel a, but make peace with the Marathas and 
go home.’’* On 21 St September was sent this report: 
"There is a tumult in Ahdali’g army. High and low, all 
urge him to come to terma with the Marathaeand retorn 
home. Besides, he bag no spirit for 6ghtiag left in hiio. 
At Anupsbahar, ten thousand of bis horses, camels 
and mules haye died, and more are dying daily. Thank 
God! the FeshwS's star ie dominaat." [Baj. L 236, 247- 
2460 

§ 10. Dijficuiiies and distrm of ih$ Bhau after 
the conquest of Delhi. 

But the Maralba ac<^uisitioa of the Moghal capittd 
was in truth a barren speotaoular soecesa. It aotually 
a^ravated the Bbin’s difSculties in two waya. Hia 
resLdence in the dry atariJe aorth-wsstern suburba of 
Delhi (the Sluilimar gardens) far away from the friendly 
and fertUe old base in the Jat country, caused di« 
draugbt-ozen of hia gaos and muoitioD-tambrils Co die 
of famine and sioknesa. The stoppage of food supply 
from the D<»b by reason of Abdali’a ocoapation of 
the tract immediately east of Delhi and the &ood in the 
JaiDQoi, caoeed hia soldiers and horsea to stnrre. At the 
same time the ocoupafilon of the imperial city brought 



?ALI. OF THE tfUOUAL EMPIRE [CH. XX 


him DO g&in io monof, but actually iocreaeed bia ex> 
peoaea by one lakh a mooth. As tha official goardian 
of tba uapcrial family, he had oow become respooeiblo 
forthc maiatcpanoo of the priocCB and the ealarioe of 
the palace guards and menial BSiraote and the Court 
offioialR. {8PD. 2 xvii. 257.1 

Oo 16 tb September we have thU astoniahiog report 
from tbo Bhau’a camp in Delhi, "In our army even big 
mea are faetiog, the horses have forgotten what it is to 
eat gram. Our aoldiera are ruioed ; nowhere ia a Joan 
obt^able. There ia no life left in any man or horse; 
dnr men can proenre rice with difficulty. The end of 
it all threatens to be very hard. None haa seen snoh al 
year •ever before.'' Ba^ trooper and his horse now 
required Rs. 200 a month for food, and yet for three 
months the Bhaa had not been able to pay any subsis* 
leooe money to bis soldiers. 

Even a fortnight before this the Bl^n had written 
to tile Peahwi : ^here is starvation in my camp ; 
bnt no loM can be had { bo revenQe is being paid to me 
by any kamopi*^ (ooUe<Aoi), is ^e of my frequently 
writing to them, hfy teoop^ are goiag throngh many 
a &si" Up to 5th 8e[4ainW, the had reomved 

from two hfaratiia oolleoton io North India only 
2,60^000 and ^not a ioiwe tmn any one elec.’* The 
two lalchs that he had teoeived at Sixooj (6 May) 
from the Feehvre had been coasted in a forkdgfat And, 
M eeiiy aa 2&tii June, when he bad sot yet 
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reached Agra, Ixo iitakca this piteous appeal to the 
P««hna for financial assistance : am getting oo cpooey 
tcom any side,—ndther from oar mabala [in the Doab] 
vbicb are diaturbed, nor from tribute which is being 
ovaded [by our Tassal cliiefs.] If we are to overcome 
AbdSli we require SO^OOD faorsemeD. Many of my troopers 
tied lost their chargers in the war with Nirain Ali, or 
from disease, and they have to be supplied wi^ 
remounts. The parting gilt for last year Is still oopaid 
to my troopa As I oanoot give them their fall subsls- 
teoce even, whence oaa I pay their overdue parting gift 
«nd bounty for eqaipmeot {nalbandi^ ‘t The troubles 
around Delhi have dispersed the bankers of this region s 
hcoce no loan can be raised here.” \8PD. ii. ISO, 131^ 
xri. 193, xrvii. 3-57, 255, 2.^$.] 

§ 11. Sadaskiv Bkau^s finandci rescurcff 
during th$ F^trUpai campaign. 

The Peshwa Lad sent the Bhau off with such small 
f uada ae he oould immediately spare and bad supply 
mented them with two lakhs after a montii. He himseH 
was overwhelmsd with debt (a legacy fromhiafathv) 
and expeoCed the Bbaa to snppc^t hU troopa wi& the 
revenue of ths Maratha ^^ir& in Eludastu aodtho 
tribate due from the Bajaba there, whlob would oiow be 
more promptly paid by reason of Ab Bhiu's presence 
there in overwhelming force. B<rt both these calculations 
went wroog The uotlhen THSsia aat on the feoosy 
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paying ootMag ualeas the Bbao attacked them (wbkb 
waasot ejtpedieat duriag AbdiU’s presence in lodia.) 
^e Peahira's orders were that hts local revenue ofScers 
shotild pay half their actoal collection to the Bbau and 
remit the other half to the Puna treasury. In conse- 
qaeaoe of it, the BhSo received nothing beyond Be. 
2,80,000 (as against 2o lakhs doe on paper from Oovind 
BaJlSl alone.) He wrote to the Pesbtra complaiaiag that 
the raacaliy collectors had taken advantage of the 
Pcehwi’s order and ‘'paid to neither, telling (he Bbact 
they bad transmitted their entire receipts to Puna^ 
and reportang to the Pesbwa chat they bad paid tho 
whole amount to the BhSn I" It is clear that the Bhaa 
tttirdy oisjudgcd die situadoo from his igooraaoe of 
Horth India » he refased to accept Qovind Ballal’sk verj 
reasonable explanation that the Maratba dishicta in the 
Hoib had been too mnch ravaged by the late wars aod 
were now too oonvnised by Abdali’s presence iu force in 
Al^arb to yield their normal revenue. 

All that was remitted to the Bbau by the Marotha 
ooUedors in Hindasten, beades the above Be. 2,80,000,. 
was 4.2 lakhs which reached Bare Shankar at Delhi on 
l?tb December, and oot of which only Be. 1,10,000 waa 
aafely conveyed to Panipa^—or a total of Be. $,90,00<lt 
aehaUly rec^ved. Adding to this the 9 lakhs be made 
^oinu^ the remnant of the silver ceiling oi tbc DiwM* 
i-hhif of Dalbi and th« 7 iakbs of booty aecured ah 
Evjpiai, as also the Bs. 2,86,000 received at Sirockj 
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and the lakb or less of stsrtbg gift at Fatdur,—hia 
total reodpts duriog this entire campaign of 
just under ten mootba was about 22Vs lakhs. But bis 
iD^thly expenditure ran to $Vs lakha for the first four 
inontba and a half, seven lakhs for the next two moDths 
and a half, and about ten lakbs daring the 1 sat three 
zconthsj^or a total of over 72 lakhe, t. e., more tiian 
three times hia inoome. And this at a time and in a 
conotiy where he had not a single ally nor a single 
banker willing to give him credit [8PD. xzm 254> 
256. Bsj. i. 231.] 

§ 12. The Bhau’a doifigs ut DeUii. 

Delhi palace passed into Maratha bands on 3rd 
August nfiO, but tbe coveted capital of India proved a 
Dead 6ea apple to th^n. It had been emptied by the 
repeated spoliations of ^dir and Abd^i^ and vrfut litfle 
remained bad been taken away by the wasir Imsd-Ql- 
mulk before his digbt. Imid had even sCrippod off a 
portion of the silver ceiling of 8bab Jahan'e Paradise oa 
earth^—the Diwau>l-kbss within the palaoe-fort 
new maetors of tbe imperial city were actnally starvii^ 
Oo 6(h Angnst they write from Delhi* Jb no 

money for paying even one week’s sabastenOe in & 
mood) i oar men and bones are fasting. If wn oonM 
disoover the hidmg-plaoes in the itftt, tw or twenty 
hnns ooald be seonred. Bui we oannot enter the 
female ^artments of the palaoe. "^e Bbau is trylog 
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pertUMioo (ior dlsooFeriog the scerot.]” [SPD. xxvii. 
267, 25a,] 

Oa 6tb Auj^ust the Bhiu took out what reoiaioed 
of Ae ceiliog of the Di^o-i'kbis and coined the en^er 
into oioe lakhs of Bupee?. Tbia sum maiotdned bis 
army for a mooth and enabled him to meet tbe cost of 
feeding the imperial familj and palace servants, which 
was an additiODal bordeo of one lakh a month. On the 
lOtb, which was the Maratha festlTal of the luoar 
ceojonction of the month of Sh^7an> the Bhaa ceremooi- 
oualy bathed at tbe Nigambodb ghat, (near the old 
CilcnUa Gate),—at which holy spot the sages of ancient 
India had sat in relii^oua coos tempi ation and attained 
ic a true knowledge of the Tedaa {Nigama.) He then 
distributed aims to the BribrnaDs and also to the 
Muslim mendicants haunting the Jami Masjid. Jankojl 
Sindbia Tisiled the fort, and sitting down in the 
Ootagooai Tower called for the sons of (be ex^Emperor 
Ahmad Shah and held a whispered conversation * with 
thetti giving them robes of honour and jewelled crests. 
[5PZ?.axvii. 257. DC] 

I^eo, leaving (Taro SbanVar as subabtBir aod qiladar 
of Delhi with a force f for tbe defence of tbe city, tbe 


* tm he try to pump out ot tbea tbe secret of tbe treasue 
bauda witbia tbe pukce, by promiziog u> restore tbeit,bruifib 
to tfa» tiirnie in retuin ? 

f SO, msely says that ths &&a ordered Naro Sbsoksr to 
enBst tnlMiay for &e ganisoo. Ba|. i. Si? states ibafe h* 
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BbSu loov^d (I2(h Auj^st) to the Shalimur gardens 
near BadJi. This oorChward sdraoce with artiUer^ 
effecti^slj blocked the Bami-ghat to the Rahclsa who 
were tiying to cross the .lamuoa there. The Bhaa lay 
eocamped here for two months, from 12th August to 
lOtb October. But by the sod of Beptember his positioo 
had become intolerable by reason ot the failure of 
bis food and fodder supply and the utter exhauetiou 
of bis funds aod credit. He felt tbat he must remove 
elsewhere, or his eotiie srmy would perish through 
famiue. The swollen Jauiuos forbade any ectioo fa the 
0oab, where hie eoemies were coooentrated, till the 
river should become fordable again at the end of 
October at the earlieet He bad, therefore, as early as 
the hrat week of September, begun to thick of advacciag 
north and attacking £uojpara. 

§ 18. The Bhau captwes Kur^pura. 

This fortified town commanded the ferry over the 
JamunS on the road from ElaruSl aod formed a naost 
oonveoieot half-way honae for the passage of reiofcdlCft* 
mats and provisions from Sarhind (then U Afghu 
poeeeesioo) to Abdali’s camp in the upper Doah Its 
m ester was i^ejabat Khan Bohela, z 
Daring the Durrani invaeioa of Juiuary 17 b?, be used 
to drees bis lodiso foliowen like fha QfsiilABhes aud 


piawd coder N. S. 9,000 &ot sad 8,OGO boree (eridntty loesl 
Rcratts) and some nsferM. 
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rob cuavaaa oo tbe graod trunk road between Labor 
aod Delhif giviag oat that these were Abdali’e soldiers 
[Hiflkin, 133], whom Qooe durat resist His castle was 
«robbers’ den where other Afgbaa freebooters and 
Abdali ageate of that tract used to lodge their bootj 
aod 6ad a secure asflum io oeed, Eaormoua quantities 
of graio were stored here for the Sbab’s army across 
the JamuDa. 

Ibe conquest of Kunjpunl was absolutely necessary 
if the was to cut Abdali'a commucicationB with 
his ooooOy aod briag hicn to an actioo oq the west 
bank of the Jamuoa. The Mara^ chief’s plan wSs to 
eaiptore Sariund (as had beea done io Bagbunath's 
oaiapttga in March 1758)> joio Ala Sbgh aud other 
Indian saimodara of tbe oiS'Satlaj r^ioa and rouse 
theoa against Abdaii, as the first step towards dririog 
the foreign invaders out of the Paoj^. Such a poUoy 
r e quire d at its very outset the destruotioo of tbe enemy 
dsfot at Cnajpura, But tbe strongeeC aUuremeDt of 
Enajpum ftft the eteving and baokmpt arny of the 
BbSu was that tins plaoe was stored full with provisions 
aod mon^ beiooging to Abdaii and his partssaos, aed 
yet the flooded tir«* would defeat every attempt of 
Abdaii or 29apb to coqm to its aid. 

The Shau started on this «nt«pdee. Prom his 
osap at lAltfi (3 suks so^ of Gaosor) he seat back 
Kiai Puiudar^ and Zp^ji Jedav Bao to Delhi, and 
these two aganfia, on Friday the lOthof Ootcd>«r, d^>oeed 
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the tiCuUr Shah Jahao II, proclaimed Ali Oaahar as 
Emperor under ^e title of Shah AUm II, struck coins 
ia bia same, aod iostalled h;a eldest eon Mirsa Jamu 
Bakbt io the Diw&n*i-kbaB as hia Heir and vfoai. Thej 
also conferred the waairship oo Shuja-ad'danlah i/s 
<ibsiiXtia, in the hope of luring him aifay from Abdali’e 
(Saj. i 2o&, 259. DO. Biyar, iii. 67.] 

Having etreogchened hie base at Delhi and lo 
fancied securltj about hie loog^teoded line of 
ooTDtDuaicatioQ along the west bank of the Jnmnoa 
for a month to come, the Bhau arrived before ICnaJpore 
in the evening of 16th October. Outaido the were 
encamped Abdue Samad Hban (the Dunani governor 
of Sarhind) and MBn Quti) 8bah (the preceptor and ally 
of the Indian Ruhelas, whose brigandages have been des¬ 
cribed in Cb. 13, §15) with abont 2,000 meo. There 
were at least 8,000 more fighters within. The immense 
Maratha host halted for the night, encircling the cUy, 
and early ne:ct rooroiog advanced to attack the Afghan 
camp outside. Ibi«him KHo Oardl with hU artalleiy, 
supported by his eight regiments cl foot>moaketeer 8 ,i 0 i 
the van. Abdus Samad and Qutb issued from th^ 
tents aod tried to* charge the hlarathae, but the withacing 
fire of these disciplined troops broke their ranhe up be¬ 
fore they could oooxe to close quactere. Abdua Samad 
-was shot dead, and Qotb wounded. The remnant of 
fliexr troops fied to tise gates and demanded 
'entrance whioh HejSbat IThaa at first refused, as he 
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trembled at the deadly power of the Maratba army which 
be bad witfietaed from the walla. After a long wraogU 
liiey iodoced him to open the gates by threateoing 
Abdali'a wrath if he refused them help. But the Maiatbas 
bad now arrived close behied tbo fugitives and entered 
the city peli^mell with theos. Thus Euojpari fell into 
Maratba bands at ooe blow. Evidently there was mjxod 
street fighting as the Afgbaoa defended their homes, be¬ 
cause the Marathas admit nearly a thousand casualties on 
tbeii side (but no officer slain.) The booty secured was 
faBxaeoae)—$,000 honee, besides all tbe camela and guns 
focmd in tbe for^ Two bondred thousand maunda of 
w^teai and o^er goods of a total vaJne of 10 lakhs, and 
six aod a half lakhs of Etupees in casb came to ^e 
pablio treasury, i^ile the aoldiere and oamp'foUowers on 
the day of the assault looted much property in the bouses. 
8o vast waa the qnantity of tbe captured provisidoa that 
tbs Maratha troops were paid their weekly sabsisience io 

Bbaa halted at Euujpoia aeveo days, oele> 
Iwating tbe Basabara festival (10 Oot) with great ezut* 
tadoD and pomp, asd Egging up the doors of houses io 
Kwrob of bni^ bwasore.* Besidea Abdtts Sazaad 
nho bad fallto io the plau oaCatde, Nejabat Khan di ed 
of hie woaada io captivity. A stwner fate waited* on 

• fibm^a mptiM of Eoakeuir-Ad I SK (meagij daied)^ 
no. 2S. tI. aPtf. nf. HA 1$$, ^ SJttM m. 
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Mian Qutb Shah, who had fled wounded to the and 
been s^ed. Kine months ago, when Dattaji Sindhia lay 
wouoded writhing on the held of fiarari*gbat, Qutb 
Shab hod serered bis head and carried it away in 
triumph to the Afghan camp. He bad shown no mercy 
to a fallen foe, and in bis day of defeat he oonid upeot 
aooe< So, he opened hie mouth in abase of the 
Maratbaa when brought as a prisoner to their camp, and 
was sentenced to death,with torture, according 
to one account. The aeoered heads of Sacnad and Qutb 
were placed on lances aud paraded in triumph through 
the Maratha camp, and, as we cau easily imagine, specially 
in.the bo^ar of the Siodhia coutiogent Two boos of 
Nejabat were oapturCd io the fort aud taken with the 
Maratha array to Panipat. Only one son, Dilir Chan, 
who was absent, escaped a))d lived to recover his fatfaeria 
seat. 


§ 14. Sadashiu Bhan oo/ncs Ic PanipfU. 

After a week’s bait atKuojpurS for dicing out buried 
treasure, looking after his uumerous wounded, arraogio^ 
for the proper care and transport of hU vast booi^ in 
grain and animals, and setting up bis own outpost In the 
captured fort, the Blmu on 25tb October started for 
Eurukahetra, 30 milee to the north. He had covered 
QQ}y half the way, when next day at Ta^ftri, near the 
scene of ^baji Smdbia'e repoise ten mockha ago, ho- 
learnt that AbdSIi had Grossed the Jam ana at BagbpaL 
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aod fttriped ae Sooepat (two dajs earlier), thus cuttiog 
his oomtDUDicatioo with Delhi aad the South. The Bb&u 
^niaediatelf tamed baok to meet the eoemy, reached 
i^cijAton 2dth October aad halted to learn of tbs 
eaeiDT'e poeitioo aod plsae more clearly. Oo the 1st 
of NoTstaber the Afghan arci 7 was sighted seveo miles 
sonth of his. positioD,* and the long looked for decisive 
ooatest at last begaa. 

§ 15. Abdaii encamps m ike Doab, his policy, 
March'Oetobcr, 1760. 

We shall now turn to the invader^s camp aod see 
'wbat Abdall had been doing b the meaatime. After 
orttahmg Malbar’s rearguard near Sikandribad ia the 
morel ag of 4th March 1760, and sweepiog the Marathas 
out of the upper Doth, he sacked and occupied the 
of Soil (modern Aligarh) about Ibe 26tb aod laid siege 
to ite fort (then aamed Bamgarh), which was held 
by ^orjaa Sal on behalf of Suraj Mai. Tlie Jat Rajah 
3iad stroo^y fortified it and stocked it with provisions 
artillery and munitions, wishing to make it a second 
Kumbher for the defence of hie traos-Jamuoa possessions. 
He naturally expected the place to hold out for many 
mot^a j but in the meantime Abdali’s roving dataduaeote 
•drove out the ^ posts along the eastern side of the 
Jo a nna in the BaUndahahsr distinct, so as to bring the 
•entire Doab into the haods of his faithful Ka|ib. 


8PV. b 1 19i tW. Ba|. i 306. gsihiil^ <sTse&) 
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The garrison of Aligarh, b^iog thus cut off froiaal] 
hope of aoccour from their brethren vest of the river 
and remembering the aussaore at BallabbgarU after its 
capture bv Abdali in March 1757, capitulated within a 
'fortnight, and this unexpected reverse greatly damped 
the spirit of Sura] Mai. The Rajah now sent an agent 
to Abdalitobeg for terms; the victor demanded 45 
lakhs. [26th April. DC. Wendel 79*80. Hu$ain Sfiahi, 
62-63. Nor-ud-din, 32. Miskio, 310. Dtuuf. 76-77.1 

If Ahmad Shah had been left to himself, be would 
have immediately gone bac^ to Qandaluir, in order to 
avoid tho Indian summer which had killed off huodrede 
of bis soldiers daily in 1757. His task in India was 
done by the middle of April; he bad annihilated the 
Maratba power ia the Kortb, slain DattSji SiDdbia, 
routed Malbar Hoikar, captured Delhi, cleared the 
upper Doab of every enemy of the Rahelas, and brought 
the Jat Bajah to promise tribute. It only remained for 
him to coslirm the work of bit sword by ioviting SbaU 
Alam II to take the throne of Delhi with the loysl 8bujS 
as his wazir. This expedition, unlike that of 1767, had 
brought lo no Hch tribote or booty, and the iavader 
'was hard pressed for money to feed his soldiers with.- 
But lUjib Khan begged him hard not to abandon the 
Indian Afghans to the mercy oi the vast army that Aa. 
Peshtre was saodiog to raCrleve his pceadge id tha 
Korth ; be even cootributsd ten lakhs of Bopeea in cash 
to meet Abdali's war cbaigea and also undertook to 
18 
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supply b)B amy, if it rcmfiined in the Do5b^ with 
proviaioos from bis csUtee there Aad eAst of the Cranges. 
Thai it happened that as the rainy season approached^ 
Abdali made up hia miod to go into cantonments near 
Aligarh. Here graea and bamboo huts were coosinioted 
for hie armv and tents were brought from the Delhv 
imperial stores by writing to bis agent there^ Yaqub AJi 
Kbao. [DC. Nor-nd'din, 81>32a.| Each side now begaia 
to beat up for allies. 

From this camp Abdali sent HalisRahmat Khac^ 
to Mathura (16th May) to settle terms with Suraj Mal> 
and xf posnble with the Maratbas also. We have seen, 
bow this embassy failed thiongh tbe blind greed of tbe- 
Manthaa, and Hails returned to the Shah {e. 20 Jnoe.^ 

$ 16. Boifi $hur<i^ud^ulah wqh 

over to Abdaii’e suU, 

hlawab of Oudh possessed by far the stroogest 
army aod best astsliery is HoHhen India. His Gosaia 
troops were the moM raoklass fighters among the Hindna 
asid ionaed a compact t^th^y corps of ten thousaad 
hone and foot, and he bad beaidee a namber of able and. 
devoted Sfaia olSoera in hia eervioe. Each side held 
OQi to Shoja the bait of makiog him the wasir of Delhi 
•her plaeug Shah Alam oo the impariai tbtooe.* On 
behs)f of Abdali, BCalika^-^amaai, the bonoored widow 

t“ m, i7», la®. ift, i«, as, at bpd. a. w. imak. 

% Jte. m Oeefc AoU, 66. M9M srr. 
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of the Kioperor MubeiomAd bbab, visited ShujE, and 
later Jnhao Kbaa (the Durrani cotPvandeMn-obief) and 
}^ajjb Khan (the invader’s plenipotentiary in bis Indlaa 
diplomacy.) The Bhau tried hard, by means of speoiaJ 
aubassadors (Shyamji Ranganatb) and persooal letters 
to oouoteraot this move. He assured 8buj£ that It was 
the duly of both of them to bring about the restoratioo 
of the Timarid dynasty at Delhi aud that the hfarathas' 
sole aim was to administer the empire in coocert with 
him in Che way best for all. But it was well kaowa that 
Maralha support alone had enabled Iroid-ul-CDulk to 
murder two Emperors and all but succeed io killiog a 
third ; henoe, the Bbiu’e present anxiety for the glory 
aud welfare of the Delhi royalty was hardly couvinciug. 
He next appealed (o ShujI’s mother in the name of (he 
old friendship that bad existed between the Maratbas 
and her husband. But she could aot forget that tbe^ 
bad, ever eiuce bis expulsion from the waairship, 
backed Imad, the mortal enemy of the house of Oudh 
and of the Shia aeet io general. 

Sbuja^s clear-sighted advisers saw that the victory of 
tbe AbiUii king would in uo way injure their maeter's 
interests, while a Maratba trinmph would be ruiQOii9 tl; 
him. Ahmad Sb^, as every one knew, was determined 
not to live la India nor create an Indian empire of hia 
own i be was sure to go away after hla lodisn expedi- 
UoDS, leaving Delhi and its govern meat io the hand a of 
his iDdo-Muslim supportsca But tbe Maratbas were 



m 


FAU* OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE [CH. XX 


of tbe land, their nortberu acnbUion wae bouiid- 
leee eod had been fully unmaeked slxioe (hair Delhi 
expedition of August 1757. They had beeri openly 
dem^ding the surrender of Bhuja’e most hcratiFO citier, 
AJlehabad and Benares, and he had barely iDsoaged to 
evade compliance with this demand np to now, but could 
not hope to practise his dalayiag tactics for ever. Their 
design to anoez Bihar as soon as they would be free 
from their eRtaoglemeat with Ab^U, had been publicly 
avowed in 1759, and once in possession Bihar, they 
were snre to seize Sbuja’e province of Allahabad, which 
would otherwise have interposed a troublesome alien 
we(^ between their territories east and west of it. It 
was therefore 8hiiji*8 true iutareat to defeat the Maratha 
designs in the NorEh. 

When Kajib Sbao oo hia diplomatic iniesiou from 
Abdali reached Oanauj oo the Ganges, Shoja camo to 
the opposite bank at fllahdigaQj. An envoy of such 
eoited taak was entitled .(o the highest respect and 
attention oo personal grouods. Najlb waited oo Bhuja 
and presented AbtfiU's letter soliolttog an alllaace with 
him. In reply (he NawSb showed him the Bhiu'e letter 
viuGh pedotod out the friendship of the Peehwi with 
Shaja’a late father and urged the duty of the two to 
atBstate the Emperor of Deihi by expaUiog the foreign 
bvadei ttom India and glvii^ the imperial Chaacellor' 
ship to £^^a« the ex'wasir's 9^ Najtb, <» the othsr 
band, prassed A* Kawab of Oe^ to aide with Ahoad 
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Shah la tbia conflict bet wee q Iglam aod itiiidcUtf. 
8hij}£ wag at (^rat loth to coinmit himself, and proposed 
to remaia neutral. He was a notorious profligate and 
drunkard, oursed iu the lap of unimaginuble luxury and 
extra^aganoe from his childhood upwards, and he 
naturally preferred ease sod enjoyment at Lucknow to 
the hardships of a campaigo. His family feared lest 
Ab<mi should still be haxbounog viadiotlTe feelings 
towards the House of Oudh for Safdar Jang's victory 
over bicn at Manupur io 1748, or that the Durrani nobles 
should insult him when he was once in their power. He 
was Xodia-boru, and such men are regarded with con¬ 
tempt by the natives of Persia and A%haaisMA 
(rilayeUiO.) Above all, ha was a Shia> while the Abdalf 
was a Snooi champion. Therefore, life In the AbdaJi 
camp threatened to be intolerable for him, 

These raieglvings were answered by Najtb, who 
pledged bis honour and took the most solemn oaths to 
assore Shuja of the fullest safety and honour if he 
visited AbdSli. The ambssssdor warmed up and 
exclaimed, "What have you to do with the noblea in 
Ab^Ii’s camp ? God be my witness that ii tha SlSh 
hiineelf frowns at yoor Highaess, I shall immediately dig 
bis two eyes out. If 1 do not do xt, I am not my father^ 
son. There are lakhs of Afghans in India; coorider 
them aa youi servante. If aoy other envoy had come 
and yon bad rejected hta message, 1 ^oold not have 
complaiflsd. But as I have come, putting my faith io 
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your listen to my vords. Do ooe of two tbiiig^a 
DOW: either go to AbdSli’d aide, or here ia my ds^er 
and here my nock ^ cut it with year own hand. If you 
80 do^, I shall give >*ou a writlog, sealed wirh my seal, 
absolviog you from the con8e<^ueBoefi of my murder.^* 
His persisteQce and ropatatioQ for ainoerity overcame 
ShiijS's fears aod heslUticm, and the Nawab of Onih at 
last agreed to go if Kajib conM bring for him a aigoed 
safe-conduct sad the robe of iovestitore as imperial 
waxir from Abdali. 

The successful ambassador torned back to Eoil 
(begioDii^ of Jaii&) AbdSH sent the required letter and 
proaiiae, aod Shnja after some farther waveriog aod ao 
attempt to go towards Bihar and join Shah Alam (who 
had been defeated by tbe Englieh) Ho ally cast his lot io 
with AbdaU. His mother, the imperious daughter of 
BurlSci-ul-iDulk Sadat Khao, who watched over him 
like a guardian angel, had been most doubtful about his 
safety among tise ha&ed Afghans and the wisdom of 
alieoating the hlarnthas. Sis old officers, true to the 
tnditioiis of Safdac dangle tuw^ hed spoken in support 
of a Maratha aUiaaoe. Bat aii had failed before Hajib. 

Escorted by 7,000 pieked horsemen and a devoted 
Oosaio corps with a good park of artCllery, 6huja made 
a star^ early in ^oly, for fte Ab^U camp at Aoupshahar. 
Sooae caties outside the piaoe> he was welcomed la 
adeanoe by Sbih Wali S^an tbe Dumnl wasir aad thea 
ooficbeeted to AhnaSd ^eseaoe (IS dtdy), where 
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was received with the lugheet boiioiue nnd given 
<lie title of tiiat eovcreigo’e aoci, F\v :aiul E/t&n. * 

This was the most spleodid diplomatic success of 
Jisjib. The Maratbos now had not a siogle Delhi 
;e;randee left on cbeir side. 

§ 17. Abdaii‘6 diffieulHes dwiruj his encanpumt m 

tli4 Doah ; Kajib's ssnicea. 

When the rainy season fully set in (during July), 
Abdali removed froie the neighbourhood of Aligarh to 
ibe high ground on the west bank uf the Ganges at AnufK 
ahahai* and cantoned tbero. The swollen river aod rain- 
soaked plains made the movement of troops impossible 
before next October, and Abdali, wishing to lessen the 
pressure on the food and fodder supply of hia ocighbour- 
liood, allowed the Rulielas to go back to their homes 
beyond the Qaagea for two months (August sod 
September.) Throughout these two months peace talks 
weot on between Sbuja and the Blmu, but nothing 
resulted from them, es the Bhau'a head had been turned 
by his capture of Delhi and he refused to agree to say 
reasonable compromise. The ioteUigeoce he was 

• GoTifid Bsllil iron Hrwa, 10 m. a of Qju»«4 ^ 

*50 Aog.) the foUoiviDg intelligeaee : The day iN«c Onus's ani«l 
at Aoapshshiir Abdali <Ared to r?e bim iorerttete as wsrir, 
bnt the former replied, 'Who ii ihe Hkoparw T Whose waor am 
I going to be? Yon sit on the Imperial Ibroos end I sball enrre 
yon as vasir. Why a» yon cnekifig me ridicolons by pviog me 
she robes of an office withont tbs fanottone t' fKaj. i. 236.] 
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from tbe Afghan camp during the rainy season 
eoafirmed bis belief that tKo inva^og army wonid ba 
Starved into surreoder or dissolve through inUmal 
diasoosion. Por, during these twu months and a half 
Abdali vras really in a difficult and alarming posiUon. 
Tfift army was saved from disaster only by bis iron will 
and ioflueoce over his troops, Najlb's unfailing loyalty 
and resourcefulness, and tbe eato strategic position wbiob 
the invaders bad obosen in tbe upper Doab with no 
Mismy left near them on the land side, their western 
fetnh protected by the raging JamunS and eastoro flank 
borderii^ on the fertile aod friendly coentries of the 
Sob^ae and Sbtija. Bnt he needed money for feeding 
Ue treopfl. Faadoe prioee were then ra^og, and, 
m a Uaratha officer wrote, it cost Rs. 200 to 
maintain a trooper and bis horse for a month. Tbe 
D^h had been ravaged by almost unceasiog war and 
nb^ioQ evsr sisoe 176$, aod large tracts of fsrcile 
o cMfl try had la^wed into the jQ«^e. Tbe provisions for 
tbe Afghan army liad to be bonght ie distant places like 
ibe Abhafi aod JCarnal dis^rletB and Robxlkhand aod 
Oodb, aod tsansportod at heavy cost to Anopshahar. 
Ae few lakhs paid by were eeoe exhacsted, and 
Ahmad Shah had io press the Indian Bohelas for 
eonkibutioo, sayii^; chat he bad eome not to found ao 
e«i{nre for huoael^ ^ ^ riaoae them fmo the Marathas. 
They pleaded poveKy. 

He next tamad to 8k«^ who was reputed to ba the 
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riebesC prioce in Bindustau after tlie Jac llajab. Early 
io August he told the ^anab, *Yoa arc a grandee, with 
two i^Toree' worth of territory under you. lam hard 
pressed by the mcreaaiug arrears of my eoldiers’ pay. 
Make some arrangement for it.* The request was a 
veiled threat of extortion, and 8buji in consequence 
had a rupture with Najib who bad induced him to come 
within Abdali’s clotchea, aod the Nawab in hU inoer 
council repented of haviog chosen Ibe Afghan side. In 
addition to this waot of monev and foodstuffe, the 
mooaoon months are unusually uchealthy in the D^b. 
]q tbe cantonments at Anupsbahar ten theu^aod of his 
horses camels and mules bad perished of disease by the 
midddle nf September, and more were dying duly. 
(Ra). t 247, 246.1 

To a^ravato these difficulties, backsliding appeared 
among his lodo-Mualim allies except the one constant 
Kajib ; Sbuja sulked in his tents repeotiog of having 
joined Abdali; the timid Ahmad Bangash aod Sadullab 
BubeJa of f^mpur, alarmed by the Maratba conquest 
of Delhi, began to iotrigae secretly with the Bban and 
his agent in tbe middle Dcab, Govind Ballal; somk 
Turki troops of Abdali (Miskin says the remsaot of 
tbe Sindagk merceoaries) left his camp in disappoint^ 
meat and offered their ser^castotbe Maxatbas. [Raj. 
i. ^36, 2$7, 244.] Bat* the Bbau could not takq^ 
wAVkoU^ of this distress of his euemy ; he had no clever 
and energetic lieotenant act any efSoient troops in the 
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Doib. Tb« fat old rcveouO'OOl lector Goviad BallSl 
hifi rabble retainers could do uotbing greater than 
tabjng petty mud-forte from the ram!odera and their 
rostio miUd'a. He could not e'veo lead forays into the 
4 jadcfeoded traue'Oanges couatry, as the bitter ex pedeoce 
•of his attempted raid an Najibabad and disastrous flight 
in November 1759 (noder Dattajl's orders from Sbnkartal) 
was sUlI fresh in hie memor)'. 

§ 18. Abdali erossf^s ai Ba^kpet aiid marches fo Pnnipaf. 

Abdali, Kkea Teterao general, grimly set Ins teeth 
Acd kepi his army together, tail bis cbaoce came towards 
thaeodof OctobK. By reasoo of the flooded Jamuni 
ke kid Qot been able to raUo a finger to save Delhi or 
S^D^Dia. And DOW the ma^aacre of his partissas in 
the latter dty ronsed him to the fury of impotent rage* 
* When the sack of HnujpDra was reported to Ahmad 
8h«b, bis hmJti was ioflai&ed to the extreme. Calling 
lue A.^ttii geaerais together he told them that he could 
Gkot beer it that while he was alive A^an people should 
be eo diehoQOiireii^ |Nnr>ad-dtD, 115^.] Be bad moved 
to ShSbdaca» faoiog D«&i> sometime at the beginning of 
Ootobtf, <Kily b> look helplsesly across the Jamais till 
the river shoold became fordable again. Tke fall of 
Zewipota foroed Ms hands. On the 80(h of that mooth 
he ttarobed oortfawirds aod arrived wUhio four toe of 
Bighpat Here he halted for foar days to find oat if 
Iks liver ooold be fMded. Some of his Dun&us who 
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drove thoir borsee into tlio river tor discovei'tog rt 
fordable passage were swept away by tlie current and 
drowned. His Iiido-Muslim allies, with aJl tbeir local 
knowledge aod infioouce, failed to provide a guide. So, 
the Shah fasted aod praved to God for two days, 
aad OB the third a ford was at last found. This 
miraculous reward of his piety roused the eotbualaam 
of tbe arny to the higlieat pitch. The narrow passage 
across was lined with pests to mark it ofT from tbe deep 
water on tbe two sides, where meu and horses would be 
drowoed. The vaoguard plunged into tbe river on 
25Lb October, the dav following tbe full moon, and 
reached the other bank iu safety. 

The Shah himself followed (2(jtb) when half the 
army had crossed over. The liver bask oa the otb^r side 
was bo^y and bad been ohuroed into a sticky mud pool 
by the passage of thousaods ; bat tbe numberless Jhau 
busbes irowiog ocar were cut by the willing hands of 
tbe soldiers,-^the grand wa;;ir setting tbe example,—and 
thrown in to form a dry landing place. Some boats 
were seised on the weBtera bank aod these were 
employed io ferrying the camp baggage and beavy* 
armameat over. Three days were occupied in oomplet* 
ing thecTos^g for the whole army. Owing to tbe bany 
and tbe crowd, some thousands of men were drowoed, but 
the Maratba grand army was at last caught in a trap.* 

» Shah forda Jannoi at Bftghpat.—EaahirSj (beat.) fiC Nur* 
nd-difi, $e47. 129. /wad 188. Eaj. I. 2^0. 26t. 
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On the 27tb the Shih beg&o his edvaoce from the 
tfdst back of the river. At an apper ferry east of 
SoQepat a Mantha palroJ, lees than a thousand etroog, 
mostly second Has troops or miiitianiea,**^waa posted 
to oppose aoy Afghan attempt at crossing. They were 
keeping watch in their usual slack and sleepy way^ when 
4^00 Durrini horac under Shah Paaaod Eban, guided 
by Najib’e raea^ surprised them by hard riding aod cut 
off the entire force. That night the Shab slept ia 
Fakhra’s garden^ two miles north of Senepat city. 
(Har-ud'diD, DC] "On the 28cb, at three quarters of the 
day, ibe Mantha vaogaacd [really advaoced patrols] 
wen malted near Sarai SambbalkS. From our side a 
force weot to meet them and a battle was fought, with 
two to three thoosand casualties io the two armies taken 
together,—but more on the Maratba side and less cu the 
DoirSni. In the evening the Marathas retreated aod 
tbe Shah's detachmsot fell book to their place of 
eamptf^." ffiiebtrijj. Tin Shah thee advanced to 
Oaaaor ($ miles north of Boeepat and 8 miles soath of 
SuiMUS), when be hinted fee ^ree days (28-30 Oct), 
sod 00 the 8lot r eac hed Sai^balks, 12 miles eouth of 
Faoipat Oa let ^vembsr h« arrived five miles aearer 
to Panipat sunI setibWahsd eoataot with the main enemy 
loi'n boldlog that tvwo. 
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I, TVtf Hlrev/lU of the <iw tvinios at Panijtai. 

According to Zasbiraj pADdit, Abmad 5b«h took a 
muster of his arm/ one d&y before tbe Desahari, ».&» oti 
18th Occober, 17S(X which showed 41,800 horse and 38,000 
foot uuder his baaners. He continues, after giTiog* the 
strength of each coneingenC in detail, ‘‘Tbaae made altogetiier 
40,000 horse and 40,000 foot. Out of tbia total, 30,000 
cavalry and 10,000 infanery (composed of the heroic 
b'ger-cuba of Kabul) and two thousand calnel^wiTels 
belonged to the Shah, and the rest to his Indian aUlea.'' 
This totalling must be considered ns a rough ou^ as it 
does not quite agree with the detailed numbers he bimself 
has given before; in tbe details he has missed out tbe 
10,000 KabuU Infantry whose name occurs also In tbe 
accouol of the battle, while the Indc^Muslim auziliai^ 
total 51,000 against tbe 40,000 which would be left to them 
if in an army of 80,000 tbe Durranis numbered 40,000. 
Four thousand infantry, each carrying a samborak, were 
mounted on 2,000 camels; these nod tbs gunners serving 
AbdsU'e 70 to 80 pieces of cannon aie evidently Incladed 
ia Che above total of 40,000, though in that age ^ 
musketeers were placed under the aitiUery department and 
not counted among tbe cavalry or infantry. 

We may, therefore, ualra It aa approrimately oorrect that 
AbdalJ’s hghtiog force was divided Into two equal halves of 
About 40,000 men eaob,-'-ehe Durrani potion (including the 
oam^ corps and nnspecified lafsntry) being oomposed of 
90,000 horse and 10,000 foot, and the of the 
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«am« number of rodo, but io the inrerBe proportioD of 
boree to foot, namol^ 10,000 and 60,000 roapeecively. Tbe 
Indian RuWa arm? oontistad preponderantly of foot 
moaketoera. 

Tbe Bbau held bia muster a day latar, which showed 
65,000 hoTM and 15,000 foot (including 9,000 diadplmed 
sepoys under Ib^bim Kban Girdi), or a total strength of 
60,000. 

Aj for the irregulars^ on Ahmad Sbab'a sida "they were 
four times tbe number (of the regular Donani troops 
DMlioaed abore], end their horses and Hrma were yery JtUle 
iotoior tc those of the regular BurTanis. In acdon it was 
tbair ooatoin» uninedlacely after the regulars bad charged and 
beokm the «Ma7, to fall up» them sword in band, and 
eoapieta tixa rook All the Durranls were men of great 
bodOy almglh, and thelc horaee of tbe Tuiki breed; nafurally 
eery haniy a&d Rodered aiil more ao by contiDual ezerciee.’’ 
[Eashhai. On ihe Maratba side there were 15,000 

Fibdharis (<!Aorphori and &d ituov,) These were employed 
in nnaaoldog the battla-dald and eeixcbiog for the woundecf 
ot thear aid^ after ^ fighiang was oyer, and they could not 
Aatfoet he osad aa reafoiaBiMaite to torn the tide of aa 
obVDM&ly eoaSi tt ed bstta, In bck tbair valour was* 
isasi m\ foe Qaamed peasteSa dafanodese women, and 
fooseoce solitary sfraggfor^ and they were more of a danger 
to tbeir oin empfoyaet <by «li&g up ^ ayeilable grain and 
gcaae anii^y of the aetghbotufanod) than to ihefr foes, 

The abows dgnna, thowgh oortwea for Igtfa October 1760^ 
wma toodieed to a geen echBt m bkn baSie of 14th January 
17f I. mm waatogw af war hutweeu tbsea swo dates did Doa 
enetly autoei eaeh o^^ hse ans a 0) itm k^mtba 

as Raa^na. aoMS 800 to 2 , 90 l» store sot sto eff b (h^ 
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L>iiiTADi arnijf u ^ latter did not pariiupato m ibat Agbi, 
(ri) in tbe intervening two and a balf nionlba’ akirznisbingr 
the BbSu’e losses eseeedeci those of the ^hah by oa^half or 
even twxbirds, end 0^0 Ahmad Shah received remforcements 
from home a month before the final battle, and this body 
may be safely estimated at ahotu 8.000 men [viz., 2 , 0 (» 
regulars and OiOOO Irregulars or more correctly raw recruits 
and apprftotioee.) These last were really soldiers In the 
makiog, bom Hgnters, only laokiog in the dledpHne and 
experience of Ibeir rogiilar bretbreo. 

Hence, the otlds against eba Mnrathas at Pantpat were 
approximately 80,000 against 40,000 actually present in the 
Aeld; but bahind the Afghan Rghtlng line there were about 
80,000 second class troops as against 16,000 Pinclhnria Above 
all, a famished army on lean half dead court try inaros met the 
Anist cavalry in Asia, mounted on thorough*bredt purohaee<1 
straight from their breeding grounds in Khumsen and Trans- 
Oxiana,and the most efficieoS mobllo artillery known in that agSw 

The scale of declucdon from the full strength of tbe 
muster of 18th October necessary in order to get the numbsre 
that actually took part lo the battle of Panlpet, can be 
correctly inferred from KashirSj’i own admiseion; ay., 
Kajib brought to that field only irf ,000 men, against the 
26,000 he bad passed at tbe muster; and Sbuja fought ac 
tbe head of 3,000 oen (against 4,000 counted at the mualsr> 
Henc^* a reduoSioo by ou^fourch from tbe fall'master-- 
strength would be well within the truth. 

Kasblraf B detailed figures for tbe Kmu’s musMr of lOtb- 
Ooi are all in ^ousands, never in hundreds; and bis 
number for the total troops of tbe “eeverai smaller bodies^ ’ 
whose captaine were too bomble So deeerre mention by 
name, Is lOiOOl^ This last ie eoch a large said round figure* 
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thtt ic muse b« Jiecrediced baaed on conjecture or >>agft f 
ruiaour aod not on actual counting; I reduce it to i,00(> 
Kafihirlj aavgoee to IbrShicn Kban (on 19 Oct) 
Bise tbouaand foot and two tbouaand horee; but in tbe 
battle be gieee Ibrobim only nine battalion« of Aepoya A 
Fnoch battalion (forming one regiment) in tboae daye bad 
a normal strength of one thousand infantry only. |£. M. 
Lbyd’s Raif.tr of ihi tiisiory of Tnfanirti, 119.) Hence, bie 
acCoal atrength, alloning for the wastage of tbo tJdgir 
campaign, was about 3,000i or 900 men i>er battalion which 
would ooireapond exactly to the Haratbi report from 
Patdur (Rbari, L p. 32) that be started with S^CiOO sepoys. 
I otcoot explaiu the 2000 horse asugned to the Oardi; 
DO other writer mentions such a force, dot do they 
figure at all ia Kashiraj’s deailed story of tbe battle. I am 
aue that if they reached Pauipat, thsy iitust bare been 
reduced to 'unmounted men* by tbe pnTstions of the sie ge. 
No doubt, be bad originally contracted for euceriiig tbe 
Pashwa'e eerrioe with 12 battalians, each normally contaiciiog 
a thousand men. 

Bltehiral Pandit is the beet authority on tbe campaigQ 
of Panipa^ la vhioh he was ptessnt thioughouL No other 
ndfeor oia he eaa agm uat him id point of autheotioity. Styv, 
Ncu'^d'dsa and other later wr itu re glTO grossly ezaggeraied 
uua bwe— n u I m i n atiag ia the BVa lakhs of troops and 
$X0O0 G^exdis seeigued to the Bhau by bid. Jafar Sbloiiu ( 
Shacnln, who was preeeas lb ebe battle under Sbab Paaaod 
EWfi. glrea that goiwal l^DOO oien. But from the fact 
that this writer's figuiea are iarariahly iaflaSed to at least 
4iiiea tijnea the 1 ocaaidcr it aafer to reduce Shah 

Paaaad'a fnroa to 5,000,~wluQh was the aireogtfa of his 
pattol, a w a xt in g to the more aober Eathinj. 
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Ahmad SbaVs otm troopa, brought from Afghanistan 
and Persia and forming the backbone of bis army, did not 
undergo any material change io tbar numbw during the 
three monthe infierTening between the muster sC .SbAhdara 
and the battle at Pioipatt except for the addltton of the 
aewcomers under HSji Alii Khan (about $>000.) The 
fluctuation was greatest among bis Ind^Muslim alliee, as it 
is defioitaly stated by Kashira) that Kejlb had 15,000 in the 
field (againet ^^000 at the muster) and Sbuja 3,000 (egaiaet 
AOdO.) Accepting this scale of shrinkage and aUomng that 
DO appreciable portion of the Durnoi regular troops was 
kept back to serve as baggage guard in the camp during 
the battle, we can make this fairly approximate calcularioo of 
the forces on the two sides arlualty engaged in the battle, 
counting ^cb line of battle from its left 

DuBBAHT.—[Left wing] Shah Pasaod (riOOO, all horse), 
Najib (15,000, all foot and dismounled eevalry), Sbuja (3,0(X^ 
one-third belog foot-musketeers). [Ceatxe] 8bab ^ali Khan 
'' (19,000 men with 1,000 camel-svriTels). [Right wing] Ahmtd 
Bangash (1,000 footX a small gap, Hafis Rah mat and 
Dosdi Kban (lAOOC^ only ca^fourlb or less being csvalry), 
Amir Beg (Kabuli infantry) and Berkhurdar Kban (Persian 
eSTalry}, these last two together 3,000 men. TbUti 60,000, 

MABams.—[lieft wing] Ibrabim Khan Gardi ^,000 all 
ftMUmusketeera), Dimaji Oaikwid (2,500 borasX Yitta] Shxrdev 
(1,500 horse). [GecOe] some pet^ esptabe (3,000 hone u 
ell), BbSu sod Vishwia Rao wldi the H oos e h ol d Troops 
(13A00). [Right wing] Autaii hfiuakeahwec (1,000 hone), 
SatvoH JadsF <1^00 bone), muior captaina (3,000 bcpis^ 
Jaswaot Reo Pawir (1^). f^isiD^er Bshsdur (U500^V 
Jffikojt eindhia (7,000), hUIbar Holknr ^OOO.) T6UU 46,000, 
19 
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IL ik6 otganixa^n Md of iki Durmni 

end Maroiha Qrm\»* controeled, 

Aiimad Bbaii AbdaJI bfid beea Cmned under (be eyee of 
(begreU Nadir 8bab, 6re» ae bie persoDai atMQdajil nod 
ibea u bie fevourite beuteoank Afier bia maeter’a deatb be 
had iahtfiKd Kidir'e veteran army and Nadir'a BTatem of 
mibuiry diedplcne. The Turka»—whether belonging to the 
tribea loog eeuled in Persia and called ^xiibashes (‘Red 
Gape'} or mercenaries from (b«r oradlo'land in Central A»a, 
—wars not only hardy eoldien and bom boraenxen, but also 
amenable to training and diedplioe in a degree unequalled 
by any other Asiatio race of former timaa and surpassed 
only by die toodsn Japaoeae. ‘Ooder a great captab wbo 
ahaied tAeir cempdife and hardabipa and led them personally 
in battlA and whose bannen were erer Tictortous, base 
uldien were prepared to perform every uertioo, bur every 
hardship and undergo every etrietnees of oootrol and puniab* 
meat almoic to the extreme verge of buman enduianco. 
Nadir’s evict cootnl of hie troops and beir willing- 
mlKDimon rivelled the oondliion of Frsdarich the Qroat’e 
ttmy* Two anmpWs of it are recorded by Aebub (the 
Mer4rote ot the Empevor Muhanunad Sbab) during the 
Pestiaa Qonqwvot'a oocupatfon of Delhi, which contrast 
vividly with tbs dank oonditlon of the Indo-Mugbal 

argiy. 

Ahmad AbdaC ms miy a Jaee9 Nadir ; laee of an 
oripnal emhts, wm^ag m a nsuroirer and acdueving 
kae hrOllaat sbjOms tba ^s mietwr, ao doabt, but sHU the 
co^ Aslatso of that age who enld be at all oompared to 
NAdir b upacsty aad spksk and omtainlyao nnwoctfay heir 
VO hk eo^ and teadilioa. Hie eWee eniuoenenV of 
evder k camp «»d baflUAald. (be rigid poniehaeat of 
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the least disobedience in any eubonlinak^ tbecosErol of 
eyery ofticer's moremente according to the plan of the 
eupreiqe chief, the proper gradation of officers forming an 
unbroken chain beltveen the generalis^mo and the common 
eoldier, the regular tranemission of bia orders by an efficaeot 
elalf orgaoiwtioD^ and abore all the fire control of the 
troop 9 ,-*ffbich distinfuiebed Ahmad Bbah'e army ^ere 
unapproached by any ocher Aaia^c force of Chat age, Above 
all these «fae the transcendecit geniue for nsr and diploma^ 
and tbo covering personalia of cbe master—vho bad deen 
like HIdir from nothing and attained to almost the same 
pre-emineDCe of fortune and invincibUtCy in war. 

The Maratba captaina on the other band, were to a 
man bdmdualistia in spirit and military tactics. Tbefr 
common soldiers and lower olficera alike were refractory and 
bated (Usoipline with the hatred of 'lesser breeds beyond 
the law” who extol lawless caprice as liberty and bowl 
against the dismplined aelf*control and organized team-work 
of a true army or school as the marks of a 'slare nentalfty^ 
and the destroyer of their 4kM vital 

This point mil beeocne quite clear when we contrast the 
rival races that met at PanipaC la respect of ibeir manaer 
of camping, marking and discipline—leaving out of consi¬ 
deration the relative genius of the two supreme chiefs. 

Mabchikq and ENcaarrrNO. 

^he Sbab advanced alone amidst the ranks »f tds 
slavea, riding a borne ... Tbsce were ftmr bodisa of slavso,-^ 
each of AOOO man.'-oae dtrieloa in 600 ^ one hahim^^ 
and one on each nde. £aoh division of them wore a haa 
of a different sCyW It was prohibited bn a alave belos^ging 
to one drrision to ride with aaoChar division; he muec 
ke^ with bia own set ... on pain of severe beating 
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that he was left balMead. They rode fast bones of 
KSbull breed, and guided then, each in his owo sttUioo. 
viA ft gn?e demeftDQur. They moyed at the dieteoce of 
a BGsket^bot from the Shah’s pereoii, all their faces turned 
tovards him. The Sbtdi rode alone in (he middle, with 
an open apace around him. 

The beaaure and the food suppliea, the store of clolhea, 
etCi were carried in the foUowrng manner. On the left flank, 
outside the laaks of the alares, there were 100 camels loaded 
with bread, baked and tbeo dried, 200 camels loaded with 
grab} (sursot) This grain was pren out daily in allotted 
portions ... On the right flank were 300 oamels loaded with 
eiottiee SAd g o a oe la. ... Sooh treasure as there was came 
ie the rear cpf the goard of slavey which followed the 
Shah; it was c arrie d on oanlee ead twoduinped dromedariee. 

ftUh PkSftnd j^han and Jaagi&s Klban, with the 
ware told off to the rear-guard' and held 
oommand over Im moyeoienta. The three thousand slarea, 
who rode in front at adranoe guard, fully armed and ready ,4 
bote each a laoce iriioee bead waa either gilt or s^ITe^plated,' 
haring a deeocaied and fringed pennant... It was wondrous . 
aa a padea in springtime and a sight worth beholding. 

Use eamp of ibe 6bah was pitched in two portions The 
firet was the male and the otiier the female quarters. 
Between the two was an ^ec space of about the width 
of 2 or 3 snows' Sight (Tlie part of Ae male camp] iriiere 
tbe eat was s^lad Kkarfoh, and where die office 
tfOnbes ware plaoed wa* otUad Bvefa^dKoh. la the ecreeos 
af the Sk^fSk, fadftg Ibe XksifakaAoA there was one large 
•stnMe of wood.... At eecA «£ the two wiogs of due 
fkanrr etnod a Urge etudud la ft gold^abtwUred soarlet 
hnedflUlh aorer. From ^ top of each Btaodard bung a 
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bow np»dd dowQ ... (to which sigonls for a haU or a 
march on the next day were attached)" 

, (fVom Che diary of Samin la AbdaJi's camp near 
Ballabbgarh ia March 1767. India/i Antiquari;, 1907, pp. 6548.] 
Among the Mtiraihai: '*01x1010 for marching’ are ei^ified 
by (notes) to the chief Cains and promulgated by a 
cryer to the army the preceding nighi And about four 
the eosalng morning the signal for moying b giyea by the 
great nanbai or drum, oa the second beats og of which tiie 
Binii^la (QuarCer-ntaster General) sett oat with the Peehwa’s 
dag, escorted by his own corps. ... Wich hitn proceed parties 
from all the different obieftaine with their respectire flags, 
followers, bazar, infantry, artillery, etc. Chohrr and (ukToA) 
These all proceed promiscuously in raet multitude* and 
without the scnalleet order till they see the Peeb«di’a Dal 
flag, which la arected in a mtua.(ioo where the conyenience 
of water Is Che principal consideration .,. By this flag the 
.erection of sU the others of the army,—and eyery chief 
one,—is regulated for the camp, Elroept in the line of 
tbs bazar which generally forms a fiae street In front of 
tbe chiefs Cent, there is not the smatiset internal regolarils 
in tbe pltcbiog of a Maratha camp ; yet with reject to 
Headquarters all the chiefs baye their relatiye stations ttf 
the right and lef^ from which a deylotion Is by no oieanw 
allew^le. ... Bu^ as no distances are marked ou^ stud 
die anmb*M of zm> chief are definitely known, tits sritols 
exhibits an appearance of utter confudon. 

The only part of the camp (has carries the appeaiumce 
of Tsgulanty is the Bazar, which generally forma s vtry 
long esd broad street to Che tenC of cbe chief, whereas the 
rest of the camp Is so straggled and destitute of all order 
that it b a most di^eult thing to get tiirough the crowds 
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of cameU buJloclu horeea etc, to tbd interior of ibe camp, which 
^objects them to the atmost confualcQ In case of en elann.... 

^ eooQ &8 the camp is pitched the tcttooi 

(ponieeX attached in ^reat quantities to the Fag^, gallop 
qS with wonderful actiTit; b quest of fora^' -nor are (he 
oamels far behindhand with them. ... These foragiof 
parties are more destructive to a oouaffy than lo«us(a. Nor 
are territoriee of friend or foe exempt from thur depreda¬ 
tions. ... [ suppose there was scarce a piece of wood or 
a Made of grass or ha; left in the villages round the 
Psehwa’s camp, after a short time's continuance, for the 
space of 12 mile& .. . Shopkeepers, handicrafts and evsiy 
gpact es of profession csrt on their ceilings (In (he amps 
of the Mantbas] an much at their esse as in tb«r cities... 
The safeCy of the Haratba camps is to be attributed to the 
Tant niunbere of their cavali; bovariog round in ere r^ 
direction, rather than to an; of (he precaudooar; mssturee 
of trenebee, posts, guards, etc. systssaticall; used In oar 
fee., English] armiee. 

1 sjs, from a geneml obsereation of the manners of the 
people and the extoeme looseness of particular discipline 
Or geoenl arrangement amongst them, singly of opinion 
that they would afford a very easy conquest to any army 
of a more vigorous oompotitton that ooold bring a sufficisei 
number of cavalry to prevent their makbg a sport of war 
and retreating m safety.'’ {Sir C W. hfaletis Mtmonnda 
on thA MonUha Ani%g, written from the Maratha carop at 
Ehajdla, March, L795. India Office MS. records.] 

EqurpNFjrr Doccpuks. 

Hie organization of the DuirSni king's own troops wan 
M nguisT an that of (he EaropsaB'traf&ed sepoy ngimeota 

India ESaoh donhi (oavalry regiment) of Abdaii’s aney 
nay thmediinii be takesi as exnotiy 1,000 or M!00 stroi^. 
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0)t Other bu)'], mi ever; Maratha general's contlDgenC 
tbs actual number of soldiers fell very far belo« the norroal 
round number for which bia cAsh aalar? (mv/ef) or land- 
Assignment (sord^rn) wae caloolated. Sir .0. W. Malot 
noticed id the Peshwa's army in 1793:— 

'^The sums which the commanders receive for the pay- 
tnent of their troops, generally run to a certain rate per man 
and a fixed sum for the conuninder; a&d as m the mnoag^ 
meot of these corps the pnymeot by Goreroment is generally 
very tsrdy, the commanders have recenrse to every triok by 
which they can poasibly elude the checks [of Goveraoientj; 

.. ,by which means it happens,—more particularly in the 
Pesbwa’s service,—that a corps of 100 men has seldom more 
than 30 effectivea . .Net only is half Che grass and forage 
allowed to tbs horses of the Pa^a (cavalry mounted on 
GoverDment horses) eoibesrlsd, bnt horses are ebanged, 
reported dead, and every species of the most fiagitious 
peculatioa practised vich impunity arlmag from tbs gsaerad 
ioteraal and participation tboeio." 

‘The arms of the Maratha oavalry [in 1796) are avorda, 
epeara ^&hdl 0 ), matrhlocks and a far bows aod arrows. 
The sword is uoiversal and indispenaable; the matchlook 
freqneot and almost universal ju the Psgas (this was not 
the case in 1761] and seems to be dally galniog ground of 
the long spear,—long a favourite weapon of the KanifaM; 
bnt many of the tUahdarf, ifikandias, and ^ose nto 
or affeot sup^toriCy of birth or rank aaldom enocffiber * 
tbemeelves with anything bnt a sword or Virov It mnah 
fcowever, be understood that the arms, aeoonCrmeats aisd' 
olothiDg of tbs horseman being his owa prt^t y, there is 
not the amallest naiformity, every isdrridoal being equipped 
a* his taste ot olroumstances snggssc. 
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Cygrj bonemftn ft Mtntbft arnip lookft apoa 

himself as eenpasp for hie chieft&m and alwaja site down 

«i(h him." 

]oo£ &s the BbibftQ'ftbfth wu on bis borse all these 
[his ^igV» offioss] stood on foot around bim- '^hen be sat 
down in his taatt tbs; too weal la and used to make 
speecheft etftcduig. Onl; HaSz Rahmftt Kban was 
oftea ordered to sit down at (he ^ne of dnwa, whiob 
was not the tiine of holding Court, on (he pound of hie 
bariog’ memorized the Curdn.” [Nuf'nd'dio, 406.] 

Bqczplinb. 

KISji Visbwftaaih took Malhar Holkar with him to 
Drihj as a Pindbara, with 90 Co 25 reMlnera. The 
Pefthwa speed m return for ntaeom from a certain viUtp 
tbecw aol to damage ice groan crops. But M alhar went with 
tdi csSainan, cot the crop and gcre it to bis horflee to eaL 
So Balaji's son Baji Rao himself wenh stick in band, to 
ponisb theiiL On eeeiQg b Malbar's ceunp a bargir fseding 
hie boTse with the green crop, be struck him with cbs sti^. 
Then hCalher from (be door of his small square tent abused 
!Kjt B5o and flung a clod of earth aC him. . .Some tune 
lots during their reOtfn march, one day Mji Rio was 
aittmg in the shade of a bosh oa the bank of a nsi& in 
the plain of Sipri-Koliiaa, wiA an esoort of only 10 to 20 
men. bathing and gettiag ready for his meal. bCalhar 
Holkar arritsd tbsae with 500 troopere by derioue paths, 
leTcUdd his spear at the heart oi Baji Bao and cried out, 
**Zlkat day I bad hh yon vhh a clod; if 1 now transfix 
you wkh ay edio can ww you T Bat the Boo... rose 
up, ad walking up to ^ feet of (KaCur's] hora^ greadj 
filtoped huD I [ByihwottM 2-4} 

BalloUma Oiksbii wrtot «& 16176t my 
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piIfriiDa£:« to Qaja I alighted ak Daudnagar [a town Id 
S oath Bihar,] Thera $ame S or 4 buadrad benemeQ of 
Nilopenk Vaiehampijaa casxe up and pluadared the market 
of Daudoagar, taking away four lakbe worth of gooda 
They also laid bancU on me, aad I lost olothiag uteosila 
nod a gold chain weigblog 12 kolas. The; bad no aardar 
orer them; 00 I 7 a mas named Minaji Bb^waf/’ [B^. iiL 883.J 
On 31 Hnj 1754, when Malbar Holkaz aniTed oppceite 
Delhi, M khe ally of ImSd-ul'iDolk (imperial Paymaster' 
CieQeral\ a body of hie croope forded the Jamuna and 
pluodered the kaira of Nisam-ud'dm Auliya'e tomb and 
some other places and also burnt the Zbunna mart Imid, 
on healing of il^ went (0 Malhai and cried out> 
“Wbak is this ? Why are your soldiers plundering khe city V* 
Malhar replied, *They are soldiers. They always do It*’ 
[Tbrik^Ahmad Shahi, 133.) 

"As the common soldiers among the Diirraais are 
etubbom and disobedient, ootwltbskanding the Shah’s 
proclamarios, they committed some irregulnrikiee m Shofft' 
ud'daulab’s camp (1760.) The Shah, on bearing of this, 
had 200 of them seised, and having had khsir noses bored 
through with arrows, and striogs passed khrough khe holes, 
they were led in this condiKlon, Uke camels, ko Shuja*"to bepQt 
to death or pardoned, aa be should think proper." [Kashini 8 .]^ 
“29 January, 17B7. The Persian troops who had gone 
out for foraging Invaded many of the lanes [of Delh^ broke 
the doors of houses and plondered As proper^ witeia. The 
shops of the bazars remained closed in confiequeooe <£ dkis 
oppression.... This day (he Sbsdx slit the noses of two or 
three of the Perrian soldiers, cut their stomao b s open, throat 
arrows into tbeir noeteOa, and in tbia manner paraded them 
in disgrace. Thie hrought safety to Delhi." DC- 


CHAPTER XXr 


The Battle or pAsrpAi, 1761 

§ 1. Bhan and Abdaii entreneh at ; 

thdr fir$i inteniians policy. 

Tbe ten montHs of waitiog &nd uocertaioty were 
over. At last the two rivaJs for dommion over 
Hindastaa had come to gripe exactly in that arena where 
evoh oooteeta had beeo fought out age after age. 
Arrived withio reach of hie eoeny at f^aipat, Ahmad 
Shah Abda]i> like a trae master of war, held Ms troops 
ettfctly io haod, in a compact body nuder his eyes, 
never letting them extend beyond support. At first he 
followed a cautious watching policy in order to discover 
his ^emy*8 strength and plan of war, before showing 
hha owo band. For a week he silently snffered his 
stxay cattle and horses* on tiie ontakirts of his army to 
be carried off by the Maratha forag^^rs and their 
Piodbari underiiegs, and strictly kept faia troops back 
from sallyiog out for their recoverj. 

* Pindlurls broo^lit aim; two d^baats Eroa the 

oamp oa 4th ^ov. and two more soob afterwards. CBaf. L 
BK. APO. n. ld7,J Iba eiqjetm of aa ele^aant is wesidwed by 
Indian ^Wfen as the higfaset glory like (ho oaptare of an 
SMtt? gn by GOK^Ma aroiaa 



1760J OPTIM/SM AT PANIPAT 299 

This iohttUity iffas mistaksa by tbe Maratbaa &s a 
pr 9 &f of hii terror aod (iioidity, and (here vaa 
exultation in tbo Deccani headquarters; vhich waa 
hei^bteaed by the scarcity of proviaiona ia the Afghan 
camp. The Bbau wrote on let November, '^Grain 
Belie at 2 to 2^2 aeers in bis camp. I have every 
coofideoce of being able to ewallcv him up eoco." Four 
days later Krishna Joshi wrote from Pampat, ‘*Xhe 
Yavao is greatly frightened; and dare not come oil 
O ur troops are every day eUying 50 to 100 of his men 
and carrying off their camels and horsee. Hie food 
aapphes have been stopped, so that flour arils at three 
seers, gram at 4 seers, and ffhee at s /3 seer to the Rupee, 
while in our camp the rates are wheat Id, gram 12 , and 
ffhe$ 2 Vs aeere. All our troops are confideot that in four 
to eight days, Abdali Najib aod dhuja would be 
destroyed. Abdali is called 'the King of ktaga,’... hut 
having come within four miles of us, he has sat down 
for eight days and dare ziot make a demonstration of 
hie valour. Hence, our army is in high spirit. AbdslPs 
route to hie home is blocked ; he cannot 6 ght with hope 
of suocesa, be* cannot sit down idly as he has not t^e 
necessary food supply. Be U bewUdered” [Ba^ 1 
261, 264, 266.1 

Everything, therefore, see tned to point out that the 
Afghan invader wonld be giad to beat a borried retreat 
fo bis home wtfiioat veotarug to attack tire Marathaa, 
dr, if he chose to halt there, the longer be delayed the 
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artiUer/ with tbeoselves. They easily entered by 
^ay of tbe lado-Afghan trenches, but wore defeated and 
ezpeUed at the end of the fight, abaodooing about 30 of 
tlteir standards and some guns. [DC., Ilu^ain 8kah*, 
66 .] 

Three days later, while the ritual-loTing Kiodus 
were disorganized by the lunar eclipse due that nigh^ 
the Durrani waair in the course of his daily patrol came 
to a large well [bdclCf,* evidently south*west ol Paoipat, 
immediately in front of the Maratha right wiog. It 
wae near suneet, aod oo engagement being expected 
that day he had kept only a small escort with him. 
While be wae inepectiog the well, the troops of 
Sfodhia from their tree oh es opposite recognized him as 
a <dnef,and taking advantage of his unguarded conditioD, 


* OitaA*i^ratMd3ri (Tvki for Intid-ut-iQdat, 190. U 

aeema to refer to 0^ddi»ani of the half r sUe aoaUi*veet 
of the duioB of Ghana All Ehaa, tooth of Puipsr. Hie eorreet 
date of due baUls ii preo in two eootempofir; Uarathi Itatera 
f&ai> H. 406 aad j. 272n.] Eaabir^ giree 2S BabUaS'SRni 
Dec.1 vroofily for the Iddi (or I3th) of Chat Hijeri month. 

Ramai DitC p. 39,—'The Muntha Eos of eiitr«)ohmaits 
eaa atQl be traoed oo the piain belweaa Rmlu tnd Panipat. The 
Domaia encamped doee is froot of them, oo the plalna north of 
Biaalu and Ujeoe.'' Ilie latter etaceceot euoot b» true, beennse 
the eootBQporary records, both hUrathi aad Penlao, ta; that the 
Stall encamped three lonUi of the Maratha trenchse. Tliia 
voeld plaoe hie front eonth of the Svah and Dhadanla rUla^ 
fMcr Diilai eonth o< the aoeuhnn hon&dary pi Panipat city.—or e?nii 
femths to the r^wana—P ^nfi E'lwyrf 
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ma^e a aortU in iull force and attacked him. 
A desperate battle joined amidst deafening aWouts and 
a dense oload of dust which hid frioitd from foe. Tlie 
warir held bis ground against auch tremendous odds, 
though he began to lose men very fast. After a 
time reioforcemeuta came up from the rear and resened 
him, his assailants chasing him up to a gunshot of the 
Afghan trenches and retreating with the setting of the 
sun. The wazir’e casualties were about (>00, and that 
of the Marathas about half the aumher. The Marathae 
captured over a hundred of his horses and boasted that 
but for nightfall they would have crushed him. * 

• ' There was a pause for the neit fortnight. A Maratha 
letter, written on 2?th Kouember asserts, "Up to now 
our foragers and troops bane captured 1000—1200 
horses, 300—400 camels and four elephants from the 
enemy.’' The Afghan historian, on the other hand, 
olaiiDS superior advantages, "In every foray 
two to three thousands of the Marathas were slain, but 
few of the Abdalis." [SF/A xxl 107, Rusah Sfinhi, fiS.] 
But whatever may have been the relative lossee oa 
the two sides, these skinnishes could produce no militeTy 

derision. 

« I have aeeqMed Kina Fidais’s figtcee bsn^ ftPS, bl 197 
gi^ about 950 sdd 160 far the two ndos. SahiiV ‘Tine 
to four thoGsanii meo were ktltei oa die two sides tahea together, 
bi this aotiOD which lasted Cor 8 oc 4 (axiggwsted.) 

fhaai/t Sfiaki, $1-9, dose not r4er to this battle, bat to sa 
eartttr bneb. 
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§ 3. Ruhsias penetrate Sfaratha trenches; fall of 
Balaicant liao Mehendele, 7 December 1760. 

Tb« first rrgol&T bsttle was preoipitatsd oa 7th 
Dsoembsr by a sudden oniburst of Kubela daring 
uoatitboivod by Abmad Shah aod without aay cos carted 
plan. That day, the Maratbas, as was their wcot, Lad 
dragged some of their guns to a position in the plaia a 
rocket’s flight io front of their treaches and fired them 
at the Afghans, who replied with some distant aod 
equally fruitless shots. Abont an hour and a half 
before snoset^ when the Marathas had jost limbered 
up their guns aod set out oo returo to camp, 
hfajib’a Bubelaa, barangoed by his brother Sultan 
Qiaa, eallied ost la a body of 1,000 boree and 
3,000 foot and fell upon tbe retiring Marathas. The 
sharp and repeated fire of the Buhela iofsntry— 
who were famous for their msrkamaashfp, routed the 
cavalry guard of the guns, armed with sword aod spear. 
Tbe assailants reached the very edge of the Maratha 
trenches oo tbe beela of tbe fugitives. But tbe alarm 
had spread to the entire army of tbe Bhau, and there 
was a rash from ail sides to the defence of the threatened 
eeolor (the oentrs of the southern face.) The handful of 
.Rnhela cavalry soon ded away before the thousands of 
Maratba light borae ; hot (beir foot^soldiers, driving away 
tbe hfaraiha supports by their deadly muaket-fire and 
profiting hj the iatenae darkness of that night of lunar 
coefanotioo, peaetrated ins^c the (renchee. A party 
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of the Tictori climbed upon the deserted M&rathA 
gUDs and beat ihetr snail drums in wild exaltation. 
Tho thrust reached nlmo it np to the market-square of 
tbe Maratha camp. But not? the GSrdi raosketoere 
vero turned upon them under the personal load of 
Ibrahim Khaa and Balavant Hao M^b^ad^l^ ; over 
throe thou sand of tbe BaheU iof AO try fel) in tbe field, 
apd the romoant retreated to their own lines, mostly 
wounded but still beatiug their drums and dsociog 
wildly in scorn of the foe I The Maratha army was 
saved, but at a heavy pnoe, for M^hdnd^ld, the aole 
lieutenant of the Bh&u, fell down from bis borse with s 
bullet in bis chest whilo trying tn stem the flight of Ms 
men by galloping up to the exposed front line daring 
the first Afghan onrush. Tbe Bubolts crowded upon 
the fallen general ; one slashed at his face ; another 
began to sever his head in order to carry it sway iu 
iriumph. But half a dosen Maratba horsemeo galloped 
up to the spot and resensd their obief’s body from 
loutiJatioD, though with the neck half cut through. Tbe 
engagement ceased about three hours after nightfall 
The Maratba casualties in slain and wouaded were undmr 
000 (bouiaud, but tbe loss of Mdb^od^ld was i^panU^ 
fought well, but owing to Balawant’s fall tbe 
enemy became triumphant." [Nana Fadols in Raj. t 
272 n.] 

The battle of 7th December was the tumuig-pouit in 
the T^nipat campaign. The Bbia lost his aupreiue 
20 
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couosdlor tod rigbt-h&nd man ; there was none ieCc to 
whom be could eatrust an/ re9|)Oasible work as his 
dependable depot/ where be could oot be personally 
preeeot All the rest oi his officers were small moo, at 
best good olerks and accoaut-keepcrs^ but uoworthy of 
command, iooapablc of taking the initiative^ and unable 
to inspire oo nil dance in a crisis. From that night of 
wild confusion terror and carnage,* everything went 
against the Bbau, slowly but with iucreaeing and 
resistless preasure. 

§ 4s. Durrani cavaity patrols dominate t/ie enoiro/m 
of MaraUta camp and aU off eommutiicaiions 
and food supply- 

Fir«t, ^e enemy establiabed undisputed supremacy 
is tbe open* Hitherto the light foray tactics of the 

* Naaa Fadoia sk^s ihat it wm only DighbCall tbat saved 
sbe eatin dastroodofi. ludeed, if Abdsli had 

drifea home this iadindaal tbmst of the RohoUs vhh his Ann 
Oeope, or even made a dlmoou oo aaoUiar wcog oi lb« Maralha 
army, Uw tieodua wmiM Usfe bees eompleMty orned and the 
i4ffa of Jsaasry SAddfiand hy a moBih aad a weak. Bnt she 
Bubela attack na a epoauasoos aad oaaukMnsed mov«ai«Bt 
aad vitb too UcUe daylight left w eall op distant 

w^pona lhaa ibe Tsk«i aad heavy aaerihee oP Nsjib^s troops 
w«e thrown away throogfa their l$dk ot dJsdpliool obedieece to 
(be npMow eommaikd' Aa asay oaaaM wia oaleas aJl parts o£ 
it vqA la eoeewt lite aa oigaaised team, 

Bahela Bight-aUanL—KuMtai .&aoM gg. NuMid-dta 

IK-vgSa, Ifitt. tas. £Kl, Star, fll m, Kaoa F.’s BiA h 
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Marathas had remamed uachacked aod done great 
damage Co the Afghans by outdog off their stragglers, 
gracing cattle and horses, and grain supplies. But now 
the Shah arraoged for the sCriotest watch not only on 
his own cscDp, but also around that of the enemy. 
Every night a body of 5,000 Durrani horse advanced 
as near as they could in safety towards the enemy's 
ctiinp, aod there th^ remsiocd si I tbe night, keeping 
watch against anrprise. Two other bodies of bis horse 
made half circles rcund the Msratba sneaenpasot, 
one to the right and the other to the left These 
oigli^patrols, e&cb at iesst 5,000 strong, mounted dn 
powerful Turki horses aud commanded by practised 
cavalry leaders like Shah Pasand Khan aod Jahao 
Khan, out off every previaion convoy that attempted to 
steal into the Bhau's camp and every party of 
camp-followers that issued from HnLpst nnder cover of 
the darkness to gather firewood and fodder in (he 
ueighbouriog woods. Tbe southward road to Delhi 
was the first to be closed by reason of the Afghan army 
sitting astride it. A detour through the jungles 
sonth'weet of Panipat and north-west of Delhi was 
reodered all but impossible by the hostile Ja£ viUsgera 
aod still more viadic^ve Baluch landlords oooapying 
that tract In the re^ of tbe Bluiu’s positioo, Eanjpura 
was rseoveiod by Dilir Eban (a son of Inayet Ehan 
Buhela) from its Bcnall isolated Maratha gurisou, and 
the grain collected there for despatch to Paiilpat was 
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seised bj him. OqIj from the aorCb-wetiC did proTi^ionn 
reftcb the BhAii once or twice from the dominioos 
of 218 Singh Jat of PatiSIS ; but these bad to be paid 
for in hard cash by the Bhaa, aa the Marathas had do 
Taeeal or reveaud oohector of their own io that regioo, 
Tbis loas of communication with hia bnee (quickly 
impaired the Bbln’s military atreogtb in addition to 
reducing hie men and horses by starN^atioo. Tlia 
profuse iinng, both in the actoai hgbt aod in the 
proteetiye random oanoocade, soon exhausted hie 
iDDaition atock, aod as early as 16th November be wae in 
Intent seed of manufackinDg 400 mauoda of powder 
and 100 madfida of ^lot, and wrote to Ooviod BalJal 

amy ouQoe of ready-made munition he could send 
immediately. These were to ba^e come Pia Delhl^ 
bat that path wm shortly afterwards dosed, 
[fiaj. I 268. SP2). nix. 27, camels for Mar war. j 

§ S. < 5 ^ (onditun of Panipoi eUy under 
iforai^ oecwpohon. 

Moreover, tho stoppage of treasure supply from his 
dietaot sgcuts soon turned him bankrupt at a time 
when every seer of grain, every boodle of grass, aod 
ereay service whsthta* of bringisg in ioteUigsooe or 
earrying a dcepatch oataide bad to be paid tenfold ita 
normal price aod paid is if it was to be at all 
•wned in that beiaagtiscad mty. And that oiiy was 
fttUriy ttnftfe a d ly to hiia. Psaipaa beiug the seat of 
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mttty famous Mualiro saints’ tombs, tbo populstioD 
nas predominantly Mubammadan,* and most of these 
residents cJaiming descent from the holy men or their 
servitors and iu coose^^aencs living on rent-free land 
grauta from the Mughal Government, resented the 
Maratha iutrusion more bitterly than the ordinary 
peasants and labourers of their faith eJaewbere. The 
Bhau’s military necessities bad justly deepened their 
antipathy. As a noble of the city, 8b&kir Kb an (the 
SOD of Navtab Lutfullah Kbao dSdiq Ans^), who was 
present there during the siege, writes about the 
sufiVriags of the local population : 

^be Maratbas felled all the timber and fruit trees 
of the gsrdeoB roond PEnipat. Oui* seven gardens, 
each two to three hundred Oighas in area, fnll of fruit 
trees and flower plants, were thos deatmyed. Tlwy 
employed the timber in supporting the walls of the 
ditch and the raised gun platfoms. For want of fuel, 
they consumed tho planks beams and doors of the 
houses, ruining the roofa and walls. Marble slabs from 
the tombs of holy men were burst in kilns and turned 
into lime for their pan. Our city houaeB vssw 
demolisbed by cannon balls and we were forced to 
erile ourselves from home. Heaps of stone aod brick 


* Zn l$Sl there wne 17,000 UasUma out of t popalataoa of 
96,000, aod ell ita eubctaetial femilias (ezcq>t ooe) were of that 
oreed. Dentil Ibbeiaon aives ihe Peotpat hlatiua gentry do 
very flitterisa <'IUTaeter. fihfWtl DM. Oax. S67*2fi0, 
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were formed at differcot places. After tbe arrival of 
tbe accursed doge, the higher people took refuj^ ia (he 
fort, the seat of the [Mughal] goreroor, which waa no 
larger than a ftarai, with only one lower and one upper 
rooms. Our hardship in eatiog, aleepiDg and evacuating 
ia aucK a narrow spsce can be iroagined." {P. 102.) 

^ 6 . Oopiiid SimdiU's raid into ihf 

upyer Doah ortd dwtA, 17 X>ecew/;er. 

After the ?iH of December the sole star of hope 
visible to the eoniiDed Maratba army wae Oovind Ball&l, 
9fbQ bad been oomaaoded by the Bban to ravage 
fi^'ib's estates in the Mirat and Bolaodshabar districts 
and lend convoys of grain and treasure to Piolpat 
Knnjpnm. And within teo days of th&t date 
even this star set Leaving his boadquarters at Etawa, 
with less than 10,000 men, mostly raatio levies and 
aeoood-rate Maratha light horse, Govind moved north* 
wards to the upper D<»h, to carry oot his task, which 
tf snooessfolly accomplished would have counteracted 
(he closing of the Delhi route by Abdali. Goviod was 
ao old man of over sixty ; hie life had been spent in 
reveane collection varied by petty fights with refractory 
laadloitis and attacks on their small mud^forts. He 
5ne now too stout to ride on horseback with ease or 
l^eed, and in such broken health ae to be unable to 
bear the eMa and rough life of light foraye. He 
feodly ia^pued that the eotlre Doab was secure icon . 
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hU enemies, ns a^l tbo Durrnni and Rnbela spldiere 
irerc entangled at PSoipat, 200 milea away ; and so he 
repeated Malhar Holkar’e mistake of 4tL March 1760 
by negleeUag tc keep a sharp look out. Hi a advaaoe 
to Shabdara, oppoaits Delhi, was unopposed ; all the 
agents of Najib were ddreo away from the way, and 
half a dozen Tillages in the Sikandrabad region were 
sacked by the raiders. The Maratba force lay disperaed 
in fancied security from Shabdara by way of Clbaaiabad 
to Jalalabad (10 raitea north-east of the latter city.) 
Here doom overtook them like a bolt of thunder from 
a cloudless sky, in the form of a body of 5,000 newly 
arrived DurHni horse, led by Alai Khan and 
Xarimdid Rbsn and guided by 17ajib’s captain Rariin 
Ehan and souio spies of that Rubela cbieftaio, in the 
morning of 17tb December.* 

The news of Qoviad Ballal’s advanee up the Doab 
had spread ccDsternatioo among the lodcKAfgbaQ 
allies of Ahmad Shah for the safety of their defenceless 
homes. At their ontreaty the Shall bad detached the 
above force, to make a rapid march with their fresh • 
horses aod cut Goviad Ballal'a division o£. Thetiwo 
generals crossed the Jamuoa at Bigfapat and after 
covoriog 160 miles io one night and day, resohed 

* Fall ot Qonad Ballal,—Ktfbiraj 1^16, Nsr-ad-din 46^* 
46j, DO (dale). A/aem ShaU 63-66, Sfp^r iii. 68. Mux. 189. 
Ba|. h 264 (BbSo's order to G B.h 872 (Ghsn’s report of 
diacHCrK 8?2*i, u. 6il {detwle from BrearetO 
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Sbdbdara about 4 o’clock in tbe evening^ of Ifith 
Dsoember, and at onco annihilated the Maiaiha 
o«t^t there (onder NSro Shankar’s deputy.) Early 
Belt TDOToiog they destroyed tho socood Maratha 
oorpa at Gh5ri»bad, and followed thia victory up 
by inmediately poabing on ten mllea northwards to 
Jalalabad and anrprisiog Govisd Ballil, "who waa 
totally off bis guard/ That general bad alighted 
at tbia village, whiob bad been aacked by bis troopa a 
day or two eaiUer and now Jay utterly deserted by ita 
mhabiCaota. He waa engaged in bia ceremoDial bath 
aod preparations for personal cooking, when the Afghan 
oavilry borat upon him to oyerwhelming force. After 
aflb>rt feeble resistance the bfarathaa, hopelessly out- 
ounbered and outridden, took to flight. Tbeir half* 
naked general fell down from bia horse, with a bullet 
wound (according to Bilkrishna Dikabit's letter from 
Bewares), a&dwas beheaded before hia rank conid bo 
hwwB. When it was lasrat, the head was taken Co 
Abdali by the returning viotore, expoeod in the market' 
place of tbo Durrani camp, and 6 na ])7 sent to tho 
Bbia, as a trincnpbaat proof of the downfall of bis plan. 
Ofi the sandy plain outside Jalalabad, Govlod Ballal 
Band4]4 at last found that peace which bad boon denied 
to bioi in life. Ho more for him the jealous accueationa 
of AjBftji Idaoakesbwar, tbs bs^bUiog of Bapaji M. 

(ho ecnflscatioQ of his eatatos by tho Peebw^ 
tb« persscvtKKL «l kJs caste-brethren by the Puna 
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Bnhman*, And the laAt eight months' constant nagging 
ccoaure and prodding into activity by SadSshiv Rao 
Bhiu. Kveti the blackening oi hie itiuitiory by the 
Chltpavan partisan V. K. Bajwadr^ was to come a 
century and ft half later. His son Balnji escaped from 
the carnage with a handful of men of the family 
contiftgeot. K^erything in the two Maratba campa 
includiog the vast stores of provisions which this force 
wan convoying for tl)e Bhau, was carried off by the 
Afghans. “After this aciioo, the Darnoi army was 
constantly supplied with provisicua" 

^ 7. Maralha rnid intn Oudh fails 
dUast/vjtsli/f Janvary, ITGl. 

The news of this disaster reached the Bhau about 
21st December and illJed him with ooosternatioo. At 
the same time, a second pJan of raid and diversion that 
be hftd ordered further south, in the lower Doab» also 
miscarried. SimuKaocously with Govind BallaVs march 
from Eiawa into the upper Donb, GcpSl Oanesh Barv4 
(of Falbpur-Haswa) and Krishoaoand (of Karra) bad 
set out with their small cootiogents to lald CHidh 
territory. Crossing the GaDges at Dalmau and hCaoik* 
pur respectively, early ip December, they sacked two 
villages, Pholpura aod Kawibgauj. But the Oudh 
troo^ socD came op aod attacked the raiders. As the 
battle bogao, Balbbadra (the Bajah of Tiled) and other 
rebel semindars~who were (be sole hope of Barv^ 
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toflk to (ligUt The email Maretha f&pce, ucable to 
ooDteod alooe, broke and acatcered eacb ae be iouod a 
ptb open. BatviS biineelf escaped with only half a 
doaen folio were by way of Vindhya-basiai to Karra 
Jabanabad-* 

§ 8 , fitnf io ihf Bhnu eni off nfar Rinipaf 

ft Janmrff: (titd tenor ui Maratfta eamp. 

Brfore adTan^og to the fatal field of Jalalabad, 
Goviod BaDai bad at laet performed one of the taaka 
eo porsietaritly laid on him by the Bbau. He had safely 
traasmitted to I^ro Shankar at Delhi Ra. 4,20,000 of 
oolleoted rereoue, (In additioQto the two lakha paid to 
the Bbau U Augost.) The Bbau bad seat a party of 
horse under Krishna Rao Ballal of Maaajl Paygudd's 
oontTDgent, to fetch this treasure to his camp. But 
like a wise nan, i^aro Shankar did not risk it all in 
oue cooeigoiDeDk Co SLst December be remitted 
Ks* l,i0,000 with Krisboa Rao, and this amount seems 
to nee reached the Blau's camp in safety. But when, 
on Let January 1701, a second iostalrDont of one and 
a half lakhs was despatched la charge of 300 troopers 
under Pa^sbar Dadaji, each mao cerryiog Ba 500 tied 
roeod bis waiet, the eituatloo had slready become most 

* Omtk OvuUter, il 479-<6a Baj. ill »11, SFD. il lU. The 
OmfOar sa^s (bat thte rout took place after iba mvi of (bo 
dbMter it PSabttt bad reeahed tbe lunden At all events, this 
nH nm toapied rebenioa id Oedh did not aJTM tfas ieses at 
Psolpsl. 




17K11 MARATHA TBEAflURE PARtV CVJ m' 815 

dAng^roiis /or the Maratb&s in cod sequence of the 
aonihiiation of Covind BaUal’a force in the Doab and 
the strict iDvestmeat of the BhSu ivitbin hia trenches 
at Paoipat. Six of these troopers came back nt the 
end of tbo first daj, their horses or tbeirbearfa having 
failed, aod rctoroed the moaty. The rest poshed on, 
travelling by night for safety through the wilderoeas 
west of the imperial highway, but st the verv end of 
tbciv journey, in the dim misty small hours of the 
moroing of btb January, they laissed their way, entered 
the left wing of the Abdali camp, misfakiog it for their 
owD, and asked in Marathi what general'a quarter it 
was. Tbeir speech at oocc betrayed them, and the 
whole body of 263 men with their captain was cut off 
by the Diirranis, ooly ono mao escaping to carry the 
talc of disaster to Delhi. (Saj. i Sdl, Hwain SAoM 
65, Nur-ud-din 4l5, Kashi. 16.] 

The borisoQ now totally darkeoed rooadthe BMiu 
and his pent up army. Their food stipply waa exhaaeted, 
their horeee and guR'cattle were lean with fasting and 
dying by the hundred, and no relief was visible as far 
aa the human eye could gase ioto the future. Ai first 
a few grain convoys bad cone from die Patiala distriot 
in the north-west through the favonr of Ala Singh; 
hot a punitive expedition by a DarrioX detachment 
effectually cowed that Bajab into oecrkality. Bveo after 
that, the oFer of large rewards had induced some 
Banjaraa to smuggle grsifi ifito ^oipat by obtoore 
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jungly tracks at night Bat the Figilaoce of the 
Durraoi Dight^patrole and the wide sweep of their 
powerful chargers closed that path. Even the iintenaiited 
jangle stretching for miles aod miles west aud south¬ 
west of Panipat city became inaccessible to the 
beleaguered army. “One day, near the end of the night, 
wheu 20,000 or rather more of their camp-foliowers had 
gone out of the treoohes to gather grass and wood in a 
juDgle of Dh£k trees, they were overtaken by a body 
of 3,000 horse ntider Shah Pasand Khan,... who 
aurroQoded them and put the whole to the sword. Oo 
accoofit of its being night, no one oame to their 
aeaistanoe &om the Maxatba oamp. On the scene of 
alan^ier the dead bodies were piled up info a perfect 
mountain... . The grief and terror which this event 
struck ioto the Marat has is indescribable ; even tbe 
Bhau himself began to yield to fear aod despair.*' 
fKidunj.] 

^ 9. Ahmad Shah rgieets Bha/t'f request for peace. 

One last adbrt tbe Bbaa made to save hie army by 
appealing to Shnja to arrange a peace at any price 
fastween him and the Shah, and seat him a tsarte blanche, 
ht the form of (he impreesioD of hie palm dipped m 
aiAoa oa a piece of blank paper, Co be hie credcatiale 
u a ptedpotnliacy, ti^echat with the meet solemn 
oatbf for a HliwVr. to ^ide by any eettlmnent that he 

m^tmake. The ^aRiai wav, Sbik Wall Qsao, a 
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kuid'ho tried \n\n as well m a cool and fai'-ughted 
statestitin, was billing to acoe|)t a la^o ransom from 
the Bhaii instead of aotagODi^ing tbc hfarnthas for over. 
Cut In the Shah's coaocil-chaiober his pacific advice 
teas boroo down by the viodictlve fury of Najib Kban 
and the faoatioism of the Afghan soldiery, vbo refused 
to lose this opportunity of waging a holy war and 
slaying infidels on a gigaotlo scale, wbloh would give 
them nteasoiclsss spiritual merit.* As their niouthpleoe, 
Q^i Idris, urged bis master, '‘Fis your eyes on your 
Faith, and let not any greed of money ioAuenee you in 
this matter, because the merit of Jiftai would be lost 
thereby.... Tbis world is for a few days only.... Fear 
not the enemy, fear not the lack of money for your 
army expenses. Fear God rather." On bearing tbis 
speech, the Dar»ni oaptaioa cried out with one voice, 
'^'The (^zl has spoken the truth. In this holy war, we 
shall follow your wishes in every eventuality. 'Whether 
we are huogry or with full stomachs, we shall not lessen 
our ozertloos." Then Ahmad Shah said, "Recite tbe 
prayer for battle ; the idea of making peace is givea 
up." The bafSed Maratba envoys wero dismia&ed. 

§10. Steuvin^ Afaralha (wmi/ decide on oru 

de^eraU daiOe, IS Januari/- 
Ae day followed day after the destmetioo of the 
treasure oonvoy under Parashar Da^ji (bth Jaunary), 


* Abortive peace parle;a—Niaf*ai3dta 4dt>45fr, Ewhlrej 1 ^ 21 . 
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lif« w)tliiQ the entrsQcbmonte &t Panipat became harder 
and harder to euataio. There wae oo food end no 
firewood for man end uo grass for the horeee. The 
atenoh of the carcases of men sod beasts lying 
uooremated and uaboried^ and the efflovia of the 
eraouatione of four Ukbs of liviog creatures, made the 
coofines of ike entreacbment a living bell for hnmun 
beiogs. At last the eoldiers, in the egoay of Ij uuger, 
got out of band and broke out io a general plunder of 
the bouses io the mty of PSoipat But their outrage 
yielded very little, because very little had now been 
left io that small poor and battered city. 

Finally oo the 13tb of January 1761, life became 
Qtteriy intolerable to the beleaguered Maraths army. 
The soldiers and officers went olf in a tumultuous body, 
surrounded the Bbau’s tent, and cried out, '‘It is now 
two days that no mao among a< baa got a grain to eat. 
A seer of grain oanuot be bad even for two Rupees. 
Whence oao we procure, oo matter at wbat high price, 
an article that has totally disappeared from tbia place ’? 
Do not let us perish in thU misery. Let us make a 
vabaot struggle against tbe eoemy; and then what 
Fate has orduoed will happen.'’ The discussioo want 
oo till midnight, when it was resolved that the whole 
army ahoald march out aboot ao hour before daybre^ 
and attack tiie enemy in a pitched battle. The dedsion 
made, tke generals were seat back to their posts each 
with a hrtsi Iwf from their dud’s hand, in token of 
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their reftdinejs to moko their utmost c:tertlon in the 
detperate CDtcrpriae about to fillow.* 

5? 11. BItait'x armtj nuirtthex out lo Imith, 

U JantHivu, 17H!. 

That oight, none, at least of tlic Jeadcre, slept. 
The Brshmao offioert, includiug the Bbau, roaefruiu the 
bed very early, performed their ablutioRS aad religious 
worship in preparation for facing oteroity on the 
morrow, took tbelr laat mouthful, aod then donned 
tbelr arms. 

Aq hour before the morning of 14(1) JAnuar 7 , X761, 
the Maratha army set out from Its oaoip to the 6eld of 
doom. Each divieion marched “step by a(tp bebiad 
iU bannec with tbe regularity acd order of tbe pnrade 
grouad” aod took up its appointed poaidoo. After 
three hours of movemeot, ''in die prooeaslooal manner 
which w»i3 then the only one known/' the line of battle 
was fully formed. Then both sides baited for abont 
an hour, as if by Qi\ituol consent, to lot the dust settle 
down aod make the opposing army visible. The 
Afghan lice of battle extended seyeu miles in length 
aod two in depth. It overlapped tbe Maratha line on 
the right and tbe left alike by about half a mUa each 
way, aa the invader had a numerical supariority of 
15,000 men (». a, 60,000 against 45,000), and his 
extreme right and left wings were beat inwards like the 
* SsSbiraj 21, KQT-ad*diD 46t. 



320 


PAtJ. OP THE jrUOHAL KMPiME |CH. XXC 


liornfl of ft crcsofot, so m to outfiank And tbre&tcn die* 
two ends of the MaraCba line. 

The decisioo to fight that da/ had been taken 

eo auddeo]/ that AbdaU had rooeivod qo intelJigcace of 
it before bis enemies were aotually on tho marcli 
towards biro. After surrendering to his army’s 
clamour at midtiight, SadaehW Bio had made a last 
despairing attempt to avert tbc fatal conflict. He 
bad sent off his favourite valet Balakran), wbo 
used to servo him bis betel-leaf, with a abort 
note to Kaahiiaj, a Maratba clerk of Sbaja, urging 
him to appeal to his master to arraege a peaceful 
eetdement, oow or never. "The flood/’ so ran his 
exprttsive language, '^s nseo above my bead. 
If aDjtbiog cao be done, do it or else in form 
me plaiolj at once, for hereafter there will be no 
time for wridug or speaking.” Shuji, leaning from 
^Qakram that the Maratba arm/ had started, rode 
ImiDediatei/ to Abdali’s tent, waked bira by pleadiog 
tbe urgency of the situatioQ, and told him wbat he 
bad heard from the Bhan’s valet and bis own spies. 
'The Shab promptly took horse and rode out a mile 
to the front to observe, ordering hie guards to get 
ready and his long Persian pipe to be lighted and 
isQitg^t to hicD, as a sedative in that intensely cold 
air. That day 8bab Paaaod ICbao was n 
wentBSAd of the night-patiol, and hia men disooveMl 
iheimreib oi the Maratba artiileiy by the clatter 
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of the iron cbaiRS of thogiiosand their ^rheele. The 
Maratha guns on taking ap their ahotled position 
tired a saJvo and this confiraiod the aows brought 
by Shuja beyond any doubt. 

§ 12. Ahiirad ShQJi'$ batfle arranffems/Uti- 
The veteran lieutenant of the Asiatic Napokos 
caJcnIy doiabed his pipe, replaced bia cap oo his hea^ 
aud calling up his waxir and Sbab Paaand Kbao 
nave them orders to marshal bis ranks. ‘With the 
instance of a bom goooral, be placed over half (18,000) 
of his Own national troops in the centre in ebarge 
of bis waair, while two other corps—about 5,000 
each, mostly cavalry mounted on superb Per^sn 
horses,—were sent to bis aztramo right and left Thos, 
his Indo-Muslim allies were wedged in between strosg 
bodies of Durtaoi troops on both sides asd any 
attempt at treachery or flight on thdr part could be 
promptly oruehed. Tbesa divisions on tho extreme 
wings also Tendered the favourite Mamtlia tactics of 
a flank attack imposaibU and thus heartened his IndisB 
associates by gnardiiig them against such a daagar.« ' 
There was oo love lost bstweeo Na|ib {inth bm 
Mend Shuja) and the trana^Ganges ACghaos under 
Hafls Babmatj Dundi £hau and other geoeraU ^Clf 
Ali Muhammad Euhela’s oolMy. BSfix despiaad 
Najib as a vulgar upstart, who had &*at entered his 
mast^'s service as a poor iafan^man but now 
21 
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ri»eD to bo thd dictator of Delhi and the prime mioister 
ol Abdali for Indian afla[rB,^wKile Hahz claimed the 
blood of the honoured spiritoal bead of the Rubdae 
settled io India. AbdaJi, thercfoi’e; placed Najib 
(with Shuja) on the left and tbe Par Rubclae on the 
^ht of hia centre. Ahmad Kb an Bangasb ^ith hie 
paUr 7 oontiogest of about 1,000 men stood in 
the right wing, but at some Interval to tbe left of 
the Tit Ruhelas and next to the centre. 

^ 13. Oiu4e4 of the mUitarj/ of the 

Durrani over ike Maralka army. 

During the tvo and a half months’ leaguer of 
Fioipat, ^e Sl^ had received eome reinforcements 
from home. The new arrivals, both men and horses* 


untouched b; Uie Indian summer and strangers to 
the scarcity and aicknees which had afdictcd their 
brethren during the paat twelve months' csmpdgn and 
aMoniog, were in the pink of condition. Tbe A^han 
army totalled 60,000 men, nearly half of this number 
being the Sbab's own subjects (23,000 horse and 7,000 
foot) and tbe other half his Indian allies (7,000 horse 
and 23,000 foot) The Durrani divislcas, thanks to the 
iron discipline and constant exercise enforced by their 


chief, moved like one man at the will of the Shah, 
whale toe preponderance of osvalry among them (three 
to om) aifcd toeir superior horses, made them n match 
for more toaa doubU thear onmber of Indian troops. 
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Tbia adrantag^ could have been noutralixed if 
the Indiana had a superiority ia hre-ariDs. But bore, 
too, Abddli's ariille^y was incomparably more ei&oient 
aad mobile. The Held-guoa of tbe Maratbas were of 
larger calibre than those of the Afghans, but ooco j 
placed in poaiCioD, they could oot be dragged forward 
with tJie adraoclng troops aod became useless. On 
the other hand, the Shah bad, io addhiou to his caonoa 
(40 light pieees), two tbousaad camels each carrying 
two soldiers armed with swivsKguns, called ^a»ihiraJu, 
which formed the finest mobile artillery of that age in 
Asia. Their offset on the Maratba horsemen was aa 
deoUwe as that of the galloper guns in r.iord Lake’s 
Campaign against Sindhia 42 years later. The hre- 
strength on the Bhan’s side was composed of [a) the 
big guns which became atatiooary aod silent after the 
battle had joined, (6) the rockets,-^that coostant 
favourite of this race, which merely served to frigbtsQ 
horses aod wound a man here and there except when 
hred into a dense mass, and (r) the foot-muaketaars 
under Ibrabim Khan Oardi, actually 8>000 stroe^ 
who were most probably armed with French foaife 
of the early 18tJi century pattern, having abort barrels 
and firing small bullets which inflicted li^t wounds 
only.* Opposed to these last were the long Afghan 

* C. 1706. the Fteaoh mukscs veae «f smaller eabbrs than 
those of other eonctnea, and tbesr ballst .—80 to the Ih 

—had no doobt sooethio^ to do irU& fte lest eAkdvsoeas U 
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Dmt-locks or Bring he&vier bullets and carrying 

very mueh further than the fusile. 

Tti9 Durraoi offioera were clad in armour, the 
weight of which was easily borae by their superb Khura- 
sanl horaea. Even the leather jackets and thick f{ailted 
coats which their common soldiere as aalives of a very 
cold oUmato wore, could turn away many a eword cut 
or spear thrust. But among the Marathaa armour was 
hardiv woro even by the officers i thoir garments 
were Fory light ns more suited to the warm South 
i^ere they lived and the small mares they rode, while 
their common soldiers often wore nothing beyond the 
diets' wrapped round the w^t; whence Ahmad Shah’s 
habitual aooraful refereoce to them as 'the bare becked* 
()tun berahfM.) 

Above all, on that fateful moraiog, over the Bat plain 
of PaaipaC a sUrrlog army mounted oq sorry famished 
bags, met tbo Boest cavalry in Asia in the best of 
oon^ODS. 

§ 14. SddtuAte Rao Bfuui's plan of battle. 

Bitter was the jealousy felt by the Karatha 
generals towards the Bfain's favoorite Oardi sepoys, 
who were paid their salaries more regularly and at 

A/ax fi(«....Tbe bnlleu atj^Tgeta*iis idolphcie ware 12 to the lb.... 
Cse qeduurr rate jp ttM j^ila sot Ae 18tti ceDCoiy was 2 or 9 
■mAp ind pec Britteh ic^tr? at Fonteaoy 

H EOBda 196. US. i»-] 
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higher r&tee thao the sUr^iog DeccAni isoidier; sod 
whose mode of warfare that eopremo commander had 
preferred to the traditiooal guerilla taetica which aloao 
the Maraiba army koew. Indeed, aome daye before the 
battle, Ibrahim and Malhar had almost come to 
blowa over this diSerenoe in military policy. The 
BhSu, therefore, isolated Ibrahim Khao's diviaion 
on hia e:ctreme hit, fgrtheet from Malhar i and so 
it happened that hie disciplined foo^mesketeers were 
assembled io a very deep column (accordiog to the 
French practice) in one place, instead of beiog 
diatributed along his entire front, judiciously mixed up 
with hie cavalry.* 

Of the Bbau’s plan of battle we have no record ; 
it can be only guessed from the known facts. He had, 
it appears, formed no plan except a general engage¬ 
ment along the entire frout. From his sitaatiop, a 
mere broak-tbrougb would have been fruitless. He 
could not march away with his fighting troops, as he 
was lied down to the uty of Panipat by the presence 
of hie women, lakhs of camp-followers and ofvfi 
eervacts, heavy artillery, and all kinds of piv^eciy 
acquired during seven months of socceaafol f^ogress 
through Hindustao. He had forroed no base at 
Delhi or even at Bbaratpur. Reaoe, hie liberation 
could come only from a decisive defeat and flight of 

* Frisdriab the Qreat ei^ (I?8S) that oae ehoald always 
hare eanlry ob (he apot to h4p thehilaDtrr. (Uo7d* i^d 
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Abdali His diviainnal ^nerals aeted througboiit each 
on his 07Q initiative, without receiving anj ceioforoc- 
ment ot eren frcab direction from Uieir euprecnc head 
during the changing course of the battle. Like a dea^ 
perate gambler, the Bbau staked evoTTthiog on one 
throw of the dice, and did not arraoge for a com* 
pact orderly retreat in the event of a defeat beeau^se 
each a retreat was well-oigb impoeeibic in liis 
situatioo. 

The Bbau expected the regular sepoys of Ibrahim 
yhp n QSrdi to bo the spear-head of the thrust 
from hie left, while bis central division under bis 
own eyes would assail the Afghan ceittre at the same 
time. After the spear-head bad penetrated into the 
opposite ranks, its work was to be completed by the 
advance of Damaji Gmkwad in support trom behind it 

§ 15. )Vky ihe Mat^xtha rigkl u'ing fros yarafys^ 

The Bbau’s absolute lack of worthy and dependable 
lieuteusnts was bis greatest haodioap compared with 
his opponent Tbe Maratha army of the Korth had 
DO officer comparable to the brilliant galaxy of mai*tial 
stars on the Dumoi side,—Jaban Khan, SbSh Pasand 
Ehan, Atai ^an, Karim Lad Elhan, Kajib and tbe 
waeir, each a match for tbe Bl^u himself. The 
ItfaEBtha n^t wing was oompoeed of tbe contingents 
of ICaIbi.r and Jankoji Sindhia, a total of about 

men. Thwi troops bad been beaten in every 
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i?noounter -with the DimaDit) and tcrrorixed by t)ic 
Afghan atrodticR committed oo th^ wounded and 
prieoners. They conid not be brought to ioo3c the 
enemy cloeely io the face. Nor had they a eiogle 
dashing loader capable of Infuaiog a new spirit amoog 
the rack and hla. Jankoji was an ioexperieneed youth 
just out of his teens. Antaji Manakeshwar and other 
captains told off to support this wing, wore too small 
uica to take oharge of ao eo^re divisioa or to call forth 
tlie devotioa and obedience of the soldiery. Malbar 
Holkar was now a very old mao and too weak to sit 
on horseback or to go through a figbt [Raj. lii. 616.) 
Bfod if he had retained the fulness of bodily vigour, 
would he, on this Held, have gORO back on his life’s 
expcrieooo and oooviotion io favour of guerilla taetice 
and againet standing the shook of a pitched battle ? 
Thus, it happeoed that the entire right wing of the 
Maratha armv remained inert daring the critical stage 
of the battle while the issue was still trembling in the 
balance. As these bfaratha troops did not make any 
oharge, Najlb and Shah Pasand Khan on their peri 
merely remained on the alert, without attat^n^lffi 
they oould see which way the tide of battle loally 
turned io the rest of the 6eld. 

As soon as Abinad Shah bad estisHed himself that 
it was not the ordinary daily skumish of the past two 
months but a regulsu battle in foil force for which the 
Maratbas bad sallied forth that morulng, be ordered 
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owQ troops to form tbeir Uns of b&ttJc facing the 
eoamy« By tha time tbie was doDO, tbo Jato winter 
SQQ bjid already riaeo, and the Shah galloped in front 
of hia army ioapectiog erery ooe of the dWisioDa, and 
then fell back to hia customary poet io a red tent 
pitched two miles in froot of his camp^ aod just bebind 
the 6gbtiDg troops. 

The battle began, as usual in that age, with a 
caononade. The Moratha guos were larger and, owiog 
to reckleae aimiog aod faulty eloTation, their shots fell 
harmlessly behind the Sbah's troops. Tho Bnrmai, 
like a wise general, reserved hie Hre at thU stage, letting 
hk eaemies waste their powder in makiog an unprofit> 
able noise. His own strength lay, not in big cannoji, 
but in camel-swivels i and these he was resolved to 
Dse only at the right moment. 

§ 18 . /Orahiin Khon Oardi charges fhe 

_ Durrani right wing. 

>( After <bifl ptelimioary caDoonsde, the clash of 
anus began. Early that moroiog Ibrahim Ehan Gaxd), 
after postiDg his brigade io the line, had ridden up to 
the Bhau and assured him, '"Bam ! Bam 1 You were 
highly displeased with me because every month I 
sued to take from you, with bold insistence, order 
for tha cash payment of our salary, running to lakhs 
qI Hnpees. Skaa month your treasure has been looted 
aod we have got no aeder of payment. Kever miad 
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that i today 2 sbaU disohargo my duty,” He bad 
previously rejected & call frotu the Afghan king to 
join the Faithful io this war with the Infidels, and had 
replied that be held fidelity to ooe'e caaster to be tbc 
highest of virtaes. And now be lived up to bis ideal 
of duty. ImDediately after Ibis speech be galloped 
back to the head oi bis troops^ seued a flag in one 
hand and a musket in tbe other, and personally led the 
attack. Tbrowiog two of his sepoy battalions obliquely 
for wal’d on bis left band to bold the Abdali division 
under i^khurdSr Cltan outflanking him, he with 
the other seven battalions (actually 6,300 men) fell 
straight upon the forces of Hafie Babmat Khan, 
Bundi Kbao, and Abmad Bangasb (about 15,000 
strong.) The distant roar of cannon and rattle of 
musketry ceased, and soon afterwards tbe aalagoueta 
grappled together in a confused mass A nsost 
obstinate combat raged for hours. Tbe Bnbelas fought 
with tbeir wouted valour, but at first European 
trainiog and diaeiplioe seemed to Criuopb. ‘'Of the 
Bubelas eight to nine (boasand were wounded or slain 
and they were pressed back. Only a few haedr^ 
men were left with tbeii three ebiefe; bat these 
generals held their ground firmly and arreeted an utter 
rout or break tbrougb. The fighting was so close that 
one leader could not inquire about another. Eafie 
Bahmat, owing to bis illness, was carried into tbe field 
in a p^h\ Buedi Khtji ali^ted from bis horse and 
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Sqiur« vitli one dineooal line—lofinb?. 

8<}Qafe with 2 diigooil lioe* croMOd—C&vetrj’, 

White sqa&M—U&ntba troops. 

H«lf*blAek sguaro—DniTtni troops. 

Bqune with doited ouUioes—I'orroer poeitloos. 

Dotted lioe*—Lioee o( sdvMce or retreat, as ebown by arrows. 
'ZigfMg dotted llDea—Najib’s firld trenohea. 

6iDaU circtee—Broken fo^tirca. 
t—artillery 


UARATHA AfiUY 

]. Ibrahim Oardi ( 8 . 0 CO) 

2. Daraaji Oukwad (2^) 

3. Vitt4d Shiedee (1400) 

4. Minor captadns (24C0) 

b. Bhao’s bauner & position 

t Ostfre (lS40(Xf) 

7. Aota^ Uibakeahwar (1OOD) 

8 . PUaji Jadae's aona ( 1400 ) 
0. UiBor eapfaiaa ( 2 , 030 ) 

to. Jaswant Pair (1,9 j0) 

11. Shtosher Bahadw (14G0) 
]&. JaulK^ Sndhia (7^600(1 
1 & Ualhar Holkai (SJXCD 


DUERANI AUttV 

14. Barkhurdax & Amir B«f? 

(8400) 

Id, IG. Doodi &. Safis lUbmat 

(M.OOJ 

17. Abmad Ba&eaab (14CO) 

16. Oamel'swirels (1400x2) 

19. Eabnic infantry (1,000) 

SO. Oatre. Bbab Wall (15,000) 

21. Shaja (3,000) 

22. Najib (16400) 

23. Shab Pasand (&,OD0) 

24. Eeaetra (Naanfilab) 

26,' CSrU offiooB ftc. 

64L SiaTB sqoadrona of body* 

Kurde (8400) 

AMali^a tent. 
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cx]e<l OQt in ag^ODy^ ^Conirad«s I our life and honour 
ure ])erisbiQg. Hov is Hitv. Rshmht Khan 1* 

The grim Gardi'Kuhele duel went on for over three 
hours, &t the end of wbiob the twofold odds aod 
Kuhela tenaoity began to (ell against the sepoys. They 
lost the superior advaxit^e of their traioiug io the 
000 fused breMt to breast (rghtiog,* aod wheis at last 
at half past one in the aftorooon three tbousaod fresh 
troops from Abdali’s reserve joined the Bubelos, (be 
scales were hopelessly weighted against the sepoys, and 
the short black Teliogss were overwhelmed by the tall 
brawny lodo^Afghaus ; Ibrahim Xhan's battalions were 
almost aonihllate^ and only ooo battalion and a half 
nnaiQed out of eeveo. There was on hia 

aide no efficieat cavalry ready to take advantage of the 
firat auQCasaful thrust of the eepoya aod complete their 
work by a shook charge overwhelm log the disoigaoised 
Bohela iafaotry. Damaji Oaikwad who had been 
osdarad to snpport Ibrahim fought well, receiviog three 
wouuds i but bia cootsogeoi wae ieaa than 3,000 slroog 
and not first-rate fighting material, having never before 
this faced oorth-Indiaii foes. O for one hour of Dattaji 
Siodhia, at the head of his family cootiog^t fully 

• Hirsbsl 8cce uroie, Tteope that have find are nodone, 
if thoee opposed to tbem ka^e twamd (bev fire.’ So far as fin 
44nt is eofiooned, troof* adnacdog wait be at a dUadeiotage 
eoBipszed «tth Oeopa aiaadiaf laiU. eampensadoo itee io 

tin ■oral tfbet ^ attaok. the ihma of IaLDd*to>baod comber. 
{Ucyfi.UttJ 
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10,000 Atroog, in tills crisU ! 7be t«o Oardi b&tinllons 
told off Against the outflanking force of Barkhurdar, 
boMif charged them and threw the enemy ranks into 
confusion. But id the end the left attack of the 
Muatha army CQtitelv died out, and flfteoo hundred 
unwounded men, the remnant of dgbt thousand French* 
trained infantry dispersed in flight from a hopelessly 
lost field. Bossy's pupils bad not di^Tsced their 
master; they had killed or wounded more than their 
own number and borne RO per cent casual (Us before 
they were broken, 

§ 17. Sadwthir Uhan atUirke fhe Durrait/ fviiife 
under Sfioh Wali Khnn. 

^11 this time the centre bad beeu the scene of a 
atill more deadly and obstioato conflict. Here each 
aide had concentrated its best resources, and the 
oppo^ng forces wero more evenly matched io nuenbar,—‘ 
about 13,000 on each side,—Cbac in the fight between 
the Qardis and the traos'Qaoges Rnhelai (i),d00 against 
16,000.) Simultaneously with Ibrahim Kban's advance 
against the Shah's right wing, the Bhan had launched 
bis own division in au attack on the Dnxiwoi centre 
where the waair Sbah Wali Eban coomanded in 
person. Tbia atruggle was prefaced by the discharge 
of the Bhau's artillery, which wan mostly drawn up ia 
front of bis centre. To this Urn A^bau waar replied 
with &e fire of bis owo l%bter {ueoee planted on the 
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grociod ftod a thousaud 6^ve]>j;uDa mouDted on cAcnels 
which were placed before him io a line with tbeJr 
kncce tied together. Suddenly the tiring on the Maratha 
aide ceased, and from around the great yellow banner 
{Bhagiru Jkanria ) towering above their centre, a 
thunderous roar of Horn / HamHaJiadev / waa heard 
and a waving forest of long awords and spears daahod id 
the ooroing snn, as a vast cavalcade of 13,500 meu 
heaved tumnUuousIy 113^ one gigantic billow of the 
ocean and the next instant dashed in rcMstless sweep 
upon the Durrani centre. The momentum of their 
charge broke through the screen of Afghan front akir- 
Duabsrs and the hail of zambarak balls. Regardless of 
the bloody trail they left behind theo, the Maratha 
horse grappled with their foes in a deadly band to hand 
combat, under a cloud of duet “which hid the earth aod 
aky and from which blood dropped in rain-showers/' 
while the mingled diBsouance of Hara / Ham! 
Uahad^v ! and I'a AH ! Ya AH / drowned every other 
sonod. 

The desperate fuy of the Maratha charge at first 
seemed to carry everything before it. Baji Atai Shan, 
the slayer of Gevind BalJal, fell with nearly 3,000 other 
Durranis, their surviving comrades were pushed back> 
wards and many of these took the road to the camp. 
8o intense was the preseure that grand wasir stood 
only a hundred or two bnodrod troopers and 
amhEvak-camels (having their kneee tied togethax^ 
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pUced la front of him. He himself, in full aria our, 
dismounted from his horse and eat dovn on the ^rrouod, 
beating his forehead and throving dust into liis mouth 
and cursiog and baraDguiog his fleeing followers, 
brethren ( our countrj is fax off. Whither are yon 
goiog An appeal to Shnja (on bis left) to come at 
once to his rescue passed unheeded, asShuji5io riew 
of the uobrokeo enemy masses faelog him, wisely 
refused to weaken bis section of the Hoe and thus 
invite a break-through there. 

But even at the centre the Afghan line held. The 
Bbau had ao squadron of cavalry in heavy armour and 
mounted oo powerful horses ready to charge in cloae 
order and cut its way like a solid wedge through the 
shaken Bunioi ranks and oomplste his ioicial sucoess. 
The hand to hand combat swayed to and fro with eafih 
individual group’s charge aud counter-chaig;e, 
iudecisiTely for over three hours, and though the wasir’s 
casualties were much leas than bis oppooeute’, yet from 
the uuabated courage aud uild onslaught of the Maratbas 
it seemed likely that they would triumph iu the ead. 

§ 1$. Ahmad Shah reinfareas his esnira asU fighL 

Shortly after midday the 8imb received iatelUgsDOe 
of the perilous ooudition of hie right wing aad centre, 
and the dispersion of most of their (roeps to the rear. 
He could not thin his battle front elae^ere without the 
jisk of the hiarathas peaefratisg there and crumbUng 
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Up the whole Uoe. At this oriticel atege, the aide which 
would be first able to push ap adequate reinforceoeote 
to the ceoCre was sure to turn the wavering struggle ioto 
a victory. Here the Shah's matchless geoeralebip, the 
ready obedience of his troops, and the ability of hie eub* 
ordbaCo coaiinaudcre told He scat one provost-marshal 
with 500 troopers to gallop to his camp and by 
roeroilesa beating drive out of it all the soldiers who 
were fouod hiding there and all the armed followers 
to the battle front. Another officer with 1,500 mounted 
military police was posted immediately behind the 
firiogUne under orders to attack every runaway from the 
fight and turn him back to the field. Thus, some six or 
aereo thousand retreating troops were rallied. To them 
were added the small body of soldiers (under one 
thousand) fouod in the camp and a detachment from 
the Shah’s bodyguards, forming a total of over 18,000 
men. Out of these some 3,000 were sent to reinforce 
tbe hu^i-^ressed Ruhslas of the right wing, and 10,000 
to Ibe waair. At t^e same time his two flanks 

were ordered to obai^ the Maratha centre from their 
respective aides every time that the grand wasir made 
AQ advance aguost it from the front. 

It is an age-old habit of the Hindu soldiers to work 
^ high pressure up to nooa and then retire for taklog ^ 
ieed and rest. As ouconquerable lassitude comes 
0 V«t them after one o’blOi^ ia 1k» aftvooon. (Heooe, 
Hams laouehed his fftovmug oolnmns on 
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Seringapatfttn at that pjj'chologioal liour.) The 
Maratbas bad apant a sleepleas alght aud bad fasted or 
bee)) balMed for a montli before. Moreover, troops 
who carry roast oieat and dry bread io their saddle 
bags and water in leather bottles cau easily refresh and 
reiovigorate tbecoeeJves io the field Njt so a oaate 
oveNrlddeo by the dread ofdefiliog touch at meal time 
and regard iog leather with abominatioa a a a&aroaae. 
The loDg-drawn battle bad worn the Maratbas oat far 
more than the I^lusUms when the fresh Dur^nl troops 
appeared on the scene, 

I 19. Despe/ate fi^htinp b>f the oulnuniirrsd Bkau 
at tiu centre ; T)urrani iaeticc. 

Shortly after half-past oue, the reloforoements 
reached the waair, and they at once delirerad a ohax^ 
at the full gallop. Ten thouaaod frssh troops thrown 
ioto the contest at a time when the Marabhas were or- 
bausted by four hours of strenuoos hghtlog and reduced 
to less than 10,000 men, turned the scale decisively 
agaiost them, But the Bluu refused to acknowledge 
defeat He fought oo for over bq hour more, regardbea 
of the tremendoim odds oow arrayed against biv.smd 
delivered three couoter-charfes with bis rapidly 
thinaing band of persosal follows asd hias^ beaded 
the attaok. In awful bonr, wbeo dl bope of 
victory had vaouhod and life had aasuffiod the bitter 
fsate of death an tbe month of tbs Uarafibaa, there was 
22 
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DO bo^diog back among theii leaders or their Honsebold 
Ca7alr7. Nop did VUbwas Eao, the joucg heir to the 
Peabwa’s tbrooe, belie his noble aoceatrj. He pressed 
into the thick of the fight along with the boldest of his 
oomradea. 

But as the blood of the Maratha centre was being 
more and more draioed and a smaller and still smaller 
wave came up on eaob saccessive counter-attack uoder 
the BhSu, the eagle eye of Abmad Abdali aeited the 
aituatioD at a glaoce now was the time to launch bU 
most deadly weapon, so long kept in reserre for such 
a moment. He sent three sqoadrons* of his favourite 
alave ooips to fire upon the Bbau's divisioo and 
envelop it from three sides. "One squadron of slaves 
... cams up from the right and after firing off their 
muskets went away to the left. Another squadron 
which came np from the lef^ after emptying ^eir 
fire-arms galloped away to the right. Tbe third 
sqaadroQ, advaoctog from tbe front, discha^ed their 
pieces at K^u’e vaeguard and then wheeled to tbe 
rear. Before tbe eosmy oonld recover from the sbock^ 
these men had loaded (heir muskeU ^am and arrived^ 


* Kcusnd^ifi myt (has S^uadroiM of 2^000 s>sa caoh. but 
[p, 2 S] gini 'air datiu (tqaadxoos) of sUres «a«h 
eciH^fiK of 1.200 hoTSeoicD. Bmoif^ StfiH, 71, has three rfitrarf 
of a ^M>nd nse etch. Xaifi 19fi. Ast^ as tMurai, the 

nnmbc to $ or 2 feontawl nadir tbs Qidar d$as» (p. 
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the left squadron an tbe right ving and the right 
sqaadiOQ ou the left wing, while the squadron 
that had been originally in front fell on the 

rear. During this circular manoenpre, thej quickly 

dis^arged their muskets from one side and 
went off to the other. Tt looked as if on all 

four sides troops were attackiog the Marathas 

simultaneously..... Their firm staod was swept 
away..... Their vangaard retreated and miogled mtb 
the diyi^on 'under the Bbau himself, and great 
ooofusiop arose..... Tbe Maratha aoldiere who had 
been spread ower the 6eld now drew together into a 
kaotat their ceatre." [Kar-nd*din, 48^'49a.] Cyery 
A^haa bullet found ite billet lo that dense enemy mass 
around which the attacking horsemen revoWed iu 
circles. 

But ecen then^ thrice did the Maratha horse form 
■gain under their lofty banner and advaoce like a 
roaitBg wiwe upon (he waair’s front, which stood like a 
rock a&d every tine fioog them back with woefally 
thinned raziks, pnreoed and raked by the 6re of 
(he Afghan mounted tnuaketeere and oameUborne 
light artUlery. The wfdte spray of uplifted dost, 
stabbed by (he fire flash and sharp rattle of 
mflsketry, oonoealed for a fame the red he^ of writhiog 
boms and men that strewed tbe plain aa the 
surf retired dnvered into many soall edging 
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S 20. De/ith cf Vi$hnn£ Hao, Iasi effuri* of 
ihe Shan, ^(aratka rouU 

At a'qu Alter past two Visbrns lUo was ahot dead 
with a bullet, after receiTlDg a sword eat in tbe neck 
aod aa arrow wound on b!fl left e^e'brow. The fatal 
news was brought to tbe Bbau. He ordered hie nephew^s 
bodf to be laid on tbe back of his own lidiug el^hant 
in tbe rear seat of which Bapnji M. Hingan4 wae 
posted, and then came to new it. There, with hie 
doogUog by the elephaot’s head, laj the darling of a 
oaKoo, a joutb of eeveoteen only, whose placid beanty 
in death was to extort the admiring cry even of tbe 
iierce Durriul soldiery when bis body was taken to 
their camp after the battle. "Though be was no 1 odian, 
yet DO man of such light complexion and beaatifiil. 
shape bad erer come in their sight His colonr was tkk2 
of the champA flower, bis limbs weU-forned, hie anbe 
reachiog down to the knees. Hie eyes were half open ; 
be seemed to be gently asleep”—as if death could 
aobisve no victory over him. 

After a last look at his nephew, the Bhau tamed to 
the fight once more. He could not abow bis fao» itt 
Puna after having loit the predoos oba^e aafrosted 
to his bands at Patdor by a we^dng moAesc. Death 
bad lost ail its biOercrees^ beoaoae life had bo loegv 
any meanlog for him. Viotory was beyond hie power, 
but not a soldier*# death. SadishiT Bao ^aa forgot 
bis doty as a general aod^ remei^red only bis bonoar 
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as a knight. He harangued his mea, gathered together a 
amah band of his personal followers and friends, mostly 
high officare and speeialiy-paid cavalry, and led a last 
desperate charge. But now, in addition to the three 
squadrons of slave musketeers cirdiog round, 1500 
oamel-swivels were turned directly npon him, dolag 
fearful havoo at such short range. After leas than 
half an hour's renewed 6ghUng, eveo this last attack 
was smothered ia blood, about a quarter to three in 
&e afternoon, aod then a twinkle of the eye, the 
Maratha army vanished from the field like camphor.'' 
A few small broken groups here aod there moved 
auslesaly and without concert to (he rear. 

§ 21. How Sadashtv Rao Shau wot idih hia death. 

EUlf a mile from the front a fair-coloured sharp¬ 
nosed decf^syed youth, with a tall robust frame, every 
muscle of which was developed by regular daily 
SXSDOLM,—was seen limping with (he help of a short 
spear. He wore vary costly pearls iu bis ears and 
round hia a9ck, to g ether mfh a highly ornamented 
vest Throoi^toot that afternoon he had been seekii^ 
death, but death seetaad to avoid him. Three horses 
had &Jlen under him doriug the battle ; the first two 
were powerful chargees, bat the third time only a sorry 
country mace was left for him whi<^ could not cany 
him hr. He bad reoeived a spear wound aad a 
mnaket-s^ la Us thigh, the laltor of which had 
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ueri 

tiirowix him dowu. As bo was w&lkiizg 07sr the field 
like a roai) ie a dream, utterly worn out by the laat two 
moaths’ aoxlety aod the wreok oE sU bis hopes, a 
knot of hve Durtuai boraemeo, lured by hie splendid 
drees aod rloh jewels, surrounded him and cried out to 
him to surrender and save his life. But it was not 
his life that he was eeekiog; to sa7e, and be gave 
them Qo reply. The Afghan pluoderers theo attacked 
him. The wounded lion tnroed at bay and straok three 
or four of bis assailants with bis spear before be was 
killed aod his head out off and carried away by bis 
slay era Tbns perished Sa^sbiv Bao Bhau on tbe 
grave of his reputation and of the impcnalisdc dreams 
of bis rsue. The bistoriao’s memory goes forward to 
the day years later, when under a dark gateway 
of Seriogapatam another heroic Indian prinoe^ after 
the wreck of bis army and oaiise, came to bis aod is 
resisting an alien spoiler^s hand on bis person. 

§ 22. Tilt cottfesi on the Maralha right mng : 

Maihar atid Jankoji against Kajib 
and Shah Ptiaand. 

We have said nothing about one main divioin of 
tbe Maratha army because tbue is nothing to bo said 
about it Their right wiog dtd not infloeDce tbe isaia 
c£ the battle in any way. Here Sbab Paaand £3ian 
and Malhar ^^i^*** bad merely imosobiliaod each otbar 
without any exchange of fin tf blows fill after the 
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coo(e6t ia the cooUe bad been decided. During the 
five hours of the geoersl battle Kajib Eh an had 
advacced one Icos and a baif and arrived very close 
in front of Jankoji 8fndbia’s contingent. DieaouDtiQg 
hie sit tbouaaod cav&Jry and merging them with bis 
nine tbonsand io fan Cry, and liimeelf moving with tbeca 
on foot, be bad ateadily gained ground bit by bit. 
WhUe bis infantry watched with loaded firelocke, his 
pioneers advanced a mueket-ahot in front of them and 
quickJy threw up a breastwork of eand eighteen inches 
high, to which the infantry n&vt rushed up and where 
they crouched down, while the pioneers went the eame 
distance forward and prepared a similar trench for 
th e m, Arrived at last within faring range of 
Sindbia’a troops, Najib attacked tbem, diseba^iog two 
thousand rockets at a time, and "although the forces 
opposite to him wanted to attack him, they were 
convulsed and overpowered by the shock of 
this fire.” Oo tbo lefi>kand of Najib was 
Shah Paaand Khgia^ fopmiog the extreme flank of 
Abdali’e line. The bold he presented prevented 
the Maratha corps fscJng bim from drawing breath.” 
This corps was Maihar Holkar's, and nombered only 
.3,000 against the 5/KlO men led fay 6hah Pasaod. 

Oo the right of Na|3> and left of the grand wasir 
Ifocd Sbu^od‘daoiah, with 3000 horse and lOOO Stat^ 
eqoipped infantiy and twenty guns, bemdes/uosis, ready 
toiBNitaoy attack. But none atts<&ed hiA. Fa^ng , 
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him werd a nomber of amail iodivldaal cootldgenta, 
D&nelj those of Shamsher Bahadur, Jaswant Rao 
Pdar, aod othars, but these did sot make any move 
throughout the day. “Twice or thrice their swords and 
spears Hashed in the sunlight in the distaoce, as if they 
were going to issue on & charge, but it did not 
materialise, sod the thing passed oS* safely for os,’' as 
8hnjS's clerk writes. It maaos that every hne the 
BhSu made a charge from the centre, a thrill of ezofto- 
meofi passed through bis nght wiog and eome men there 
shooted to be led oo to an advance from that wiog i bat 
they had no general with heart or Icsdership, the 
momentary entfausiaim evaporated and notbiog was 
done. Only at the end of the day, when all was almost 
over at the Maratba centre and left wiog, and the 
entire Afghan lioo advanced, Shah Paeaod aod Kajib 
made an onset upon their opponents Malbar dxvtfled 
away, uncovering Jaoheji’s right Hank, which Shah 
Fasaod at once turned ; Siodbia’sl^ver-beaten contiogent 
shamelessly followed Holkar’s exaraplo, leaving their 
chieftain to his fate. [5PD. xxvii- 271.] Jankoji was 
wounded aod driven upon the centre, Jaswsni Pi^ and 
a son of PiJaji ^dav fell, Shamsher Bahador was mortally 
wounded, and the Maratha right wic^ oeaaed to waist 

% 2S. Purfttdt and tlaugkUr of the if(ini£l<7». 

Tha last Oaoe of resisUaoa oetsad at a quarter to 
three in the afternoon. Hurt of officers of the 
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defeated arco^ bad falleo, aod the field was covered 
with Mattered kooU of bewtJdered leaderless coen 
makiag tbeii way between piles of the dead aod wounded, 
^every ooe fleeiog as he found a path, without tryiug 
to noite with others/' Then the whole Durrani Hue 
advaooed in one erultaut rush. The MaraUia 
oa(sp, stocked with itamenee liches, lay only two miles 
before them, and from it streams of fugitives 
encumbered with heavily loaded transport animals were 
seen to be issuing. Two hours of daylight still 
remained, aod as the moou did not set before a quarter 
past nine that night, the pursuit waa kept up for twenty 
miles in a fau'shaped eemi-oircle by the Durriui 
bofsemeo, who slew every one they could overtake. 
Bat the Maratba entreochuieotd were uot sacked that 
evening, because Ahmad Shah, like a wise geoeral, kept 
bis troops together till he could be suro that the euemy 
forces were destroyed beyond any chance of rally or 
ooonter-attack.* 

Next morning the sun revealed a horrid spectacle 
on the vast plain soatb of Paoipat Oo the actual 
field of the combat thirty-two distinct heaps of the slain 
were counted, the number of bodies in each ran^ng 
from 500 upwards to 1,000, and in fonr np to 1,500,—a 
rough total of 23,000. In addition io these, the ditch 
louod the Maratha camp was fall of dead bodies, partly 


‘ as. Kv. daM£s MU, ?2-71 Mantutil, 

Kia* Fadois, Aidebtofrop/tf. 
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tbe victims of disease and fanioe duriog the long stage 
and partlj vronnded men who had crawled oat of the 
iightiDg line to die there- West and south ol Panipat 
city, the jo Ogle and road in tbe line of Maratha retreat 
were Uttered with the remtdns of those who had fallen 
unreeiatuig in the relentless Dornni poxsuit or from 
hunger aod esbaustion. Their number,—probably three’ 
foarths aOQ’Combatanta and one^fourth soldiers, eoaid 
not have been far short of the vast total of those slain 
in the battlefield. "Tbe huadtede who Jay wounded 
perished from tbe severity of the cold." 

After tbo havoc of cQmbat follosred cold'blooded 
massacre. Several haodreda of Maratbas had hidden 
themselves in the hostile city of L^nlpat, through 
folly or belplessneae ; and these were buntod out next 
day and put to the eword. According to one piaaaible 
acconot, tbe sons of Abdus Samad and Uian Qotb 
received tbe ^arrini king’s permiaaioo to avenge 
their fathers' death by an indiscriminate massaore of 
the Maratbas for one day, and thus nearly nine thousand 
men peiiahed [Bfiau & Bakh. 123]; these were 
evidently non-combatante. Tbe eye-witoese, EiSridtij 
Pandit, thus deeoribes the scene: 'Svety DonSaf 
soldier brought away a hnodred or two of prisoners 
and slew them la tbe ontekvts of their oaoap, crying 
out, ‘When 1 started from ouroouafiy, siy mother father 
eister aod wife t^d me to slay ao saeny k&firt for their 
sake after we had gained the viotocy in this holy wax, 
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80 that the religious merit of this act [of iofidel-slayiogl 
night accrue to them.’ in thU way, thousands of aoldiera 
and other persons were massacred. Iq the ehah'e 
camp, except the quarters of himself and liis nobles 
every tent bad a heap of severed beads before it 
Ooe may say that it was verily Doomsday for the 
Maratba people." 

}? 24. Tiu spoils of ike putore. 

“The booty captured withio the entrenchment was 
beyond cal eolation, and the regiments of Kbaos (i. a 
8000 troopers of Abdali olansmeo) did not, as far aa 
possible, allow other troops bke the Iraois and Turaois 
share in the plooder } they took possession of every¬ 
thing themselvee, bnt sold to the Indian soldiers hand¬ 
some Brthniaa women for one iuman and good horses 
for two iumwu each.' [Nur-ud-din, $0b.] The 
Deocani prisoners, male and female, reduced to slavery 
by tie viotorions army numbered 22,000, many of them 
being the sons and ottier relatives of the sardsrs or 
middle class men. Among them 'coee-Iimbed slave girV 
are mentioned, which shows that the Maratha officers 
dcuing their victorioM oconpation of Delhi bad imitated 
the Pesbwa's example and r^knished their harems with 
the fair-coloured beauties of the northern hill range, for 
whom there were regolac ma^ets in Delhi Labor end 
other great citiee. BesLdee tbsee 32,008 sabappy oaptives, 
em ioor hiuidced offioan and 6,000 men fled for refnge 
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to SbujS’s CAmp, and wen sent b&ek to tbs Deccan 
with moDoy bclp by that Kawab, at the reqeest of his 
Hindu officers. The total Iom of the Alarathas after 
the battle is put at 50,000 boreea, captured cither by the 
Afglian army or the viUagera along the route of ffighc, 
tfTO baodred thousand draught cattle, some thousands of 
camele, fire buudred elephants, besides cash and jesrellery. 
^^ery trooper of the Shah brought atvay teo, aod aou^’ 
tinee tf^eoty camels laden with money. The capturod 
horses ‘ff^re beyond count, bnt none of dicra was of 
value; they came like drores of sheep iu tboir 
tliouaanda'’ * 

S 25. The cnxna/fice in thr ^Inra/fm /inny. 

Among those who fell h the battle waa the Pashwi’s 
eldest eon Vishi^ Hao, whose body was detained fof 
three days by the Dunioi soldiers clamonrlsg that 
they would stuff it and carry it away to their country 
as a memorial of their victory over *cLe Ecoperor of the 
Hindus'; but it was at last surrendered at Shoja-ad' 
daulah'a entreaty io hU Bnbmans for crecnatiom The 
headless truck of the Bluiu was dragged oat a 
heap of the sUin two days after the battle, aad the head 
on the third and bunt at different tunee with pn^>«r 
□tea. Jaewaot Bao Pear, one son Of Pil^*l ^adav, 
Tokoji 8iodh^, Santajl 'WagU (covered with 40 wound^ 

•4iB, 006; tI 4O0uid eOOt 
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aod several other cspUiiis were koowo to have perished 
here. Jaokoji Siodbii, helpless from severe wonode and 
with a broken arm hung bj a sliog from his neck, was 
iouod and concealed in a tent by Barkhurdar Kban, who 
agreed to ransom him for seven lakbs ; bat when Najlb 
Xhan, the moital enemy of the house of Sindbia, got 
scent of the matter and told AbdSli, Barkhurdar liad 
Jankoji murdered aod buried io secret iu order to avert 
his master’s wrath. {ICaahira].] Ibribim Kban Gardi, 
also badly wounded, took refuge io Shuja’s camp^ but 
the PurrSni soldiers demanded the execution of this 
Muslim ally of the iuiidele, and the Sbah yielded to 
their clamour. Bbamsher Bahadur, who had escaped to 
Knmbher, died of bis wounds, in spits of all the atten* 
tion and care of 6araj Mai. Another notable general, 
Antaji Maaakeehwar, on bis way home was killed by the 
Baluch lords of Farrokbnagar, as also was Kiji Hari. 

Among these, the historian has a special reason for 
lameatiiag the death of Aodiji, which has robbed 
posterity of a most bnlliant account of the battle of 
F^nipat from the Marstha side. He has left behind him 
Hit most graphic aod detailed despatches on his other 
campaigns and reporta of Delhi Court affairs. He was, 
in. fact, a journalist before his time, and possessed tiie 
modem preasman’s fadle pen, eye for ^e pictareeqne, 
deeoriptive power, and—we most moornfuBy addj'^'dis- 
regard of tnA for prodoeing effect or gfori^dng 
luawell 
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MabSdji Siodliift reo^iyid dariog hi^ flight woiiode 
from a Dnrraoi pursuer which ^acned bim for life. It 
waSj io short, a nation-wide diBsster like Flodden Field ; 
there was oot a bozne in Maharashtra that had not to 
mouro the lots of a member, aod several houses their 
verf heads. An entire generation of leaders was oat 
o6 at one stroke. * 

As for Sadaeblv B§o Bhan, the survivors of 
&i1al day made him the scap^at of the Maratba 
debacle. They ascribed the loss of their oorthem 
empire and army solely to hie overweening coneei^ 
contempt for the advice of wiser men, and that intellei^ 
taal blindness with which the gods first effiict those 
whom they wish to destroy. J.ater geoeradons of 
Maratba writers have echoed this cry, but with whst 
little justice the autbeotic documents cited in tiks fof^ 
goiog narrative of his campaign will have shown. Bui 
his cooduct on the last day no stadent of the military 
science can justify. When a soldier makes the supreme 
aacriAce, there may be sorrow for it, bnt not r^trst. 
The fruit of his action is immaterial to him. Tbe yoea^ 
hero~cnly two years older than the Bban;‘'‘-'whw fall 
into tbe arms of violory w the Hei^hte of Abeahas^ 
was fond of siogiagr 

* Aiitt|t,'~E!tthisw S8. Ifafaadji 80^8^ Bwmn 

Siahi ?&. Ibcahiffi G«rdi,^[aihJzsi 8148 (pomo a ed b; oedarX 
SvJU H (eorpM disea s ed and sxpOMd). i&a. 190 
(coafiDed b a oac^ tbeo bduadad.) Oidittan-i-IiakmtU, ffr, 
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Why, ! why 

Kbould wo be uidlaocholy boye ? 

Why, aoldiert! why, 

We whose busiooes ’tie Co die ? 

It-ffouM h&Te made AO difference in bis outlook upon 
life if lie bad changed placee with his galinot Freoch 
rioal and closed his evca amidst the darkness of defeat. 

Bet a grneraUssiino who has led into ruin half a 
lakh of figbtera and eight tiroes that number of non- 
nombatants eotrasted to bis care, amd made no provision 
f(« their compact orderly retreat under proper leaders 
in the event of an almost certain defeat, stands on a 
different footing and mast receive a different yerdiot 
at die bar of history. 

§ 26. Troiib}f4 of the fiigitiveo. 

For the fugitives from Fanipat the open road to the 
Decoan lay through the tract west and south-west of 
iA, the Hariana countiy or the modern distriots 
of Siaai and Eohtak. Hare the Marathas reaped as they 
kad sown in the past Almost every year siuoe 
1764 they had crossed and recroseed this trac^ pillagiog 
or blackmailing the peasants and landlords alike wi^ 
isaana greed. Paymeot of the fixed revenne or tzihuta 
to one Mamtha officer bad not saved the village head¬ 
men from exaction by another. The teoaota o| the 
ioeal flUefe who had joia«d the Maratha banaws had 
]>emarbbhed by the Daooadi troops, and ^peaU for 
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redrc^e eteo to their highest g;eneral8 had ooiy prodaced 
the comfortUes reply, '‘They are soldiers ; they always 
do it/’ [Malhar’e speech to Iinad*nl>molk, 31 May 
1754. T. Ahinfid Shaki.] 

The numerous small scattered fragmeots of the 
vaO(juiebed army came here, worn out with huDger, 
oeasdesa mardiiag, and coostant alarms, aad weat to 
the viJlagee to beg for food and shelter. Then the 
juatlv iocensed peasantry turned on ^em, robbing the 
stragglers of their arms, apparel aod horses, and kUling 
all who hesitated or attempted defeocc. When 
larger bands, moTiag under their generals, like Sat^oji 
Jidav, appeared, they offered fight from within their 
walls. These generals, with half-dead horses, fainting 
troops and no guns, were not in a position to attack 
any village, and had much ado to continue their retreat 
without befog beaten aod robbed. Even the women 
plundered solitary Deccaois without resistance. Many 
thousands of horses were here sacrificed and the broken 
remnant of that proud army at last reached shelter on 
foot, most of the men hsviug been robbed of their ehaJs 
and coats and wearing nothing but a rag wr^jped 
round tbeii loioa [Eaj. vi 409.| The Baluoh saonndars 
of Bahadnigarh and Farrukhnagar were partionlaHy 
ruthless towards their infidel oppressors aod eager to 
emulate their triumphant Dunini brethren They ro* 
oogoiaed Antaji Maoskeshwai by Ids horse and drees 
as a chieftain aod slew him for the rich spoUs. Many 
S8 
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kse«r capUios net vlth tbc ssme ignominious 
eod. 

le ms only when tbe fugitives, now at their iast 
gup from 200 miles of flight without food or rest 
through a hostile population, reached the Jat kingdom 
that they found a haveo of refuge. Soraj Mai received 
them with every mark of kiodness and hospitality, giving 
free rations to every Beccani soldier or camp-follower 
and medical attendance to their wonnded, and, when 
they were xosted and recovered, conveyance to their 
own city of Ghnlior. Thus flfty thousand men and 
w<Maen, the aole survivors of the Bbaa’s camp at Pinipat, 
were saved. Ihe Jit queen was particnlarly iiberal 
ia her charity to the Bmhnane and respectful attention 
to the ladies of the Maritha race. ITot a single man 
among them could have returned to tbe Deccan if Snraj 
hfal had so wished, se Father Xavier Wendel justly 
idaima* 

$ 37* Ootmqntmctt cf ths.hoMU of Pampat. 

Sinoe the days of Tiahwanatii X. it has 

been tbe fashioo witik Maratha waters to belittle tiie 
reenlt of the battle of I^ipat as no disaster to the 
Mara fh as exoept for tike death of so many ohiefe and 
»o many thonsanda of so1<£er& Its political 

* SqtiivaB QiiMed.--2fttstid-diQ 61. CMbinj 88. Baj w. 
«B aad CO (Snod XaTs ta^l Weadti. fione iapakd on 
Boaep« aati^ifa w at tf 3kM n. 
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coaBeqoeQce is spoken of as Dotbiag, and Abdali’s 
victoiy as a great illuaiou. Ibis riew is supported bf 
the fact tbat Ahmad Shah loaped do lastiog gain from 
his pictoiy and sought soon afterwards for a frieudlf 
settlement with the Peebm by sending an euvoy and 
presents to him. Mahadji SiodhiS’s ocenpaCioD of 
Delhi in 1781) ie pointed out as a proof tbat the 
Maratha defeat of 28 years earlier bad been completely 
DuUiGed. But a dispassionate sorrey of Indian history 
will show bow unfounded this cbauyloistio claim is. 
A Maratha army did, no doubt, restore the exiled 
Mugbal Emperor to the capital of his fathers in 1772, 
but they came then, not as kiogmakers, not as the 
dominators of the Mughal's empire and the real masters 
of bis nominal ministers and generals. Thst prood 
position was secored by \&bidji Sindhia only in 1789 
and by the British in 1808. 

But what a change from the Indian world of 1760 1 
The contrast can be most easily realised if wc imagine 
that the Maratbas had tHumphed on that X4th of 
January. Then the broken Durrani army would have 
been ensiled from India, robbed and hunted down by 
the Sikbs through the Pan jab, the Indus would have 
been closed to invasion from the north-west, the mortal 
enemy Najib Kkui would have been ernebed outright 
instead of reigning for the next ten years as the dictator 
of Delhi, and the middle and upper Doab would have 
been purged of every siogle element hostile to tbo 
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Marathaa. Ttc BhSu’s Mmy, flusKed witli victoty aod 
eeeing all tlieir enemies in Kortb India cowering; in 
terror, would liave taken up DattSji's inCerropted plan 
<ji aanexing the proptneeg of AHshabod and Bihar and 
6ee»og Baaf^al. In 1761 the English would certainly 
hape eared Bengal from Marathi incuriion by regularly 
paying but they could hardly haro fought to 

preserrc Bibar, ae their Home forces were now 
involped in tho weary exbaustiag latter stage of the 
longHlrawQ Seven Years' War. Therefore, Bihar would 
have remained a Juopiog-off ground for further 
Maratba adpentures in the north>eaat, ae Oriiea bad 
become by Alivardl’a ceesioo of 1751. Shuj£-nd*dauJah 
would have eunk into obedieoce ae a tribute-paying 
vassal. 

But in 1772, and still more markedly in 178il, 
things woro not as they had been in 1761. In these 
eleven years, the El Dorado of Bihar and Bengal had 
become oJoeed to the Maratbas beyoud the possibility 
of conquest; even the chaulh for tliese provinces, 
though formally granted to them by the Mugbal 
Emperor iu 1746, bad lapsed, and they durst not claia 
it (as Mahadji Siodhia found to his cost when he sent 
a feeler to Sir J. Maopherson on this old legal claim); 
Oudh was now girt round by British bayooete, »id 
the long oovoted city of Allahabad was entrusted to 
tbe same eteong arms ; even the I^r Rohelas,—those 
last ptjB^bte aliiea of the Uaradias (erUier tiirongh 
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military weakness or territorial aobltioo) io any 
inTaaion of Oudb,—were to be ernabed only two yean 
after Shah Alao’a return Co Delhi under Moratha 
proteetion. 

Id the Dorth-weet, the Panjab was for crer lost to 
tJie Maratbas. A race that could not stand fast and 
true as the watch on the Indue^ bad no moral right to 
rule that frontier provinoe. At tbe end of the eloTen 
yean that followed Fanipat, while a Durrioi riceroy 
held Court at Peshawar, central and eastern Faojab 
had been practically abandoned to the Sikhs, and 
Sarbiod formally to Ala Singh’s successor, and these 
new masters would have been no more submissive to 
the hfnratha intruders than to the Afghan. Nay more, 
the Sikbs rushed into tbe upper and oortb-middle Doab 
to dll the void caused by tbe eclipse of the Manutba 
power there during these oleveo years, and by their 
anoual raids left tbe land sucked dry for any Maratha 
army or tribute collector that might come after 
them. 

What then remained to tbe returned Maratha 
dictators of Delhi in 1772 ? Only tbe Jat oonntry, 
Mewat and Eaivna in tbe west, which beoame the 
cockpit of tbe empire during the next two decades. 
Tha ambition and arms of the revived Uaratha power 
in the north were henceforth cooped np within the 
barreu sands of Bajpuiaua and the broken infinitely 
chequered wilderness of Bandelkband,—all Hindu 
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teiritory,—and their ac^vitio3 there for the forty years 
from 1765 to 2805 have left a legacy of hatred for the 
Marstba name io Bajput hearts, which lias not yet 
died out 

The moral effect of the disaster of I^aipat was even 
greater. The Maiatba failure to oppose the foreign 
invader in 175? and even more, wi& the Bbau’s vast 
resources la 1750-61, 000 vinced the Indian world (hat 
Maratha friendship was a very weak reed to lean upon 
LD aoy real danger. Ko Kortb-Iadian potentate would 
risk sure annihilation by siding with the Maraibas in 
their day of difficulty, or even while the issue of their 
oontest with the foreigner was trembling in the balance. 
Slaratha protectioQ was not worth purchasing by the 
least sacrifice, because the Maratbas had clearly demon* 
strated in the last four years that they could not protect 
their depeodenCs, any more than they had been able to 
protect their own selves in 1761. 

Above all, to tbs reflective historian, the nnipat 
diaaster by killing the Feshwi Balaji Sao and removing 
nearly all of his great captains and able civil officers, as 
wsB as his grown up son Vish^a Rao and his expert 
and devoted prime minister fiadashiv Bao Bhao, left the 
path absolnteJy open and easy to the goUiy ambition of 
Ba^iUMth Dada, toe most iniamooa character in 
Maratha kJetocy. Other losses time coold have made 
good, bet this was the grea t e st done by the 

debacle at Htaipei. 
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§ 28 . DtaUt of lh(’ f^enhicti Baluj! 72^. 

The PcehwS’s health bc|^n to show an alarmiog 
ijeoline towards the close of the year of bU greatest 
thumpha in the Korth and the South,—his victory over 
the Kisam and his capture of the imperial capital. 
Uaeuspected by doctors, the hand of death was already 
upon him. A waatlog disease was sapping bis strength, 
and this, conpled with the increasing worries of public 
bueinesa, quarrels within hie family cdrcle, and above all 
the bankraptcy of his Governmeot, made him 
extremely irritable. Some attempt was made to divert 
him with dance and song, for which baodaome 
elave-girls were imported from Delhi, aod even 
by marrying him to a new young wife on 27th 
December at Paithio. He now planned to march to 
ifortbem India, taking Nitam Ali with him, in order 
to make a combined effort of all the loyal country Powers 
for expelling the alien usurper of the PadUhah^s realm. 
On 9th January 1761, Raghunith Da<^ and Sakhitam 
I^pu were deputed to induce I^izim All to come. Thp*. ^ 
embassy failed, and the Peshm had to oontiDue hu 
oortbward march alcne. 

By this time all was over with the BhSu, aod od 
24th January the Feshtra at Bhil» intercepted a banker's 
letter written from Delhi giving the fatal news of 
l^nipat. All his plans we r e now upset He halted at 
Bbilsi till 7th February, and then marched by way of 
Siber aod Sirooj to Pacbhar, 83 miles north of Siioaj^ 


160 PAXL OP THB IXUOHAL EitPIRB (CH. XXI 

io the hope that the rozpours about theBbSu aod 

aoue other chief a having eacaped from the field might 
prove tnie. Here the aurvivore from Piaipat 
met HiDj and pressed him to return home. The awfai 
cataetropbe had unbioged his mind aad haateoed the 
worh of coneumption. He bt^an to moan to bimscif 
a] one, call for Ms lost son and couaio, and talk 
incoberentlj. By this time ho bad been reduced to 
a skeletoo, having lost 64 As. Jheaving Fachhar on 
22 March, the Court returned to Puna in June, and 
here be expired on 23 Jane 1761. It waa a dismal 
snueet to the glorious noon of bia fatber'a and his own 
reign. A. new scene now opened in the tragic drama 
of Maiatba history, with its ‘Theban horrors" of murder 
euirnde and the untimely death of the yoang. * But 
the bistorian of Delhi is not concerned with it, as the 
Delhi Govern ment practical ly enjoyed a respite from 
Maratha intrusion almost to the end of the reign of 
the new Peahvn Hadhav Bao Ballal (17 61-17 72.) 
Pampas had done ite work even is the South. 


• FsAva'a last S&, Ksaa Fadnis 

m^xt^SKk XIL804. tzTi. 88X273. xl.m. 
SimkiSA,^ . 




APPENDIX 


I. The Pe^ftica’s for U4i defeoi ai I^nijtat. 

Did Baiaji Kao cause the dieaMar at Panipat by breallng: 
his promiee to go to the relief of the Bbiu with an army 
from the Deccan ? No, becauae there is not a scrap of 
cTidence tiiat ho tnade any such promise, or eren that the 
BbSu had appealed to him for roiaforcemeats. The modem 
etfort to make the Pesbwi or Gorind Ballil the scape^t 
for the Panipat disnetur is at oaco diaprored by the coo cents 
and dales cl tiie origcaal letters of the Bbau end the 
Peebira, and the fact that it cook at lease four uteka in 
the sioaC peaceful timee for a ieUer to Cravel from PanipaC 
to the Oodlvan, while the least local disturbance on the 
long ronte would delay the letter by week>« more. The popular 
tbeciy that the Bhau put ofi hJa attack on Abdali 
immediately after the riral armies had reached Hnipat 
becau.<e be expected that the Pesbwi would come up in the 
rear of Abilali and thus the enemy would be easily 
deaCroyed between two fireSf is pure moonshine, because 
the BbSu decided to entrendi on 4Ui NoTemher [Baj. L 2^ 
when there was not the least wluspec of the Peahwi havuif 
started for the north or ersn that be had decided a 
personal ca.nipaign in Hinduatan. 

On 6tb September the Kian dtd indeed appeal to die 
Pe^TO, but it was for money ; be gisee not the faintast 
idea of any military iosuffieienoy on his aide. TBen 
followed the success at Eluigpuri (Ootober), whi^ eleraied 
the spirit of the Haraiha army of the North. Ereo on 
let Noremher the Bbiu wrote to Gorind BaMl that be “had 
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every hope ef being: able to enallow Abd.rli up io a fen 
^ays.” [Eaj. >. 261.) Another letter from his camp ivritten 
four (lays later (by Krisbna Josbi) ebowa his onny ia the 
eame over-cODfident spirit For a luoath after tbis> i up 
to the 7th of Decomber, the UaAtha troops retmned their 
optiiuism ; they were daily roving round the Afghan camp 
and makiag spoils from Its outskirts and distressiog the 
enemy by cutting b’s supplies oif, while ITiro Shankar 
from Delhi was successfully barrylog the middle Doftb 
and parts of traos-Gangee by means of bis detachments 
\8PD~ ih 197. Raj. I. 24$.) Therefore, such a dominant 
force could bavs had no occasion or valid reason for 
demanding more man-power from the South, hfooey alone 
was needed by It, and that money could corns only from 
the Maretha collectors In the North. 

The fall of M^b4nd4l6 (7 Dec.) completely changed the 
Bcen^ but not at onco, It took the SbSb about a fortnight 
from this date Co cut tbe BbTtu’s Une of commnnlcarion with 
Delhi, to terrorise Che Mamlhn army loto remaining passive 
ffichin their trenches day and nigb^ and to stop their 
provision supply altogether. Govlnd himself fell on 
Deoember. Thac waa the dice on which despair took 
tho place of boastful confidence In Che beleaguered army. 
But a letter sent out of Panipct on 22ad December (the day 
when the Bbiu received the mangled head of Qovrod 
Balil), even if It could have escaped tbe Dcrnol patrols 
and the hostile Balnch samlhdars on the way, could not 
have brought a eingls trooper back from the Deccan, could 
Qot even have reached tbe PeshwS before the fatal mortu^ 
<tt 144 Ja&oary 176L 

The aowdiva says 4Bt be was looking for armed 
nltef fiiOD tbe Boutft He pedahed, not es mnoh from 
ia^fleisMy og twapwwB, ae beeaee hb army at 
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and aftdr 'liTed la tbs air'*; it bad no SGCura ha«a at alL 
He bad rejected Suraj Mai’s vise advice to leaTo all bie 
QOn<ombaeai)ts aad Impedimeoca bebiad la the <Tat forts, 
80 ae to render bis force extremely mobile. After this !( 
wee a criminal folly oa his part to make Delhi bis base 
aad yet leave tbrre Karo Bbanbar with a contemptible force 
of 3.CNXI li^bt boree and 8,000 foot^ all secood line troops 
or raw recniita jBaj. >. 237), whont any Dunaai 
lieutenant could have cruabed. Even a Datfaji Sxndkia 
with fully 10,000 eeasoned boiae of bis own, if posted 
at Delhi, would not have been more than wbat (he 
unportance of that base during the Bbau’s oortbnard advance 
to the Satlaj demanded from a farsighted general. 

The Bhliu IiskI taken 78 days In maichiog from Btadbkbed 
to a place 90 miles nhort of Agre, and (he Peahen would 
have required at least a hundml days In oorcring a route 
975 miles longer, from Pnitbin to Panipat The knowledge 
of this fact alone would have deterred the Bbau fcocn 
asking for (be Peshva's armed aid. 

Tberefora, it le proved beyond a doubt that the only 
help which sbe Pbuu solirited from (be Peehwa wae money. 
Such an appeal exasperated Balaji Rno beyond eoduianoe^ 
and with evory reason. He bad, in order to furoisb the 
Bbau for the Hindustan expedition, added to his already 
heavy burden of debt, and cut down the force iMeiaad 
for the defenoe of the Deccan to the bones (only ilOijdOO sea 
of Us own.) The devoted Dattaji SindUi had aa s a red bia 
that he was thinking day and ai^t bow to nllove the 
Feabwa'e load of debt, but Daaap in the midst of bis 
ardnoua eampaigBS In (he North bed never asked kf 
temitSance hem Pan a. The Bbau had been supplied with 
a oiueh iargat army and c«d«« lor half the Manthe dues 
in tte North. Hie task wu to collect, by the demons Man 
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of bis fores, the tributes and rsTeoas oatsiaadin^ thsro and 
thus Wp to satisfy the creditors of the Puoi GoTeroment^ 
for vhom nothing could be spared from the scanty reranuee 
of the Deccao. And yet the Bhau was demanding more money 
for bis Own expenses can now easily umlerstaod why 

Klaji’s courtiers found iC dangerous even to speak to him 
about the army under tbe Bhau. As a courtier reporta, 
‘'He has lost all recoUeettou of the men In Hindustan 
(n%, (lie Bluu and bie army.) Even talk about sending 
help to them is displeasing to his mind.” [Letter of S6 Not. 
SPD. ii. lS3=zrTii. ^60. j To such hints tbe Peshwa’s 
reply, expreeeed by alienee or a grunt rather than words, 
signified chat he had given the Bhau a rope sufficiently long 
to hang himself with and would leave him there. What lashed 
his reeentment to fury was the unforgettable fact that the 
same rope which Sa^thiv had placed round his own 
seek would strangle Vishwas Rao also ! 

In Such droumstaoees, a born master of eSairs would 
have asserted hU will, cut his losaee by abandoning all hie 
northern ambitions (or severely curlaillog them within tho 
of possibility), and commanded the Bhau ai ones 
to fill bank on Agra, or even Gwalior, and thus saved bis 
son and army, at tise ajpeose of die coveted but unattainable 
kudalup of Deiiti and the Fsnjab and the unhampered 
possestioo of the We can blame Biliji for titia 

bilure of a enpreme masss's duty ,* his marriage at Paitbin 
had nothing to do with tie issoa in cheKorth. 

Tbe military disaster so tbe Mafftthag at ^nipat was 
bsevicable, ooaaideni^ the polar difGaeooe in anaamenc, 
tacHOt ^ecrpjis^ inteamai ooiumcn ^ means of a d^Mati* 
able ohain of officen) and nutabsce hatwsen the rival at»ea,^ 
cDoH have been mo rietory iar the Bbau Aoe; the 
Dtvjset wn a t n o oeae f ol rebeat witii i^at. he oonld eava 
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«ut of KU arcnj, abaadoniDg xU hU tccumulateil plunder of 
eis iDonbhe niid moat of bid nOD>oombatants. His failure 
in that clash of ams (lo« not exciM our iadlgnation so 
mucli Rs the utter tdindness to the facte of the situa^on. 

lack of a consistooC far*sighte<l policy and of the 
practical give and taka spirit, and above all (be total 
diplomatio failnre,—in one word, tlie want of stateemaa* 
ship,—on (he part of tbe naaster at Puna who dictated, 
and the doomed agent near Delhi who carried ou^ his 
Kortii'Indian policy. 

H Ilotc fbr did .VaVuir Jiolkar fot&ibuU 
to the ftefcol at Paiiipal ? 

Id a defence of ble own conduct supposed to bare been 
dictated by Malbar Holkar, which is current in Mabenshcn, 
he says that he was ordered by Che BbSu to escort the 
wieea of the Bbau and other chiefs out of tbs Panlpafi 
camp to the Peccan as soon as be saw ugns of dafsU In 
the field on that day (or reouTsd a hint (o (baS efieeS from 
tbe BhiuX and that he had left the field according. Pbis 
apologia bears erery mark of b^g apocryphal, and indeed 
K&jwid§ auepsctsd its authenticity long ago. The only 
diyisioa of tbe Maratba army that reCursed from f*Snipat 
in a tolerably large and oocnpaet form was Holhar's (abost 
1,500 mao.) If he was the officer selected by tiio BhfiB 
lead tbe retreat, he would oertmnly have k^t touch, duwogh' 
out the fight, with the ladies whom be bad bean otdsced 
So save and he should have gone np to (bem hnnvediafrdy 
after leayiag tbe field- Bnt in fact io met Krrslt Ki on 
tire way, some ^ hoars after the end of tbe battle^ which 
shows that tb«r junction was purely aoddentaL 

Ap>;» though aooording to the ouireot Maratha tradittra 
(Shdu 3ah, BakJiar, p. 70 and IIoUv Knifijial, p. 23X 


S(j({ FAT-t. OF THE ilUGHAf^ e.MPrBB [OH. XXt 

Toung JAok<^ji Siodbin cIuq^ u MaDiar e* a child doaa to 
its mother, sad ia tbe baUle of Pioipat eTankoji was posted 
at the very elbow of Maihar, ^le laua* did oot ake Janko 
with him in his Aight, which be could have most easily done 
io a prearranged and well-conducted retreat The weight 
of evidence is irrseietible that hfelbar thought only of saving 
himself, and by a secret collu.«ion with Najib (and, through 
Najib, with Shah Pasancl Khan, his opposite numbpr^ that 
neither party would molest the other, he remained inert 
dunng the critical stage of the battle. * But as soon aa 
tho Bhau’s defeat appeared certain, though still an boor before 
the end of the etruggle, Malhar Aed away irescwarda, tbue 
utterly uncovering JaokojI’a right flask. Shah Pasand 
thrust himself Into the gap and attacked Janko from that 
wing and the rear, while Najib, who bad now worked his 
way to within musket shot of Janko (hie opposite number), 
assailed him in front with a cUscharge of 2,000 rockets at a 
time into his deeeely crowded and confused ranka Jankoil, 
bijneelf severely wounded and enveloped in front right and 


* 3ha sober tCsabiraj saye, "Shah Pasand Khan was vary 
bcaiw aftd expsEunoed io war. He adraooed with such vigonr 
disc tba (con^EOBlingl Maratha eorpe had not the power to draw 
hsHctb,"--whkit I take to mean the two udee only made a 
dssumstoalioa from a rimt dittnee. Bu AHah Paaand’s serrant 
Ebamliv writing 86 yean s£t««acda, says with hla usnal euggera* 
don,—"Aa Jasko and Man>T vlth one of Qoops, kc^ug 
thor feet firmly before Shah Pmnd B2ian, were fighting, Uie 
S2an oo becoming sCwgUiaed at heart when be heard the 
D«we uf the fiight of dw ioitdeie Cat the ocetre], charged tbe 
mdan to frcmt of him and fee two fhans. At last they 

loo neft s f o d to fig!*,* Ifos. Ot. 180^ p. ?&) 

Ualhar's eoMoft wUh Vsflb is Bxntfened by Nar. <6l4) and 
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rear, naa dn7«o wUh the broken remnane of bio diTcaioa 
towards hla left (cbe onl; path norv lying open to him) and 
mebed tbe rear of the Bhiu’s di?i"iou (cbe centre.) Thoro 
he fell into the java of Barkhtirdar Khan» who, after the 
annihilation of the G&rdi troops and conae^jiieDt disappear* 
aQ<^e of the entire Afaratha left wing, bad turned the 
Maratba centre and got behind the Bbnu. 

It ia only on this supposition (bat we can explain bow 
Jankoji, who waa poaced on the extreme ri^ of the 
Meratha line of battle, happened to becona the captiTS of 
BarklturdSr Kban, who oommaodad at a diagonally oppo^te 
peution, namely tbnt facing the extreme kfl of the Haratha 
line. 


III. iiwtO'iATZ xouna’jf ox J'QuifMii 
The primary source for the history of tbo 8 Imu'» 
oampmgn in Hindustan (March 1760—January 1761) from 
the Maratba ude is die long aeries of leOera from the Bbgu 
to Oovind Ballal and others and eerenl of OoTind Baim% 
letters which V. K, I£jwid$ recovered snd printed ia his 
i>3dhoncu, voL i, u well as a few stay letters of that 
period in bis toIs. ii!. and H and a small sheaf of ihe 
historical letters still extant in the Poshwae’ record office 
and ineluded in 6. 8. Sardesai’s SrZeritona /tom lha Peshiesa' 
Dafiar. vela, ii, xzi, and zxvii, and two or three ItfsTi 
printed by Y. V. Eharf in his lAkJi San^reJta, vi^ i. Oaly 
two of tbeee touch the last battle, and that too vsKy briery. 
The BAdu S&fttbdncAs Baiher, ^a P^niptU Bc^tkar artd 
ByOcarojteki fOufipat, in the aame language have to be 
rejected as later goeefpy fabriaatiomi, no bettsr tikaa ^tum- 
eatan' mlea, fict what puxslse the oitlcal historian in (he 
&idu £SA»bditeM Bakkar ts thak hopelessly mixed up with 
its msM* of dsmo&sMbly false statementa, there are sofzto 
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true traditions (as prored by aathenClc records) and some 
statementa which have svsry appsannce oi being true 
though atiauppoRed elsewhere. Therefore, the simple remed; 
of refecting this wo^ in its entirety would impoyerish our 
scanty store of informntion on the battle, and yet it ia not 
safe to accept any of its statements so long as it cannot he 
corroborated by other and more reliable sources. 

I haye rejected muoh of Kana Fadnis's autobiography, 
written probably ISO years after the battle and with much of 
bis early memory elfaced by the lapse of time and engross* 
ing State affairs, because when this narrative is oon fronted 
with bis letters writtea from the Bbuu’a camp (which I have 
accepted as most trustworthy), it is proved incorrect in 
some particulars 

In tba Per»an language no despatoh, newaletter or 
other State-paper haa siuvlved. The earliest and best record 
is tbs DtUii OftroniaJt, which gives the most accurate 
jlatea and several original facta, thougl) in ite usual brief 
SanguRge. The Persian narrative of the battle and the 
.events which led to it, written in 1780 by Kisbinj Shiv 
RSo Fandil, a Dacoani Brahman long In tbs service of 
*€hida*udHiaulah, is the fullest and most trustworthy 
source on tba battle Itself, about which naturally no Marathi 
d^patch ia avtulable. The fact of tbie author being a 
Maratha by race and creed and bis presence in Ahdali’s 
-camp in tbs train of Bbuja througboni the esunpaign 
bim naturally see both sides mors intimately and get 
informatioQ abont both Che camps mors fully and acourat^ 
Attn ivas possible for any other person His employiMBt 

a mediator between the two sides givee a peculiar imporb 
. anoe to his narrative. He Kood by ShojA’s side tbrougbrnd 
jfce and once earned a meaa^ to the hard^pfeaui 

HoiTfui wasdr aC ^ ositra ; 
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KAQblrai fmnkl; admiu tb&c be "vroto 10 7 dM &fwr 
tbe erent and from memory," but n critical nod comparatiTa 
study of bis narraCiTe propoi^ bia perscity. A few !n* 
Accnraoiee due Co lapse of memory or hurried wriciji? can 
be easily corrected, often from bis own words eleewbere. 
tThese are; (i) Malhar Holkar’s posiClon was m Cbe extreme 
rigbe of tbe bfaretba line of Katt^ and not penultimate as 
bis loose langDtge eog^ts. (li) Ka;ib did not lease his 
portion faciog Jaokoji Siodbia, in order to datiTSP a daak 
accack on Cbe BhJu’s centre,^C least not fill all was ewer 
except tho ahoiUtog. (ilf) Similarly, tbrougbouc the ooutesCed 
etage of tbe battle Shab Paaand Khan merely neutralised 
tbe bfarntba dirieion (.Mxlbar's) opposite (o bim, Inetead of 
engaging in any close combat witii it or with die Bbau’s 
•centre, before tfalbar’s Sight. (IpI Tbe Durtjnie plundered 
tbo Mantba camp not in tbe nigbe following the battle but 
next morning. ( 7 } The riTal armies stood facing north 
and south (and not eastwards and weetwarde, as in BrowDe’s 
translation) Sharq-rua in the text means ‘ooootbhg frwta 
the eastern end of tbe line of battle.' Sbahir Khan ecye 
that the Bohela contingent In ibe Dcurani amy barred tbe 
road to Delhi, wbicb we know ran aonthwards and not 
eastwarda from Panipac city. (See also SPD. nvil 259.) 

Sayyid Obulam All, tbe author of Imai^u^acki, 
•atooslynly borrows from Kashira) (often Terbatuo). • 

Anofitar eyMsittMea of tbe battle was SWithii 

then tbe chief' manager of Sbah Pasand Khan. Bat he 
wrote 35 years* after tbe battle, widionS «&y now, and e^aly 
Wvisdaf to his neiDOry. Thoagb ba beasta, ^ is moat 
pcobeble that none knows mote tboos ttaa battle ebta the 
•aatfaor (is., Sbainla)*** Wbateyer any other man narraCee 
unwary to my etat»Q»QS*"*<e Mttdaood pan and sicnpla, 
nad dtJWToe so credeoo^”—yet bis oamtire It often wrong 
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and his numbers gross]; inflated, a rtdtteiion to ona^tnih 
being nsceasar; in most cases before we can reach the 
truth! He glvee no det&Ua of the battie at aU comparable 
to Kaehiraj’s. [Br. Mue. Persian Or. 1895.] 

Sayjid Kur-ud^lin Haean’s Life of Kajib*ud>daiilah [Br. 
Mas. M6. 24,410] wriUen about 1773, most probably for 
Sir Cbarlee W. Malet, is extremely Taluable in some parts^ 
bat baa to be used with cauUon where be depended on 
others for informaiion. He was not present fu the battle, 
as being a serrant of Iznid*al-mulk be had to remain in 
hiding at Bbaratpur with Lla maacar throughout diia 
campaign. But he waa the moat learned and thoughifal of 
the Muslim wntera on this subject and took care to ascertain 
the facts from the actors tn the affair and to xepiN>diioe 
them faithfully in bis book. [Fully trans. by me io /ehrmv 
CMturs, Haidarabad, 1933.) 

The author of Siifaf^mxi^khkhetrin lived at Patna, at 
a vast distance from Delhi at Chb time, and bis acconnt o! 
the battle (copied by Tiirikh-i-HuicaffaH with only two small 
additions) is based on hearsay. Shakir Khan was lirtog 
in Plnipat in unemployment aod poverty during the siege, 
l»t bis l^ixkva [Br. Mua Add. 65S6, I have used e Patna 
MS.] b too brief to be of any use. 

Grroas miarepreeentation of the facts of the battle wan 
afterwards made by $ba|a*ud^nlah’8 flatterers to glorify 
^eii patron, in GaliataDi’e (ed. by Oekar 

Mann, 188B^ ICbsSajab Kban's (hUUlan^Sahmai 

aad Itnaai*ad^U Hoaauu'a ShaH (wr. 

1796.) The laA^amed ms^, amidat moeb confoeion 
of dates azrd evsmte and beonnot statement, supplke many 
oeefttl coneot fletell^ and aea aoUaa w agrees remarkably 
KuNzd-din in points not ^ren by any ote«r aa&ot. 

Mishin, anfortaniitely for tis, was not pteoeaf at flta 
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baule or anywhsre near. Kor wm Suraj >[al. Heocoi 
Miekio’a )^9moirs [Br. Mqi^. Pen. 8^971 And Father Xavier 
WoB^el'a French hletory of the Jat kingdom (lodln Office, 
Orme M8S., 0. V. 21G) touch the battle too briefly. 

Puramkrd Dafiar, i., is a valuable primary source for the 
cventa after cbe battle of Panipat, esp. the Peabwa’s Ian 
days (Koe. 333-426), but givea nothing important about tbs 
bettU : 336 (Abir rleiagn Id Bbau’e rearX 383 (why 
rejected Shuia's peace propoaalX 391 (early Maratha bn^ *t 
PanipataRnj. j. 26.*)), 332 (Barve'a Ondb nidX 337 and 426 
(casualdea and fagidvee). 417 (Kana Fadnia'a letter on the 
battle with list of nameSi^Tery useful.) 


IV- Mililory nulfA on Panipnt 

Xbe cause of the Durrani victory is thus cooviocingly 
given by the French captain Jean Jwaw, who visited Delhi 
in 1768 i-^'^othing like it [vit^ the dlsorderiy conditton of 
Indian troops] la to be seso Id the army of Ahdali; ev a^ 
thlog there la real, the men as much as tha horsea and dks 
arms- His army is divided lute squadrons of a thousand 
horsemen. Bach squadroa is distingulabed by a oap of a difl^erent 
colour and nnder the command of a chief, who invariably 
makes his report to Abdoli bimself teriee a day. The chief 
has subaltern officers for whose condnet he is held 
Bible. The review of the troops is mads rigorouriy aO the 
months, and—what meritt attentica,—they are punahed at 
l«Bjt as often aa diey are rewarded. Although the Crocppe 
of Abdalj are generally good, there are among tbam some 
ooTpa ^t surpass the otbere. They are the men whoae 
bravery has been more freqneotly put to &e proof. Every 
time this prince enters on a rampelgn he keeps apart 32 or 
L6 of th^ s^uadrona It la bis reserve corps, tlesdood for 
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tbe dedeiTe 9trok«0, and of which the Marathas h&Te felt 
(he weight ao ofteo.” (}l^mcire, 1^196.) 

1 belieTO that over half Lbe Sindhii conting:eRt (tbs rear 
portion) fled away wcilwanU very early along with Holkar 
and only a fmctcon (the ran and Jaakoji'a personal friends 
and etafTj oflored reuatanca and, wben overpowered by 
Sbah Paaa/id an<l Najib, retreated with tbtir chief eastwtrdg 
to the Bhau’s corpa [Sl^D. nxvii. 271.] To this extent my 
second plan of tiie battle requires alteration. Also, though 
in the plans the Maratba diTisfona (except the C?ardi brigade) 
an shown as cavaby, tl^ere were la fact many unmounted 
men among them, as one general (SatToji Jadav) admits that 
*‘bfany of our soldiers lost their horses and the rest ware 
facnisbed" during the two months* iovestment in Panipah 
ElephoAi* versus Twki Abmad Sbah said ^at 

elepbaota were admirable means of baggage transport ; but 
a mount, the control of which is not In the hands of the 
rider and which can carry hrin whither it wlUa should not 
be resorted to ; while a liiter (paUd) is only suctable for a 
rick man. (Samtn, tr. in fitd. AnHq^ 1907, p. GO.] 

Saidar Jahan Khan came to the camp of Najib with 
%0CKI bommeii by fast marches []?67] and...Kajib 
Insmedtarily seat Zabita KbjA ho accompany him against 
the 6ikha The eatdcr said to &bia IChan, "Your head 
and body br be very soft? ywu Save been constantly 

wed to Bttiftg tn pclkiB ssid aarpete. Bov will yon be able 
to keep np vlA w ? ... Why do you take an elephant 
wtto you T' (KaMid*dla, lllS.] 

Tbe h&rtl^ geosBils said to have brcnght three 
hnadred elepbaati Into dn M fa &9 haide of Psoipat 



CHAPTER XXII 

NAjrB-i*i>DAi7T,A, Dictator op Deijii, 1761-1770. 

§ 1. Ahmad Shah Abdali's doings in India 
afUr Panipai. 

I'lOm lOtb October ]?60j Sadasbiv Rec BbSo 
deposed tbc wazir’e puppet Shah J&han II and proclaimed 
Shah Alam 11 Emperor iQ Delhi, to the 6tb of January 
1772, wlieu Shah Alam rode into the capital of his 
fathers for the hrst time as aoTcreign, the imperial city 
waa iridowed of her lord. True, tliroughout this loog 
iotarTal of over eleven yeare, there alvaya lived io Delhi 
a recogQued vicar of the Emperor ia the person of hh 
oldeat son Mirsa Jawan Bahht, with the title of WaU 
Ahad or Heir ; but the Emperor himself was eighiog 
out bis days in exilo at Aliababad or elsewhere ia the 
territory of the Nawab of Oudb, unable to control the 
administration of the lealm from its centre. This 
eclipse of royalty oolncidee almoet exactly with 
noontide splMdour of Kajih Itban's career ae the vithoAl 
dictator of Delhi and the supreme regulator cl the afbira 
of wbat edil remained of the Mughal empire Only 
foortecn monibs separate the death of ITajti) (81 Oei 
1770) from the retoxo of Bhah Alatn to Delhi. There¬ 
fore, the history of the cttitee of the Mn^al empire can 
be beat stodled aa a part of the life-etory of Xajib-ud« 
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daalftb; CTea though be very aeldore resided io tho city 
of Delhi duhog thoae tea years. 

The day after bis greatest victory, Ahmad Shah 
Abdali visited the city of Paaipat, dressed la a apleodid 
robe OD which glittered the costly jewels (iodudiDg the 
Kohioar) taken away hy Kadir 8bab from the Delhi 
palace aod seized by Ahmad Shah during the plunder 
of his murdered master's camp. He made a pilgrimage 
to the tomb of the salat Bu Ali Qalaudar and there 
knelt down In thanksgiving to the God of Hoete for 
Hia crowning mercy. He soon set oat for Delhi, which 
he entered a fortnight after the battle (on 89th Jaonary, 

176U ‘ 

l^iroughout the last three months, "a feeling as of 
death had settled upon that unhappy <uty from rumours 
of the Shah's coming/’ and on bis arrival “grain became 
extremely dear." Its Maratba governor Haro Shankar, 
had found his position untenable as soon as the news 
of &e diaaeter to the Blur's army reached Delhi. The 
Mariim aob MSMsbled and evgi^od in plander without 
fear or cheek; every fa^ttvo from Paoipat was stripped 
of his sJh ttmnks to ^ grateful support of the 

Ott'Si&pfeas 2Hnah Mahai, Karo Pthfokar tssoed from the 
city with his p ro per l y and family wtthot^ moleetation, 
•xe^t for being foroed to pay ap the does of the 
Ahyaamian qiladar Hahah Ehan and his garriaoD. He 

* AhdittI ate PanipsL-kashfeal. Da g, iM-m 

W<aM fim & UL aai sot 
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presented 8^ lakbs of Raps«s ia cash, besides costly 
articles of tbe ^ecosQ to tbe C^ueen-mother; macb 
dispersed property wblcb he could not collect and carry 
away iq his burry, came into the impcrUl treasury. 

Then tbe Diirraoi army eotered tbe city acd eog^ed 
ia seiziog property "bey cod imagioatioD." fiabsb Kban 
vae s<^aee 2 ed out of 10,060 gold ooios. Tbe Queen- 
mother welcomed tbe victor by advaociog with tbe Heii 
to Karel a, 12 koa aorth of Delbl, and preseutiDg one 
lakh of Rupees to him aud half a lakh to bis 
wazir. 

Duriog February and tbe Bret half of March, Ahmad 
Shah occupied tbe Delhi palace, living with bis wives 
ia tbe rooms set apart for Mumtaz Mahal iotho reign 
of Shah JabaQ, aud holding Court ia the famous Diwao- 
i'kbas. After the hardships of the last fifteen moaths 
of oampaigolng aud privation, he gave himself and Ms 
army up to pleasnre nod repose for some time in the 
imperial dty. 

Bat hie peace was disturbed by the mutiny of bis 
Dnrrani troops who clamoured for their pay.'^now two 
yeuK in airear,—and also luaieted oa bebg immediately 
led back to their monutala home, as they would oot 
epsad another sammer on the Indiaa plaiuB. Kajib was 
oalled upon to pay the cost of bis deltveraoco fnta the 
Maratha msaaoe by Dorrasi anas. He briod bard to 
shift the burdeo from bis own aboulders by presenting 
Kagar Mai tbe envoy of the Jat Rajah {2l8t Feb.) end 
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0 p 6 oiog ne^ip^tiatioos fur the {»yment of a tribute by 
that pripca io raturu for AbdaU'a fcrglvenoea. But the 
QueOD-inother ^ioat Mabo] bated Saraj Mai aa the 
protector aod ally of her huabaod'a murderer aod abe 
koew from the past that Suraj MaJ waa ooly pi ay log 
gaio time aod would pay nothiog unkas compelled by 
force. So^ ebo ioduoed cho Durraui waair to dlamiaa 
the Jat envoy wUb a direct refuaal. Od 8tb Mtrob, 
Sbab Wall Khan, with Prince Javrao Bakbt and Zioat 
MabaJ, aet ont for Agra in order to put preaaure on 
Suraj Mai; but the Durrani soldiera refuted to maroh 
to Uia Mathura ragloa where they had daily lott hundiede 
of their brethren from cholera in thie vary month of 
Uarcih only four yaati ago. Tba iooreaeiog dieerder 
avoAghU troopa oonpelled Ahmad Shah to decide os 
a prompt reCuro to Afgbaoietan aod be reoalled bia 
wuir. In the moaotime, a riot had broken out between 
Shaja'e Shk folio war* aad tbo Shah'a Sunni troope, and 
the Hawab of Oodh, in Ugh anger at thia return for bia 
vaiaad aKutanoe doriog tha lata war with tbe Marathu, 
l«ft for bia provlnoa oo 7th March. On tbe 13tb of 
that month the Shah be^m piepantioue for bia retreat. 
Leaving Delhi dty on 20th Marob he baited for two 
days ia the Shalimar gaidan nertb-weet of tbe ci^> 
and began bia refon marah on dko 22ad, reaching 
Ambak on the 27tiw A Maratha letter lepi^ that 
tiiara vru a throa d^yv* pUsder of Delhi by hk 
rotMatbg tzaopa. 
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§ 2. Hotc yajib became regent of Delhi 
Tbe Durtfini king's parting iDStruetioDS T7€ro that 
8 bah Alam shouid bt recogoixed at Ecoperor, load 
leappoiated wazir and Najlb Mir Bakhthi^ and that 
these tvo mioiatars sbunld bury their old hostility aod. 
work io friendly co^pention and gioglsnesB of devotion 
to their maater^a interests. Bat a river of blood Uy 
between 3bab AJam aod Imad; and the opportuoiat Kajib 
osed this fact to secure bis own* elevation as regent of 
the empire for the next ten years. ]fe wrote to the 
Queen>inother that if linad returoed to Delhi and 
resumed charge of the government, ho would set Shah 
Alam aod hia branch of the royal family aside aod act up 
a crowned pnppet of hie own liko the late Shah Jahan II. 
So, the Heir issaed a rescript calling upon KajU> ity 
come and take charge of the capital Thus, while Iirtad^ 
after receiving the waziris robe from Abdali'e agent was 
delaying at Mathura to assemble his Jat escort and 
building osetles in tlie air/' Kajib stole a march over 
him, came to Luni, and was brought over to Delhi by the 
Crown Prinoe (7th April), the two seated on the saOM 
elephaoC.* This move checkmated Iinad; falh vela 
snpporler Suraj Mai, when faoed with the aoeompliabed 

• Nur. (56. DO. SPD. h. There aie two lives of 
Najlb is Peniaa, me (astronefy veU'wdttoi) by Say^id NU'Ud-dia 
TTafun Shan (aAenrarda ^ 0. W. Ualet’e competed 

probably in 1775 (Br. Has. Fees. U& M,4]0). aod the ocber by 
Bihari LeJ. the mmeki of Nallb. writtea in 1787. 
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fact, refused to inatal luad in the wuirebip as it now 
flieact ao attack upon Delhi. 

Najib became the offiwal head of the armj of tbo 
eapiie {Mir Bakhjfki), gorerDOr {faujdar) of the metro¬ 
politan difltrict, aud regent {nuJehiar) of the Imperial 
admioietpation. ‘In the whole dty hie men were 
installed in the offices of tax colleotion, control of the 
gtaio market, (&c< Hla ageot was posted at the gate of 
the palac^fort as its commandant. Shah Alam ratified 
the arrangement” h^ajib put a garrison of some six 
tboueaod men in Delhi, and held the capital by means of 
4 trusty lieuUoant auoh as bia brother (Afzal or Sultan 
SIbao) or his son Sbita Khan, wbo governed it. This 
work Zabita discharged very ably and pleased every one, 
especially the traders, by his strict justice, enppreseion 
of robbery, and sympathy with the people in their 
distress. (Nur 986). 

§ S. JiSaii's aiteiapt U ooncluds pMce tvUh the 
and Sur<^ Mai fails. 

Ahmad Shah Ahdali, like a wise etateemao, wished to 
leave behiad hhn an egreed peace among all the Powers 
of India: he faia»aelf woald keep die Psnjab from the 
•SatUj veetwaxda and ooatett hiaaalf with an annual 
Sihnte of 44 lakhs cf Bn p oes for the nA of the Mu^al 
empire, ps^iibU by the nioistor who woeld wiaid the 
ngtstcj of Dolbi. Aa for the Uantlu^* doriog several 
«Ab4aS aiid iU M«a iflsr ^ I8i, 428^ 



1761] ABDALr PEACE WITH I’BKHWA $79 


^are after Panipat Abdali pentstod in the atteropt to 
placate the Pcabwa ; be wrote repeatedly to hia PeJhi 
agent, Yaqub Ali, to go to the Peahwa and beg him (o 
excuse the I>orTani king for tbc slaughter of bis eea and 
cousin at Pauipat, aa Ahmad Shah had no ioteatioa of 
iightiog them, but the Bhau had began the offensive and 
forced the Shah to take up arms in aelMefence. Tk^ 
euvoj was instructed to assure the Puna Court that the 
Afaratha-Durraoi boundary as now settled by oegotia- 
tion would be serapaloItaly respected, and that all the 
Indian Powers would have Abdall'a blessing in support* 
ing Shah Alam on (he Delhi throne and letting the 
n^oiar governmeut of the empire start again. 

Id short, AbdalPs sole ioterest in India was to get 
his tribate punctually year after year, without having to 
Sind ao Afghan army for its coHecdoo. It was, 
fore, oeceasary for him that the sMfus /fito should be 
maintained in Hindustan, the Rnbclaa secured from 
molestation, and the Maratbas induced to come to terms 
with the Durrani nod Shah Alam and not to distorb the 
Delhi admioistretion and out off ite revenue resooroes as 
they had dona by their invasions in the past doch a 
live ud let live policy was the moat sensible and 
boainess-liko plan At the bino, If only the Psdiwa could 
ba induced to let bygones be bygone and to curb bia 
nbition within the bonods of wbat was realiaable. The 

&>. Da aPD. al see (ooiapletel toy (1. lOS.) rrriL 272. ii. Wj, 
141 iL 141, 142. XX Is. 10. 
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Maratba failure to do this ahowa that they !iad not a 
single etstesmsQ amoog them and that by trying to grasp 
all they wore destined to lose all in the end. 

Taqub Ali Kban, by Abdali’s order, left Delhi on 
9tb April with the robe and jewelled pen-case 
appertaining to the ofioe of imperial waxir, for delivering 
them to Imad at Mathura. Oo the 19th the envoy was 
prosented to Suraj Mai. Lotig oonsultations were held 
by these three, aa well as Tatya Gangadhar (Holkar’e 
diwan) and ^pu M. Hlngan^ (the Peahwi’s resident 
wakil at Delhi), for settling a peace between the Shai> 
and the Peehwa and restoring the normal administration 
of the country. Envoys of the trans-Gaoges Enhelaa 
and of Ahmad Baagash and ShujS-ud-daulah too arrived 
to join ia this peace congress. But nothing oame of it, 
partly bccanse witli a dyiog Pesliwa on the throne the 
Maratba State was headless, but mainly becauso Suraj, 
Mai and Imad were bent upon aettieg Najib aside and 
a onori ang own authori^ over Che imperial donioions 
wxthonb a partner. A laalug peace with Abdali and 
Kajib was tka last tfilng that they desired. Imad and 
Tafya Oangadhar pteventsd Taqnb Ali &om going to 
the Peahwa and settling the pwe terms and the 
boundary qoesttoa by dbreet oegottaliofii wltti him, end 
a^ed ^ envoy to oonabide the ^soassioa. at Mathnin. 
The envoy prote^ed that the Shah's ordu was for turn 
to go to Pnna, pUoato toe Peahwa by of^aing otMidolenoon 
for toe ilanghtor at Hn^at, asoerlain hin demands 
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and make t#rma theo and there. Bat in view of 
Balaji Rao’e mental derangement and immineot death, he 
was detuned at Mathura and the cengrcsa brake up 
after two months of futile talk. 

Yaqah All was a mere courier of the Sh^’d 
message; be oouM undertake nothing on bis own 
respocsibiJii 7 . Bo, he p]ainl 7 told Imad that his task 
was over with the handing of the waslc'e insignia to 
the latter and that Imad must make himself the 
de facio bead of the Delhi government bv his own 
strength. Suraj Mai was now by far the most powerful 
prince in India, with absolutely unimpaired forces and an 
OvrflowiDg treasury. The recent two years* Afghan- 
Maratba contest had left him quite untouched. In the 
vrifl^>le decay of all other Powers in Korth India, he 
wished, with Imad as bis tool and the cloak of legaH^ 
which Imad's oflice of watk could thiow ever all hia 
undertakings, to seiae the actual government of the 
empire and wrest the neighbouring provinces from the 
Buhelas the Baognsb and Shuja in the name of the 
Emperor but keep them himself "under n veil.’' 

The Oudb and Afghan envoys assembled at MatiiAta 
wero indignaui and replied, "If you want os 6o give up 
our lands only to ord« to lease them to tha 
Jat, we shall not surresder them." The oatural result 
was that ’^e uegotlatioos hi^e dovm> the par-Bohelae, 
^ug^ jealous aad afraid of Kajib, were antagouised 
towards Imad, and the titular wtzir’e hope of ousting 
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N&jib from Dolbl eotirel; disappeared. Suraj Mai 
bluDtIy refused to 3gbt Kajib siQglo'baDded for the 
sake of Imad. Ho bad a most precious fruit close at 
band, ripe for the pluckiog. Oo 12th Jane he captured 
Agra fort by bribery, after less than a mooib's blockade. 
Najib bad come back from Sooepatto Delhi for the 
Id prayer of 3th May, which he attended seated side 
by side with the Crowo Piinoe on the same elepbaoL 
Now, on beariog of Suraj Mai’s design agaiost Agra» 
he at first talked of marching oat with the prince to 
the relief of that fort. Bat after taking a master of 
the troops available at Delhi (9th May), be wisely 
shraok from a war with the Jat myriads, and left Delhi 
Oft 14^ J\nm with a view to establiahing his revenue 
eonlzcd over the Bon^at district, now that the country 
eoBth of Dellu was hopelessly lost to the empire from 
Suraj Hal's oocupatioo of Agra fort. 

§ 4 Surv^ Khan’$ career from 17$ 1 - 

Hub is a cooTenisat point for taking a bird's' 
eye view of the rwst of Najib's career. The Panipat 
oampaigQ bad Mft him without a rival in the Delhi 
GOTtfoment and ca^krerae is authority and influence in 
the aiorth, tho(^ gdevomdy weakened by the heavy 
siat^ter of his tiaioed soldnc^ dopag the long warfare 
and ihe draining of his reMuioes through the paymsat 
oi moBey Bubatdies to ud the supply of 

provisimm to his scasy from his Doth vtalss for 
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over ft year. Oo the other ba&d, the Jat Kajah vras 
□ov tbo stroogeet and richest poteotate io 
Nftjib wisely abrank from a trial of strength with 
Suraj Mai. His ambition was therefore atrictly limited 
to the oonotry north and west of Delhi and bia 
old i^in in the upper Doab and RohOkhand, besides 
such former Maratha ftoqiiisitiona ia the middle Doab 
as be could easily seize. Farther down the Doab, 
roughly south of a line drawn west to east through 
Delhi, the Jat Power oow espandiog without iear or 
check icppioged upon Xajib’s possessions and pr^ 
cipitated a deadly conflict which was to dominato Delhi's 
external politics till February 1705. After Najib’s 
potent diplomacy and sUU more potent gold bad enabled 
him in that month to lioally checkmate the new Jat 
Rajah and turn his bosdie designa to other ^uartere, the 
Ruh^la ebief’e ceaselese preoooupation to the vary end 
of his days was with the Sikhs. In spite of some signal 
Tiotories gained by him in the Held, this etcroal trouble 
wore hie strength and resources ont, desolated and 
beggared his Doab jagiis, and converted the oortharo' 
most Doab and the aob>HimaJayaQ tract facing it on th» 
west bank of tbe Jamona,—i &, the Ambala diatzio^— 
practically into Sikh d(usiiuoo. 

In this perennial contest, it wae only by hard 
marching, hard fighting, and the relentless aacriflee of 
B'Siecything else to the sopreme xniliUry need, that Kajib 
conld prevent his principality from diesolTiog and the 
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^ikhs aosexiDg its fragments. Bat tbe end w&$, ali tke 
•same, the devaatatioo of his lands and the inseenritj 
«£tbe roada ereiy 7 eaT. At the same time a life of 
fltreououe ezertioo was telling upon his health, and 
iUDeaa began to eap bis TitaUty from 1763 onwards. 
After 17G4, his patron and potent snpporterj Ahmad 
6hah Abdali, became too much entangled io civil wars 
st home, the mutiny of hla troops, the irrepressible 
npspriog of the Sikh nation and latterly bis own illness, 
to come to Najib's rescoe. Kajib was tbeoceforth thrown 
entirely upon his own resources. Bat the folly and 
{mlure of Jawabir Siogb made Najib safe at home, 
except for the Sikba, from March 1765 onwards, as the 
debacle of Panipat had removed the Maratha menace 
from him for a decade after 1761. 

No doubt, this peace was maioly a pure gift of 
FortQDc, but it was rightly deserved by his marvellons 
diplomatic tact, political Insight, masterly handling of 
“hAt ceeovcee, and power of seising every opportunity 
wtd) mfailt&g Aiil and prevision. He nCQIzed this 
respite from war «o eggraadiae lus own power and 
create a eteong and ^ataons domain of bis own, witbont 
a Cbonght for the i&tereate of bis oominal master, which 
Kajib as an intensely praoUoal man mnet have perooived 
to be h^^esa. 

Seeare from tee dread of any enemy atta^^ ooRh<* 
wards nptetee Sarhind h<«da, and, after Jawa^s 
deoteiva npoka enriy in J.7^, e^tedly eafe eoatew«^ 
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io Ballabbgarb^ Najib turned to jmpoaiog hie authority 
upon the ever-refractorj laodlorde of the Korth Delhi 
region; and then expanded his posseaeion and rule over 
the Hansi-Hisar districts immediately west of the above 
iract. Southwest of Delhi lay the Balucb settlemeDts 
in the modern Rchiak district,—such as Jbajhai, 
fiabadnrgarh, Farrahhoagar and Taara,~the petty 
barons of which, as bis brother-Muslitoa and leHow 
traos>Border men, oluog to Kajib for protectiop 
ageiost the growing menace of the Jat expansion through 
Mewat towards them, ^be parganahe of Hariaoa,^ 
such as Oohans, Dohtah, Dadrt, di;c.—came into KajibV 
possession. The Baluch zsnsiodars of that district 
hecame obedient to him/'—Musavi Khan of Farrukh- 
nagar jomiog him with a force of over 8,000 mea. “Day 
by day Najib's power increased. From the fanjdari of 
Sahsranpnr bo realized 76 lakhs of Bupees fa year.) In 
the Doab places like Mirat, Sikandrabad, Dssoa, Bagbpat 
and seven mabals belonging to the Marathae, came 
into his poseeesioo." {Kur. 666 * 660 . SPD- ii. 144.) 

Najib's Balach protegees formed a Use of defeooe 
along the aouth-weateru frontier of bis domain \ btrt ^da 
vary faot made a war to the death betweea him a&d 
the Jat Bajah inevitable, as we shall eee ia Ch^ter 28. 
Tba middle Doab aleo formed a debatable land 
between him and the Jats who had crossed the Jamana, 
veoovered their poeseseione loet to Abdali in March 
1768, and rushed in to fill'the void caused by tbc late 
36 
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M&raths withdrawal from that region. like a wise 
mao of buameaa, Kajib aeized the aubataace of power 
ifi the Delhi Goverameat, leaving it to Imad and Shuja 
to fight over the title of warir—‘now reduced to a mere 
shadow, without the least eigoifioaoce io Todiaa politics. 
He extended his owo swaj over the three regions 
described above and confirmed it bej^^nd ohalienge bj the 
ntblese sack and massacre of two prominent villages,— 
Bnaoa and BhiwiDi,—which struck as much terror and 
were as effective in cowing all opposition throughout 
the country, as Cromwell’s maseacres at Drogheda and 
Waterford. With his immense inoome from the land, 
ke set himself to bnild a new capital of his own at 
hEa{lbab*d—adoned with spleadid maasione, mosqnes, 
etc.—and a strong fort at Patiia^arb. 

§ 5. jV(^'$d visiU Abdaii (1762) and 8hak Alam 
(1763) 

Wa shall now turn to the narration of, Najib's move- 
menfe and other tots. On 10th 8t^»tember 1761 he 
returned to Delhi ftwa his estate. As h« was about 
to enter the Diwan44Aae lor inttfviewug the Grovra 
^dnoe, the porters, in acoordasoe with, the ralee, refnsed 
to admit more than eleven attaidante wi^ him. At 
this ke took ofNnoe and at oooe left for hie own oao^ 
After tw> dj^s he was padfied ly pdooely apoh^^ 
and paid has visit OB tbs 12tit. Ikei be left £ce Gohaa* 
^gar Ifil was swat to Kambher to amnge for 
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a psrsOD&I vcetiog between bin and the JatBajah. 
Thie interview t»>k plaee about 23rd October, but as we 
eball see in Chapter 23, it produced no real uaderetaod- 
iog between tbe two nor any coocerted plan for bringing 
6bab Alan back to Delhi [SPD. szL 89. Nur. 66a.] 
In ^ November and December of this year we 
find Najib engaged in eabduing hie refractory teoanta 
in the Hansi-Hisar conotry, aided by Mosavi ^rhf>n, 
From this region ho was called at the beginning of 
February 1762 to meet Ahmad Sbah who vae then busy 
repreasiog the Sikhe in the Sarbind-Patiala country. He 
bore tbe Shah company till the iirst week of April and 
received high praise from hie patron, who publicly 
remarked, " This is the only nan among the Indian 
Afghans. I have shown many favours to that race, but 
not one of them, not even Shuja^ud-danlah, has come 
to my side." [Nnr. 67c. CPC. ii. DO.\ 

After his retnrn to Delhi on 15th April, Najib paid 
a fortnight’s visit to his city of Najibabad, then in 
ocuree of constructioo, and afterwards came back to 
Delhi (17tb Hay), occupying bis official resideao^ 
SaidK Jaag’s maasicn. Early in October next ho went 
to labor, ag^ to aetde the affairs of the empire in oon* 
saltation with the AbdaJi king. Yaqub AU B^ian, as 
well as Shah Alam’s agents Maoir-nd-daulah utd A^i 
Baea, and the Haratha wakil Kpn Bingud aUo went 
there for the discussions. It wae ^;reed that 8hab 
Alan should be recognised as Eknperor and 81iuja as 
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bU WMir, aad that forty lakh^ a y^ar should bo 
pud to the Afghao king as the tribute of Igdia,—for 
«bioh Najib was held answerable* AbdaU’a letters to 
this sfTect were is^aed to the chief Indian Powers, aod 
robea of honour for Emperor and wazir were despatch¬ 
ed from his Court with Rasa Quli Ebao. Ahmad Shah 
left Labor for bia borne on 12th December 1762, and 
Kajib returned to Delhi oa Idth January, the other 
Indian enpoya with him. [DC. Nur. 576.] 

Sbortiy after this I^ajib received proeeing invicatioos 
to join the Emperor Shah Al&m who was then 
eooamped with Bbuja at Sikaodrabad, and on whom 
Wflfig Bahmat aod other Bcbela chiefs (but not Ahmad 
^an Baogash of Fvrukhabad) were in attendance. 
Bet Sbujai wbo was really the keeper of the puppet 
Emperor, attempted to wrest Ahmad’s territories from 
him, as a prelinjlnary to the Emperor’s march oo 
DelhL This antagonised all the Bidrelaa, and destroyed 
tiiA ebanoe of any nnited action by all the vassal 
chiefs for iMtsJUog Shah Alam on bis anoestral throne. 
Najib ^ni(^Iy arrived in the imperial camp, was 
cordially welcomed by ^uja aod presented to the 
Snperor, who bestowed many iMiatly gifts oo him. 
Under pressure from the Nawab of Oudh 

■bandooed his hostile dea^s against the Baogaah 
In this camp N^tb fell ill of a high twWf 
• Klim’s WRp cn gwi fe reasoBtef. Kof. W»'40a. Bhiiis w 
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ivbloh csiised fits of occOQscioQQnoBS for hoars togsfhsr ; 
tbs Emperor greciouslj visited bis siok-bed aod 
showed bim everj kinds ess. Sooo there broke out a 
ssetarisQ dispute between Shiija’s Shia troops and 
Kajib’s 8uciui Afghans, and in the riotiag that followed 
Apir-xada of the Afghans, when on a visit to the 
Uudh camp, was killed hj the ruffianlj QiasUbashes 
and Mughalias there. The soldiers on both sides came 
out for a battle and coaid not bo controlled bj their 
chiefs. Soj Najib burriedly took leave of the Emperor 
(on 16th May) and marched back to his home, where 
he made a loog stay on account of his iUoess. 
[Ohulam Mi, it 157-167, DC. Muna Lai 60.] 

§ 6. Najib fighis SuraJ JHal a^td Jatcaftir, 

17S^171}5. 

He bad barely recovered health and strength, whea 
io December he was suddenly recalled to Delhi by 
8uraj Mai’s attack on tho Balach aamindara and 
threatened invasion of Delhi, Kajlb tried bard to pacify 
the Jat king, but without success. Tbs oampaagn 
ended in Soraj Mai’s b^ng shot dead (ihDeosnbar 
1763) during a night attack and aU his 
dupersing, as we shall leaim in dettal m Ckiapter t9. 
The disappearance of the greatest of the Jat 
the immature obaraoier of hk ycuthfal saocOMor, 
and ttie internal dissensions &at rav^ed the Bharatpnr 
State, all oombined to give Najib a respite from that 
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enemy till Nov^ber nest, wh^n Javabir Siogb, after 
aMambliog a vaat force of bis owd tribesmea and 
hired Sikh Maratba and Gosaia troops^ attacked 
Najib to avenge his father’s death. This life and death 
etmggle kept Ifajib bcsj in Delhi till the middle of 
Pebrasr 7 1765, when he eucceeded ia defeatio^ the 
attack, and stood triumphant aa the undisputed lord 
of Delhi This repnlae of the Jat kiog, even though 
snppoxted hy Imad, Malhar Holkar and the myriads 
of Sikhs, marks the climax of Najlb’s greatoesa 
The bolj month of Ramsan began oo the next Frida;f, 
Fehroary 1765, and Imad begged leave to enter 
Delhi and offer hie Friday prayers in the Jami Maajld 
o£ the capital. For six years he had ruled over the 
city aa an waair mightier dian the sovereign and Kajib 
had then ranked among his bumble retainers. And 
today as Imad rode through the Broad Street of Delhi 
to the Grand Mosque, the oitUene saw with wonder that 
N^ih was seate d aide by side him on the saate 
dephaoi Stich was hie present exaltation. {Nor. 91.) 

Meantime, his Ahmad Shah, had been 

d^eated by the Sikhs and recalled qniokJy to 
Af^^taniston by diaorder in his own army and kingdom 
(eftd of Mardk 1764} In the following 6op1«0ib«r, 
an^pating the storm TtMj' hcv'wiog from the 
MW Jat Baiah's qnartar, sect his own envoy Me^mj 
to AiMeil to ^E&dahar, via Jammn. la response to 
tok appeal, Ahmad Skah. ajacted Mastolhbad*BaEto 
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(35 m. fl.e. of Ambal^ by ra^d inaich«B in February 
1766 ; but by that time Fajib had already made peace 
with hia enemy, and Abdali hurried back to bis own 
oonntry without giving Najib time to meet him. 

§ 7. Najib sternly represses refractory villagers 
in Hariana, 1765. 

Freed from tbe Jet menace, Najib marched to the 
Sonepat dietrict (in the north of Delhi) for aobdning 
the turbulent tenantry, who would not pay rent unless 
forced to do so. "Here many villagee were io rebellion ; 
ihw leaders were a body of Jats residlog in BuSna 
(!6 milee north-west of Delhi), who were notorious for 
their highway robbery and usurpation of other peopWs 
lands and cattle.” Najib first went to the dietriot 
headquarters and peacefully demanded the reveim^ 
On beiog refused, he rode out at midn^t with his 
troops, came upon the village at dawn, slew the Hindu 
abbot and his monks who had their hermitage near the 
place, and tned to seire the cattle that were being led 
out of the village to their pasture. The vUlagera opened 
fire with their matchlocks. A thousand of tiissL were 
med with mnsketa and 2,000 with ude arma \ beaidea, 
three hundred matohlockmea of Bhang? (sweep«)i 
caste bad been hired by them. The Enbela ttoopeiw 
encircled the vilL^f©, etandiag b^ond range. Th© 
villagers began to parley, but had do real intention of 
paying tiwy only mocked Na^b. 


m 


FALL OP THE MUGUAL BMPIRB (CH. XXTD 


Bj tills time it was qooo and the Buhela troopers' 
and their horses, standing io the open, were suffering 
dreadiollj from the Son (^prli 1765 ); thej bad 
broogbt no arcDlery with them. The viUaga had a. 
mad 7n}\ twice the height of a men, all around it, with 
a drj ditch below. Bat Najib'e spirit was ap. He 
could not bear the thought that the Amir-ul*umara of 
the Empire should lay a regular siege to a peasant s' 
mud fort or retire leaviog it untaken. Hie plan was 
quickly formed: discnouatiog all his troopers and 
even officers, he made a simalUoeoas assault from all 
eides, at a giveu signal, immediately after driog a 
salro from his camol-swiFels, which had been advanced 
(o tiie front A sudden dietraotion and alarm s^ed- 
the villmers, and only one camel-gunoer and one infaQ' 
tiyman on Najih'a side were killed, while the Ruhelas 
ran forward, jnmped into the ditch, and clang to tho 
wall j oiimbing on one another's beck they entered' 
the Tillage in spite of the shower of bullets.. The 
Tfilagsn, losing haart, took, to Sight. A body of'them,, 
who were moanted along wi^ their women,, broke- 
through the Bahela oerdon and escaped by the back; 
gate. The leading men o£ the village took refoge in a. 
boose and oontiaced to bold oat with thek mosket. 
ffire. The Buhela aoldiera dispersed for pfeinder and* 
sUoght^r «Bd it waa an hoar before they codd be^ 
rel&d sad made to carry this house by assault. Twm 
thwand mea wece skin aad about the same nomber of 
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vomsQ aod childrao wars made prisoners; aod 6oa]l^ 
the sacked village was set on fire. ^TVota the massacre 
at BuSoa a great terror spread throughout Haruini^ 
and all the Uodlords made eubmisaioo and paid tlieir 
revenue.” [Nur. 93ft-97i»-) 

Having thus restored Government author!tj in the 
north Delhi region; Kajib returned to the coital; 
wheoce be was soon recalled to Najibabad hy the oewa 
of the lllaesa of hta wife; a daughter of Dundi Khao. 
She died, leaving two sous and ono daughter behind. 
After speoding the rainy aeason there, Kajib in October 
returned to Delhi, and turned to subdaiog the peaiautry 
of Uie Tsgioo west of the capital, in the modern Kohtak 
and Hisar dUtrioCs* Some 30 miles west of BoKtak 
city there was a vills^e which had paid no revenue 
for three years. Parleys went on for ten days, aod 
then the villagers ^;reed to terms. A collector wae 
posted there, but he was attacked at night. The news 
reached Najib's camp; at once he rode out, came np 
to the village while it was still dark and delivered an 
assanlt ou it The village was set on fire i many of 
its iubabitants fled away, the rest were slain oe tafcsp 
prisoner. This ternfled the headmen of Bhiwini* t 
most important vdloge in the neighboozhood (flfi coiles 
a e. of Hiear), notorioue for its bold and suooeseful 
defiance of Ae local governors and even of the lEknpesor 
BL person. After a fntilo preparation for ermed 
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oppoflidoQ, the nllagere reftllzel Najib’s 07ar«be]miQg 
aupdriority and fied awaj at night, eracuatiog all their 
houses. "Next rooroiag the Kahela soldiers entered 
the Tillage and brought away heaps of grain to their 
camp. All the men, and eren their animals, fed on this 
gnun for four or five days. ‘S^hen they marched 
away, they aet fire to a great store of grain. Even 
after that, so much was left that it oould not be 
computed. ..Najib after deTaetating Bbiwani, went towards 
Bohtak, where he heard of a SlAb raid into his 
Sabarnapur estates and marched thither.^' 

§ 8. repeated contest Sikh raidsrs 

in SarioTia and Doab. 

Najib’s conflicts with the Sikhs in his own 
dominions, as distinct from his engagements with t hem 
aa an auxiliary in Abdali’s army, bad begun io January 
17 34, [Ch. 24 § 4], when the Sikh forces, flashed with 
their ^aogbter of Zain Khan and capture of 8^hind, 
OTerfiowed actose the Jamnna into the upper Doab. 
^bls was the first time that the Sikhs came to the 
eastern side of the Jamuna and spread through the 
Tili^iea of Barba, the homes of respectable men ^oee 
ancestors bad been umara in former times. They 
4ook booty beyond calculation in coins, gold bullion and 
jewels, burnt the oooatzy, aud draggged away captiTea. 
fTs^ib, diaCcaoted bythe news, cmne up near them by rapid 
cuECoblag,... but ^y west hack to their own coaiAy".'^ 
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[Kur 72.] Tahmasp iCban Miskln> irbo shared these 
campaigoB in l^ajib's arm/; writes, "The 8ihUs after 
bariDg completed tbeir ocenpatioD aad eettlemeot of tbe 
Sarbiad dUtriet in one jear, made a further adTaaoe^ 
Four thouBBDd of their horsemen crossed the Jamuaa 
aod disturbed and looted the Saheraopur and Mint 
dietriote. Najib for a month or two moved in every 
direction where the Sikhs were reported to be rorin^ 
fODght and nan ally defeated them. As they did sot 
make a fkm stand anywhere aod offer battle, he had to 
TUD about after them, but they did not give np thdr 
jackal'trioks. Three years passed in this way.” [266.] 

Daring this first Sikh invaeion of the Doab, Na}ib, 
who had jQet before slain Stiraj Mai and routed the 
Jat army by aocideot aod was expecting a vendetta 
with hiB eon Jawahir and the entire Jat oatiofl aay 
momeo^ f oond it politic to buy off these new eaemies 
at the oppowte comer of his territory by paying them 
eleven lakhs of Rupees. xxix. 66.] Bnt,witb 

Sarhind as a secure base, the Sikhs could beoceforth 
meet easily cross over at Buiia ghat or RimrS ghaf to 
tile upper Doab, ot marohing soutiiwarda raid ^riana 
aad the coDoliy round D^i, or even penskate to 
Rajpdtaoa throi7|^ tiie friendly Jut hisgdora. 

In Rovamber 17$6, a formidable SiTrh iirvasioD* 
desoended upon Najib's fcemtories, but he rnet it snth 

• 8tU) raids ~17f&17n.—679. zxfz. », 1(5, 128, 121, 1S3. 
ynr. 10Q»-10»6; CK. OaU. 486, WlQuma. 
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A sMl, firmness Aod teascity which mark him out aa 
the foremost Muslim geocral after Ahmad Shah Abdali 
amimg Iga contemporaries. The struggle this time 
eontiooed for six mootbe ; there was no trace and there 
ooold be DO refasatioo of vlgilaocc aod effbrt oa bis part 
At the end of October 1765^ while oae band of Sikha 
went to raid tbo Saharaopur district, another vast force, 
reported to be 25,000 horse, led by Jaasa Siogb, Tara 
Singh, Sham Singh and other eardars, attacked Kajib'a 
Tillages in the region north of Delhi, levied contnbution 
from them, and advanced to Kbarkbauda (28 m. n.w. of 
Delhi). Bot finding the people on the alert and ready 
for defence there, they made a lightning raid upon- 
Bawari Cm the jagir of dlwan Nagsr Mai), plundered and 
burnt that town, dug up the doors of the houses and 
took away prisoners. "The xyota of Rewari were 
ploodered to an extreme,... the place waa ruined.^ 
Then they peuotrated to Jaipur territory in alliaoce with 
Jawahir Singh Jat, but had to retire on the coming of 
the Maratbaa and the protniae of a subsidy, (late 
Deceoiber.) Bands of them continued with the Jat 
Bajah for some months afUr. 

Early iu 1766 the Sikh bands attacked Kajib lathe 
So&epat-Paoipat district. He bad a force of lass rhaft 
10,000 men; the odds against him would have over- 
iriialmed a lesser man. At the rumour of the Sikh 
tovaeioo, Kajib’s Delhi agent Afs^ Khao warned the 
dtisa&a not to i«»e for visicing £aik»-devi (oesj ^ 



1766] HJKHS PLClfBER ROOim DBiai $97 

Qutb MidftT.) He aUo etreogthcDed the citj defences 
and sent out scoots for news of tbe eoera;?'^ tDovemeiitS/ 
Next daffi? April) it ms learot (hattheSIkhS; marchiog 
from Okblaghat, had looted the Patpargstoj mart and 
eDotmped at Masiiru A sual) band plcoderiog the 
aoathero soburba of tbe capital was driyeo awaj. The 
Sikha coarcbed ap tbo east baok of tho Jaoiaaa, raidiiig 
Kutaoa, Jhaojbioa and Budbana, when Kajib owfobk 
tbeiDj* slew and wounded oaof and wrested maob of 
ibeir boot^ (20 April.) A graphic account of ooe of his 
^mpaigoB is given by Kur'iid-dta, which illustrates tbe 
nature of tbe war and the standard of Najib’s leaderahip 
in tbs field. 

§ 9. NajWt manner of fighting Vto Sikhe Ulmtraied. 

day there were slrirmiaW between ^ two 
sides. Tbe Sikba rooed roood, firing and pinodecii^ 

* DC. Ic is probably tbis fight of wbiob Nu*ad'dio, ICB^ 
lOOft. lira tbe following descriptionHailb crossed at STatana 
^bat by night and Isanit that lbs Skhs had halted 5 ibs ofT 
Xearfng bis and baggage there, be set out after UH 0 i and 
eigbtai the igtf advaoclng 2 ieo*. The Sikhi, igpoBatt of 
Vsjib's approach, had left their oamp and wwe out phtadcBaa: 
'vhhti^ Oo hMriog the taamp of the ftnhela oaraliy and the 
eoli of keMe<drqwa they repealed in bevUdsMeaS «o ffan emp. 
Sni the by herd riduig or^took theca and capeaied fast 

qoMitUies ot booty and froa theov Be dro*e theni 

hsuea fix 10 nOse to sear tfeodbala. sleyuig and woaodisg 
tfeny of ^moi. Is the end they rewooed the Jaonoa tad «soe 
4iaQk to their ows sMut^. (Tto wm the Dal.) 
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tbe OQ all hands. Along the baok of the Jamuoa 

they oame to the SbacUi pargaoab^ where a aoFere eogago- 
moDt took place. Bveoiog came on and the Sikh horse- 
mea stood their ground around Najib for three hours 
after nightfall. There were many eugsroane plantations 
at place, under cover of which the Sikhs plied their 
mnakets, and made a few attacks, band after band 
emptying their muskets and then ridiag away. Najib 
sad his troops stood firmly. Then the Sikhs fell 
hack to their camp... Next morning Kajib marched 
npoQ the haleing-^pUce of the Sikhs, in a compact forma¬ 
tion, wUh hia van right and left nnder different officers, 
hie ba^age in the centre, and his rearguard in 
<^urg« of lus brother Afsal Eban and Sadat Kbaa 
Afridi... Najib strongly urged his men not to break 
their formation or leave their plaoes in any cixcimiBtaaoe, 
BO that the movemeota and fightiog of every section of 
the force ooold be kept carefully under hia conbiol... 
Hie Sikhs appeared on all four gxdes and kept np a 
running mUi the marohing Bohelas thxonghont the 
day. They ohsrged home the Buhela left wing (under 
Zabita Khan) when thrown out of order in cros^g a 
dry »d/d. Many men fell on both ^es, and unable to 
boar their heavy lose, a of Zabita insued from 

the oolumn and made a counter-charge upon ^ Sikh 
assailants, in spite of Najil/e order to advance steadily 
without halting to fight. This seoCiM waa at oaoe 
enveloped by the Sikhs and ooold bo rescued after 



1766] Kim’s WA^AS£ ±QADtST BlKHfi $99 

bdog beiTily riuifoicid ; nioy mea fell ob both sides 
i& this eODtest" 

Kajib’s nabroken column thus steadilj approached 
the east bank of the Jamooa in order to cid the Sikhs 
off from it and prevent their escape. The enemy tried 
to gain time by keeping the Ruhelas engaged till sunset, 
after which they vonld bo able to cross the river vrith 
ali their baggie. So, about 6 P. hi. they made a 
combined attack upon Najib’e reargcard, (imder Af*"? 
Buhela and Sadat trhaii Afridi) pressing it very hard 
and causing much loss. But though urged again and 
again by bia sorely stricken troops, Najib would not 
’allow them to arrest dre advance of the entire oolnmo, 
B^y forth aod drive the attacking ouemy horse away 
by a counter-charge. He would not lose sight of hia 
objective, the Sikh camp ahead. Men dropped het 
among his rearguard. Sadat Ebao said to Afcal Khan, 
<My men are being destroyed by the enemy’a bollete. 
I have DO strength left’ But such was Kajib’s iron 
discipline and the obedience of his troops, that Aizal 
Khan forbade a charge for driving the Sikhs away. At 
last a band of 50 Afiidi horsemen under Sadat'a brotfier, 
unable to control themeelves, galloped open the ftifrb 
mounted musketeers and a desperate band to band ^ht 
raged for some Ume amidst great disorder and noise. 

himself was compelled to leave the column 
fw bit rash brother’s defence. oa hearing of ic 

oied OQ^ 'He has spoilt my wo^’ aod himself turned 
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aside to ^e ecoao of the iightin^ io order to save the 
y ^T gnftpd, wUUe orderiog aH other dmaiona to remain 
fiscol^ in their appointed places. The Sikhe were oow 
driven back, though after more obstinate fightiDg. But 
hj thifl time oiglit bad fallen. Najib’s grand plan failed 
aod the Sikhs beat a hunied retreat hy fording the 
Jamuoa with all tlicir camp and baggage under cover 
of the darkoeae. "Next mornisg not one of their horse* 
men waa left" (Nnr. 100b“106a.) 

A newsletter written on 13 January 176S sbowa 
diat this battle or one verr much like it took place a 
day or two before tbat date near Jalalabad (10 m. o. e. 
of Qhaaabad): "Intelligence was brought that the 
Skbs were hovering in detached bodies ronod Najib's 
oainp, beyond cannon shot... to intercept the convoys 
of grain ... Immediate orders were issued by Najib to 
get the arhliory in readiaess and prepare for battle ... 
The advanced guards engaged. A heavy fire of artillery 
sad mall arms began and was mabtained with great 
vigour. Najib, mounted on an elephant, was present in 
the rear of rire artillery. Ihe first line which bore Ike 
brnot of the battle behaved with slngoJar intrepidity. 
In the midst of tbisj the Sikhs found means by a feint 
to throw the line of artillery into some confasiob and 
Were advaocing with great impetuoidly, when some 
ttoieiy assistance was g^ven by Sayyid Md. Eb. and a 
body of Afghans, and the Sikhs were repuleed- 
wlfti Towards the close of the day Najib ordmd 
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bU troope to desUt froio the ^ogAgcmcnt but to staod 
&rmcd &ad prspaicd... Several eardare ot distinction 
were killed aud wounded iu llie battle.” [OPO. ii. 776.] 

§10. Xajib’s inovenenla, JTfio-lTOT. 

Tbo Sikh bands, oq returo from the Doab (Apiil 
1766) attacked the Patiala State. Abdall's ehrewd 
diplomacy, bj inakiag Ala Siogh (the founder of the 
Patiala ro)’a1 family) a friendly tributary and alio 
^viog bim tbe office of governor of the Sarbiud 
district (t)OW a Durrani territory), bad set up tbia 
Phullriai) Sikb agaiQdt tbr Iraug-Satlaj or Manjba 
Sikbs. It was tbe Patiala Rajah's ititercat to cling to 
Najib against tbo commec coemy, and be bad sent 
bis son to Najib’s camp in dio Eobiak district in 
October 17Go, for concerted action against those Sikbe 
who were then out levyiog blackmail all ower tbe 
country. In May 17 C 6, when the Sikhs lovaded the 
territory of Ala Singh's succesGor, Aiuar Singh, and 
tried to capture his capital, Najib marched up to 
Muslafabad on tbe way to Patiala for helping tbe 
Rajah. Amar Siogb, however, succeeded in avertisg 
tbe hostility of tbe Sikh bands (Dal) through the 
mediation of Jassa Singh Abluwalla (the fonodex of 
Sjipurthala), evidently by paying a subsidy. [SPD. 
zxlx» 99. xrvii. 133. PattaU records.] Soon afterwards 
tbe r^y season began aad so speeded military 
operatiODS till October next 

96 
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At tb« be^Dning of 1767, Ahmdd Shab AbdaU 
aguo entered the Panjab—for the )aat dme,—aod 
eocAtoped on the Bias. The Sikhs were tom by 
internal disseosions and could not oppose bim or 
volert Najib’a territoriee for some time. Abdsli 
summoned Kajib to join him* with the 7 years' 
arrear tribute of Kiodastao. Najib iaterriewed him 
on 9th March, and was treated with the greatest 
honoor aud kindness, as will be fully osrrated in 
Chapter 24 §6'7. The Sikb raid into Mirat, wbiob 
was oroahed by a combined Dnrraoi force (8,000 
oavaliy nnder Jabao Kbao) and Rubela conliogeot 
(6,000 horse noder Zabita ^an), about 16 May 1707, 
wiD. be also described there. After seeding bis patron 
back to Afghanistan by promising 26 lakhs, ^ajib left 
the Durraoi caiup aod reached Delhi on 30 July. 

la the following cold weather, Kajib went from 
Delhi to Aonla, where be celebrated the marriage of 
Ids son E!ala Khan with the daughter of Sadullah Khan 
(the successor of Ali Md. Euhela) with the most lavish 
pomp and extravagance. At the end of the festivity, 
be rctoroed to Delhi The Sikbs spread through the 


* SPD. azix. l!9i After Ukiog bare of the Nifih 
came to the Sarhied disSrid aod ballad long at Uostaiabad 
(!5 ID. a of AmbaU), atUokad muy parganahs o/ the BAha.... 
Sho be came to Delhi. (Nor. Minnie details of Ak 
CHSpaigD of Ahdali la U. ]S>435. Shah hoooun 

daA« 310 and 416, lefwee him Sarbied, 388. , 
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Karoal district (Kar. 113], aad even menaced Delbi.* 
K^iVs health had now completely broken down. 
Ever aince 1*68 he bad Buffered off and on from ao 
iotermitteot fever. Id youth be bad been attacked by 
an inflamed ulcer pUs^, and now that malady 

took au aggravated form. Throughout this year he 
was coostautly no well. On (he other baud, the Sikha 
were year by year iocreasiag ia number aud spirit; 
the final retreat of Abmad Shab, practically beateo, 
in May 1767, had given them boundlesB courage. 
Even at that time, wJiUe the 6hab was Btill on ^is 
side of the Satlaj, “the Sikhe to the number of 120,000 
men, both borse and foot, all devoted to each other 
and equipped for war, were asseinbled at Amritsar/’ 
|C?^ii. 345.] Aod now the dying Najib coofeeaed 
bimseJf beateo. It waa only agwet an entire natiOB 
in arms, fired with all the energy of a newly riaco 
aod hungry people and all the uni^ of the early 
IslaoiCea before their dissolution into sects, and 
malUplying “like ants and looosts,” tbnt be had at last 
to admit defeat He had served bis sovereign loyafly 
aod defended bis o^)ital and family as long as ha oeuM. 
Bot he now begged leave to resign a bnid» beyond 
bis physical powera He wrote to the hhnperor Sbab 
AUm : “Until this boor T have maiufssted the firmest 

e Ae& (o 3PD~ xaz. 246, tbii invaslna wa» lad by Jai 
Sbgb, who rcealled all the baadi then in Bbiuatpuv 

tsrriW? to jolo lum against Ntiih. 
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doTotion uid bjaJt; to the young princes aod 
ex-BmprasB (in Delhi fort] Bat 1 bid ao longer able to 
eodtioae that support to them which is uecessary for 
likfiir protection. liOt your Majesty advance to your 
o^utaJ and yourself defend your own honour. Your 
vas^ frankly represents that be is not equal to the 
charge iu bis present sitnation.’' 

To the Dow&ger^Empress Zioat Mahal, be wrote 
in the same terms, resign log the (ask of defending 
Delhi aud offering to escort the whole royal family iu 
that fort to the Emperor at Allahabad if she desired it. 
Ba added tisat the Sikhs had prevailed and he was 
OAibie to provide foe his own security. He talked of 
•eekioghis p<4rtioal furvdn by makiog a pilgrimage 
to fiCecoa, or retiring to some obscure retreat. [OPC. 
IZOl, ^7. SPD. 2 xix. 143 of whioh the correct date is 
26 Mar. I7di.| He withdrew his deputy Snltan Khau, 
troops aod property from Delhi. 

§ U. Mysh rsaipns Ass governtnetU tc Zahita Khan 
reUrm to iJagibahad, Mareh 1768. 

BealUing, that hia end could not be far off, he 
took counsel with his household aud with his usual 
foresight provided carefully for the fukore. While op 
his usual cold weather march in the Hisar disbict whh 
Us army, he one day assembled all hia eardara aod ia 
pcesenoe declared Zabita Ehao his successor and 
4spaty, tied his own turbaa te hia sou's head as a 
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e^mbol of hU cMofUiosbip^ aod traDsforred aU authority 
07er his army aod torritory to hira donog big lifetime. 
He advised hig belr to cooRno big o^q authority 
immediately by crushixig those of bis geoerala (Ce., the 
partisans of Zabiia's atep-brother Kalu Khan) who 
^ere reported to be ill-dleposed towards their new 
master and were eura to cause trouble after Hajib's 
death. Najib now retired to Kajibabad to lead a Ufe 
of relief from public cares. Zabita, to whom unfettered 
discretion in foreign policy bad been given, came to 
terms with the Sikhs, evidently by a money payment, 
near Jalalabad-Nahari, north o£ Delhi. Two of bis 
father's high officera,—AH Muhainmad Kur and Sayyid 
Mian Asrac-nd-dio (popularly called Lambi Mian},-** 
who deiied Zabita’a orders, were euppreaeed by 
force. these means the entire army was 

brought under diecipline and made to reoogoise Zabita 
Hban as their supremo master.*' [Nor. 1X40-115a. 
Miskio, 270.) 

On 15th October 1769, Najib returned towards 
Delhi, and toaving bis camp at Sbahdara paid a visit to 
the Crown Prioce ui the palace iu the afteEnoon add 
was highly honoured in return. Tliree days lator, his 
deputy Zabita IThan ^as preeeated to the prlaoe and 
the Dovrager-Empress. He was givmi a dinner and 
entef toioed with dauoe and song in the palace, and sent 
beck with a present of the Crowri Princess own bead- 
drear. 1DC-) 
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S 12 . lUnea'ed Uarathn invaaion of Hindu&lan, 
1770 : KajU/i inUk polici/. 

Esrif la 1770, a vast Maratha arraj, led by 
Bamcbaodra Gaaesh (the Peshm’e deputy), Visaji 
Exisboa Bioiwala, Tnkoji Holkar, aad Mabadji Siodhia, 
advaocod to tbo north of the Chambal for restoring 
the Maratha aatbority ia Hicdiiatan wbioh had been 
eclipsed for nearly a decade ae the result of ^e defeat 
at Panipat, and recovering their lost estates lo the 
Doab. Their coming vras preceded by letters caliing 
apon all the chiefs of Northern India to present tbem- 
adves and pay tribute or release the Maratha jaglre they 
had QSorped in the interval. Tokoji Holkar, ^e 
nooeeaor of hCalhar, wrote a private letter to Najib to 
oonirnB the frieodship between the two houses wbioh 
bad subsisted in Malbar's time and by wbioh Najib had 
beoedted so often and so eigDally. Kajib replied, “1 
have for a long time past renonnced the world on 
aoooant of and made Zabila Khan my hrir and 
Bopretne menb He will not deviate from your connsel.’' 

But the return of 4e Beccani myriads ten years 
after Panipat alarmed Najib with good reason. Hia 
protector Ahmad 6bah AbdaJi was dying ^ the Peshwa 
had by now healed his domeetlo discord and peace 
.with the Nizam aod Haidar AH, and was free to devote 
all the resources of his Oovemment to his nwtbere 
Istensta, The Marathas coold not have fmgotten 
Ki^had been the oause of their rain in 176L. The 
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bouse of Sindbia bore aleepiees viadictiveD€AB towards 
Najib ftud was sure to annibilsts bim if it could. As 
Najib wrote to his son, after unfoldixig the political 
situation, “Not one of the potentates of Hiodustan bas 
the courage to gird up his loins for opposing them, I 
oanoot bear on my shoulders the heavy burden of this 
task without the aid of troops from the Durraoi 
kingdom.” Ho bad lost his old health aod etreogth,^ 
and could do longer ride forth on campaigns ai io the 
past. No succour was to be expected from the bouse 
of Ucrrani, now involved in domestic brawls. 

He felt that Zabita was too young aud iuexperienccd 
to handle sudi a situation, while a siugle injudicious 
step towards such irresisUble enemies would ruin his 
fiewly founded kingdom and dynasty. So, Najib decided 
to go himself to tbe Marathas, 'Iodine them hy face ter 
face meeting and parley to maintaio peace with him, 
and, by offering his co-operation in their present auder- 
takingB, keep them firmly on his side.”* 

§ 13. MaraOia poltci/ towards Kajzb and Jai 

There was a sharp difference of opiniow in tiie 
Marat ha camp as to their policy aad plan of war. 

* As be muu to the Efoperor, '’Xu order to gaio time, 1 ha?« 
IneJioed thU nee (Usraihu}, mote Bniuerofu Una ants and 
lOeaste, hr my fneedlinees aod enppleaeia te reoaaio loyid to your 
tf^sety aad have thus pnseresd the capital Delhi safe and iataot." 
[QbAbuB Aii, ij. 268.] At this time K^lb was ?er7 U1 aod had 
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Bftmobandra welcomed Najib's offt'r of co- 

op«ratioB ae a godseod, remarkbg, "We ha^o come to 
tK/fl oonotry after ten yeara, and if we do not laret make 
filaoda with Kajib, then all (be par^Ruhelas and Sbaja 
woold join him again It u« (in eelf-defence), and he is 
also very powerful in faimself. With such a combioatioD' 
of enomiea against ns, wo shall bsve to fight a hard 
figbt, the result of which none can foresee. Therefore^ 
we ought to reassure this man, make bio onr ally, first 
atteok the Jat Bajah, and easily exact a large contrU 
botion tom him. Whatever was done by Najib against 
oe (in 1759^1) is now atbiog of the past.^' Tnkoji 
Holkar was ^ heredituy friend of ^ajib and need to 
f^fdy )dm with secret intelligence about the happenings 
in the Makratha camp and timely reports of Mahadji'a 
intended treachery towards him, or merely Tukoji'a own 
anapiclon of such designs. They expected to win over 
thapsT-Bohelss through Najib and thus secure tribute 
asd RetitatioQ of territory from them without a blow,, 
do that the endWidad forces of the hfaratbas might ha 
employed to sqoeeae the friendless Jat Rajah. 

Mahadji Sindhla objected, saying, "We have oomw 
here after a long ioterval in order to take veageanoe 
on tiiis man. Jf yon now make an alliance with' 
him and give him your solemn oath of friendship, 
how (hen can we be avenged on him f ever after f 

*9 W ««sted aboot (riss Jovn in t liitw. [linns laJ. I074i 
Ki^ mi the ttMOAu m 179Q,—Knr. Ub«-aak 
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All the I nods belongiug (0 tile Peshwa (in the Doab) 
have been eojoj^d by the Af^aos iot over tea 
yeare. Oar prestige has beOD ruioed by that race. 
The foremost of our eocmies is Najib-ud-daiilah; 
especiaHy the blood of three and a fuUfpcrsws of my 
family (vit., Dattaji^ Jankojl, aod Sabaji slaio^ aod 
Mahadjl himself left half dead aod lamed for Ufe] is oa 
bia head. Aod Tukoji ia proposing to embrace him T 
Never miod, I shall write to the Peahwa aod take his 
orders.’’ The Pesbwa preferred the decoaods of 
polirical expediency to those of blood feud. 

So, the Marathae sent a written pledge of alliaooe 
aod frieodly aseuraocee to Najib, through Tukoji 
Holkar, and asked him to capture the Jat possessioas 
io the middle Doab, at the same time that they Invaded 
the Jat kiDgdoia west of the Jamnoa. Nawal Sii^h^ 
the Jat Rajah, Issued from Dig aod was defeated after 
a bloody battle with Hamebsodra Qaoesh near Idatbara 
(4-6 April, 1770.) Najib eocamped at Cbaudausi 
(b April), and iu two days bis mea took the fort of 
Nohjhil, driving out its Jat garrisoa across the rivar.. 
He very ^utokly wrested from the looa) offioers Cbo Jsl 
paiganabs of Jewar, Dankaur, Tappal, DabaM 4se., and 
encamped on the Jamnoa east hank o{^oaitd Mathora.* 


• SPD. uix. 254-262. 246. xzix. 20 dated 16 Jaaa uys 
^ Jat mltalsliare been cased by Najib for himself. Many 
hare beoi looted by tke Plndfaaiie.' Kar. 119. DC. (Imp.) 
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§ 14. MaraifMn ftnfer Doab, meet NajfO ; ^ahadji 
Sindhia vnfriendiy to him. 

The Maratbe geoemle, after their victor/ la the 
field, ebraok from attockio}? the irapregoable Jat forts, 
and therefore could not drive the vanquished Kawal 
Siogh to sabnission. They deeded, iostcad, to cross 
into the X)oab aod there e:eaet tribute from the par- 
fiah^aa and divide with ^ajib the paiganahe of the 
middle Doab that be had recently wrested from Kawal 
Singh's men. Their whole army, reported to be 70,000 
4tmg, aasemi^ed at hlathara. Holkar was the dreC to 
4tOM cm Co the east bajik for meetiog Najib. Abdul 
Abed £hao ac t ed as mediator and conducted the parley 
from the Rohela side (13 April.) The l?th of April 
was selected as an auspicious day for the meeting, after 
atsnranoes and oaths of good faith bad been exchanged. 
Ha|& advanced beyond hia artillery lines and welcomed 
TVfeoy HoUmr, and took him to his teat with every mark 
of honour. More oonsoltatioos were held next day^ 
aod on the l^tb Najlb returned the visit He rode Co 
Tnkoji’s tent, who introduced him to Eamchandra 
Oanesh and then to Mabadji Sindhin Najib tried to 
sooths Mabadji Siodhia by offering him commonplace 
oondolences like, '‘Whatever Qod wills happeaa I did 
sot from my side move against Dattaji ffatil, bat rather 
sen^ift hia frieodship, aad be too did not intend flirting. 
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But owing to the Divine will it happcnd in that way. 
Don’t now entertain auy idea of revenge in yoor hearts. 
Now that I have joined you, I ehah repress your 
coeniies.'’ Mabadji remained in snHen eilence for eoine 
time and then dryly replied, “The will of (rod has been 
aocomplisbed. Let us see what He wills m fulitrii' ! 
They parted after exohanging the customary preeente, 
"but soreness of heart remained between the two sldae, 
and affectionate speeches were not made.” 

After aomo days of discussion the allies formed 
their plan of operation. On 25th April, the entire 
Maratha army crossed over to the east bank of the 
Jamuna and encamped dose to Najib. Najib’s men 
took possession of Shukobobad, Sadabad end othor 
pa^anabs from Nawal Singh and posted hie own 
oolleotora and military goards there (c. S May.) The 
es-wasir Imad-al-mnlk, from his refuge at Main purl, 
joined the Maratha camp at Agra unasked. But there 
conld be no res! or hearty co-operstion between such an 
ill-matched pair of oonfederatee. On 10th May, Najih 
after receiviog a secret warning from Tokoji Uiat the 
odier Maratha esrdars were plauniog treachery ageifist 
him, broke up bis camp and marched towards A%ar4L 
The Marathas fell on his ba^age, hot could capture 
nothing. fDG) Soon afterwards the rainy season put 
an end to military movements and the Marsihas went 
teto oantonmento in the Aligarh district [SPD. xxviL 
DO. Nor. 120-121.) 
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§ 15. Marat}u\ enitrprm in Doab faiU. 

Malsadji SindbU had at the oatset urged that 
tioleas tribate was realised fro tD the Jat Rajah, nobedj 
ebe iroold pa 7 the Marathas aaytbiQgj aod therefore 
tbeir array should QOt eater the Doab before makiag a 
aetdement with Kawal Siogh. This advice -was set 
aside in favour of Tukojl Holfcar’s alteroative plan of 
workiog through Najib and against the JatE As a 
Maratha agent oomplaioe, ^‘We all gave the counsel to 
treat the Jat Rajah klodly, take from him whatever cash 
he readify pud down, and thus relieve the distress of 
o«r uBpoverisbed amtj. Bat instead of doing it, our 
ehiefs hive, by Holkar’s advice, sided with Najib Khan 
a^ wider hb gaidanoe attacked the Jat possessioDS. 
AH oar plans, great and small, have been mined by our 
aJliance with Najib.^' 

Throughout the three moosoon months nagotiadona 
fitf Mbnie went on with the Jat Rajah and the Bangasb 
aad Baheias, But nothing came of them, as no pressure 
could be pot on fheae pardea and Ramehandra Gao^sb 
made on Impossible demand on Tfawal Singh. The end 
of this expedition showed once again that Najib'a 
shrewd and sure diplomacy was superior to Mara^ 
eBort-iightedoBes and vacillation. Their hops of 
peacefully securing tribute and territory from tbo 
Bugash and the traos-Oangae RuheUe throQ^ the 
bMhbg of Najib, proved illnsory. 'Hiaio Afghan ohb6 
difinisswf the Mtffatha envoys with a soomfol cefoaal, 
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*^ajib baa ueurped Miiat aod otbor oahata, aod you 
have not recovered them. Why eheu are you askiog 
us to restore our aT)!]e.vatioDa ? We shall cot give you 
or land uulesa Najlh does the same’' (August 
1770.) Tbo result was the utter failure of the Maratliae 
to get a pice aad a couseq ueut additioo to their army 
debt. The evil ms aggravated by Najib’s doable^ 
dealiog. Through out tho rainy season he kept writang 
to the par-Ruholas in order to stiffen their backs and 
iaduce them to ferm with bioi and the Jat Bajah a 
vast anti^MaraCba coalition. One of bis letters to 
them was Intercepted and revealed his treachery. 

A reptore betweeu two such insincere frioods was 
difficult to prevent. At one coaferenoe tbo o^sApexated 
Maratba chiefs held a high toue and taxed ^ajib with 
f^ure to keep his promise and treacherous coUuaioa 
with his brother Afghaos, vhiob had preveotdd the 
oolleotlon of the Maratba tribute oven after six mouths’ 
effort. Najib answered haughtily, bidding the Deccanis 
remember that tbo lion was not yet dead aud that if 
they desired war with him be was ready for them th«a 
aud there. He contioued, '*1 eaaoot bear to live in yottr 
catnp io dishonour. Don't you think that yoQ. have row 
a vast army with you and I have ooly a email foroe. 
Eveu when I am dead aud buried in tho ground, 1 oaa 
eat you all Up with only 10,000 men. I know that 
Mabsdji Fatal harbours ill-will towards me io his heart 
Go and tell him from me, Tf you are a man, why don’t 
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you come into the ^eld, hot are merely repeating that 
the blood ol ^rec of your family is on my head ? 
Either exact retaliation for it, or become a fourth in 
stdditicK) to the other three. Yoar bebaTiour ia unworthy 
of a bnTO man.' Vou have seen what I can do, and I have 
seen your worh. Very well. I shall march away this 
moment.” • He was pacified with great difficulty and 
after profuse apologizing by Anand Bao Karel. 

I Id. death and character. 

About 27th September, Kajib held a private 
disouswa vtth l^e Jat envoys and reached a friendly 
iitHaiiBCinf On 8th October be celled the two sides 
btfere Um, fixed by hie arbitration the tribute to be 
pud by the Jat Eajab, and thus ooncluded a peace 
between bim and the Maratbae. Then knowing bis 
own death to be near, be placed Zabita lOian’e band 
ia Takoji Holkar’s, praying to the latter to be as kind 
to Ute son as Malhar had been to the father, and then 
s^t the Maratha sardara away, secorted by Zabita, and 

* Kor. Uaoa Xel, 108, cooSnu il boK more bried;: 
Kajih girrag !u»b rapltcs, eried ont ia a lood solce to tbe 
yiftlw urdara 70 Q are Uuohing of s^iag my 
fcbowiag me to be ill, know that so long ■* the btmA oflife 
T yiatna withj& me 1 shsU BOt IsaTS evsQ OQe among yoa aUva 
U yon dMLza battle at ihii fsry mommc, I say Bumillah ^ £ 
am nady to bsghij'’ So saying, he leapt np tom the eketebc 
h wiM be ww beiag earned. The Karattia Sudan 
spehs Ite bmS softly. . 
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hiosfl^ set out ior bte home co die. By way of 
Cbuidaiisi (12 Oct.)^ K&jib eatcred Sikaadrabad (KS Oot.) 
He had only reached the diatrict of Hapnr, when death 
overtook hire oa 3L October. Hie last act, obaracterlstio 
of bis life, was to issue an order to hie troops not to 
moJeat or rob the pilgrime who bad assembled for the 
Ganges fair at Garh Mukteahwar close by his oaop. 
\DC. Miskio, 272. Nur. I23rt iaoorreot.] 

Thus ended the career of the most powerfol 
personality !u India during these ten years. A poor 
illiterate Afghan of the Unr-khel clan, sprung from 
the hnioblost home and without a friend or patron in 
India when be migrated to thia country as a growa-up 
ZD an with a bod, and sought his bread by entering AJi 
Muhammad RuheU’s service in the capacity of a 
despised foot soldier, Najib Ehan rose by sheer abiti^ 
and strength of character to the highest posedoo m the 
realm and guided the fortunes of the empire of Delhi 
aa its supreme regent for a full decade. Id the 
oombinatioo of drst-xato miUtary and administrative 
opacity, diplomatic skill,* and tact in dealing wi(k 
others, and above all in hie instiaotive psrceptdoaof 
the realities of the politics of his day and conceoSatioD 
on the essentials, he bad no equal in that age except 
Ahmad Shah AbdalL Bis defence of Delhi against 
tiie Jat'Maratha'Sikb army of Jawahir Siogb, his 
running fight in grim porsnit of the fiikh invaden, and 
his stomiog of the mad*fort of Buana with msre 
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dismouDted CAVAlry aod no ffuuS; illustiato bis consiim- 
mato goQOraJsbtp to cbreo difforant types of battle. 
The bistoriaa does not know wbat to admire most, hU 
ca^taoity as a leader of men io action, bis uoerrlog 
peroeptlon of tbe realities of erery sitoatioo, or bis 
ioboTO opportunism io iostioctivel)' seisiog amidst 
dark 0 ess and confusion the course that would prove 
most advaotageous to him. 

The last eight years of his life were one ioog 
struggle with puafal illness and new foes,—such as the 
Jata and Sikhs,—and during these years he was not 
ofroe aided by Durrani arms, bat held bia own to the 
pOBoe and mild government wbioh bo gave 
to bit toitKories, enabled him to acoumalate a vast 
tteasarc, not by plunder bat from the anrplas revenue 
of a prosjterous oetate, and to leave his sucoesBor 
Zabita Kban the richest prince in Northera India after 
the Jat kiog. 


CHAPTER XXm 


The Jats, dowk to 17$8. 

§ 1. TH$ local of the Joi mu. 

The most importaot racial el^mcot in the vast &ao( 
of laod that stretches from the baok of the Indae, 
through the Panjab, the northern States of Rajputaaa 
and the upper Jamuoa vallef, down to Gwalior beyood 
the Chambal^ call thamaeWes Jats. We ate not here 
oonoerned wi^ the qneadon of their ScythO’Aryan 
origin, the analysis of the tribes that have been fused 
into the comcnon stock, the probable line of migr^oo 
to the present home of each of their branohea, oe (heir 
oarly history on the Indian eoil which goes back, beyond 
recorded antiqui^. But a survey of thsir ^stributicui 
in the early Ibth century is necessary for onr 
present purpose. 

‘'The Jat is, in every respect, the most impoctttt 
of the Panjab peoples. In point of oumbers he ao s p m a^s 
the Bajpat, lAo comes nert to him, in the pwopordon 
of nearly three to one. In Bikaner Jatsalmar and 
Marwar, they possihly equal in nember ^ the Bjqpot 
races pat together." [Ibbetson, a it Beoadly 

gpeebipgj the Jat is a Muaahnan in tiie Weetam District 
(a. a, Panjab west of die Ravi), a Sikh ia the Cenft^ 
27 
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and a Hindu io the Soutb-easb'' Buch ia the diatribo- 
tioD of Jata in the Paajab, but the hiatofiau of 
Pelbi la ioterested in the tribal popolation of the 
Panjab only eo fax as they merge their Jat race io the 
Sikh sect (Roae's Glossary of Panjab Tribes.] 

In a seeood regional area, namely die northern and 
western districts of the United Provinces/ or along the 
apper Jamuna valley, the Jata constitute as important an 
alecnent of the population as io the Panjab, and the ‘ 
tribesmen living in this tract have played a most 
eonspiouous p>art in the history of the fall of the Mughal- 
fittpire. They axe even today the moat important 
aad iadiintrions of all the cultivators not only 
In the Mint dieCrict but in the entire Mint 
division (ooosiating of the districts of Saharanpur, 
MuaaPkrnagar, Mirat, Culandsbahar and Aligarh.) 
In Aligarh ^they aro decidedly the most 
powerful amongst the other castes and occupy naarly 
the whole of the western portion of the district In 
the Bolaodahahar district they owned, in the late 19th 
century, twice as many villages as the Gujara. So, too, 
in the MncafTarziagar district, the Ghijars and Jata* 
occupy the upland ridge above the Ganges khadir 
(low lands beside the riverO Bot diese Jata were 
scattered over the country as peasants or landholders, 
irithoct aspiring to political iodependenoe. 

Pxooeeding sooth of Belhi along ^ Jamuna, we 
Asi tiM isdB more nmneroua in Mathura than io aop 
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Other district of that proviooe except Mirat. Fuithex 
south, io the i.gra district, thef form 7 per cent of the 
popolatioo, but till 14 per cent of the cultirated area 
and in t?ro of the sub>divisioiu (Agra and Kiraoli tahsila) 
they are the most extensive cultlTatora, 

West of Agra is the Bharatpur teiriiory, the xulere 
of which gave cohesion to the Jats by uoitfng them 
into an independent State and leading theca on to a- 
career of conquest northwards and eastwards. It is 
the data of this third region that played a striking part 
in the politics of the declining Delhi empire and the 
present history will deal with them in detail. 

There is a fourth area of Jat preponderance, aouth 
of Agra np to the Chambnl and even beyond that river 
to Gwalior, where a Jat power district from the 
Bharatpur family rused its bead but was crushed 
the Maratba advance from Malwa and is ocw confioed 
within the narrow limits of the State of Dholpnr,—the 
sole remnant of that large priocipality of Gohad which 
has left its mark on North Indian history from 171^0 
to 1780. ' , 

§ 2. The Jat eharacter ; eotnparieon with 
Sikhs and Marathas. 

*^he Jat is the hasbandman, the peasant, the revenne- 
payer par excellences', observes Ibbetson when writing 
of die Panjab province; and the same high praise is 
given to the race in the Agra province by the local 
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Adimxustrator& ‘Whitew&j o&lls them "the backbone 
of the i^rioultural popuJation'’ io Matbnra. The Jat 
^ more hooest, more ioduBtrious, more sturdy, sad 
09 lest maoly than the raeoe of our frontier mouQtaios. 
Sturdy iadependeocs and patieot vigorous labour are 
his stroogcst cbaracteristios.... But he is of all the 
Paojab races the moat impatient of thbal or commuoal 
ooatrol and the one which asserts the freedom of the 
i&dividaal most strongly.... He is osualiy ooutent to 
ooltivate his fields and pay his revenue in peace and 
quiet&ees if people will let him do so ; though when be 
doee go wrong be taksa to aoytbiog from gambling to 
Midw, wi^ perhaps a preference for etealiog other 
^BO^e^ wives aod oattle.” Herein the Jat preseote a 
co&toait to tbe Cbjar who, though precisely of the 
eame physical type aod almost of the same social status 
as the former, is "lasy to a degree and a wretched 
oaldeator,” .., turbulent and habitually food of cattle¬ 
lifting. In abort, we can broadly distioguieb between 
the three eagtee of the village population by calling the 
Bajpnts landlords, tbe Jata yeomen, aud the C^ojare 
pricnarily cattl^keepets. [AtHmoo, N. W.P. Oax.] 

The Jate, except in tbe Bajpotana desert, are a 
healthy proMc race. Hieir devotion to agrionltoro 
and freedom from most of the restrictions on marnage 
observed by high caste Hindos give to their homes a 
skooger freer womanhood and numerous children. 
They idlow tbe ancient Yedxo ixysm pcaotaoQ » ^ 
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much abhorred bj the latteivday Hiodas^—o| a man 
manTiug bia deoe&sod brother'a widow as a matter of 
right They have no scruple la taldag wives from 
other castes aad the oSspriag of such aoions become 
fully merged in Jat society without any tamt of infer* 
ioHty. AmOQg them cnaa woman and child share m 
the agrlcultoral work or in cattl6*tendiog, Their dose 
cootact with the soil aod healthy outdoor life make 
them the most stalwart of the Hiodu raoea As ia well 
knowD, the Jata form the racial backbone of the Sikb 
sect, 80 famous for their martial achievementa. 

Oppression by rerenae ofScers and robbery by their 
neighboora, oapeoially the Ghijars, daiiog the diaaolutioo 
of goTcroment, drove the JaC peaaaots to a predatory 
life by way of self-defence or repriaal. They had the 
making of the best infantry in them. 'With their sturdy 
physique, manly habits, and the errperieooe and tradition 
of forays and even of vulgar burglaries, they supplied 
the Bajabs of Bharatpi 2 r,<—as in mother r^on they 
did the Rajahs of the Paujab,—with the finest material 
for ao army, if only they could be properly armed 
trained and led. But the Jat soldiery of Bbantpsr, 
in spite of their martial instlnctB, lacked diet intelli* 
gcnce and power of oo*ordiQBtion which modem warfare 
raqnires.* They also need oaonon only in forts and 

* Ihe reader will reoefabv, as a pacalld oaa^ how the 
offieen woe Uida weakeet demeok in the Sikb army, to that, in 
thdr atmggTe with the Engliab the prored an army of 

Ilona led by asses. Eer» too the toldien were Jata by race. 
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had to d«peQd for their 6ald artillery oa forelgo allies 
or mercaaariee. Farther, this peasant race was without 
letters, without knowledge, unlike the Marathas,— 
among whom an admirable noiou was effected botsveeo 
the brainy priest and writer castes and the warrior 
Maratha caste, in fighting as isooh as in diplomacy and 
tbo ciTil administration,—so that all the varioas works 
of a State could be done in Maharashtra by meo of the 
same race speech and province. The Jat Rajahs, on 
the cootraiy, had to depend on Other people than Jats for 
their revenue administration and diplomat settlements. 

AgUQ, the Jats who embraced the relig^n of Gara 
Owiod were foaed into a perfect brotherhood, differing 
Cfily t^era personal interests and jealonsies separated 
toem. compact homogeneity was lacking among 

the Hindu Jats, where ionumerable minute differences 
of sept or of family^youps within one and the same caste, 
oaoaed almost the aame mntual cleavage as between 
Brahmans and Shndras. Thus the Jats in the Miiat divi' 
eloQ arc s^aratod iato two branohes, the Heles and the 
Dbes, who do not intermarry, the former despisiog the 
latter as of less pnre blood ! Hence, Suiaj Mai of 
Bbaratpur failed where Raojit Singh of Labor succeeded. 

§ 3. RelatUin$ of the Sharaipur 8taU Us 
neighboitrs. 

The Jats under the bouse of Bharatpor, in their 
nattoii lynnsioa eastwards aod northwards alo^ the 
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upper Jamuoa valley and beyond that river, cawe into 
oolIUion not only with the authority of the Delhi 
Ooremroeot but also with the Eajput Gujar and other 
iMdowners already in poaseasioo of the soil. Bren 
before the rise of this royal family, the Jets bad been 
making a peaceful penetratioD of the Agra and &£athura 
districts; they first entered that re^n as immigrant 
servants and hired labourers; but tbeii ekill in husbandry, 
rapid growth in numbers and dyoamio foroe as a race 
enabled them to snpplaat the decadent lazy old owners 
and make themselves lords of mneh of the soil. The 
same process continued throughout the I8th cetrtnry and 
reoeived a great impetus from Suraj MaVs rictorious 
advance and his legal position as a lessee of thee© dietriota 
recogoixsd by the sovereign of Delhi. But this Jat 
ocenpation of the oountry could be effected only at 
cost of the existing superior landowners, and thus every 
Rajput and Gujar zamindaris arms were turned ^nst 
the Jat power. The enccess of Sutaj Mai only 
accentuated tiie age-long feud between Rajput and Jst, 
Mid the former readily joined the euetnics of the latter 
every time the Jat power showed the least aigfl ^ 
decline.* 

It was the dream of the Jat kings of Bharatpur to 
justify thsir title of by actually ruling over the 

• E?en dariag (he eeGpte of Btitteb tottoiiCy io the Uatuiy 
1857, this fwd broke oot afreah in the roraJ parte of Apra, wtthont 
Ao; coasMtion with the revolted eepOTS. 
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sacred city and district of Mathura. Sut that vaa 
posaible only if they could be allowed either to out the 
hi^way between the imperial cities of Delhi and Agra^ 
or to hold Agra, the eeeoud capital of the Empire, in 
additioD to Mathura The soYereign of Delhi could not 
be expected to agree to this mutilation of his empire, and 
hence Mathura wee held by the Jat Rajaha only on an 
eterselly precarious tenure, and solely by the force of 
indispntably superior arms. And yet the Jats of 
Bbaratpur could expand only by holding Agra and 
Mathura, and then from these secured bridge-heads 
tfossug the Jamana and overfloedug into the Aligarh 
and Bulaodshahar dis&iota east of that nver. The 
Bbtfstpor State ia hemmed in on the west by the Rajput 
fciigdocAfl,^Mewat (Nanol, Alwar etc.) beiog the bone 
of contention between the two races,—‘on the north bj 
Delhi and its surrounding districts, and on the south-east 
bj die Marathas, now firmly planted la Malwa. Tbia 
ge o g c i yhy inexorably dictated the course of Bbaratpur 
history. 

§ 4. Oriffin of ih£ Joi leingdofn ; ihe initial diffieulHes 
of Badan Sin^k. 

The creation of the kingdom of Bhara^ur cot of 
notbug ifl the achleYement of two of the greaSeat Indiaa 
statesmen of the 18tb ceotniy, as its ruin was the work 
cit a single personality of the opposite obaraoter who 
sttcoeeded them oa die throne. The story of that rwd 
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c&c be unfolded in fnU detnil from coatempoinry records 
in Persi&Q French and Mnrafhi,* 

In the declining da^e of Anrangzib, while the 
Ecnpercr was absent in the Deccan for a qu^ter ccnturj 
and all his best ofScere and troops were conorntrated 
there, individual Jat village headman, like Bajanm, 
Bbajja and Ohu^man, led predatory bands of their 
clanemen to rob the royal highway from Delhi to tbe 
South and even the enburbe of the capital <uty of Agra. 
Bat these risbgs, however successful at first in causing 
lose and mischief, had been ultimately sappressed by the 
imperial Govemtnent thiongh the houae of Jaipur. Up 
to the middle of the XSth century there was as yet no 
Jat State, no poliidcally united Jat nation, no Jat king 
standipg clearly above the other village headmen or .even 
recognised as first among equals ; bat only a robber 
leader whose success had drawn to his banous many of 
his peers in social status as partners in his adventures 
and plunder. But even small beginning of a tribal 
organitaUoo and foundation of a Stats Was totally 
dss^yed when in 1721 Sawai Jai Singh captored 
Chunoan^s stronghold of Thun, Ohuiamaa ceounitted 

* U7 iruernal lustory of tbs henss of Bharatpor to 17 ^ uaIsm 
otherwiss stated is based opou Father FTaoeds Zarier Waodsl’s 
French accoant in India OSos l^r. One U68.. 0. V. 216 No. 2 
and India XV. Ko. U. For th« eaiii« Jat chiefs, see my Eutory 
(tf Matangx/^, roll, ui and «. and W. Irviae’a later Mughala, voL u, 
AlmoaC aU the sources exc^it SPX> have bssn nssd in E. R. 
j^sansgo's Eitiory ef JaU. 
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fluioide, 6Qd bis boos ZnlkarsQ and Mubakani Siogb were 
turned out to ^11 tbe soil or to wander o?er the {ace ot 
the eiftb. The Jat levies raised and held together hj 
GhuratDau, after eacapiog the slanghter of the batde-lield, 
bad been dispersed to their homes aod forced to turn 
their ewords into ploughshares. The city of Tbua 
itself was plongbed by asses under orders of the ^ctor, to 
make it an acenrsed soU, unfit to serve again as a seat of 
royalty. The work of Bajaram aod Cbnramao left no trace 
behind if, and their successor had to everything 

from the very foundations. 

This great work of coostrnction was done by Badan 
3u^, the son of Charaman’s brotha* Bhao Singh, in the 
fioe of almoBt iasuperabls obeftcles, both from mthin 
and without. The Jat people bad no tfibal cohesion •, 
every village head or leader of a small gronp of related 
families stood in prond isoladoo, recognizing no superior 
wi thin the clan. Their government, if it conld be so 
called, was a republic of aristocrats, too nnmerous to be 
called an oUgarohy. The hope of plunder might lure 
them to join one among themselves (snch as Chniaman), 
not as bis followers, bat as bis equal pariners in a joint- 
stock enterprise; tbev would not take their orders from 
bia> in peace times, nor link their estates wl^ hie to 
form a tribal kingdom. Shortly after the death of 
ChoracDan, his son and sucoessor Muhakam Singh was 
tuQod out by the leading meo of the clan, wbo repudiated 
ids and the nascent polirioal sooiety of the Ja^ 
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seemed about to dissolve when Badan Singh stepped ia 
and took the thorny seat vacated by bis cousin. 

At the outset the prospect was almost hopeleas for 
Badan Singh. The positioo of a reeegDised political 
chieftain had yet to be created among a scattered race 
of peasants, who knew no otter leader than the head of 
each family, and every suoh family head considered 
himself as perfectly equal to auy otter head and refused 
obedience to him. Even within his own famUy group, 
namely the Sinsania branch of the Jata, Badan Slogh 
was not the nadispeted head, as ^olkaran and Mnhakam, 
ttc dispossessed heirs of its eldest line, were alive and 
ever on the look out for overthrowing him and recovering 
their patrimony with outside aid. The heads of all 
tte other families clung to their independence as long u 
possible. We see this social condiBon vividly illnstr^SijJ^ 
in the Jat Court-po€*’a description of the tr&l* 
contingents that followed auraj Mai in Ids 
battles. The list reads exactly like the separate quotas 
of ships and men sent by the various independent 
cities of Glreeoe in support of Agamemnon, in Book. IT 
of Biad. {%’on Oorifra, pp- 75, IS4.] War and pluader 
was their only bond of anion. 

§ 6. Badan Sindh’s r^iffn and 
For uniting these scattered atoms, Badan Singh bad, 
at first, DO superior armed force, no reoognUed higher 
status, no hoarded wealth. But with matchless cunning, 
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tiroless pstieaco, aod wise ^saCiUty io the choice of 
meaos, he sttsioed to oompleU triumph at the end of 
s long li fe. First of all, he followed the path of 
eapplenoes in getting into the good graces of Savai Jai 
Singh, the conqueror of Thno, and securing him as a 
protector. Hie maoners were so bumble and submissive 
and his conduct so obliging, in contrast with the usual 
rude character of the Jats, that Jsi Singh was quite won 
over and began to take a special delight io favouring 
tins man whom be bad raised from the dust and whose 
greatoeas he felt would shed reflected lustre on his 
pa&on. Jai Sin^ bestowed on Badao the Hia, the 
fsac^oh, (he kettlenirom, tiie five-coloured fiag, and the 
Itfe oi SnUf^-rds {tx lord of the holy land of tdathoxa)* 
•0 as to ^ve him autbori^ among the Jats at home 
tad to entitle him to greater respect abroad. But in 
ipiie of his getting these iosigoia of feudatory princes, 
very astutely abst^ed from assuming the title 
of Bajah and throughtout lifs styled himself only Thaktsr 
or baron and represented himself publicly as a mere 
vassal of the Rajah of Jaipur. 

Thanks to Sawai Jai Sbgh, Badan was iosCalled 
in a higher poaitioA than any of his predeoessois, and 
he soon translated that position into the reality of 

* the eotire couoUy of Brajs (ldathur«) was twrer sot^s^ 
to Urn, but only s email fraction od the wmS. is «is Smm Uil 
eftvwirds made himadf lictle b; Uttle oaiM of tbs stitole 

cf It 
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sovereign power. At first be set hioaelf very oiuizuoglj 
to join together tke riober among his people uoder bis 
newly acquired antboiity. He tolerated neither the 
very nob nor the very great, but made himself aaeter 
of tbs lands and goods of those who had hitherto been 
the chief men of his clan, reducing them to the level 
of the common Jate. Thus, in a short time he hecame 
the sole lord of all the domains and wealth which had 
so long lain dispersed among the Jat village headmen. 
From a samindar, Badan Singh became shortly a pet^ 
Rajah, strong enough to be obeyed at borne and feared 
abroad. Boring the adminUtraUve disorder caused by 
the Sayyid brothers* usurpation of power at Belhi, the 
Jets oontiimed their robbery and rebellxon is a more 
intense form than before, because Badan Slogb was 
more powerful, his bands more unmerons more barely 
more snstuned and doing more widespread and irremecC* 
able harm than the Jats under Gharaman or Bajaram. 
Besides a large force of infantry, whom he had engaged 
little by little, he formed a coneid^gable corpe of cavalry 
of whom one portion wae employed in robbing the plaiia, 
the royal road to Delhi and the environs of A^a, and 
the remainder in extending bis temtoiy in 
neighbonihood. In proportion as he gained territory, he 
increased bis army. 

Badan Singh’s immense expemhture on forts, cittes^ 
palaces and parka, indicate the great value of lus booty. 
It was moat probable that he had discovered either by 



430 FALL OP THE WGHAL ElIPIRE [CH, XXIII 

cbaDC« or from somo koj handed down from father to 
son a bi|; hoard of the buried treasore of hia anceators, 
for borTXQ^ oae^e wealth uuderground wae the uoiveraal 
pnotice amoog the Jats. 

Taking advaotago of the internal diaaenslona in the 
Delhi Goperomen^ the Jats began to fortifj their 
pillages 20 large o umbers aad famish them with 
muaitioos and provisioos for long defence. In the 
place of Tfaua, Sansani, Soghor aod other old forts 
which had been demolished bj the imperahliete before 
his time, Badan Siogh foonded foor oew forts, Dig 
, Ejamhher^ Bharatpor and Yer. By bribing the wazii 
Qamjsod-din, he sUeoced all complaints made ag^st 
ftjSM laflitsry pr^antioos at the Court of the Emperor. 
Whan next Sawai Jai 8iogh obtained the gOTemorship 
of the Agra province, the date had more l^oie and 
more liberty to do as thej had always doue. Jai Siogb 
ofioially entrusted to the Jat chief the patrolling of the 
king's highways to Agra, Delhi, Jaipur &e. and the 
ooileotiOD of the transit daties on them, in the hope of 
taro jog him back from rapine. Ju Singh’s deputy aad 
actual admhistratot of the Agra proTinoe was a villain 
and a close ally of Badao Singh ; he was the man most < 
snitable for the enterprises of the Jats, who roamed 
freely over the province, demolishing houses, gardens 
and mosqnes, disfiguring them for the sake of a khob of 
mipper, a piece of marble or a bit of iron. Evmy gaha* 
state slab, and beam was earned off from theeeoU 
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ediJioes to tbo places vbich the Jate were tbeo buildiog. 
At tbe same ticae these tribeameD, ia bands ot two 
to three hundred ea(^ armed with sword and 
musket, ^^i/iog batobets and torches in their bands 
and blowing their trvmpets, broke into the booses 
of tbo rick, which they bad preTiously divided 
among themselves and carefollj noted where the owner 
was Qot in a position to olfer resistance. The iavaaion of 
Nadir Sbah led to a sudden and vast erpansioo of the 
Jat power and dominions ; * Badan 8ingh became 
master of tbo environs of the two capitals, completed 
bis forts and began new ones in the lands he bad 
reoeacly annesed. .Ul tliose forts were pat in a strong 
postare of defence, being armed with ao infinite number 
of small pieces of artillery acquired by plnoder or 
purchase and larger pieces oast by himselh as well as 
provisions. One cooteoperarj writer hardly exaggerates 
when he says that the walls of Kumbher were lined 
with gone with no interval between them. These forU 
were known to be impregnable in the India of that age. 

But, In spite of his wealth and military streogU^ 
Badan Sln^ aiways deoUned the Emparor^s icvihuioii 
to visit bis Court» saying that be was no nohla bat a 

* As in the psnllsl case of the Kkha, but irith a very 
itBpOTtaqt diferenca The Jat. expaoatei 9aa made easur and 
more rapid by the fact of their beioc (nalUea the Sihha) always on 
the side of the Eeq«ror and Uf fffttrtttsn and sharing iir Us 
canpaigos aloog wldi tbs nolriUly. so that tbe Jat territorial 
gaios were legalired by the Delhi OorsmEoeat. 
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mers fXflSftot t He did honuge solely to the lUjah of 
Jaipor, ackoowledgiog biixuelf aa that Rajah’s va&aal 
and attesdifig bis Daaahara darhar eFary year till old 
age oartaiied his moTemeata. Outside Jaip.ji^he built 
% maasioD, garden aod other houses for hiiQself, at a 
village aes^ed to him by Sawai Jai Sia^ aod named 
Badan-pura after him. 

Badan Singh followed one most andeut and 
laptamate method of eohaooiog his political streogcb, 
by maniage alliances with the heade of other groups 
ni families idio were ones the equals of bis forefathers. 
In. addiiaon, he kept a prod^^ons number of women of 
alt oaetee and t7ibee,'-a mark of hia wealth. Hts 
ttSMut pndeoeeeor oo the royal seat of bfathura, the 
dhine oow^erd of Hindu mythology, was girt round 
by a hundred blooming young women. * Badan Siogh 
improred upon it and kept a harem of 150, some 
aeoQted by oooaent, some by force. Of his sous, thirty 
vare known to have become beads of Tillages in bis 
lerritocy, aod there were at least as many more of 
whose future career noting was known. "The swarm 
was so large that he had difhculty in no^^izing bb 
own ofTspnog s each of &em had to announce his 
mother’s name and his own age and place of nsidsDoe, 
when he came to do his father reTerence 1” fW^deb] 


{mpOMS Aafri,! 
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§ 6. Sure^ Mai, kis buih and earl}/ career. 

Badai) Siogb died at Dig on 7^ Jiioe 1756 •, but 
{or many years before it be was a qaiesoent Sguxe, 
etatlonary at bis capital, aad merely presidiog over State 
^coaDcils. His loactiTity was farther iBcreaaed by hit 
growing blindaeaa. The policy of bis State ia war and 
diplooscy was abapsd and its oampaigDS were led by 
ids adopted son Suraj Mai, the ablest statescnan aad 
^ warrior that the Jat race has ever produced. Suraj Mai 
was 00 son of Badau Siogb, nor did he share ius 
blood in any way. He was the lawfol aoa of a 
named woman who during a risit to her uster (a 
member of Badan Slogb’s harem) with the infant Sura] 
Mai in her arms, caught Sadan Siogh's fancy and waa 
enrolled among bis c^Doabwas aod soon beesma he 
first favourite. But apart from hia motfaet^i lofiaeGOe^ 
€nraj Mai's outstsodiag genins made it clear to all 
that he was the fittest man to lead the risiog Jat 
oadon. So, Badao Singh adopted Suraj Mai as his 
eOQ aad aocoeeaor, with the fall approval of tbs 
^et» of {ha olaa, setting aside the offe^i^ of 
hia body. Therefore, the history of ih» Bhaiatpnr 
ku^om dnrh:^ kia latter haJf of Badaa Sipgh,'B 
reign was really ^ biatory of Soraj Mai 

The earliest expanrioti of tbe Kura^>itr State was 
at (he expense of its iamodlate nm^iboard on the 
worth and wes^ in diai ever-aDarchical cnoeaic oi fiefr 
Sd 
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%ad aoivenal deo caMed MewaL* Th« fame of 

Sanj Hai’e capaoiCj for leadership a^id the tough 
figfatiag ijcudTtiee of his ttoops spread rapidly, aod there 
OMoe nf>eated soU<^tatioQB for hxs sword from the 
hipest in the laod. A Jat coatiogeot acconpaaied the 
Emperor Muhammad Shah la bis expeditioa against 
All Muhammad Bubeia (Ma 7 1748) and fought 
creditablf 10 that loglorioas campaign. In Korember 
next bie eapport was hired hj Path All Khan (soq of 
S^t Ehao, a &mous governor of Aligarh), who bad 
been robbed of some of hia father’s estates b^ Asad 
Qan PT»gi»<»hAi. ]fi the batUe oear Chandausi that 
4i^feired, Aead Kin wm riwt dead aod the Jats gained 
a 0KDp)e4e 'ffoteay. Sara) Mai’s next achievemeat was 
to lead hia ^toer's contiogeot of 10,000 horsemen io 
siTpport of his feudal superior, Baj^ Ishwarl Singh of 
Jaipar, who had appealed for Jat aid when threateoed 
bf a Maratba ioTaaion. Io the baCtie of B^ru (August 
1748) Soraj Mai led die Jaiptir vaagnard and fought 
most gaDaotij, defeatug the Mioittoas oppoeed to 
him, though toe oampa^n nitunately went against 
Ifihwari Siagh. Stfli greater fame was woo hf the 
priooe of Bharatpor wfaeo, oa 1 Jaouaiy 1750, He 
dMeated and rednoed to utter impotenoe the coramimder* 


' Ibh cooqueM esqm ha?e •(eead over s oaobtf M y«aa 
aid tosB f UMtd Unis h; Uttle. IV poet Sodea's aasestfoB toat 
Boial Xil a ip Tin»< (ha fort of .Wsndn b UBsa^iMed tqr tiii toiy . 
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io'Cbief of the Empire, Sal&bat Khao Mir Bakhabi, 
Dear Sarai Sobbac^nd. {Ch. 7 § 9.] 

AdvaDcing higher still, Sura] Mai vas e&liatcd 
by 6afdar Jaog, the imperial waair, to assist him jd his 
war on the rebellious Bangash olao of Farrokhal^d and 
their Buhela aUIos from boyood the Osoges. The brunt 
of the fighting at Baca Cbatanni (September 1760) was 
borne by the Jate vitb conspicuous success, sAd if 
fiafdwr Jaog failed it was due aimplytohie folly and 
lack of generalship. The same service was repeated in 
Safdar's victorioas invaeioo of Robilkhand in 1751-52. 
On 20 October 1752, the grateful waeir induced the 
Btnperor to create Badan Singh a Eajah with the title 
of Mabendia, and Suraj Mai a Kunar Bahadur with the 
title of Bajendra * and a few days later to confer the 
office of fanjdar of Ma&nra oo Suiaj hCaL This gave 
him the goveroorebip of moei of the tetEltoi^ on die 
two sides of the Jamuna, in the province of Agra and 
the environs of that city, for an annual tribute. ^'This 
was the first step in the ascendency of the Jste, because 
though th^ bad before this acquired enough of goode 
sad richer they had not obtained rajsA among tfte 
potentates of TTindnutftn for want of ti&Le and. [officially 
Qoof erred] anthoriiy; hfii sow tbeir head waa created 
a Bf ij fih by the &reat himself as Jal Singh waa«* 

fWend^.] Safdar Jasg bow egyrftfed dm issue of 

* TJJi. 4B^ 45a. Weadd is vmng in ss^mf tint ai this time 
8 nr*i Idal via orested a Hajsh vith (be tide of Jeivant Singh. 
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pateots from the imperial Chancellory for the fiefe that 
had boan ordered to be granted to Suraj Mai before. 

§ 7 , Ej^amicn of Sur<^; Mai’$ power p om 
1758 io 1756. 

Bao&ed by the wasir, Suraj Mai oueted Bahadox 
Siogh (Bar-Chijar) the faajdar of Chakla SToil (Aligarh), 
and even took from him hie pateroal strooghold of 
Ohaaira (40 miles aoatb of Delhi) after a three monthe^ 
siege. The fighting here waa most obstinate : 1,600 Jats 
’irwe elrio by gnnhre from the for^walle ; and at last 
Bahadcx Singh ia despair slew all hie women, threw the 
gates open, and zoahad upon ^e enemy with twenty-five 
dwpBaduee like faimeQli, who perished to a man (23 April 
* During Safdar Jang’a rebellion against the 
Emperor, Sura] Mai joined bis former patron and took 
a leadiag part in the fighting round the Imperial capital. 
Tkt Fishig failed, and Suraj Mai was ^ad to make peaoo 
wtA an &Dperor through the new waair Intiaam-i^* 
dairiah (86 Oc^ imptfi^ Bakhahi Imad-al^inl^ 
iri)o had not been a party to this treaty, next laonohed 
a campaign and freed ^ country south of De^ 
from Jat CDcroachmeitB ; Ballabhgarh and QhaahA w«e 
wrested from the Jats and even the «ad Jaleett 

* fishador’s soo fVUh Sin^fa vai th«a m DeUd and Uta 
ewapa d the ra es s a ct e of his teaauly. He DatesaUy jdned ftqm j 
Hal’s euoy foisd'Ul'&nlh tad iw i w e d (Hasha wtth 
ha^ hi JttWF 17% IXVl 4?a, m. 10%) 
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dUtricts €A8t oi the JanaQa. [Cb. 12 § 2.) Carryitig 
' the ivarioCe the eoemye own territory^ Imad co-operated 
with the Maratbae ia the siege of ibe Jat stronghold of 
Enmbher. After four monthR (Jaa.-Maj; 17 54) the fort 
remaioed untakeo, * aad the besiegers were glad to go 
away oq receiviog promise of as mdemolty of 30 lakhs 
of Rupeea (Cb. 12 §5.] Holkar’s raid OQ the Emperor’s 
camp at Sikaodrabad (25 May), which followed within 
a week of the raising of the siege of Eambber, and the 
ohaoge of Emperors by Imad-uUmtilk (2 Jane) introduced 
chaos into the IDelhi administration and the Jats jobed 
io the plnader of the countiy round the imperial capital, 
*wiA this advantage on their aide that after Malhar 
Holkar and Imad-ul-mnlk had left, the Jata were 
sufficiently in tine to profit by the general consteroatioo 
into which the one or the other bad pnt ^e capital and 
ite environs." [Wendel, 71. SPjD. irvii dO,j 

In the second half of the year 1754, large Maratha 
forces occupied the country round Delhi and north of it, 
tmder Baghunath Rao, who found it erpedient to coon 
to n opdaretandiog with Suraj Mai, by which the 
chi^ i^reed not to ^ose the Maratha entarpiises nor 
to obstract toe £rei|aeDt narchce hDitatba foroee 
thcopgh yortfaem India whioh had now become aeoBBaacy, 
* Snnj Usl’s httne spread aS ow Iiufia from hla moe mt fi l 
dirtwoe of Eombher against S^^OOO dmh led by U^hir Hotar , 
' tnd a Jaipur BffWnJ. fWwidaL) Bat toe iftaraflwi 
tnpeetad toe Ji^nr agent BaragorlBd Hatui of ooUeaioa with 
toe Jato SFO. jxtH M. 
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while Eaghuoath alJowed Sonj Mai to oooupy mucb of 
the territory of the province of Agra, then at Maratha 
diapoBal. [Waodel] 

Xa the course of this reoewsd Jat expaoeion la the 
ootmtry south of Delhi and west of Agra, we can ooto 
the chief events,—the eeunre of Palwal (36 miles sonth 
of Delhi) on 27 Sep. 1754,* the Tecover 7 of Eallabhgarh, 
the reconqnest of Ghasira Fath Singh Bar-Gujar 
in November 1765, and the acquisition of the imperial 
fort of Alwar (o. 23 March 1756) ooxnpoeition with 
its cnatodian. These ancoesses were chequered hj 
some revenee. On 29 Jnne 1755, Kajib Khao set cut 
OB a oampmgD, under orders of the hmgnaker Imad, for 
recovering the lands bi the Gmnges-Jamuna doab seised 
by Soraj Mai. But N^ar Mai, the diwan of Crownlands, 
mediated, and after some haggling arranged a peace 
between them, near Daeni, on the following terms 

■ 4 focea e«t b? Ual on 37 B^itember uptured tite 
<et7 of ?ilviJ, iitiA wee i& tbo wasii's jtgir. The Jats wiied 
sod lien Santokli Bd, the fcmmg* of Fahrah iHio had insfiissied 
Uahamd to tiU Gda JaL Qisj also carried off die 
of tbe place, llie wisr, on hearing of it, tssembled hia foroee 
end yrmX to Kalbar aaking him to join in an attiach on Sanj 
iCd. Ob 89 9a|»t. tf^nur took to who frankif 

toU hfan. bve noae to tsme with Smaf hU sod ahail not 
ieriatafrom oox pRntae to hob. Do 70« rendn hsein oob> 
pofBS e< sa&l, X shall sad word to &am Ual to ahataui ftom 
edstac aaF pboe Is jont lagiri*' Se. 
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(i) 8ur&j Mai was to retain the lands in the Aligarh 
district that be bad occupied before. 

(li) Bupees 20 lakhs was settled as the perpetual 
quit-rent (^mvSr) of these lands, out cf which 18 lakhs 
was deducted as cash ccmpensaticn for the jagire which 
Javid Khan and Safdar Jang bad formallf assigned to 
8unj Mfi ut the last reign, bnt which bad not been 
actually transferred to him. 

(iU) Suraj Mai would vacate the fort and district 
of Sikandrabad, which bad been banded over to bltn by 
the Marathas in the preceding montL 

(iv) Out of tbs balance of 8 lakba due to die 
imperil exchequer, Suraj Mai paid two lakhs down and 
gave an oodertakiDg to clear the balance in one year at 
the rate of half a per oiontb. \TALS. 57-58.) 

§ 8. lUMion of Jawakir Bingk cpausf faOter. 
Bnt a worse thing was to come on the Jat chief. 
Badan Singh died on 7th June I75$j and though the 
disappearance of the blind old figurehead of the State 
mads w diiEsreOfCe in iU actual administration, this eviSQt 
praofpitated a ciril ww throogh the impaiieut amUtioa 
of Suraj Mai^s eon Jawahk Singh. Xbia yentit had been 
bora with a boondlees courage, a fierce deH^t in 
aod some power of leaderah^i bn^ these h^h gifta were 
ttettCralited by his raokless impatcoei^, blind obe^saoy 
aod utter lack of solf-oooffol aad foresight Sor^ 

Mai, witii all his power and wedth, lived to the eod o£ 
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bU dftjB in a v«ry siCBplB atyh, beug iocliaed to be 
miderly ratber *>>■" liberal in all Unde of expenditure^ 
mu of exactly the opposite oharacter^ a prodigal 
fottd of lQXU 7 .aQd profasioo; "playing tbeMugbal umara 
in bid e^ipage company and diversions.’' Selfieb 
favotintes gathered round him and Instigated Mm sgMnsC 
his strict and stingy father as an obetacle to hia happiosBe 
and independence, and led him on to lire far beyond hia 
modest allovanoe. Snraj Mai's remonstrances only 
increased his sod's anger and aversion towards the 
£aj^'a old cCQQseilora. Whan he next tried to removo 
Jaw^izr’s evil advisers, '%s yonng Absalom'^ (as he ia 
1^7 cabled by a Jenit priest of i.gnO into rebellion 
and y^ a ra d hex war in the fort of whioh was tbeo 
his rseidenoe. Snraj Mai had no help bnt to lay siege to 
rt Jawahir, as was hie wont, made a reckless sortiv 
npoa hie father's troops, personally msbed into tbo 
thiekeat of the fight) sod was oeptnred with three severe 
vrconds from sword laooe and bnlltt. some tim» 

aftu, his life was ds^aired of $ hut he recovered, drough 
fbeee wcnods kfb his i^bt arm weak and one leg lame. 
Baraj Mai soMBe to bare Botr made some more Uberai 
pBovisiOD for Jawahir, beoanse he could not afford to lose 
Ins most spirited mid war-ezpen«aoed stm.* civU 

was wided is l^wember 1756, and next cnondi Ahdedi'a 
krea^s bwrst npon th» Delhi eanfnre. 

* Wmdei t^wrts tb« onoree stocy that Bedim Sngb wteb a 
peadfaHiw's dmtas affwte handed to his fareBcIa 3$m3ur 
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Saiaj Mft] set bimadf to impro^og the d«foQco« o£ 
Di^ and to buUdiog more forts, bis cbiaf care being to 
fortif7 Bhaiatpur so strongly u to make it absolutely 
impregnable aod a vortby capital of bis kingdom. At 
the same time be began a grand palace at Dig, whicb 
me planned on snob a gorgeoos and costly style that it 
was not completed even in Jawahix Singh’s reign. 

§ 9. Si/rey JUal’s thtnffs nnd policy from 
1757 to 17$0. 

From Abmad Shah Abdsli’s fonrth iDvaeion in 
January 1757 to bis retreat after bia fifth iofasion in 
tfaroh 1761, Suraj Mai passed through a most aoiious 
sod critical time, as bis home was nearest the danger 
rone and be had the fatal reputatioo of being eic«siyely 
ricL But be emerged at the end of this period with his 
territory unimpaired, hie ^easuy untoiv^ed, and his 
forces undiminisbed. This success was due to bis 
marvellous sagacity patience and diplomatic shrewdness, 
bat he was in no less a degree indebted for it also to the 
exeeptional aiulity and devotiou of his minieter 
Elothsri, rose eqnal to every danger and every 
Burprise. Throt^boui these £onr yean ‘diere TPtfe, at 

a paper coamiiritg ite key to bis htmlsd fxatfa, sod tiiai Saai 
Hal 'topk pcessG^ Jawalur. ehea wocuids wece st^^oeed m b» 
motabla to sunaeder this paper So hm. Bat tits taes to tint 
Bmal ktotl end Jawahix w«e temperanMiitally oppotite; 8nnj 
oooid neear tius he waa a cnltivato^ cm and Jawahir chat 
he «w a Blah’s acai) Weztde], 7 & 3 PD. xa?lL 226. 
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diue, tiireats of Abd&Ii's attack naleas tke Jat Rajah 
ptdd doivB a large raosom i at others, there was the 
op ^ai te danger of Mantba preseure to join with all hie 
^jtoae in their attempts to dismember the Delhi empire, 
whii^ (Scraj Mai knew) would antagooiae all the Muellm 
and Rajpat Powers of North India and inevitably bring 
the Afghan invader back. But through each orieia as it 
developed the suppleness of Snraj Mai’s diplomacy 
enabled him to pass uoecatbed. 

We have seen how during the Duiraoi invasion of 
17&7 be withdrew his clansmen from their fields into his 
forts and thns saved them while he gmed time by 
parleying and bribing Abdali’s Oibate-oolleotors, till the 
Af^an kaag was driven out by an epidemic in his army. 
The stand made in vsdn by bla garrison of Ballabhgarh 
and the gallant but equally unavailing effort of his sou 
Jawahir to defend Brlatbura from the invaders, have been 
deeoribed in Cb. 16 § 8-6. During the Maratha retorn 
1b> ^ K«vtb under Bagbnoatb Dada and Dattaji Siadbia 
la 17fiaia} kCal wiealy remained quiescent, only 
supplying a few tfaeaend auxiliary troops to the Maiacha 
general when he oonld act b^p it His dealings with 
the Bhau in 1760 have been oufolded in Chapter 20 §6 
sod d. The result of all this was that the retreat e£ 
A.lrm,ad Shah in March 1761 left the Jat R^ab as the 
e^Dgaet |»oteatate in India with absolately mumpsirad 
loroee and an ovsrfiowing ^easory, while every oihtf 
bed hsao more or lees rkLoed. 
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§ 10- Sur^ captures Agra f^rt, Juru 1763. 

He tuiaed this opportuoity to making the greatest 
ezpaosion that the Jat kingdom ever attained. After 
bis design of tosklng himself regent of Delhi under cover 
of bis tool Imad-ui-mnlk bad been nipped in the bad 
(in May 1761, see Ch. 22 § 2), be made more solid gains 
nearer borne. Agra was now the richest dfiy ind» 
empire. Delhi bad been devastated and its popola^on 
thinned by repeated foreign occapation and sack, bat 
Agra fort bad never opened its gates to any Durrani 
agent The rich fugitives from the capital bad taken ref age 
in Agra and it was tbe best centre of trade in upper India 
in those tronbled times. Tbe accumnlated boards of tbe 
Mughal Emperors from Akbar's reign had been lodged in 
Agra fort, and tbongfa mnch of this treasure had been 
dissipated by AorwgviVs bag wars and the iasolwecK^ 
of bis successors, yet much still remainad, aspectally 
oostly robes, furuitore, utensils, and jewellery worthy ol 
kings. The fort wae beld by a pladar directly 
under tiie Emperor. He and the gamson nnder bfrn 
bod reoeivsd ito pay for two years past aad bad 
kept 0 ? starvation only by selling tbe vessels of preotcaa 
metal from the impe^ stocss. 

Snraj Msl aenl a strong iomcb to cs^tore Agcn. 
Tbw first assault was sasQy npnbed by fire from tiu 
impregnable walls and timy then laid a regular 
blockade to the iort, after plundering the honeas 
immediately under the fort-walls and arresting the 
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nivM ftod cluJdmi o£ tbd g&rrison wbo used to lodge 
tiMte. Within a month (Weodal eaye, 20 days) the 
qiiadar oponed the gates on X2th June 1701, on being 
ynaued* ooe lakh of Bnpeea in cash aod five 
"IC is oalcuUted that Soraj Mai oamed 
fiVaj 50 lakhs in this pillage. Enormous stores of 
artillery, maaitions, and articles of the royal wardrobe 
Kftii acoomnlafod in Agra for a long time past. Most 
of the artillery aad all the effeota were remoyed to 
Hhara^nr and Dig. In 1765 Jawahir Siogh rased moat 
of the hooaee in the environa of the fort for the 
oBobetoaoted fire of the guns oo the walls. A garrison 
of eome Jat mosketeers was put in.” 

§ 11. SScpwwion cf Amy powtr, I761-62, 

relaiioTis iciik jVq/th. 

Three months after PaoipaC, Suraj Mai found 
delivered from the Marethes and the Dumnis 
a£ tits sasae time, smd set himself to exteodlog hie 

* 1%e p toi als es eaiaie to (be tod hie noopa were 

biokao and tboee am t«u kBcaisbog la poterty. when Wendd 
mote ia 1768, tiu reieoa bc^ that the Jat Bi^ called upon 
dte qOcdcr to reader foU iiseouota ol the ^ormoae iiapeRai 
pp^erty hitherto hept in hb enatody and aceoaed Uiti of 
drfilre(Ttoa. (Weiidai. p. 96.] 0%aS«r Adxer, says Chat {ha 
fAafer Blal Kb. regained faithhil to hia eha^i, bst H«aa 
Ae ki^ of the fttee, opened diem Cor 8 latis to the Jam, 
riio peirtihed hie treachery by imp6iefatk«oX (t ctF&fiannded 
triCh the SBroidac ef FMTPfcbnaaar by Uhsavi Ehan Sahah ia 
D«al?«d 
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poflSMeions. H« seued isao^ Maiatba jagirs in 
Doab, recovered bis own earlier aonexatione in tbe 
Aligarli aad Bulaodshabar distriote whiob Abdall bad 
eeirod in March 1760, and made freab conqueate at 
the expense of tbe itajpnt and other zamindara within 
bis reach. He crushed the Bbadauria Bajpdts of Agra 
district aod the Poraeh Bajput taluqdar of Meodu 
(in Aligarh), and did not spare even independent Aats 
like the sacnicdar of Murean. '‘On thie aide of the 
Jamuna, from tbe gates of Delhi to the Cbambal, there 
was no other govermneDt bat bia ; and towards dse 
Ganges it was almoat the same... Tbe reduoUon of 
Agra fort assured to Snraj Mel the tranquil posBeseioD of 
most part of that aabafa, because in fear of tho imperial 
force poeted in it he had eo long coofined Mmaelf to 
tbe re^oQ sontb of that citj^ Bat now he ^read Ids 
dooicdon northspards up to Sarax Hhwaj^ Baash ^ 
miles from Delbt 'West of the capital he e^agedfn 
creating a small separate State for his son Jawahir 
Singh,” ooveriag Mewat and tbe Salueh lordships user 
Bewari. HereJbajhar and other small places fell to 
buD, bat Tismakhnagar held out till Deoembo' i76$. 

Nai'ib tried to OMoe to terms with Sor^ MiJ,> Os 
7th OctoW 1761, Bejah Diier from Delhi, aocota- 
pained by' Ihe Jat ^enta Br^raas Hod^ri and 
Sie|^ treat to $mj Mai iri Bimkanr, and afbev five 
d{^’ dleonsKon it was agreed dhat 9ora] Mai would be 
fonsallj confirmed in his receat gains (Jhajhtr and othec 
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pi*c«s}« aobject to the pajcaeot of a tribute to the 
Bapeior; for which Kagar Kal stood security. Tbeo 
two eavoye frcpin Najib visited the Jat Rajah; with a 
Oman oa yAdot 2fajib had swore solemnly to safe-guard 
Sqe^ Hal, and amofed for an uterview between the 
two chiefs oear Delhi. Do l^tb October AbdaJi'a 
courier brought hia letters from Kabul to Delhi calliog 
upon the Indian ohiafs to pay the promised tribute, and 
to report who was loyal to the Emperor and who noL 
A Dumai army was auuounced to be about to visit 
India soon, and the Shah himself bshiod it. On the 
tiAt, iTagar Mai went to Snraj Mai to arrange for paying 
,Abdali and aiao to persuade him to visit Najib near 
Delhi in order ho settle terms, after which I^ajib, accoDi* 
paoied by Soraj Mal’e son, was to go to Shah Alam and 
conduct him to the imperial capital, with the support 
of all the lodian princes. 

A few weeks later this interview took place. ''The 
SRBies of these two chiefs ali^ted oo the opposite banks 
of the Jamnna at Dankaor-ghat. Najib went towards 
6uraj Mai, seeted in a sibbII host, with only a few 
Mrvante, leaving ail his troops on the other side of the 
river... Sniaj MaJ b^ved towards him with great 
purity of heart” (I^nr. 56. DC.] But no lasting settle- 
nrent was made. Ahtnad Shah passed the irisole of 
1762 in the Panj^, and Snrej Mai seems to have held 
htf band bank diariiig year. * 

B LS«4»,-£>a SP&. oL m,n. 
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§ 12. Sur{^ Mol captures FarrvJthnaifar .* 
rupture with N(yib, 27S$. 

Next year, the Jat attempt to enforce Jaw and order 
id tbat immemorial robbere’ deo knowD as Mewat aod 
guard the roads leading out of their kiogdom, brought 
about an open war betweeo Suraj Mai aod Najib, the 
patron of tbe harboursrs of these robbers. MosaTi Khan, 
the SOB aod successor of Kamgar Khan, was tise 
eboDgest of the nnmeroat petty Baluch chiefs io the 
GnrgaoQ'Rohtak district west of Delhi. He led a 
contingcot of over 2,000 of bis clansmen^ with whom he 
bad joined l^ajib soon after the latter's eotry into Delhi 
88 regent During the Panipat eampaigo be bad aided 
the Afp^iaa oauee by eJosbg the roads west of Delhi to 
the Marathas aod cutting off their stragglers convoys 
aod coorien. His natwaa Farrukhns^ar,* (SO 
south-west of Delhi), a very welJ-fordfied pIao& 

The Mewati race used in all ages to Kve by robbing 
the country round. For some year? past the Jat Baj^ 
had been engaged io oooqoeriDg that district and 
safaMiahiTig his own administration there. He bad 
tafcmi Ihe imperial fort of Alwar, which doratwrfed tbe 
diatriot (Mertii 175$), sad bad bnilt another fort af 
Kiahangarh, 20 mike aorthwaxda. Thie oonafry 
iDteBded to be tbe apanage of Jawehir Ssngh, while 
the main Jat kingdod was to (keoend to his youojger 
zaiz. SS. V«bM 8a.d8. ISv. 9t. 0e^ siL 613^. 

iL m-m. 
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brotit«f I^iir Siogb.* 1b the couree ofluagradnal 
OMopstioa ot Mawat, vbeaerer Jawabir beard of aoj 
Mowaib ^BCtUing lugbwB 7 robbeiy, lie used to track 
b; footmarks aad starnlj put tbem to death. 
Bnt a most Dotodoae culprit of tbe place defied Mus. 
A. 2feo named ^aulbi, with his gang of ten mounted 
brigaodS) used to make long night marches from his 
Ulr, aod loot caravans near the fort of Dig or between 
ud Banana. '‘The people were helpless against 
hta ^^« 0 sion. He fixed bis readence in the fort of 
Tauza, the seat of AsadnIIah Khan Baluoh, with whom 
1 m used to share his boc^, (as the price of bis protec- 
tfAn.y* Jawayt fouml that ^ttulbi would not be 
expelled from his sefoge aniess his protepctors were 
attacked. Suia] Mai at diet called upon the Balnoh 
chiefs to drive Sanalba out. They refused to lose such 
a profitable agent in crime, and Jawahir led an expedi- 
tsoo agiinat tbem. All the Baluchee nnder Mueavi 
Skan of PuTokhnagar, tbe head of thmr clan, opposed 
him, and ^ expedition had h> cetexQ unsuccessfol 
^is repulse caly aemd to rouse Jawahir’s spirita. A 
aecoDd and stxcngar eipe£taon waa sent. TThm 

wrote to Bora] Mai not to touch fte 

Bahohes who were his protases, fiuraf Mai r^cd by 
pofakring out tiiat those who harbouced highway lobVn 
Aseecved puDishmeot 

* • Jst ei^tBrs ot Famkhaigsr. Kvz. 'Weod^ 88^ 

QfuteMl. a. 184 
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Jawabir Singh adv&Dced upon Farrukhuagar, 
wasting thd villages on the waj. Suraj Ma! cfuns op 
with reioforoements aod a train of big guos, and in less 
tbao two months tbo fort was fakeo, (& 12 December 
176S.) iVfusavI £bao issued with his family on a promise 
of safety, bat was arrested and oon^ned in the fort of 
Bbaratpnr. Meantime, on receiving an urgent appeal 
for relief from the Baluchee, Najib had written again 
to the Jat Bajah to withdraw from the Balucb estates, 
which were dependent on him and on the border of his 
own dominiocB. He himself was lying TSry ill at 
Xajibabad, but sot out for the scene of war, and reached 
Delhi on 14th December. But Farrukbnt^ar had fallen 
ewo days before, and all that Najib oonld do now was 
1o write to Suraj Mai protesting against his unfriendly 
act io attacking the Bohela ohieftsio's dep^den^ a«d 
adding, ''Let what is past be past You may ke^the 
fort that yon have captnred. Bnt it is not proper to 
bold Musavi Eban aod bis family in oaptlvi^. You 
ought to release them out of regard for my friendship 
with you” 

Suraj Mai wrote.*, baok, "Theee men are my estfsles. 
Between you and me there is agreement and. fneodship. 
How was It oooaifftent vnth that ^iendslup for ybu46 
march ftom Kajibsbad to Delhi (daric^ my siege «f 
Farmkhnagar) ? It became publiHy -known that yon 
were leading your army against me. 0*1 had * not ui 
the meantime takwi the fort, you would ban^'^j^adt 
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Moeavi agai&at ma. The Idea vas in jour miod. 
Yoq have thas alreadj brokeo tho alliance between jou 
and 024 bj aotiog wicb breach of faith/’ Even after 
thia Napb &ied to avert a war with Soraj Mai, whose 
iiomeoae resouroea io men and money he dreaded ; "hie 
own treaaury was empty and hU estates required time 
to recover from his recent war against the Maratbas^ 
and he was soffering from a dangerous malady/’ But 
Soraj Mai bad been thoroogblj exasperated ; be decided 
on crushing thorn in bis path once for all. Najlb’s 
peaoe-neaeaogsr Yaqnb Ali Eban, eent from Delhi ou 
19& December, returned bafded on the 23rd, with the 
Jat Bajah’a reply, ’’Kajib has acted contrary to my 
c^eotatUHis. Clearing of oor hearts is impossible now. 
H« hw 00024 from Najibabad solely in pride of bis 
troop of clansmen. It is neceesaiy for me to look at 
his army once/’ 

§ ^ 3 *. Loti axmpat^ and dfCUA of Buraf Mai. 

Earieg thos thrown down the ganntlet, Suraj Mel 
left a strong garrison in Farrakhuagar and Jawahir Siog^ 
in its Deighbouibood, and marched with the rest of 
Us army rapidly to the Doab* Encampiog on the west* 

* 1^ baUls and death <4 8me^ ftfal.—Nu. (beA 

and tnllset.) Weadal, 89-60 and £fC. (sepp^ bd<dy.) 

306. Gholam All. ii 194.805 (detailed but ▼•£!».) Lai 

ilL 88, CAo&c** Qvixar 453 (raeaf^.) Tfaja battle 
sniaa In Imn takai p la c e, east of &ird» Saiar and nwib of 
Jiapik aboO 10 oSas SoOth-Saet wbwe a stai^ Bm 
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back of the Hmdan, he sent detechmeote acroee it, wbo 
plaadered all the villagaa aroucd Ghaziabad aod eefe 
fire to them, only the fort retDainiog safe. After this 
the Ja( araj retnrned to the south of Delhi. Najib 
issued from the dfj with his troops and stood near the 
garden of Ebizirabad for some time, bat returned with- 
out giving battle. Suraj Mai, after sending a bau^ity 
chaUeoge to again crossed the Junnoa in K^ii 

kit and baited some miles south of Ghasiabad. ^^ajib 
with all his troops (below 10,000 men) forded ti>e 
Jamuna two hours before dawn and took post on tho 
west bank of tbs Hindao. It was the 25th of December. 
Tho Jat army came op opposite and an exchange of 
artillery fire began which lasted till about 3 p. u. Then 
Suraj Mai, keeping the bulk of bis troops and all his gnne 
and elephants stationed facing ^e Ruhda army, mar^^ed 
away with 5,000 horse under bis otfn oomifiand, croesed 
the Hiodan four miles upstream, and tried to peuetrate 
into Najib’s rear. A fnrioas battle rsged for some Ume, 
with charges and oountet'charges, and nearly a thousand 
mes fdl down on the two sides taken together. Stm^' 
himself witii his sanll personal stad^ then rode forward 
to rally his shzinkiQg men. Butin cet^seug a naia loft 
behiod by the liver, he fdJ into an Af^an ambuscade 
and was shot down witii moat of his oompanions by Ar 

dwrs 6 oid Ddhi to ^andnhad erosBW the Sindse. Frcta thn 
Md msr^ied to Scjalpw, vhldi is 95 m. ir. of filkandn* 
bad {JXX) 
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Bobe]& mu8k9t««ra Ijing eooc«aled amoog the jhau 
boshes. The rest of that squadron broke and fled into 
the jrtftgtAj abandoning their horses to plunder. The 
ttiuffiphaot Rabelas rushed forward from their ambush. 
One oi thein^ Sayjid Muhammad Khan, popularly called 
StTyldU; recogoised Snraj Mai, and "thirstiog for 
Tengeaocc, dismounted, and plnoged his dagger twice or 
thnoo into the Rajah’s stomach. Two or three of hia 
light horsemen also etrack at the body with their swords. 
He then ordered the head to be cut off. Five or six 
men plied their swords at the head and it was hacked to 
pieoes, and one sword too was broken. Then Sayyidu 
came away from the place.” 

force facing Najib kept up their (ire, the 
flag on their elephant stiU stood erect, and their kettle* 
drums continued to be beaten. When Sayyidu came up 
aod boasted that he had slain Suraj Mai, none would 
credit it, as the entire Jat army was holding its ground 
as firmly aa before. Three hours after sunset both 
icemee fall back to their encampmeot. Next day, at 
dawn spies brought the report that no trace of the Jat 
army could be found for 30 miles. Najlb asked for 
proof of Suraj Mai's deatL Sayyidu cut off an arm from 
the corpse of Snraj Mai and showed it to Najib. The 
Bnhela chiefs envoys, Sagar Mai Eh&tn aud Shaikh 
ganwwillah, who had visited Suraj Mai only a day 
before the battle, at once identided the body by the 
design of the chfntt; cloth of bis tunic and the oiArk 
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tb« amulet that the Jat Bajah waa known to bavo worn 
for jeara. Thue, all became conTinced that Suraj Mai 
bad been 

I 14. CharoeUr and achievgmerU of Buraj Mai 
Jat ; siaia of hit kingdom.* 

Thus periabed Snraj Mai at the height of h!a greatneas 
at the age of 6 ft 7 -liTe. He wae of middle statore and 
of a robust frame, very black in complexioQ and very 
fat. He had two extremely sparkling eyes, and all his 
physiognomy showed more of fire than wae oo^ceid>le 
ia bis conduct, which was Tcry sweet and supple. For 
more than twenty years he bad enjoyed tbs sole govern* 
ment of the Jat kingdom, first as regsot under tbs 
fainoani Badan Singh aud latterly as king himself. He 
left behind him five sons,—KahaJ Singh, his intended 
beir (bora of a Jat wife), Jawahir and Batan Singh (the 
offspring of a woman of the Gori caste), Nawal Singh 
and Ban jit Singh. Hie chief ^neen Hanau was childless 
but adopted Jawahir as her son. 

Sc grsai was bis modersticD, that in spite o£ Me 
immense wealth and military force, he need to gO to 
Jaipur every year at Dasahara and off«r his homage and 
customary tnbate as a bumble vassal to Madho Sing^ It 
was only a few yean before his death that be gave up this 
practice in fear of treachery his overlord. Though 
risen from the peasant stook, Suraj possessed the royal 
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gift ci kaowuig; men of r«&l merit eod esteeming tkem, 
^[lie ex-vazlr Im&d'Di-Rialk, long & fugitive at the Jat 
Ooa^ met with the greatest resect and protection from 
Smj Mai, in oonuderation of hie bigh lineage, though 
he had In 1758*4 been the moat cruel enemy of the 
riding Jat State. 

Even on the most tronbleeome oocasiooe, Suraj Mai 
displayed an icetinotive sagacity of political manage 
ment in 'ffbich be aurpaaeed ^ the great men of the 
time except Kajlb. made Idmself great amidst 

the general decay of the empire ; none else in Hindustan 
bad such good fortnae.^’ He attended so admirably to 
the boainose of a landlord, in Inoreaaiog the valae of the 
oonotiy he had anbjngated, that he greatly augmented 
his revenue, and at the same time he controlled bis 
expenditure so well that after some years be used to 
save at least half the annual yield of his dominions, 
in s^ta of the ia^e sums spent on bis forts and palacea. 
^ one word, b^g prudent, politic, valiaot and noble 
above bis biiih, he was able to make himself admired 
and at the same time feared by the outside Powers. He 
had found the Jats nob already but mere samindare and 
unknown except for their plundanag ; but he Left them 
powerfnl and highly reputed tbroaghout Hindustan.'^ 
The only defeot noticed in bis character by this Jesuit 
obsor ver was a low greed, which made h f^ keep in bis 
saipby, even after he bad been raised to the b^haet 
fnlaaek beads of robben for conveying thek booty to 
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him, aod induced a miaerliooes in hia ^^endlCura which 
left his familj and troopa freqaeott^ tc laaguiab in 
poverty by withholding their dues forbears together. 

All his expenditure taken together ranged between 
60 and 66 lakba of Rupees a ^ear, while hie annual 
revenue was 175 l^hs, so that in the seven yean of hia 
reign he added about six k^ora to the reserve hoard left 
behbd by his predeeeaeore. The revenue of the enivs 
eubah of Agra was then leaa than two krores, and the 
Jat kioge did not hold more than three*fourthe of its 
terntory. Although Suraj Mai tried hia beet to make 
the country yield double the revenue which the Mughal 
Emperors used to draw from it, yet taking all droumtancee 
into coQsideratioQ, Suraj Mal’a total reserve wealth, both 
ioberited and acquired, could not have exceeded ten 
Arorss, much of it bdog buried ooderground. 

Sura] Mai left to his euooessor 16/H)0 cavalry, 25>000 
infantry (apart from his fort gairisone), 300 pieces of 
cannon of all kinds, 6,000 spare horses, 60 elephants, and 
mnnitloo in proportiou. Above all, he left a country, 
well oultarated, tranquil, free from the danger of being 
easily surprised, Which during his last years nMtQ 
yield B«. 175 lakhs in cash. Suraj Mai took pride ia 
being a sanindar ; be knew how to uoprove the yirid 
of his oouqBests, to ^vo them peau3^ to conserve and 
defeod them. He entertained no foreign soldier in his 
service: ho had conqusred ill that oonnby hj means 
of bis Jat lB*etliren only. “They tilled the soil, they 
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d^feodftd it too. He bad made them waniore, but after 
their martial service tbej returaed to their plough, &oi 
lesa.iaduatzioue aa peasants than they had been brave as 
soJjdien' whea defendiug the territory oo which (bey were 
eetabliflhed. 

"Suraj Mai was loved by his own people sod held io 
t*eepect by all bie oeighbours. Tbe repatatioa of the 
Jat race reaped its highest point under him aod after 
him it was sure to dedioe.” 

§ 15. Janfahir Suigk*s acoeision ,■ opposition from 
his chiefs; preparations for toar against 

Xhan. 

Suraj Mai had baeo elaiu so suddenly and bis army 
bad dispersed so unexpsotediy, when they had twofold 
odds io thdr favour, that at first the Rahelas could not 
bdieve in their good fortune. The Jat State was still 
Ae richest and strongest in Hindu Btan and the ^ubeJaa 
ttst&nby expected a bloody reprisal upon their homes 
by the inforiated Jat nation. Hence, immediately after 
the fall of Saraj Mai, Najib returned to Najibabad instead 
of following np his victory by an inveeion of the Jat 
kiiigdom. Even later when he became aware of the 
mteraal divisions in the Jat State and Jawahiris inability 
fo embark on a vendetta immediately, he was distracted 
by a Sikb incursion into the upper Poab. *Tbe tide 
of victory [over Zaio Khan, faujdar of Sarhiod] bore 
forty . wacriors .across the Jazuona^ and at first 
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there irae no one to resist them. They took Ssharenpiiir 
oo 20 Feb. 1754.' Najib bad to burry to the scene aod 
buy the r^ers off mth eleven lakhs of Fupees. A 
Marath! letter rightly remarks^ ''The Sikhs have dooe 
great good to the Jai Rajah; they have aaved Ms 
Idogdom.” At the same time, Najib was dunned by* 
Abdali for the unpaid tribute of Hindustan. Thesa 
events gave a respite to Jawabir Sisgb. 

Tbe new Jat Rajah ” was in sore need of sneb a 
respite. He bad gained a throne, bnt was not yot master 
in his own house. From the bank of the Hindan Sura) 
hCal^s expeditionary army bad hurried back to Dig in 
about 30 Hours, bringing the fatal news with them. Tbe 
tribal elders met together to decide the succession, 
l^hsr Singh, the chosen heir of the late king, demanded 
to be recogniaed at once. The conrtUrs disliked Jawabir 
Singh for bis fiery temper, rashness, and want of self* 
control. Just then came a courier from Jawahir reproach¬ 
ing the chiefs for their cowardly desertion of their 
master and for their unseasonable deliberation to give 
him a successor without first thinking of avenging his 
death. Jawabir would, he said, go alone and attack his 
father's slayer, aod think of the suooeeeloo afterwards. 
This reproach at one blow disconcerted the oonspiratoxs. 
N fthftr Singh, too young and conatitatiooally tusid, knew 

■ Jawabir's aocsea l o a aad war i«ap4ntioi»,-~WendeJ, 96^97. 
Knr. SPD. U, 58, 86. CA. 464. Siyar, iu. 84 

(oroelty.) DC (dates tHily.l CPC i. 2459 (sfe of war.) 
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Us obaiic« good &od fled awaf hj oight to Eumbher, 
where he gathered hie famiJj partiBase aud weaJth 
togeflier and retired to Jaipur for refuge. Suraj Mai'e 
bn^tf-lo-Uw Bod chief minister^ . Baiarim, now 
prookimod Jawabir, who aniyed at Dig at ooce, on a 
faet camel, from Farrokhaagar. Many of the chief 
odicers of State who had so long enjoyed Suraj Mai's 
coofldeaoe and high offices, refused to render accoaota 
and yield their baUncee to the youog hiog. Jawahir’s 
authority was too recent for him to coerce 8U(^ recueanta. 
When he proposed a war of reyeoge against Najib, Done 
of them approyed i4 Bat Jawahir got his war expenses 
from hia father's widow Bansia, openly taunted his 
paciific oouQsellors with cowardice, aad threatened to 
hire foreign soldiers for fighting his battles if his old 
captains held back. They, therefore, had to join him. 

For this war preparatious were made long and on a 
y»at scale, which speaks well of the youfliftil king's 
wisdom. First of all, he satisfled his army by at once 
discharging thv arrear salary, nfliiob Soraj Mai had 
kept unpaid for two yean. Kext, by sending his yctemn 
sayoy Bupram ftothari to Malhar Holkar, he oontaoted 
for the hire of a Maratha army of 20,000 horse for 
22 lakhs of Kupees. In the midst of the campaign he 
also eogaged 15,000 Sikh mercenaries. 

Hieae negotiatio&s took months to mature and could 
Bot-bt kept a secret from Kajib. The Buhela tried 
to padfy the Jat kmg by argedag;, *What was predeeriaed 
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his hftppead to your father. If by fighting md you can 
bring blm back to life, then fight me. I have not seised 
any part of your territory. Why then are you vainly 
worrying yourself egaiast me ? God alone is the Giver 
of victory or defeat’' But it was a point of honour 
with the entire J&t nation to punish the slayer of their 
great king. If they peacefully digested that iojcuy and 
made so attempt at retaliation, their prestige in the 
Indian world would be totally lost. 

Tawabirie jealous overlord Madbo Siogb intrigued 
for an alliance ^rith ITajlh. That Rnhela cbief also tried 
to dissuade Malhar froin joining the Jate by appealing 
to their old friendship and hie help at Panipat. The 
Peahwa ordered Malhar to side with Jawahir against 
^ajib ; but MaJhar's sole interest an the war was to make 
money at the expense of the fabulously rich Jat ting. 

In the first flush of hia victory over Suraj Mai, 
Najib had seized the Jat posts in the middle Doab, 
from which the coUeotors had fallen back without 
reeiataooe. Jawahir now (April 1764) recovered them 
and strongly reinforced with more artilltfy and 
munitions the fort oi Ballabhgarh, which was to serve 
as hia base in the opttations agaiuet Delhi Here he 
posted his chief of artillery Biahwa-sukh. • 

§ 16. JtKMAir attach D$Pti from the lacsi bank. 

The campaign opened early io November 176i* 

* Jawahir Sink's attack oa DeUu,—(fur. ?46-9S^ (ere'Wilaesa.] 
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Leanng Fwidabad on their rfght, the Jat army stiach 
the Jamacta aome 14 miiee south of Delhi aad 
tft^eucbed. JawahlFs own troops were betweso 
thirty and thirty- 6 T 0 thousand horeo and foot with a 
boadred piecM of artillery of all calibres, and Najib^s 
€ie same number of men with all the guns of the 
capital. But 20,000 Maratba horse were ezpeeted to 
joio the Jata in a few days. Najib bad sect his wakil 
Meghraj to Abdali io Qandahar via Jammu (as the 
Labor road was closed by the Sikbs), appealing for 
protection from the coming storm ; he bad also caUed 
for reinforcemoDts from bis brother Afghans of 
trane-Qacges. 

Amyed before Delhi, Jawahir at Orst held his 
troope back, determined to assume the ofieceive on 
being joined by Malhar. After the arriyal of this ally, 
he advanced bis camp to the bank of the Tamuca east 
of the old Fort (Purana Qjla.) Najib took post in the 
Bulacd Bag^, at the foot of the imperial fort, and 
threw a bridge of boats over the Jamuna to allow 
provisions to come in from the Doab. He himself 
lodged ia the mandon of the former wazir Qamr-ud-din 
Bhao, while his troops took up their reeidenco by the 
river side. They dug a ditch with an earthen rampart 
behind it, lined with aitiilery, and oonneoted die 

( ^0. inTsiaable for dates.) Wendol S7-98 sad foot-note (wo 
gaeW.) Gh^an All, iL 2»^3l. Unna Ui, 9M SPD. 
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south-eaaterD bastion of th« dty yntb tbe river by 
these defeoces. 

The first battle took place oa 15th November, aod 
tbe total caeualties on the two sides mounted up to a 
thousand [DCl] Jawahir advanced to the fort of Piruz 
8bah in front of the Bubela trenches, calling upon 
Malbar to support him io asBauiting them, hfalhar 
rode out with his froops, but halted far behind Javahir’s 
army, near tbe fort of Sher Shah, and turned a deaf 
ear to all the appeals of bis Jst ally to advance and 
join in a general attack, saying that it was unsafe to 
go further ahead before tbe Suhelaa were cleared out 
of the Old ForL There was that day only an ezebange 
of fire between tbe two sides, with some petty 
skinoishea, but do dose engagement. 

Jawabir, finding that Kajib's ditch south of Delhi 
prevented a closer approach to tbe city, aod hoidag 
faith in the sincerity of his Maratha allies, changed hie 
plan of operations. lElarly in the morning of the 16tb 
he sent BsJaram with Bom Krishna Mohaot (his own 
guru), fiawiUiam a Brahman of Jodhpur (who led a 
coQtmgent of 150 Bathora) and 8,000 Jat bone, to ford 
the Jamuna at (he Aml^bat, with orders, to drive cat 
the email patrol of Buhela horse posted on the left 
bank, overpower tiie hondred Bohela oosketeere 
holding tile eastern head of Najib'e bridge of boats, 
aud then charge over the bridge and penetrate into 
Najib’s benches frocn tbo rear. At the same time 
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Jawaliir attacked these trenches from the froot to 
keep yajil/s maia aimy in pky. The seheiBe could 
haTe aucoeeded if only (hero bad been a complete 
stirpriee; bat the Jat horse lost time by stopping to 
idonder Patpargaojj a very rich grain mart, their march 
wae detected by the cloud of dust they raised, Kajib'e 
500 Torbi horsemen from Shabdara and a reinforcemeut 
of 600 Afghan cavalry under Naair Khan Darrati, 
boldly advanced and fought desperately to stem the 
Jat advance but were swept away by numbers. 
Meantime, f^ajib from his seat on a high bastion had 
seiaed the situation on the eastern bank with the help 
of a field glass. He streogtiiened the defence of the 
bzidgebc^, kept his trenohM}fficerB on the alert, and 
sent a thousand picked Rohela soldiers by boat to the 
eaetern bank to block the path of the Jat advance to 
the bridge, for if the eneoy’s thonsands reached the 
bddgehead the momentum of their advance would 
away ali obstruction and Najib'a defence would 
be bopdaaaly bcokem 

The newly a^ved Bnhala infantry, crouching in a 
hollow by the riverslda, eurpmed the reokles^ 
advancing Jat force and shot down moat of tiieii* 
leaders. Botii sides dismounted and a despetwte hand 
to hand combat ensued. Sawai^ram and his Bathora 
wse cut off and tike rest of the Jat force took to fiigh^ 
pBrmed by ihe Euhalaa and Tacks. 

Jamhir saw the disastar to his detachaeot and 
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pushed up reioforc^mentfl 700 27agas under Umno^lr 
OosaiQ iu persoo, bj a Ivckilj discovered ford. Tboy 
ivero just ia time to a&ve the Jet force ca the eastern 
bank from apubiiatioc. The battle xag;ed till suoset, 
after which Najib^a meo fell back to their campa and 
Jawahjr’a troope crossed over to the vestera bank b 7 a 
ford lit op hj two lines of tor^-beaxers. It must be 
admitted that BalaHlm’s troops had disgraced themselvee, 
and had been saved only by the desperate and bloody 
sacridee of the Nagas. 

§ 17. Jateakir bombards DM from the east i^ajrk 
of ike Jamufta- 

Oq the 16th the satire iovadiog army crossed over to 
tbs eastern bank of the Jaosuoa^ planted guns along the 
river and b^an to bombard DeUii across the wMeav 
beoanse there was no wall along the eastern huse of dbe 
city to stop the balls. This was done after plnadering 
Shabdara, where grun beyond ealonlatioD was stored for 
sale u Delhi; "the doors were dag up, the houses were 
bnnt, wd the place otterly devastated.’' The Jat camtc^ 
balls troD the east baak fell oo the bouses ah»^ the 
eastern side of ihe capitdsome even fell andda tiia 
impoial palaoe, and a few p«eoDs HUed and w 

crystal stool in the Diwan'i-khas wae brokem Kj^ib^s 
troops withdrew from their trenches oo ihe river sands 
(rets) and took refnge in honaea within the dfy, while be 
himself dug an nsderground room in the Buland Bagh, 
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inch a roof of planks covered with earth. The bridge 
WM protected hj gnoe moanted oa the racoparts over- 
ioohaog U, aad held bj a aCroag Bnhela gnard noder 
abaHer oi ao earthen wall ene yard in height. In the 
olty meo ware killed by the enemy shots. 

For a fortnight this bombardment of Pelbl ccatioued. 
Every motning Jawahir used to drag his guns up to the 
edge of the river, fire them all day, and take them baok 
to bis lines at suQset Meantime he had conclndcd hie 
kmg oegotiationa vdch the Sikhs, as he had lost faith in 
his Karatha allies, and a Sikh force 12/100 strong, 
appeared near Delhi early in January 1765. A month 
before, another 5eroe horde of Sikhs, known as the 
Bu^ Dal, had swept over the upper Doab from its 
extreme cord) away to the Barha Ssyyid eettlemente 
along tbe Ganges; Miranpur waa again sacked; the 
fierce Raoghars and Gujsrs rose and joined in the looting 
Kajib could do nothing for the defence of his estates. 
**AU ^ oonntry np to the bank of the Ganges waa 
bron^t into ^e poseesaion of the Jats and Marathaa ; at 
^me places tbeii ootposta were establiahed, or else all 
wae plnndered. The patganahs of Dasna, Ghadabad etc., 
fts a family heritage, were taken over by Imad-ul-molk,'^ 
sriio was is Jawahir’s camp and bad been his ohief 
instigator in this enterprise. 


S IS. Jawahir's Sikh ailUe arrive; ihssr on DoUii, 

WkSB the- Sihbs arrived near Berari ^a^ Jaw^ir 
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ct08s%4 froxD east bank to the vost aod intoh 
sieved tbeii chiefs. He bad to esbmit to ererj kind 
ioBult io order to en)i$t these allies. He was ooC allowed 
to approach the place of ooDfereaoe oq an elepbaot In 
the assembly of cbeir sardaroj he was iotroduoed by tbeir 
Ooru Ardas oryiog out, ‘Jawahir Singh, the »on of Suraj 
,Ma], has sought fbe shelter of the Kbalsajiu ,apdbeooffis 
a Sikh of Nlnak. He is demaadiog fthrough Ton) 
redress for his fatber^e blood.” They alec drove out tbs 
Ja| Eajah's Au^^rt-bearer with insole aod abuse, beoause* 
amoog the Sikh sect, tobacco is an abomiostioQ, 
but the strongest wioe, opiom and bhanff are allowable. 
,Se bore all diis in ailence. Aeoordisg to the new plan 
ot campaigo, the Jat army took post oa the east bank 
opposite Delhi, the Maratha ar^iy on the same bank, but 
to tbe north of the Jats, aod die Sikhs on the weat bank, 
north and west of the capital Tbe ^ikh horseman were 
to scour the conatry on the aorth and west and ont off 
provisioos f ro(a diat aide. The besieged had only the two 
gates towards the south opeo, but these faced the Jat 
oountry, and the Jat fort of Ballabbgarh barred t& 
in that direction. ^ 

Every day theSikha oaed to ride ou^ alter 
boustt which lay desolate in tha eayirciiia <3t Ch^ 9iij «ad 
.try to i^pnach the iralls. klajib’a oe^ to firo 
dhemfrom the corei oi tha rained bouses, ^and ,|hh day 
;pakBed in eiobange ^f moakot fire *at rsoge, with 

'JbKB.on both sides. Bjit the Sikhs had no artillery and 
30 
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th«rofore cooM not Assaait the fort Najib with bis 
rookeCs Qssd to brsak up dver 7 group of Sikbs that was 
fonfisd wi^uA raoge of tb$ walls. Ou 2&th JaDoai^ 
176S, a grest battle waa fought betweeo i^ajib’s meo and 
ite 8{kbs aided bj Jats, on the bill close to the Horse 
m&rkct {Nakk5f>) sod Sabri-maodi. Though toauy meo 
worn slain and wounded, the result vaB iodocisive as 
usual. 

Shortly afterwards, teu thousand Naga saonyasU 
arrived from Oudh or Allahabad aod were taken into 
•Jawahir's pay through Uiarao*gir Gosaio. One day they 
crossed over to the southern snburiw of Delhi with a Jat 
and fought a desperate battle with (he Knbelas, 
bat were defeated by Kajib'a anperior geoeralebip and 
r^uleed with heavy lees at the eod of the day. 

§ 19. Peace ue^iiaiio>i^ hettL-een N(^ib and ike Jaie 
Malhar Holkar'e dottbU-dealing. 

I%i8 sort of fi^tiog oontioued daily till (be first 
week of February. But (bough Delhi de£ed assault as on 
the 6rsi day, it waa not impervions to famine. The 
scarcity of grain in the beleaguered city reached aa 
tttreae point, while the Jat and Maratha armies crotsidc 
revelled in plenty, and even the Deoeaai maree in the 
idaratha camp grew fat oa an uallmited supply gram, 
fifeo Mt the ci^ by (he Inidge and begged food in the 
aamp or migrated elsewhere. Tbg EuheU aoldkis 
pMsndBhllbhard to lei them make one torti» and die 
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sword io band rath«r than parish through famine. 
But he held grimlj oo, as he knew that Jawahlr 
had more eoefflies inside his own camp than within 
the waila of Delhi. Malbar had secretly pledged 
bimself not to let ao 7 real barm bef&U 
Kajib, b;e 'adopted son’. He again received 
coQsidcrable enois from the Kuhela. Imad^tO'ioalk, 
once a doublodyed traitor to hie imperial masters, was 
now equally faithless to Jawahir, sHio had sheltered and 
protected him and was now riaking bis all to restore 
him to the wanrship of the Delhi empire. The two 
were coostaotly eorreapondieg with fTajib in secret, at 
one of their agents, Sayyid Nixr*qd-din Hasan, has 
described in detail in hie excellent Memoirs of Kajib-ud- 
dsnlah. Dreo Sara] Mai’s old captains were in 
ooUosioQ with these baitors and wanted the campaign 
to end in fail ore. At last Jawfdiir realised ^lat be bad 
nothing to hope for from the faith of Malhar, the 
prestige of Imad, or the arms of the Sikhs and K^as. Hii* 
sprit was finally broken by the signs of lukewarmness 
and covert opposition from bis own eervaoti. 
Ifegolastiottf ftirpeace were set on foot on 4^ l^^^roary 
and broQf^t to a ^>eed^ don^odoo. On tiie 9th2ra|ib 
paid a Wsit to Malhsr and Jawahh^ ittM '^Kxiiee laden 
yfhiti grain oame to Ae cx^ in Is^ numbers^ as the first 
fruit of the peaoa. Finally, Najih was reconciled to 
Imad, whom be visited on the 11th, and conducted 
into Delhi on the 22iid (which was &e firai day of tha 
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fta&red month, oi lUmsao) for sajiag his Friday prayer 
ia the JSmi Maajid. Malhar was preacoted by Najib 
to the EUlr in the palace and highly honoured; 120 
^ hia ofSoera receiTed khiials. At last .Tavabir, on 
Febroary marched away from the city, before the 
walla of which be had epeat 160 lakha of Rnpeea and 
incurred a further liability of 12 lakhs (due to the 
Maratbas) without achieTiog aQythiog at all. The peace 
was basteoed and Malhar'a desire to escape from the 
neighbourhood of Delhi was accentuated by the news 
that Ahmad Shah Abdali was about to cross the Indue 
and enter the Panjab for rescuing Najib. Malhar and 
Imad at once sent tbeir families away to the middle 
^oab for safety, and themselves departed for that- aide 
on 26ft February. ‘The Sihbs, on the day that they 
heard that Abdali had arrived n&ar Labor, went off all 
at ooce without asking leave of Jawabir.'’ 

' § 20. Jawahir Sin^k orusfui his rsfraetory ckisfs. 

The>Aad ^at Bajah retired to Mb capital, disgusted 
with Malhar, disgusted with Imad, and furious towards 

own chisfs. He refused to pay Malhar the balance 
of, twelve lakha etill due out of the promUed 22 Jahha. 
fie drove Imad out of hia abelter Digto the Court, 
^ fte. Nawnh ctf ^arniUiabad (Msy^mdO* And be' 

. * whas been obliged to ‘quit «e Jet eonotry. 

sad cm ^ FWnkhabsd, [tirini on 27 Key SpD 

khan* BaafsA .Oadof«a 
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hicDMJf to onist tbo traitors vlthin bis own re&Jm. 
To make himself iodepeodent of the Jat tribal armT* 
whiob adored the old stifT'oecked officers ot Suiaj Mai’s 
time, he took into hia service foreign soldierB, especially 
the contiDgeota of Samru (Jane 1765) and Sen4 
Madec (Juae 1?6?0 Thus furnished with merceoaiy 
tools, without any conscience or sense of nationalrty^iia 
arreated with the help of these foreign troops BalarSm 
and all other leading Jats of Lus father’s days, as well aa 
their families and dependants. This Balaram, once the 
chief minister of the State, hod defied hia authority by 
not admitdQg him to Bharatpur (which was in Balaram’s 
charge) nor delivering to bis new master the treasure 
deposited there. Balaiam and another Jat grandee out 
their own throats in prison, in order to escape public 
disgrace. Some other chiefs saved themaalTea 
giving up their all, and others again died nndv beatix^ 
rather than yield their wealth. Mohaojam, the ex*4^ef 
of Artillciy, had been so powerful in the last reign that 
all the prin^pal places were io the hands of his relatlTeo 

wOBMa, wboB ke loved aost [Qaaaa Begam] bad. donag'Sast 
Ual’s liMme. ^rea her lore to Javah ir and ipwifeeSwf pa t h 
passloD for All bM coacerUd for csojiBg hs off 
SMtttly, but Kwwg inionDed in pceran^ ila 

e 0 Qattoii...Taad (wtaoi toignting to Fftrakhibad]’ Anowlf 
Blissed leaving her a piey to ttie Jata again on the : the bcaet, 
by a secret oidw of Jamhir and tha eonseut of thebdJa vent Co 
saqtrise her eobdnoCoce and geL her Info thdr hinds, This tbs; 
OMlsrtook not far from Agra, hot they fiubd in the atteaopt, as 
they did not ap^^ all th«r tece.” C^eoiU, 99.) 
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or dop^DtUcte, and he wm credited with having amassed 
90 of Bupees in cash beeidos articles of value. 

Hesiod, died io prUon with his mb, under torture to 
^ta dirulge the hiding places of bis boards. 

JawaJiir nerf attacked the fort of Ver which was 
held as an appanage by Bahadur Singh, the son of 
Pratap Sin^, a younger eon of Badau Singh. After a 
three months^ si^, the place was captured, partly by 
false peace paiieys and partly through the treason of 
some of the offiooe of the garrisoo, and Bahadur was 
thrown into prison. This new war cost Jawahir 30 
lakhs in his own expanses, basidee the treasure deposited 
in that fort which came to be spent dnting the 
ai^ie, (e. Sep. I?05.) *lbese acts of Jawahir Singh* 
spread constematioa among bis relatives and ntterly 
dismayed the Jat people in general, and at the same lime 
embittered thoir feeJiogs and alienated their attachmeot 
to his pmoo.'’ His attempt to recoup himself for his 
hti^ feat of mooey ia the war wift Na)ib by eeiriog asd 
aqueesisg all the Jats with whom ha was diseatisfied, 
only made him odioQB to all, without briogiog in more 
than 15 or 20 lakha as the result of his ertordoo. 



§ SI. IWiar Singh, clamani of the J<t4 throne; 

Jatoakir’e rupture with the ifaraihae, 1766. 

He now became iuTolved with the Haratbas in a 
^{ftaccal which samved long after him and baipsdto 
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raia bis State. Nikar Siogb, Suraj M&l'a favourite eoo 
Aud Jawabir’s disappointed rival for the tbrooe, held 
Dbolpur as hie appanage. He bad a most beautifu] wife 
vbom the licentious Jawabir coveted. lo self-defence, 
Biogb strengthened the fortlbca^oos of Dbcipur, 
threw bitoself under tbe proteotlon of Mai bar fiolkai 
(then oampaJgoiog against tbe Bana of Gohad), and 
inspired b 7 the Maratba general claimed the dirone of 
Bharatpor against Javabir, whom he denounced as a 
bastard bom of a lowcaste mother and not of a pure Jat 
queen. Tbe Manthas jumped at this prospect of a 
war of aoceession in tbe Jat kingdom, as in their own 
words, "there was no other place for monej like this 
in India.'’* They bad played the same mercenaTy part 
in tbe contest between two brotbera for tbe throne of 
Jaipur. 

From tbe Maratba camp, Sfngb kept op a 

secret correspondence with tbe leading malcontents in 
Jawabir’s State, claiming tbe headship of (be clan as 
Suraj Mai’s fully legitimate beix. Malbar, after having 
recovered Jband {Deo. 1765], was now (Janua^ I7d^ 
engaged in Sgbting the Bara of 0ebad, «Jak pBuoe 
independent of Bbaratpur, whose resiatnaco was stiffeued 
by Jawabir’s promise of support Sasiag the opporta- 

* 8PD. ou. 177. Tbe moaik ofSoJear's dimo mJan at ths 
{uospeot,{ in tbe ccorse of one ebmt teow hs tvke wiios, ‘^bsre 
« 00 piece for geMibg moo«r equal to Has.” Citmd»v Daf, I 16i 
nf)«4ts elds latuaait 

Nihsr Bifigb^WstkUl, Vem, BboeW, 5718., 
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oitf of fntorfeiipg ia the lateriul aSitre of Bbafatpuf 
vriih a eho7 of legality, Malhar seat a detaohmeDt ol 
15,000 horeG coder SaltSoji Lanbhat^, Mshiji LaAbbatd, 
■ed ffisfiji ^^ble, aoroee the Cfhambal. These men 
looted the Jat villages from Dholpur op to the vails of 
aod Agra Jswabir oane up with hie own troops 
and 7,000 8ikhs ia hie pay, and opposed Rolkar's men 
se^eo koe from Dholpor (13 and 14 March, 1766.) At 
flrst the Sikh skirmiehers fell back, the ezuitact 
Msxathas gave chase *thiokiog the eoemy 6ed/’ aed 
came cpon Jawahir’e front line brietlicg with guns. • Tbe 
data DOW advanoed firing, the Sikhs side by side with 
them. Towards eaosetlhG baffled Maratbas tcroed to 
rvticQ, whea Ae date charged. Many of the Marathas 
were kOlod aod * many hundreds of their horeea taken ia 
the ravines of the ChambsK Foliowiog np hie victory 
dawahir easily captured Dholpur and seized Snltanji 
(wOQDded) and all the other Maratba generals who had 
rslired thse after thsir defeat. It was only about 16th 
D^oetobef next that Na^o Shankar asooTed their release 
by treaty—aod Malhar’e eaooeesot fired a salnte of 
artilleiy in bonoor of the -event \ 

The Jat prince of CK>had sow joined Javahir, and 
the two concerted a plan of oampaigo against Malbar, 
ted began to raid the MaSHi^hf, possesrions in norih 
Malwa. On hearing of this disaster, Malhar sent 
M a ha dji ffiadhia and Oangadhar diwno ahead, as he 
himnif imi« trying ttao. davtehte Wonld have attaokedi 
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ud probftblj defeated Malber beyood the Cbambal if 
bie 8ikb boreemeQ had aot abeolatelj refnsed to folloir ; 
bjffl OD acoouat of the iatolenble heat v^hicb tbej 
eaffered ia a graaeleas aod totally waterless plain. Ib ' 
this way Nahar Singh lost hU own estate^ and was 
afterwards oast off by the Marathas as a tool no longer 
needed. He took refuge ia Jupor aod hoally at 
Siuibpdia, where in despair he swallowed poison, o. 

6 Deoembet 1766. This waa the sad end of Suraj Mai's 
Besjamio, aa the Jesuit father aptly calls him. 

Baghur^ch USo Didi csme to north Msiwa, and was 
joined by MaJhar Holkar and Mabsdji SiDdhia near 
Bhaoderfo. 24 April.) But Ualbar died a nonth later 
and fidahadjl wae thoroughly antagonized by Dida, so 
Bagbuoich’s efforts against 6ohad filled like all hjs 
other campa^a ^Aft« having long and na^esaly 
attacked C4ohad, Ragbuoath threatened Jawahir, who, 
proud of his aucoesa agunst Malhar, decided to tun the 
storm away by going in person to the aid of Gobad and 
eocoontering the Maratbas beyond the Cbambid^ 
Bocoveiring from a dangerons malady, he marched to 
DhcJpnr a second time for opposing Bagbona^ ... bnt 
die discovery of a treasonable ooilMOn of his yalued 
Ooaain generals with the Marathaa, obl^ed bin to make 
peace." 

I n Beoeniber 1766, Baghnns^ finally gave up the 
hopelesa Gobad business and ^proacbed the Chambal 
for opposing Jawahir, who began to ausfor terme through^ 
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Bimkrishjis Moluat &iid CJmrao-g^ Gosaio. The parley 
dragged ob aad oo tribute was though the captive 
of Malhar were set free, aa a friendly turn 
^ lb Dec.) A penooal mterview arraoged between 
^atwahir and Dada fell tbroogb, becaoee of Jawahir’e 
fVkf of treachery. Suepectiog that his Ooeam generaU 
had secretly gone over to tbe Mantha iotereeta,—they 
had in fact been entreating Dada to take them into hie 
pay,*>-J8irabir in the oi^t between 23rd and 24tb 
December made a sudden attack upon tbe Gos^ camp ~ 
aome six hundred of tiieir men were alain^ but Umar^^, 
and Mirm^ir the three chiefs managed to 
eec^e with only 300 troopers aoroas the Chambal and 
toc^ refage in the hCaratka camp. Jawahir refused to 
visit Dada’e oamp leet his fugitive ^|^s should attack 
him bv surprise. So, next day, the Jat Bajah turned 
bis face from Dholpur to his own capital, while DIda 
marohed away towards Kerauli By escheating the 
Qoaaina' property in Bharatpur Jawahir gained 30 
lakhs.* 

^ 22. ^.^oioahfr oenquere ihs Kedpi T$g%on, X767. 

The Maratba attack on him, with all their forces led 
by <Ae Pesbwa's nnde himself, had been warded off. His 
domestic rival was in the grave. His disloyal Goain 
toiM^ had been crushed. These snoceases tamed the 

«CPC i. 13B M WeodflJ, 105-108. SPD, xnr. 117 
Id8el9^, 901, sa Otahsr Gvi*. 4?aM?4» 
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head of Jawahir The ierritor 7 of the Bajab of 

Ater aod Bhiod (20 roilea vest and e. w. of Etawa) 
bad forccterl^ been tributary to the Maratbaa. After the 
departure of Dada aod hie arcoy from the oortb, (Sironj 
reached on 16 May, 1767), Jawahir Singh iovaded tbat 
r^oc at the heig;ht of the rainy seaaon (July) and 
quickly effected a conqoeet of ail Che domain 9 of the 
Maiatbad aod the petty samiodars, up to KalpL Throw* 
ing Balaji Ch>^d Eher, the officer in change of Kalpi, 
off hie guard by friendly meseagee, Jawabir sent a 
defacbmeot to aiirpriae blm, and Balaji bad jnat time to 
escape with hie family acroea the Betwa to a friendly 
Bajab. As the Maratha looal agents reported, “Shadaur, 
EUcbbradbar, Tomardhar, Slkarbar, DaodrauU, IQiitaiiH, 
all are gone from os. Only a small tract remains, but 
that too has beea rendered Uonp-Uas. xet&ifi 

Gwalior aod Jhanai only ; all else ia nnd«> Jut 
Jawahir established bis rule in the Kalpi district, le^ed. 
tribute from Datia and Seondha, and advanced up to tbe 
bridge of Narwar. From this point he turned bacl^ 
declining ibo invibtiOD of the Khicbi chief to go fnrtbtc 
aoutii and expel tbe Maratba poets from ids Stect^ 
Beturoing towards Gwalior he took the Maratha diaoab oi 
Jigni. Tbe Bsjabs of Hohbor and Gohad joined ham, 
and be promieed to olear their dominioos of blaratba 
posts in October in case no raUeving force oame up 
tbe Deooao.* 
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§ 26. J<siA>Air VMto Htshkar, ^kts Madho Singh 
«f Jaipur at Maonda, 24 Deo. 2767. 

SooQ «fe«rwardd Javabir aoogbi bis doom bj arro' 
{oVTokiog a war iritb tbe Ba]ab of Jaipur, once 
^ OTorJord of his hooao. (^bo Siogb, aliooated bj 
Sonj Mai's diacourt9S7 and soapioioas during hia laat 
joara aad geaoinely eJarond bj Jawabir Siogh'a maoifoat 
dediga to wreaf tbe Narool disiriot from him, waa further 
outraged hj the incuraions of the oew Jat £ajah aad 
hia Stkb allies iato Jaipur territorf m 1765. He had 
intrigued, iritb bia naoal futility, vltk erery enemy of 
Javahir, and haiboured Nabar Siogb, a claimant to the 
JattiiroDe, though under the e&oog recommendation of 
h^Jbar Holkar. And now Jairahir, intozioated with bis 
reoeot a weeping rictory over the Maratbas in Bundel* 
hbaad, plaoued to orgauine a graod coalition with tbe 
Hajpute for excluding the Maratbas totally from tbe 
aorth of tiie hfarmada. The plan broke down from hie 
prid ^ reakleeeoeiee aod utter want of diplomacy. Qe 
demanded froos Madho Sin^ tbe eufrender of Isobar 
Singe's widow and ehiidrea (with their hoarded trcaaurea.) 
The lady refused, jaetly fearing Jawahir'e notoriona 
obaraoter, and tbe Jupor Sajah could not foKubly es^el 
a suppliant for asylum. Jawabir taxed him with tbe 
design of adding this beautifd widow to bis hareo,— 
the Tsry step he himself bad been conteapbtiBgj 
MSdhft Sin^ geve an angry reply. Tbeu the Jat 
AiMiked ttilh bis army and a foil at^ply of artillery 
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^indudio^ Sonbre’a and Besl Madcc'a battaliooB) ^ 
Puahk&r, througli Jupur territory, iavitlog Bijaj 8bg% 
>of Mar war to meet bim there aod form the coalition. 
Madbo Siogh bad waroed the Jat Bajah though in 
Traio to come aleoderlf attended se befitted a pilgrim 
«Qd a frieadJf visitor. Do 6tb ’November (Elartik 
full moon da;). Bijay Sin^ welcomed Jawahir 
-on the bank of the sacred lake. The two Bajabs 
erchanged turbans and eat down side by aide oo the 
aamo carpet like fcH brothers, and sent an invitation 
to Madho Siogh to come and join them. The 
proud Kaohhwa Kajah, long tha foremost Rajput vasaal 
of the Delhi empire, Nvaa provoked beyond control b; 
this iosalt. He abarply reprimanded Bijsy Siogh for 
having degraded hia Rathor ancestry by, admitting a 
.peasaot'a son and a mere servant of Jaipur as his bcotiMr 
vamd political equal This roused Jawahir to fWT* Xu 
•hia march through Jaipur territory, hia soldiery had 
looted the villages on the vay and molested the peopla 
* The Kachhwa tribe could no longer reetraio then.* 
'aelvea. The long bait of Jawahir at Pasbkar gave 
time to aasemble tbelr tidbal levy of 16,000 ho^ ^Msidee 
infantry. .<•.* 

The Jat Baj^ 'irith his immense force and ponderoua 
*artil]ery-aad baggage set oat on return from Poahkwv 
'Sod bad dl bot reached own ootzntry, when at 
.Maonda,* only 23 miles sootii-weet of Namol, the Isksi 
. Jsdpur station near the Jat frontier, the BCaohhwa army 
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which bsd beco foUowiog him delivered thex; attack 
<14 December,, 1767.) • Hew a oairow deSle lay before 
the Jd« ; they seat their baggage ahead, coveriog it with 
tlwtioopa in the rear. The first attack oftbeBajput 
boraeiothe opea wae repolsed by the Jata makiog a 
'Qoaatcr-iaarch towards (hem, as the Bachbwa artillery 
aod iafactiy were laggieg babied. The Jats took 
adraotege of it to enter the defile, hoping thus to 
Bat tiie Jaipur cavalry overtook them in the 
middle of the pass ^ the JaCa made a half-torn and 
ofiered battle. The Jaipur horse after firmly atandlxig 
a devastatiog fixe from the Jat guoe for Some time, at 
hut threw theoselvea eword m hand on the Jat army, 
whkli fled away at the first shock, crying out that all 
was lost aod abandoning their artillery, baggage aod 
JawaJiir himself. The Rajpats immediately dispersed 
for plunder and an indescribable confosioo raged over 
the eceoe, during which the trained battalions of Sombre 
aodhCadeo kept their heads and with eqnal bravery and 
coohieeB mainlined the battle, fighiiog with their backs 
to tho rooky walls ttii n^cCall, and thus saved Jawahir 
and enabled him to make an unmolested retreat, though 
the rest of hie army bad dispersed io flight- But all 

* Battle nf Maonda.^ftMS MatUe 4Q-iO, Weodel 103. Vam. 
Bhntktr 87SO-’27. CftoW Gtdxar. 495«. SPD. xaax. Ifi& Da 
if oend ^ is a nilvsy sutioo cm the Keeago^Bewsri-Delfai ho^ 
ttity milee doe north oC Jaipur. Weodel puts the Si^piit kes $6 
S tn I thoosend falUed and voonded. ^ 

sogeOiff at UjOQO (enaaiiaUiJ,) CPa U. 78»''9l. 
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his aitiiltfj train (70 piaoea o£ difFeroat calibres); testa 
aod ba^age inoluding his royal umbreJla, had to be 
abaodoned on the field. The total lose on the two sides 
together iraa about 5,000 men, the Bajputs losing two 
to three tliouaand soldiers, ‘‘mostly by artillery fire, 
before vhioh they stood with/aatooisbiog finnoess” ; but 
most of their prioeipaJ ohie& fell on the field; there was 
hardly a noble family in Jaipur that did not saorifioe a 
son or two on that day. “Dalil Singb, commandeiv 
io-cbtef of the Jaipur army, fell in the fight with throe 
geaeraUoos of > bis descendants, and none but boys of 
teo remained to represent the baronial bouses of Jaipur”. 
(Qaoungo, 211 .] 

Jawabir had aaved himself and the men of his army 
and claimed the vlotory; but it was a most Pyrrbio 
victoty. ‘^he fortune of the Jata has been ehalcfin and 
the result had been fatal to them, ^ley hare returned 
home pillaged, stupefied and orerchrowo ; and Jawahir 
... has since then only gone backwards. The country 
beyond the Cbambal rose at the first report of that rout 
and is gone as quickly as it was taken. His own cout^^ 
is &e prey of the enosy, who have followed him <doM».”f 

§24. Last da^ of Jatea^ 9in^ .. ' 

Soon afterwarda Madho Sxn^ followed up bis 
sncoos by uraduig the Jut oonn&y at the head of 


e Weodel, 1C6. He is sliglidy loaoenrate hwe, ts SPD. 
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16,000 m«o, (tfuUo’e eadmate of 60,000 ia groaalj 
Azaggwat^d^ Jawabir bad hired 10,000 Sikbs aod tried 
lajfd to moreaae Madec’s aepof corpe by adding Be. 5,000 
teiua ooQtbtj pa;. Oq 80tii February 1768, a battle 
.irAa toogbt ontei de (tbe haltiog place of the 

JaifKLT army); the Jate were defeated with the lose of 
400 m«a killed aod DSo Said wounded, and they fied 
away with their Sikh allies. Oo a fresh Sikh force of 
fKhOOO neo, engaged for seven lakha (a month), arriTiog, 
^ Bajpnte retro ted to their own country. (Weodel, 
108. JZen^ Madft, 50. 8PD. 84. CPC, ii] A 

acheme framed by tbe Manthas and fibuja>nd'daulah 
for cooduotiDg Shah Alam with a combined escort of 
£k^^iab, Haratha, Jaipur, Buhela and Oudh troops, to 
Agtn, wreetug that fort from Jawabir^s hands, instalUog 
tbe Emperor at Delhi and strippiog the upstart Jat 
kingdom of ail its annexations under Sura} Mai and 
Jawahir, fell still-born from Ibe wise refusal of tbs Eaglisb 
ie wtfain so far from their base. And Jawahir gained 
bteAthmg space. Soon afterwards, he c^tured a petty 
Bajput baron’s fort through Madec. Then, his stormy 
career came to an appropoately tragic end, when io July 
1768 he was suddenly cat down by a favourite soldier 
whom ha had once raised inordinately' hig^ aod then 
disgraced. * 

9 shon ihs< hi* Bonde&hMd coo<; ossa ot Jol; 17C7 ««re 
ceearwed by the six we^ ^ batUS. 

• 59. nix. m OPC. il 760. OvUar. 

4flbi 61U16. -; * ' » 



CHAPTER XXrV. 


The PA^tJAB Aja> BAjptmjJA, 1761-1771., 

§ 1, Tha siaU of the PanJab during 2768 and 1762. 

Tbrcxigliout the 7 «ar 1760^ wbeQ AbmadBHah was 
baej caicpaignlDg io the Dosb or the Delhi be 

bad left the P&hjab ic charge of bis ageots, Bul&ad 
Ebaa* the subahdar of Labor, Abdus Sam ad Ebao tbe 
{aQjdar of Sarhiodj Ruetam Ebaa ^e faujdar of ^tbe 
Four Mahals” (Sialkot), and others. But during the 
campaign of Panipat (Oct. 1760-^JaD. 1761) all the 
Dorrani forces were naturallj coacentrated round the 
Sbab’s person, aod the SIkbe finding the province so 
weakly garrUcaed, everywhere rose with impuDlty. 
While Abdus Samad Ebaa was slain by the Marathas 
St Kunjpura (17 Oct), tbe trane-Satlaj Siihs 
defeated and captured Rustam Zhao aod Tahmasp 
afi^lrin (our inTaldable memoir-writer), and theee two 
could secure their release only by paying ransom. The 
victors, iu a body 'reported by MIskin as 10,000 stroog, 
then invested Sislkot, bat tbe place was etrcr^y 
WdAed and its defence waa gallaoily kept up by 

• fi peWii 214. The lodidonaliiistor; labor ssya ihU tbe 
goremor was Zacuo-dSd KLan; tat ve know that Esrlmdld 
was preMot with AbdaH at iSeA from e. 10 X>eB. 1760 to SO 
January 1711. 

31 
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EoBtun’s diwBin for Aroe days, till a relwnog army 
onder QSew Kiao was sighted, when the Sihbs with- 
drew. [Miakin, 213-224.] Emboldened by the news 
<jt the Bban’s oapture of Delhi and Eonipura, the 
Manjba Sikhs attacked Labor itself. Jaesa Singh 
Ahiawalia (the founder of the Eapurtbala State), Jai 
Sfng h Ksobaiya, Oujar Singh Bhaogi, Lehna Singh and 
other group-leaders assembled at the sacred tank of 
Amritsar on the Diwali day (6 Hot. 1760), and after 
concerting their plane advanced sntb 10,000 horsemen 
to loot T The Durrani governor shut the city- 

gatee and himself retired to the citadel for safety. The 
Sikhs roved round the city, plundering the snbarbs, 
stripping the booses of thsir timber and then setting 
fire to them. Many people were killed and the rest 
fled away. The raiders ware dissuaded from breaking 
into the city by the governor paying a raoson of 
Be. 30,003, dlsgoisad under the name of‘‘a donation 
for consecrated food odering to Khileaji.’' [Eanhaiya 
Lai, 82.) 

Bat at the beginning of next year Ahmad Shah 
became free by crushing tbe Marathaa at Pauipat 
(14th Jan. 17610 Then, alter settling the affairs of 
Delhi, he left the imperial dty on 20th March and 
reached Ambala on the 27th. Posting Zain Kbao 
Mohmand as his new faujdar at Sarhind and granting 
Ala Singh Jat a rescript* confirmhig him in tbs 


oa 88 BhabsB U74 (89 Uarofa, 1761) imdw the 
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poueasioQ oi the Patiala priQ<»^Ut 7 la return fora 
tribute of 5 lakhs, the I>urTaQi king moved od to Labor, 
amting there on 26 April. He was iodignaot at the 
weakoess of Buland Khao, which had left the subnrbe 
of the proviacial capital to be turned into a howling 
wilderness, and punished 2 ud with dismUsaJ. Then, 
appointiag Ehwajah Abid Rhao as su3>abdar of the 
Panjab, Abdali passed quickly oo to his owo country 
via Sialkot, to avoid a second summer in the Indiaa 
plains. 

§ 2. Abdali*8 campaign in the Panjab, 1762. 

Ae soon as the dreaded Abdali was ont of the 
conotry, the Sikhs came out of their hiding places and 
agaio overran the provioce. Mirza Rhao with a 
thousand men was attaoked and out off by a large Sikh 
forc<^ RbwSjah Abid Rb ao himself came ooS of Lahor 
and invested Oojranwala (43 miles northwards), where 
Cbarat Singh Sukarcbakia (the grandfather of the great 
Banjlt Singh) had built a fort. But there was a small 
body of ftihh horse in the governor's employ ; Oharat 
Singh's garrison conspired with these men, fell upon 

seal of ebah wtrir^ reeogniaiog the istegrfiy ot dte territory 
held by Ala Biogh end promiilng to deted him if be me 
by anybody else. Mirca laqi vas left et Pahaia to 
collect the thbota. [Piliala State morda) I heiun Ajs 
at once labmined to the rioter of Panqiats without proroldcg a 
asge by bis. is March*April 1761. hfy datea are troea and 
SPP. xzi 202. 
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Abid Khaa'» iorce in coDcert aod drove bim in headJoo^ 
rout to Labor, captnriog; all bxa baggage, (aarl^ January 
1768.) Tbe/ next routed Sadat Khiui and SSdvi Zban 
Afrit! tbo Durrani faujdare of the Jaiaudar Boab. 
Their raids again made tbe highwafs unsafe, and people 
ooold travel from Sarhind to Peabawar only hy makizig 
a long detour through Sialkot and the nortbem bills. 
[Miakin, 287>258.) 

Tbe news reached Ahmad Shah in Afghanistan 
and ha hastened to the rescue of his officers in the 
Panjab, with a lightl7-equipped eavaliy force, 
accustomed to rapid roarching. The Sikhs wore then 
engaged in tbe siege of Jaodiala, a oit^ twelve miles 
east of Anuitaar. It was the stronghold of the 
Niranjani sect/ who may be equally well described aa 
disseatlont Sikbe or Hbdn deists,^tbeir religion 
being a mixture of the tesets and rites of both these 
great religione. tbe oondiot between tbe 
aad Ahtaftd Shah Abdali, tbe Niraojanis aided the 
latter .. witb information. In revenge for this the 6ikbs 
invested Jandiala. A^Idae, the Jaadiala guru, sent 
off a sauar post baste to Ahmad Shah, who was ... at 
^btae. He returned to their ^ witb a foroe of 
cavaky." [Amrikor (?&&. 165.J 

* 77| eiyi,—The KmdsDe of JaadUla '"wee* 

tiuadj to Uam and Kaanksh^ &qlre, ^toaiaff to £be 
ittV aad M ft wt Haid pMsed by the Sikba. 4iey bung oat 
riiaaks ci beef to>m that ioct walla'' . . 
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At tHe report of bis approach the Sikh besiegu^ 
force at once vaoiahed from the scene. Abdali halted 
Dear Jandiala for two or three days when ho learnt 
* that the Sikbe had fled to the Sarbiad district, and 
there joioirif their cis-Satlaj brethren bad begun to 
plnoder tbe oonatiy. 7^^" Elhaa tbe fanjdai, with 
Bbikhan (EUngoo, according to Cnnningbam} Khan o£ 
Malcr Kotla, Murtaea l^bun Paneba, Q^aiBi Khan Maral 
and other offioera, lasced to oppose them^ and halted at 
Maler Kotla» while the Sikh army lay ten few to the 
Dor&h. Id the night of 4-5 February, 17 C2, sniH 
Burrani oouriera came to Z^n Sian and told hiia 
that the Shah had crossed the Bias and the Satlaj 
by unbroken rapid marchea and would fall npon 
the flank of the 6ikha Uie nut day, and that the 
Shah bad ordered Kban to .ieaue nexk 

morning with all bis troopa and assail the Sikhs in froDt« 
But the Sikhs too had received intelligence of Abdali’s 
approach and tried to escape from him by decamping 
south^asCwards. Karly in the forenoon of 5th 
February, Zain Khan's vanguard nnder Q5dm KTian 
fell in with the Sikhs near die village of Knp (6 mileer 
north of .Maler Kotia) and was driven back in a paaio’ 
flight upon its base. Bat another cSosr named Murtaa 
ghp n Paraeha (with Mishin) stood his ground on a email 
minence and was joined after same time hy a detach¬ 
ment of Ahmad Shah’s horsemen- Tbe Duiraoi force, 
in two divisions,—one nnder the Shah and the other 
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l«d b 7 hie vasir (ipitb Z$>m Khan), moved round the 
iwo of the Sikhs* alsylDg ali thef met with. The 
poTsoxt mis kept op till the evening* when the tired 
Tiotore reached Bharthala (10 m. o, e. of Idaler Kotla) 
and encamped tiiere. In the course of this running 
ftgfat* some ten thousand Sikhs were sl^ and the da 7 is 
still remembered by them as that of the Ohaliu^hara" 
or great scrimmage. 

After a short halt, the victor proceeded to Sarhind 
and enoamped in the imperial Shalimar garden outside 
th« dtj. From this centre be raided Ala Singh's 
eonntay. The PatUU obieFs tribute bad evidently 
fallen into arr««s,^or he nagbt have assisted hie 
kCaojha brethren in their late attack on 7jnn Ehan,^ 
but be now deemed it politic to seek refuge in his fort 
of Bhawanjgarb (21 miles west of Patiala.) Bajah 
Lachbmi Narayau, the diwao of Sarhind, assured Abdali 
that if Ala Singh were captured, a ransom of 50 lakhs 
oodld be easily seoured from him. Quided by the 
diwan’s locel knowledge, Abdali made a forced march of 
80 koi in ^e ooorse of 86 hours smd suddenly appeared 
* Bmttm Sfiaki, 78^; UaUa (present) 241*S43; Nor-ad* 
dia 67s ; Sipar, iii 74 ; Forsts, i. 278; t1 464. LtteUtiana 
09*. 28. CmmiAgtuni, 100. A despatch wiiStea from 

£9Amh 80 days atter the battle says that dr» to sersn thonand 
61hhs were slab, 8iv<^ ‘aeatij SOfffi', hCakio ibfXJl), Sa9m 
Siaki SOffn, Fmitt 2S,G00, Oasaisghaa 12,000 to 26/XA 
Otmiringhsui'a Ramsla is Shartitala. (be rite of tile buttie 
ftere wnr ezsta a rUU^ named .RAm!, near Malod^’. [E. & 
Bufaab] The Arias gim a J te riietti, 6 m. n. v. of Ifaler Bhthi. 
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before Bb&vanigarh, Ala Singh gave him the slip by 
evacuatiDg tbc fort jiut in time, but he felt farther 
struggle to be aeelcee, and eubniCted to the Sbsb 
through tbe medintios of K&jib-ud-dauUb, who had 
ocme to tbe Sbab'e camp oq the Satlaj at hie caII. Re 
eeoured peaoe by promiaiag a large tribate and making 
a pari pa^moot immediately. Leaving Sarhuid os 
I6tb Feb.^ Abdali arrived at Labor on Srd Maroh> 
caiYyiag Ala Singh in hie train. On tbe way, ho razed 
to the ground the Sikb temple called Har Maadir built 
by Quru Arjnn at Amritaar, and deieorated the "pool of 
immortality^’ by killing cowi on ite bank and throwing 
titeir bonee and the dabris of the temples around it into 
the water.* 

§ 8. Abdali ftaya in Lohor J?d2, makaa^ poUticai 
utlUment af Delhi empire, cenquere Sashmir. 

At Lehor Abdali halted for the rest of the year, 
wiehiog to put tbo affaire of the Panjab in order, aettle the 
^uoedoD of tbo govorooient of Lelhi, and conquer 
Kaabmir. fie wae aincerely anxiocu to ensure a 
goneral peace in Norfbem India by mahing a poraumeaft 

* Abdali sir«ioet Ala 8. and atek of AarUsar,— Baj. tL 
466. ^nr. 67«. Uukin 244. 3i^. Hi. 74. Fmter i. 278 Amftt. 
Ooik UO. SfuUti, p. 42. wTOnglf aeodbei tbe eaa^ege to 

Bnlaad Quo Saddnsai and in lIVJ, adding that after Prince 
lemur's fliefat early in 176$ the 8Lkte coopened the btnalusa to 
cletnie the (ask (p. 45.) 
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&icadl 7 scHlcmeot with the Peshwa. From Sarhiad be 
bad sent letters oalliog to bis side Najib aad Ya^ub Alt 
on behali of the empire and thej promptly joined him. 
The Maratha ODvoys at Delhi, Blpu and Parnshottam 
Hiogan^, were in^ted by three or four letteis in aueces- 
BiOQ to cone to Labor. Bapu went there soon (c. 
middle of March) and Puiushottam some two znontb& 
later after wriUng to the Peshwa and securing bis 
approval. Diplomatic parleys opened. The Maratha 
envoys naturally wanted to resume the negotiado&s 
from the point of agreement reached between the Bhau 
and dbab Wall Ehan in the days before PaDipat> bnt no 
officer of Abdali knew snytbuig of tbe terns proposed 
by the two sides at that time. Sbab Wall Kban, tbe ^se 
aud paoilic Durraoi wazir, pleaded for the claims of tbe 
new Pesbwa, and induced hie master to recognise Madhav 
Kao Ballal by preseotzng to him, by the hands of these 
envoys, the tsjbd of Bajasbip, the impressioo of his palm 
dipped in saffran {ke6kar-pmj<^f robes, jewels, horses 
and an elephant, and deputed ids own envoy to 
accompany them to the Court of Puna (June. 1763.)* 
’While these negotiatioDs were in train, Abdali set 
himself to recover Kashmir from Sukbjivan Bam Kbatri, 
the former diwan of that province, who had thrown offi 
the Dorrani authority, and seised the governorship in 
the name of the Emperor of Delhi. Be was an excep- 
t^ocaliy able and upright administrator, liberal in religioo, 
* vl 88^ 384, 433, 426 (primary.) 
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cWitablc to tbc poor, a patron of poota a&d the financial 
sapporter of a qqw history of the province. But 
HaojltdcT, the iUjah of Jouuuu, \raa bis rival, and was 
iodneod by the Durraoi wa^ir to corno to Labor and to 
uodertako to gnide the Durraoi army of invasion by 
showing some uodefended pass for peoetrating into 
JCashmir. The first ezpcdiCioo composed of about 3ODD 
Durraoi soldiers and some Jammu aimJiarios, startsd 
in June, bot returned bsfhed, as all the passes were 
found to be held too siroogly for aseauJt or surprise. 
A lator ezpedition achieved complete soccesB, Snkhjivan 
was defeated and taken prisoner, and Kashmir annesod 
to the Durraoi empire. (Sti/ar, iii. 74, Raj. vi. 3^4.] 
Du^g the autumn of 1732, Ahmad Shah callrd up to 
Labor Najih and Ta^ub AU from Delhi and Agba £aza» 
Abdul Ahad, and Musir-ud-daulah from Sbah Alan’s 
Court to put the affairs of the Delhi Empire inorder 
and cud tbo chaos that had followed the murder of the 
last Emperor. It was agreed that the Dorrani king 
would call upon all the Indian princes, with tho prestige 
of his authority but without lending his armed aid, to 
recogoise Shah Alun II as Emperor and inatal him in 
his ancestors’ capital, while I«ajib vid Mucur-ndnlaQlah 
undertook on behalf of the Indian GoverOmcot to pay 
Abdali a tribute of 40 lakhs a year. This settlement 
concluded, Ahnsad Sbah left Labor on 12 De& 1762, 
while Kajib and other Indian envoys took leave of hlni 
and reached Delhi in January 1763. [DC] 
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Bren daring tbe »eoond half of 17 6 2^ tbo Fanjab 
was not Sxee from iotarna] trouble. His masaaore daiiag 
tbo Oballix-gbara was no more auccesaful in crusbiLg the 
Sikhs than etampiog on a few thousand ants can 
exterminate an ant>bill. On the contrary^ his wanton 
outrage on ^eir holiest Bhiiac more than anything eUe 
defeated his purpose of oowing the Sikhs for ever. 
Hitherto that sect had greatly multiplied its oouvetta 
and drawQ them closely together by the need oi mutoal 
protection against the oppression and exaction of the 
local goreraors of the decadent Mughal empire. And 
now Afghan sacrilege roused the Sikhs to their highest 
exertion and united them in the closest bond by the 
unquenchable thirst of a ueogeance that was a sacred 
duty. The noblest and the basest passions of the 
huDi&a breast were united in a national resistauce to 
the alien from beyond the Indus and bis local associates. 
Horraoi rale in the Fanjab became impossible iu future. 

As early as May 1762, the Sikhs reappeared in the 
Saihind district In Jaoe, Zaio Khan made peace by 
paying them Bs.60,000, and the raiders set out on their 
return. But wheu they bad marched away about 10 kps, 
Zain Khan’s troops treauheroasly looted their rearguard. 
The main Sikh army then tamed back, attacked him, 
plandered him as well as his diwan Lachbmi Narayao, 
and droTe them to 6ght a pitched battle at Hamul^gaib, 
16 koa SMhiod. [Raj. vi 384.] During the 

ea ri isg pwt of (his year, "die roads again became open 
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OQ all sidca, tho danger o£ robbery and fear of highway¬ 
men dieappoarod, because Ahmad Sh&h was stayiog io 
Labor/' Bat tbo province was in a miserable conditioQ ; 
the Jala&dar Loab bad been repeatedly pluodcred and 
dovastatod by the Shah's troops and the country on all 
sides of Labor was a ^'lanplesa” solitude. [Miskin, 
244-347.] 

§ 4. Sikh power revives, Zdin Khan s^tn, 17$B. 

Ahmad Shah left Labor for bis homo oo 12 Dec. 
1762, aod immediately afterwards Sikb aggreasion 
revived * and was aggravated by the misrule of bis 
lieutenants^ who^ like all Afghans, bad oo adniinistrative 
capacity or bonesfy, and tbc adtniniatrailon broke down 
on the rock of finance. The oye-witaess Miskio writes, 
"Zain Khao departed from bis former character and rules 
of conduct He stopped paying hia soldiers Cbeir salaries 
and began to live by looting the villages of bia district, 
and giviug a portion of the booty to bis troops in payment 
of their arrears, thoogb not amou cling to one-fourth 

* I iollow FoisMr I 279), sad Birmingham (I0d»») 

tn rweclieg the Bikh Cradidoo, nampportad by any coctauporaiy 
record and natimlly iceompatiUe with other ksowD facte, tbat ia 
KoreDber 1768 tbe Sltfis aasembkd at Amritsar (la a body of 
60,000) for a aaered batb, and vb«o Abouid Shah artivad to 
attaok them, they drove him back is headlong flight to lahor, 
and iQ reteliakioo took that dty after a short This Boeeee 

was aehiered soi oa Ahmad 6bab bat os hit local igaat, and ite 
date «aa 17^ 

f 
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of their dtiee. Eg plftoood in aJllAnoo with the hill- 
Rajahs to amass a fortune/' probably with a view to 
carving a lai^^ and more independent principality of 
hie own out of the disintogratiog Mxigbal empire. The 
starving of his soldier}'^ however, had the inevitable 
reeolt of weakening his defeosive strength and nldmately 
briAgiog abont hia ruin. Throughout the whole of 1763 
Ahmad Shah was kept busy in his own country by a 
rebellion in Ehurasan and could not attend to India. 
ThU wae the Sikhs' opportnnjty. In the antumo of this 
year we have the Anal and decisive upheaval of their 
power. They assembled at Amritsar on Eipavali day 
(4 November) and vowed to restore their sacred shrine 
and assert their independence. They first turned 
against the enemy within the gates, crushed the Mnslim 
colony ^Gnrdesi Afghan a) of Easur and Bhikban Ehan of 
Maler Kotia,—who had joined every Durrani invasion,— 
and then attacked Sarhind in a body 40,000 strong 
{December 1763.) Just before this fateful contest, 
Zain Khan had been abandoned by his starving lieuten¬ 
ants; Qasim Ehsn and Mnrtaza Ehan, who had marched 
away in search of bread to Kajib's estates in tbe Oangetic 
Doab. The fanjdar of Sarhind, at the bead of a small 
impoverished army, came out of the city and waa 
defeated and slain, with the loss of his baggage and 
armament The Sikhs, flushed with victory, entered 
flarirfpd^ and ^looted and totally devaatated it, turning 
the upside down", and converting into an untenanted 
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ivilderaess the “ eccursed place which had witneased the 
death the mother and cbildrcD of (3ura GoTiod^' at the 
hands of Auraoi^ib’s ofEccre. Swept on bj the impoJte 
of victory, the Sikbe crossed the Jaoiuoa at Bariaghat 
and ponred into the Upper Doab, planderiog tbo 
SabaraopDr (30 Fob. 1764], Shamil end Saodela 
2 )argaaah 8 . ’Their owner, Najib Elhan, fresh ^m 
the slaoghter of Suraj Mai,*—which paralysed hts 
Jat eoemiee for the time,—’haateoed to the defence 
of bis eetatee, nod indoced the rudera, by a bribe 
of IL Jakhsto recrose the Jamnna. (February 1764.)* 
But it was the begioniug of the annual Sikh raids 
into the Doab. 

§ 6. Sikhs begin to dominate entire Panjai), 
oectipg JAkor : n6d-l7do. 

In the meantime, Sikh activiUes in t^Or and farther 
west bad called up Jaban Khan from bis maater's side 
to the Banjab. But only a small force cuuld be spared 
for biiu, and after be had crossed tbo lodes at AUook 
be was easily defeated (on the eastern bank of the 
Ghinab) and driven back to A^baaistan (middle of 
November 1763.) Then the Sikhs attacked L^ior.f 

« UIsUd. 250^. S?I>. xxix. 65. OoAoing^ ]<S. Knr. 72«. 

in Raisa, 1376, 70l. 60. p. 

t ZaahAi^ft 3^44. no. CRC. i. 2174. 3RR. sriz. 68^6 
{w .79 that tbe S'^hs eet. tbwr pmt in Labor. Apr. 1764). 73 (Slkb 
sardars have gone to Aoritaar, OU. 1764 i for Cfuia^uru read 
CM^ru->AatiUiir.) zzzriiL 128. 
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lU Darracii goreraof Kbinjah Abld was sUin in battle, 
hie depa^ Obali Ms! coodncted the dcienee of the 
capital The be^giug 8ikb amy howled for tbe 
juirender of all the coW'kilUog butchers of Labor to 
put them (0 death. The governor hesitated, the Sikhs 
broke the Delhi Gate and eotered the city pluoderin^ 
aad then Eabuli Mai secured peace by outtiu^ off the 
noses and ears of some of the butchers and taming them 
out of the city and also paying a large oontributloo to 
the Sikhs. This happened in February 1764, for we 
find Ahmad Shah back in Labor in March next But 
he could stop there for a fortnight only, and had to 
return to his own coontry in conse^aence of a oiTil war 
there, mntiay among his own troops, and dearth of grain. 
^bnJi Mai marched out for aome distance to see bis 
master off. Immediately after he had started, (he three 
Sikh leaders Lehna Singh, Gnjar Singh and Sobha Singh 
attacked I^hor. The masterless city capitulated on the 
promise of life and property being spared; the gates 
were thrown open. Some amount of plunder, however, 
took place on tbe liist day, but tbe three chiefs divided 
tbe oi^ between them and each ruled over and 
administered hie portion as its master. Thus, peace at 
last returned to lAhor, but not prosperity. The city 
oontiaaed in desolation and misery till its revival under 
Baajit Singh. 

whede county, from the Jhilam to the Satlaj, 
WM pKEtaiaoDed among the Sikh chiefs and dtdr 
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foUoirers, as the pl&ine oi Sarhiod had been io the ^eat 
previous.” Aheoad Shah's strocity oo their holy dty 
was DOW avenged in bis own oiaaner: "numerons 
mosques were demolished, and Afghans ia chains were 
made to wash the foundations with the blood of hogs.* 
The chiefs then assembled at Amritsar, and proclaimed 
their own sway and the prevalence of thdr faith, by 
Btrihing a coin with an inscription to tho e9e«t that 
Cram Govind had received, from Naoak, grace, power, 
and rapid victory— 

Dt0 MS Ugh ua feth tea nufrat'H^irwg 

7^ 2 U Ourv Oowiitd (^ng, 

The Sikha were not interfered with for [the next] two 
years.” [Cunoiugbam, 108.] 

Xo January 1765, while Jawahir Singh, with Malbar 
Holkar, Zmad-uI-miiUk and a vast foroe of Sihb 
Dercenri*iGs, was attacking Ifajib Sbau in Delhi, that 
Ruhela chief sent urgent appeals for help to Ahmad 
Shab. The Shah, by a rapid march,^along the southern 
skirt of tho hills,*—arrived at Mustafabad (end of 
February.} Here he learnt that Hajib had made peace 
already without waiting for him, and so he in high anger 
at once hurried back to Afghanistan, oo hearing of which 

• Taken froo] Fonter (i 279), vho adds, "Tbe AighanB ia 
chains were tlao compelled to excavate the ressrrrir at Amritaar. 
«4uoh Is the preceding year they had filled np...Though the 
Afghan maaeaers and perseeutioD must have been deeply unprinted 
on their minds, the SjVh* did not, it is said, deatro] one prisoner 
in cold blood.^* Euaam Sfiohi, dfi. gives wrong year. 
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Najib, theu oo bis way to Abdali’s camp, returned froca 
Tsmailabad. [Nor, 926. Qhulam A]i, iL 330.] 

§ 6. Ahmad Shah's last invastari, 27 (j7 ; 

Sarhind faujdari given ic PaUfiia Rajah. 

Abmad Shah’s last expedition took place in 1707. * 
He reached (he Biae, aiter oTercomiag the Sikh oppoai> 
tion on the v&y ; Maja Siogh aubcoitted and paid hiia a 
Tiait, Cbam Singh (7) Hed swaf to tho biJIe, while Jaesa 
Singh was wounded aod routed {c. 20 Januarj, 1707.) 
lotemal disaension among the Sikh chiefs made Abdall’s 
path of advance ver^ smooth. He sow sent a message 
to Hajib Khao, ordering him to present himself with the 
tribute of India, sow in arrears for aevep years, and 
amounting to two ibrorss and 80 laSJis t Najlb did not 
know where to find even a tooth of this met sum. So, 
he scot some of bis troops across the Jamuoa at Bamra- 
ghat (near Hama?) aod himself halted there trying to 
ooUect some revenue, and reporting to Ahmad Shah ^at 
he waa soon oomiog (c. 1 Beb.) 

'When the Shah arrived at Ismailabad, 20 miles south 
of Ambala, Najib Eban waited on him, on 9th March. 
iSo, also, did the envoys of Jawabir Singh and the trans- 
Oanges Euhelas i but not one of these ohlefs bad the 
courtesy to come in person, though they owed their 

* OPCl ii. I9il—416 (mi&ute and aaefnl deUdla.) Ifor. 110»> 
1196. 8PfK 16A U9. i74a. Ruain 9iahL 

di«. . 
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deliTenocB from tho Mantbas to Abdali'a uosell^h 
axertioDa. Ahmad Bangaab did uot evon care to send 
an envoy. The Sbab^ therefore, ti^eated Najjb wtb 
• everj mark of honour and peiaooal favonr. '‘At the 
Court beJd for recdving the Indian ebiefe’ agents, 
Abmad Bbah repeatedly inquired about Kajib's health. 
The latter replied that in his war with Jawabir Sln^, 
when his enemies numbered more than a hundred 
thousand, he had uodei^ne much hardship and gained 
the victory only through tbie Emperor's grace, but iUnesa 
and fatigue had left him very weak. Abmad Shah 
asked, 'How are you now Najib replied, 'The sight 
of the Sh^an-sbah has rpfldf> all my illoesa melt 
away'.. .Najib and Yaqnb All used to be frequently 
admitted to the private audience of Abmad Shah’’ 

The Durrani king was at first asked to maVa Zabits 
his faujdar of 8arbind, but be was induced by hia grand 
waslr, who had been heavily bribed by Fattu, the widow 
of Ala Singh, to entrust that district to Aisac Sin^, the 
graodson of Ala, with the superlative title of 
RaJg&Hf as the only man capable of keeping the trans' 
datlaj Sikhs out, his agreebg to an annual tribute 

§ 7. Durranie r^ress the Bikhi tit Afona A£^>a / 
def^ Sikh raid into Mrai, 1767. 

Leaving lemailabad on 17th March, 1767, Abdali 
uuiched back through Sariiind and Machhiwara to the 
northern foot hills of the Jalandai Doab, carrying Kajlh 
32 
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tn his Craio. set bimeelf earoestly to root out 

destroy the Sikhs. His vanguard used to naroh two or 
three days' jonroey ahead. The Sikhs in terror of his 
troops Bed far away like crows. Wbe&evcr he got a 
chance, he used to seise the Sikhs who had taken refuge 
in places hard of access .. • His own soldiers, accom* 
pauicd by a cOotiDgeut of Najib’a Kubelas under Afaal 
Khao, peuetrated ioto the M ani Majra hills, aod brought 
away large naosbers of captive coea aud women from 
the ngiop, but the Sikh leader escaped. Much pluudercd 
property was sold cheap in the Durraoi camp, and 
captives also." [Nur. llOh.] On lltb May, Abdsli 
Ceom the bank of the Satlaj gave Hajib leave to rehm 
to Delhi Some days before news had reached his army 
that the Sikh raiders had slipped past the Durraoi camp, 
and after fordiog the Jamuoa at BurU-ghat had poured 
into Najib's jagirs iu the upper Doab, aod sacked Nancuta 
aad Mirai Oa account of Hajib's aUendaoce in the 
AbdaK ounp, with hia brodiers, sons and troops, ^ua 
region bad been 1^ entirely defenceless, and Najib in 
bewilderment appealed to the Sb^ to save him, and the 
latter promieed a considered reply at n^bt * ^^Tbo 

• Ic ma aa icnriable practice with Ahmad 6tuh to keep the 
spw aad idle babblers io hie saiop eatirely io the dark tbool ibe 
departuce and deetiaatioa of Ms detachmeate, by UstUDg marchiog 
ddsm to their c^taioe only durii% a hunlutg ezoumoo or in 
the seoeet audieace at This raid ia beat described io 
CPCl S. aad Wiih'ims, (bhutta Smmsy 1S?6, T«d. SO, p. 

Oa&er Mu 4?6s. OPCL 0. tSi, $30 (tribute paid.) 
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Sbab^ overcome hj the jackal-(rl«ke of tbe Sikbe, 
himself stopped there. When three hours of the eight 
had passed, suddenij the ooise of hortes’ hoofs and the 
tramp of soldiery was heard in the Rubela camp. It 
was ascertained that saidar JaUio Khan had arrired, 
with 6,000 troopore by hard riding. EnterlDg the teat 
of Najib, he said, ^he Shah haa ordered me to Cake one 
of your SODS or brothers with me aod make a lightn ing 
raid mCo your estates. TeU me where the Sikhs are.' 
Hajib immediately deputed ZabiCa Kban to accompany 
him. The sardar said to Zabita, 'Yoar head sad body 
aeem to be Tery soft. Tou have beeo habitually used 
to eittiag la and on carpets ; how will you be able 
to keep pace with us f* Zablta replied, T too am an 
Afghan’s son’... Jahan Khan asked ^him, 'Why are you 
taking an olcphaat with you ?* He answered, ^Wherever 
there is a liver on the way, the sardar will cross ii oo 
this elephant’s back. At midnight Jahan Khan started 
from that place mth 5,000 horse of Zabita Khan, and 
in ^ree days reached the Miiat paigana, 120 kos away. 
The Sikhs got news of it foor gharis beforehand and 
decamped across the Jamona Those that remained 
behind were all slaughtered 19,000 men, according to 
Miskin, who was present], and aueh plunder was also 
taken. The chief of ^e Sikhs was slain and Bagbel 
Singh wounded. The party retnraed to Abdal^ halting 
place (on tbe west bask of the Satlaj) in the coarse of 
seven days.” [Kur. 111*112 ; Miskin, 26$.] 
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§ 8. AJimad Shah’s ulivnaie failure ; his 
poliHeal arrangemeyits in Patyab. 

This loog ooQtcst with a natioo in arms, while 
no depeodablc ally or Ucutonaut could bo found by him 
in Todia, at laat wore Abdali out: his illocas too 
now proTod to be hopolosdly intractable ; his soldiers 
became rowdy through his frequent failure to pay them, 
and a large cootiogent of them mutinied and loft for 
Afgbaoiatao in open mutiny. This was destined to be 
the last of Ahmad Sbah’s Indian campaigns. He realised 
the limits of his power, and like atmo statesman oonBoed 
bis ambition to the aCtaioablo. He loft a contented 
and gratefol Pholkian Sikh chieftaiu, with largely 
axtonded territory, in hereditary charge of the Ambala 
district (Sarhind-Patiala), as an agent most likely to 
keep order and pay the nonual tribute. He bimaelf 
retained hold of Peshawar * and the country west of 
AtCook, while he abandoned the hfaojba dieCricts and 
cental Panjab including Labor to the Sikhs; but 
tbe Sindb-Sagar and Jeoh Hoabs in western Panjab 
remained a debatable laod which finally came into Sikh 
possas^n in the days of hia unworthy soccessors. 

It was recognized throughout India that after hie 

• In (be jwogra^ of hfogbat empln, Peahawex me a 
pot of enb^ oi KelxiJ (sad not of the ftnieb ea dow)» 
910 KttiAed to (he Delhi enbeh, eod the Panjsh ^ 
bewadai by tbe Indue oa ^ met end ^e BetlsQ on die east 
3ee ay ef .iimgtfiiffi .* S ht i f tiot Shpofr-api^ »ti Boada. 
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^2p6ri«QC9 in 1767, Abdaii would bo in no haaie to viaik 
Indk ag^Q. The wildest esnltatioo BUed the Maratbas 
at the nevre of his internal troubles and burned retreat. 
One of tlieir ngenbe now planned to revioe their old 
dreaoa of controlling tbe Delhi Gorornmeot a$ the 
Emperor'g keeper after escortxsg Shah Alan 11 to bis 
capita), this time in coalltioQ with the invincible Eagliah 
troops stationed at Allahabad and the Jat Rajab. \8PD. 

192.J Bat tbe moral canker that was eating into 
the vitals of tbe Puoa Court put off tbe pars nit of this 
policy in the JJortii- 

The historian of Delhi is no further oonceroed with 
the internal hiatory of the Panjab provinee after this 
date, as it now ceased to be a junipiag-ofT ground for 
Afghan invasions of Northern India, though the fear 
of such invasions oontinoed to haunt tbe Indian mlezs 
for a geuoration after, even down to XiOrd 'Welieeley's 
time. No doubt, trans-^tlaj Panjab oontinued bo send 
Sikh raiders almost every year into the Doab and the 
Delhi-Hariana country, but they should be treated as 
private bands of forayers and not the organised forces of 
a State engaged in regolar warfare with Che empire of 
Delhi. 

§ 9. Tht r6p«rcusgion of upon tht 

Rofput Siaiei, 17$1. 

In December 1759, Malhar Bao Holkar bad wrested 
tbe fort of Barmi^ from tbe usurper Ratan Singh 
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Kftobhwa (tke son of Fa(li Mai Kasaladi) and roatorcd 
it to it4 origiioa] owner Jsgat Siogh Rathor, and then left 
Rajputaaa to enconator Abdali aaar Delbi^ [Gh. 18 i 10.] 
On the way hia meo looted Cbatsu and some other places 
in the Jaipur idngdom fFam.Bh, 3667.) Tiicreafter a 
fall year had passed without any Maratha general being 
free to visit Kajputaoa. Faoipat saw the aaoihilatioa of 
the Maratha axoiiea of the i^^orth in January 1701, and 
the reperousaioQ of it* was a revolt against Deccani 
domination everTwbere in Hindustao,—in the Gaogetic 
Doab, Bnndelhhand, Rajputana and Malwa alike. Rvety- 
wbere the dispossessed or humbled origiaal chieftains, 
and even petty landlords, raised their heads and talked 

* ihsakd Shah after his viotor? eoCered D«Du aod seat o7 IsUen 
to the R^pnt Bs}ahs calliag upon them to join him vith Chhnte 
and troops tor dii*jag the Uaratbaa out of the empire. [Ori^st 
fkrBwt pnaerved in Jodhpur.l Hadho B. of Jaipur was ordered to 
present himseli with Oos &vr of Rupees. Oo receiving this 
stumnone, he ia alarm appealed to the Peshwa, then in Ualva to 
come to Bttodi. where Uadho prooiaed to unite with him after 
aisemb U ng all the other Bajpota. Ihe Peebwa's reply was a stern 
rebnhe for §*« eoqneCtiog with the anti'Uaratba UusUm 

powers in the past^ “Ton fireC come to Aimii tahiog Bijay & 
with yon. ISiefihaQ aaeured yon of ths possession of, Bantharabhor; 
ha pardoned all yonr cfltecee at Malbar's intsreesaioB. Lst 
byg(»ea be bygooa. Too are a leading Hindn. In the paat yon 
wen bndly bvcnirsd by ns. (But] yon relied on him [Kajib or 
ihdalL) nitmatiely yon Bajpot ffindus ongbt b> take heed. 

If teerignsa dfeCoat na, m retire beyond the Karmada; I do 
MS BOW few IbdaU, Qnit Sajputana baa no eseapa from IninJ*' 
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of ahut^sg the southern invaders out of their country in 
future. But it all coded in talk; uoioo was iioposaible 
among the countleee separate oaete aod tribal cbleis of 
these r^ions, aod no great leader arose to unite the 
ancient Hindu baronage of the North and win their 
freedom. 

For three or four monthe after Paoipat the sitaatioQ 
was most critical for the Maratbas north of the Vindh^i 
ever/whero the^ were pushed to the wsB^ without a 
sifiglo friend or dependant. Thoogh by April next some 
40,000 soldiers had been assembled in the Owalior region 
aod further south, oat of the wreck of ikmt northern 
army and local garrisona, these were beaten leaderless 
troops aod their prospect was darkened by tho approach* 
log dissolution of Balaji Bao Peahwa, the Ineolvent Pons 
Ooveromenfs attempt to escheat the property of the 
generals who bad fallen at Paoipat (in order to raooTer 
the colleotiona made by them in their late Korlh Indian 
oampaigos on behalf of Government aod the advances 
from the State Treasury they had taken for equipment), 
and the family quarrels, delay and vacillatiOD which took 
place in appointing a suocessor to Jankoji aa tho head of 
the Sindhias. These serious diffiooKiss hdarathas 

ooght to have been the Bajputs* opportouify, but Bajah 
Madbo Sink's lack of oharaeher, quarrels with his feudal 
barona, and above all his chrcuiic antagonism to Bijsy 
Singh of Msrwar, the only other Bajpnt prince that 
counted for anything,'—prevented him from taking 
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advaotage of tbi« BituatioD; aod witiiiD les$ then twelvu 
ffiOQtba of Panipat tbc tables were eompletelj timed 
a^inst the Rajpute. Tbxa waa the achievenietit of 
MaJbar Rao Eolkar, the fiole "elder geoeral” of BajL Rao’a 
time now left 

§ 10. Anii“Maraiha irmemmU in BajpiUana, 
1761. 

As a Maratba agent in Ra}putaa& reported to the 
Peehwa in May 1764 fUjahs and Raj wadi i 

have tunted against oe ... The Rajputs are showieg 
too mach cheek.” [SPD. zzix. 81.) But Malhar on 
return from Panipat^ recouped himeelf at Gwalior for 
a short while, rallied other bands of fugitives from 
that fatal fields and then came to his capital Indor. 
He found it neoesaaiy to eet out immediately for 
restoring his authority in the border tract between 
Malwa and Bajpntan^ A Chaodrawat baron bad 
aeiiaed iU^mpure, which was in Malhar's jegir j but early 
ID May, before M^hsr’s arrival, Erisbnaji .Taadev 
(an officer of Shantaji Ws^ and revenue collector of 
Mahaotpur) had defeated the Chaodrawat and retaken 
Bampnia, slaying six or seven hundred Rajputs 
and oaptnring there the Rajput's dlwsn as well as 
Mir Baqa (a eon of Qamr-nd^lio IDian of Delhi, 
s^iD ike Oiandrawat had been holding to ransom 
in ti;«t fwt.) ^[biea days after this aueoesa, Malhar 
Maoked '^th^skedi in the Hada oonotry, md 
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then ftdv&nced to Ganguri (120 cuilca north of Indor) 
where Abhe;f Siagh lUthor, an olficcr of tho Bao of 
Kota, had s^ed the fortaliee, driven out the Maratba 
collectors and wa^ oaugiog distuTbsoccs. Malhai* at 
ouee invested the place ; but tweatj dajB parsed awaj 
without aoj result and then he received the artUlerj 
he had eeut for from lodor, bombarded the place, and 
tooh it promptly (earlj in June.) These rapid sacoeeeea 
bad the immediate effect of overawing the whole 
province of Malwa, and Malbar moved on to Kakdi 
m Mewar territoiy in order to put preesure oo the 
Maharana and secure payment of the old tribute of 
1| lakhs a jeax that he had repodiatod.* 

All this time Madho Singh of Jaipur bad been 
intrigoiog how to overthrow Maratha predominance 
in Rajputaoa. He seat envoTS to Najib Khan, Yatjob 
AU, and Sbah Alam 11 to negotiate for an anti-Maratha 
coalitioo. Thea, coder the advice of his favourite 
minister Slrimram Trivedi, he sent two forces of 4000 
and 5^000 men under Baj Siegh Cbauhan and Naiidlal 
diwac respeotiveJy to raid the villages of his refraototy 
vass^ Sardar Singh of Unisra (a Naroka.) h&dho 
himself issued from his capital, and after marrjiog at 
Badam (on 14 May), went towards 0oiart to terrorize 


* Muathu ia Itajpotana, fini half I761,~5PZ). 

Sg?, S80, 271. zzix. 31. 0«l*Kovr-<SP£l zxril. ??6. six. 16-SS. 
VI. 569. Oot^ttri or Oofroni, 9 m. w. d iCbilehipur, 
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his Tawal into paying tribute. Manj other Kajput chiefs 
Joined him, oi promiaod to do so, each as the lords 
of Sopar (Jndra Singh), Bnndi, Eota, Kerauii and 
Kbiohi. He took up ao attitade of open dedauce to ^e 
Maratbae: 'The Bajali is determined to oppose us 
stroogly. All the Shekhawats are coming... AU the 
Bajahs and Kajwadae have planned to aeeeinble at one 
place aod form a grand political coalition." The 
approach of the rainy season compelled Malbat to pot 
off his puniahment till the next autumn, -wben the 
contest was fought to a quick decision. [&PD. xxii. 
81 . xsi & 1 .I 

§ II. Maihar Bolkar defeats Jaipisr army at 
Manyrcl, 89 yotember, 1761 
Late in October 1761, Madho Singh assumed the 
offensive bj sending a force, 10,000 strong, to besiege 
Nenv^ (held by a Maratha garrison nnder Sadashiv 
Oopal), while another detachment led by Keshav Bao 
crossed the Chmnbal and penetrated to Palan CEeshorai 

Patan, 12 miles nor^>east of Kota city), raiding the 
neighbouring district (early November.) Maihar, bearing 
of it, marched from Indor to the Mubaudara pass 
(13 Nov.) with 6,000 men (partly bis own contingent 
and partly the Sindhia family force led by Khaoaji 
dadav and Ohinto Krishna). At Kiiyi, in the Koto 
*«i*o* 7 , he waa ^ed by 8,000 Bajput alhes ander 
Attest of Koto, ^e youthful 2alim 
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Singh, and tba Eao Rajah's losCarvbrother. Tha 
Kacbhwa armj besiegiog Xeav6 fell upon their maio 
body at Fatao, raiaiog it to a strong force of 10,000 
men with an abuadaot supply of artillery, rockets and 
caiuekswivelB ; tbeix Uadera were Kaj Siugh Ghorchara, 
the two diwaoa iCaoiraai and Kaudlal, aod Surat Siogh 
Shiva-Brahroa-pota. Before this impoabg array, the 
Maratba outposts iu the Hada couati 7 were evacuated 
in terror aud their texiants were helplessly abandoued 
to plunder. 

Malbar promptly marobed up and offered them battle 
between bfaugrol and Bhatwar^ The two armies came 
into Couch in the aftoroooQ of 28th November and 
immediately began an ezebaogo of fire which lasted till 
three hours after sonaeh All that uigbt the Maratha 
soldiers lay wi& their arms at their sides aod their 
horses saddled ready, suirouudiag tho Jalpor army. 
Nest day the battle raged froca the noroiog and ended 
near sunset iu the total destruotiou of the Jaipur army. 
Most of their high officers, including the supreme com¬ 
mander, fled away wounded, Saligram Shah fell, and 
all their gune with two elephants, many horses and 
camels, and thdr eotire camp aod baggage were abas- 
doued to plunder. Large nnmbera of priaouers were 
**VaT»^ and out of that army of 10,000 rneu only 400 
fled away, if we oao take the MAntha figurea. The 
Bindbia famUy contingeDt fought well aod boasted of 
their feat here as if it could wipe out the disgrace of 
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their flight from Panipat. Malhar’a akin was graaed 
by a bulJet.* 

The victory waa decisive ; it at once destroyed all 
chance of forming aa aati-Maratha coalitioi), and restored 
Maratha prestige, which had been eclipsed as the resolfr 
of Paoipat, throughout HiDdustao, Madho Singh, who 
had gone to Banthambhor after sending his army to the 
fight, now fled to Jaipar. ffis favourite 8hlin»m 
Trivedi, who had evaded the campaign by frankly 
confesaing, ''My business is not war * the diwan is 
going," now set himself earnestly to the defence of the 
capital- The gamson of Amber fort was strengthened ; 
Ouru Shah (hokAsfe') himself took post below tiiat 
ancient capital to hold the way leading np to it 

• SPD. (j. 6,6. xii 92*ft4. xrix. 27. Tod repeats the Rajput 
tradi^u that this battle (nscoed by bits after (Stowa) was won 
soldy by Zalim Siogb aod (he Kota cootiDiieot, while Mtlhar 
rasiely loMed tb© Kachhwa camp ! The detaUed and tbsriotaly 
ooataoaporary Mtraihi despatches dieprove this story, the CoU 
ooettogent of 2,500 mso oouJd not hare rooted the Kaohhwa amy 
of orer lOjUO hone, equipped with arUUery sbocanals, jizaUs 
ttd rocketa bone on oaouls. and flushed with their ro«en( auecMS 
« the ^e.ChaobaJ repoo. The sereie contest waged for nice 
hoars by Malbar aod the BIndhia family cootiogent go^er 
his bannws, shows that the Maratbas bore the bmot of the fight 
aod th^ Ztilta Siogh played a rery miaof part. That then wae 
ne ewift paid© flight of the Jaipur army is prored by Ihstr 
CK^ftoaaliy la^ proporfioo of cuoidtiee. 

MbvtoI. flfi mftee n. e. e. of Kota, on the east btnh of the 
wWe Bhctnww {IW* ftaadi four n&s 

sooth eC HasgEri. bns OB tte was bank. 



jAfPt’B PAJAH’e rRRPi,Exm' 60fi 

Block-liouses were set up in Amber and Jaipur 
alike, with strong bands of mnaketeere: outljiug 
dstachmeiita were hurriedly recelled to the 
capital. The royal family was removed to Amber for 
safety, wMIe Madho Stogh conUnued at Jupor with 
light equipmeat, in tbe deepest aojriety. Tbia sudden 
failure of all his plans almost unhinged hie mind, and 
his temper ‘^weut out of cootrol.’' The wise old diwau 
IGutinm Immediately reoi>cned oegotiatioos with tbe 
Maratha general to settle the dispute about tbe outstaud' 
ing tribute. After a few days’ halt at Mangroi, Malhar 
pursued the fugitives to Kbopra KSprao) and tbeu 
halted at Maaoharpur (40 miles north of Jaipur), to 
enforce bis demand for tribute. Agents of Jodbpur 
ICota and Bundi alao reached his camp. 

While these oegoBatioos wore dragging their 
customary slow length along and the hfaratha horse was 
subsistiog by raids on the Jaipur villages, an nnespeoted 
diversion pamc to tho relief of Madho Singh in the form 
of the invasion of Bandelkhsnd bv the Umperor 
Shah Alam XI and his new wazir Shaja-ud-daalah, 1h«a 
prompt capture of Ealpi (January 1763) and Jbausi 
(1 Feb.}, tbe uprisiiig of ^ tbe Bundela ohieftaina against 
Maratha rule, and the treason of three Maratha loeiJ 
^ents yAQ went over to the Koslim invaders. Holksr 
wss OMspelled to turn away from Bajpataoa to the 
eastern side from vdiich frantio calls for help were 
teaching him. He left Jaipur temtory, br way of 
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Kaodgaofi, ^kor« Aod FatAudi (17 Feb.) for JbaoAi. But 
that fori bad alteady beeo lost to tbe Marathas. So, he 
turaed back ina Saogaoer (27 Feb.) to lodor, ae bia 
wouiid bad festered, makiog him ?ery weak aod redoced 
io health, with the result that he was ^vea no bath for 
tliree mouths, retreat disheartened all the Maratha 
officers aod partisans io that country. * 

§ 12. Maratha iniersek in Rajputana 
neglseted, 1762-2764. 

Throughout the whole of 1752 and 17 6S the Maratha 
power in the North was paralysed by the eTeots at 
home,—Nisam All's invasion of Maharashtra and sack 
of Puna, Baghnnath Dada’s desertioo to tbo enemiee of 
hia bouse aod the civil war between him and the new 
Peahw& It was only after the decisive defeat of the 
Nuav at Bakiaban (10 Aug. 1763) that the Puna 
Government was free to attend to their interests in 
Hindustan. It also took a long time before the young 
Peshwa’s advisers oonld recognise the fact that Mahadji 
Sindhia was the coming man and that their delay in 
filling up the vacancy caused by the death of Jankoji 
sad their f atnous policy of appointing two heads to the 
Sindhia family with divided potfcrs, were really minoas 
(0 the Maratha cause in the North. Mai bar HolkaPs 
old ago and reouiring ill-health made a vigoroos policy 

• aPD, i. f, ttte* 97, M, B7. 
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2 Q Sajpat&aa or Buodelkhand impoesiblc, and tkas 
thioga lingered on tU) hia death (26 Maj 1766)j vheo 
new and jouoger actors ectered tbo northern eceoe as 
leaders of the Holkar and SiodbU fezDiIios and Maiatha 
pressure on Hajputana vas resumed with effect. But 
two years before that time, the coateat was complicated 
by the eotraoce of soother factor, the Jat Rajah Jaw^ir 
Singh, who openly challenged the power of Jaipur apd 
flung himself smidst the Inter-State disputes of lUjputana. 
Thxoaghout Jawabir Singh’s blood'fond with Najib Khan 
(1764-1766), Madho Singh wisely courted Najib’s friend¬ 
ship as a check on the insolent Jat Rajah on his western 
flank. 

Early la October 1764 we 6di1 MalUar Holhar 
revisiting Rajputana, at Jobner (1$ niUes east of 
Sambbar), in order to put pressnrs on Madbo Singh for 
payment Soon afterwards, in response to the Pesbwa'e 
inatmedons and a large daily subsidy paid by Jawahir, 
he left to join that Jat king in hia attack upon Najib 
in Delhi and the Gaugetic Doab. Kotbing came of this 
alliance through hfalhar’s treacherous collosion with 
Kajib, his 'foster son', and Jawahir had to make an 
QBsatisfaotocy peace with the Rohela {Feb. 1765), after 
haTing wasted his Measures on the mercenary chief of 
Indor. MalhftT sras nest lured by 6hnja-ud-daalah to 
oppose the English, and met hu doom at Kora on Srd 
May. at the bands of 8zr Robert Fletcher. Ejs only 
aoti^ty before bis death on 26 May 1766 was in the 
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Oobad district e&rif in tbst jesr. Ho bad clearly out- 
iived bis usefulneee. 

MadHo Singb, realising that he could not sacoeed }ry 
arms againet tbs M&ratbas and faced with the new 
danger of J&wabir Singh’s ho 8 talit 7 E>aoked bj all the 
!B)uropean‘dxiJIed troops and Sikh merceoaries that the 
Jat king’s enormous wealth supplied, Tczy wisely set 
himself to conciliate the Marathas ae his only protectors. 
He made friends with Holkar, most probably by bribing 
Holkar'a diwao, and agreed to make a reasonable 
eettlement of bis loog-standfog arrears of tribute through 
Malbar’e friendly mediatiou. As the Pesbwa’s agent 
wrote in September 1765, “At Malbaris iostaoce we 
are treating the Jaipur Eajah with every tenderness 
and consideration, but Kabadji Slndbia baa been dunning 
him for the arrears ... This Court moves very slowly 
and protraota bosineas.” However, before the eod of 
that year he paid the correct instalmeat of five laUu, 
and ^oposed to issue orders on bankers for tbs Wtram- 
[SPD. zxim 99,107, 108, 102.] 

§ 13. Jawahir Singh’s attack on Jaipur, 1765-1767. 

A. vast Sikh army (25,000 strong) led by Jaaaa Singh 
Tua Sing^ two other sardars, m the pay of Jawahii 
Sin^, penetrated into the Jmpnr kingdom by way of 
Bswari, and jofoed by Jat Be^ b^an to plnnder 
the vealm saoppoeed Otito Peo. 1?A5^ Dultoei (the 
blichabi) and J^^ubaad <toa Elaaa-nw^) M 
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sent from Jaipur to iavest the fort o! Kanaud which was 
b«bg held by Ratan Siogb Khaogarot, a rebel againet 
the Jaipur OoverameDt. The Sikh mvadere arrived on 
the sceae aud eocaopcd ecveo kos from the Kaobhwa 
siege lines. Tbeir strength was ovcrwhelmibg» and 
M adho Siogb ia utter hdplesBsees appealed to Malbar 
aod Mabadji to come to bis aid. A Sindbia cOotiDgent, 
some 5,000 horse, under Achjut Rao Gaoesh, which was 
plouderiug near KisbaDgarb, on beiog promised Re. 5000 
daily, hastened to Jaipur. This prompt interventioa oi 
tbe Marathas upsot Jawshir’s plans and he patched up a 
timoe with the Jaipur Rajah through I^awal Siogb. The 
Sikhs were pronised a subsidy and sent back to their 
homes, while Jawabix returned to Kumbhor, Aebyut, 
arriviog near T^gi, found that there waa no work for 
him i tbo Jupur general Baj Siugh Oborohara gave him 
aud his othcers preeeots and put them on tbe way of 
returo to Mabadji. During theii: march these Marstba 
allies "were beyond tbeir officers’ control, plundered tbe 
conotry aud devastated tbe crops.” 

The detachmeot under Duler^ bakhshi was now 
recalled from Elaoaud to Jaipur, March 1766. {SPD. 
xxK, 72, 99,102, 105,107. irvii. 109.| 

Tbe insolent ohalleoge of &e young Jat fUjah 
ooutinaed as the dominant factor of Jaipur bietoiy till 
tbe death of the two prindpale,—hCadho Singh on 
6 March 176S aud Jawahir Singh four months later. 
Id 176 S Sombre (Walter Eeiuhard) with his well-dnliad 
S3 
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cootiogeot of a thousaod men left tbe serrloe of 
Madho SiDgh for that of the Jat Rajah. Next year 
(o. June) Jawahir received a more valaable acceaeioo to 
hifl rtrcDgth in the peraon of the able and honest French 
mercenary Ben^ Madeo. But Jawahir'a career wds 
foredoomed to failure from his wilful character. He 
quarrelled with everybody else. After provoking Madho 
Singh by invasion and ineolt, be in November 1767 
dreamt of building up a coalition with all the Rajput 
States and ezpellirg the Marathas from Rajputaoa and 
even Malwa ! And yet be gave fxesh offence to Madho 
Singh which resulted in his disastrous defeat near 
Pushkar (U Deo. 1767) and another reverse near^ma 
(M Feb. 1768.) These affairs we have treated in the 
chapter on Jat history. (Bsrbe, p. 48. SPD. xax- 128, 
182, ia2rt, 84.1 

After the death of Madho Singh, the Peshwa 
demanded a socceasion fee (fii^ no&ar) from hia heir 
Birthi Singh, as if the Brahman minister of the Rajah of 
Satara had become the lord paramoont of all India. 
(fiPD- XTJi. 248.] 

§ 14. Mewr cuid Ihe Maraihas, J7dJ—J756; ih$ 
iribuU promiaed. 

We now turn to the doleful history of Mewar during 
these ten years. The reign of Raj Singh 11 (1764*1761) 
was a long minority during which his and helpless 
State rented repeated visitatioos from Maratha geaer^ 
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and bad to buy them off every tine. On 3rd April ITOl 
Ari Singb 11 succeeded to this irapoverished hentago> 
and thcugli bo waa of ripe age and reigned for twelve 
veers, his violent fits of anger, ungovernable tcmpiT, and 
iogolent demeanour led to a general rebellion of bis 
vassals and tba breakdown of law and order ^roughout 
the State, which continued for half a centuiy and was 
ended only by the establishment of British paramountcy 
and British peace. 

The annual subsidy promised in writing by the 
Mabarana to Baji Rao in 1730 [Ch. 6 § llj bad long ago 
fallen into arrears and then been repudiated by the 
tidupur Qoveroment. In April 1761 the Poshwa wrote 
to Malbar Holkar ur^g him to march bis army to 
Udaipur to add weight to the Maratba euvoy's demand 
for thia subsidy, aud also to squeeze ten or even twenty 
lakhs of Rupees out of the new Mabarana as his stioces' 
sion-bue. [^PD. ssix. 269.] But Malbar was detained 
in the Hada country till the rains by his entangUmcDt 
at Gsgrooi, and thereafter, in November, by his war with 
Jaipur. During 1762 and 1763 no Marstha general 
could turn to Mewar for the reaeone already giveo. 
During 1764 and tbs drst part of 1765, Jaipur engrossed 
their attention. 

In July 1765, Mahadji Sindhia advanced from Ujjain 
to Kota, settled the Bao Bajah’s tribute at 15 lakhs, out of 
which lakhs were to be paid is cash and a quarter 
lakb in elephants and horses immediately. Only after 
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this ioBialment had been paid was tba Bao aDowad to 
visit Mahadji and embrace him '^Ike a brother.'^ Sindhia 
then (August) marched to Bunddkhaod at ibe call of 
Malbar, who wss besiegmg tbe fort of Nfol Hla diwaa 
Aohyut Rao Oaoesh stayed behind with 10^000 meo and 
collected the Udaipur tribute (5 lakbs) and smaller sams 
from Sbabpnn aod Rapoagar (November) actually io the 
form of bankers^ bills, and then passed into Kisbaogarh 
territory in order to put pressure on Pahar Singh, who 
had torned refractory, and whose teiritories were cow 
plondered (December.) [8PD. zxiz. 96, 99,106,102,105.) 

The fiaaccial settlement between Mewar and the 
Peahwa in 17 66 is clearly set forth in the official records 
of the Puna Goverameot :— 

The Maharaoa agreed, through his 
minister Chimaclal Mnnshi and the Mars- 
tba agent Govied Krishna, that his liability 
opto the end of the year 1765*66 was 

. -. Rs. 11,80,221 


^falhar Holkar in 1764-65 fixed the 
Mswar tribute at 25 lakhs, out of which 
Holkar was to get 5 lakhs, Sindhia 3 lakhs, 
aod the Peahwa ,.. .,, 

17,00,000 

The annual subsidy promised in 1736, 
thla ye^8 amount 

1 ^0,000 


80,80,231 


1766] 
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PVom this total, the Peshwa at the 
entreaty of Cbimaolal Munahi an<I on the 
promise of punctual payment ia future, 
abated ... ... ... 4,00,000 

J7et total doe... 26,30,221 

Tbie sum was to bo realised io quarterly inat&Imeats 
in four years, namely 11 lakhs ia 1767, and about 5 
lakhs each ia tbe next three years. Every succeeding 
year tbe lakhs of tbe old stipulated subsidy were to 
be collected in addition to the above iustalmeots. Holkor 
STndhift were ordered to collect their Bhoroe (5 
snd 5 lakhs respcctayeiy) in four yoart> by iustal 
ments, aod not to take ooe pice iu cjrcess. [Vad, b:. 
pp. 266-269.] 

The IU]pat tradition given by Tod, that in 1764 
'Malhar invaded Me war, advanced aa far as Ootala, 
where Arjun Singb aod the Kana'a foster-brothers met 
him and aegotlatcd for tbe payment of 51 lakhs of 
Rupees" is unsupported by history. The Maharaua had 
not 51 lakhs to spare, and if Malbar had actaally 
oollected sueb a vast aom the Peahwa would have takes 
the lion’s share of it aod there would have been an 
entry about it In the account-books of tbe Peshwas 
which ore still preacrvel The correct tranbaction is 
set forth above. The Mahanna’s actasl payment was 
five lakhs (not 51 lakhs), made in Kovembor 1765 (not 
in 1764), and to Sindbia’s diwan (not to Malhax flalkar.) 
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Tod^s tradition r«o}ly refers to Tukoji Holksr, who wen t 
to tke si^e oarop of ^fahadji Siodhia between Bhaurasa 
and Ootala in Mny 1769 ; but wbat be obtained wr 
shall see later. 

§ 15. Wnr of ivt^ossion between Art Singh and 
Ratan Singh, Mdratha interveniioyi in 
Metrar, 1709. 

Tlie nest Maratha visitation to Mewar took place in 
1769 and was brought about by dissooaione between tbe 
Mabarana and bis vassals, tbe enrse of every Rajput 
State when there was no oatlet of foreign war. ' An 
Singh ire wild tamper and foul tongue bad estranged 
the higfaeat nobles of the land, and they aet up a rival 
for tbe throne in the person of Batao Singh, falsely 
reputed to be a posthumous sou of tbe late Mabaraua 
Raj Siogh 11, who bad died in 1761 at tbe age of 18. 
The Rajpnt tradition runs that Ari Singh, by tbe advice 
of Zalim Singh of Kota (then a refugee at bis Court), 
bought for 90 lakhs the support of two Maratha generals 
Raghuji Fagawala and Paula Mian,—while tbe pretender 
hired the arms of Mahadji Siudhia by promising li 
krores, and that Ari Singh’s partisans attacked Siudhia 
and tbe pretender os tbe bank of the Sipra and pushed 
them back to the gates of Ujjaia, where, however, the 
assailants were routed with heftvy loes and Zalim Singh 
was taken prisoner (13-15 January, 1769.) This stoi^ 
finds 1 X 0 aopport in recorded history^ and from die 
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di$tAac« bet WOOD Ujjain and Udaipu B«ems to me to bo 
inercdlbit. 

Early in May 1769, Mahadjl Slndbia marched from 
Ujjaiii to Udaipur in order to bock fcho cause of Katan 
Singh; he encamped at Bbaurasa, lU miles east of 
the Sisodia capital. Tukoji Holkar weoi to Rota, 
but at Mahadji's request joiced the latter tvich 2,000 
men, leaving the rest of his army at SoparS (o. 10 May.) 
The two rival lords of Malwa immediaiely fell to 
quarrelling about the policy aud conduct of the 
war, as their predecessors had done before them. 
Mahadji, though hired by Rataa Singh, was induced by 
Yashwant Rao BSbld to discard that pauper and come to 
terms with Ari Singb as the party more likely to yield 
money. At fret it was agreed between the two that Ari 
Singh would undertake to pay $5 lakhs (25 lakhs to the 
Peshwa and 10 lakhs to the two sardare) and thst the 
Maratbas in return would withdraw from the State and 
abandon tbc pretender's cause. But Mahadji soon after¬ 
wards chauged bis mind and left everything in coofuaion. 
He merely sat down before Udaipur without investing 
the city. As Tukoji Holkar complained in hU letter of 
2 Juno, "I told Mahadji, ‘You have not yet run ^nchce. 
The rainy season ia at hand. The Jat eipedidoo is 
before us. Let ue leave 2,000 of your man and the same 
number of mice here and march away. If we can cut off 
the grain and fodder supply of Udupur, the work would 
be easily accomplisbed and the country would come 
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Qodet cur coptrol ’ But Siodhia did oot a^rce ... HU 
miiid chaoges every hour.” So, Tukoji iu dUgust left 
the j3anp at Bbauraaa on 2 June and marched bapck to 
hie otra station io Kota. 

Twelve days later we have a similar report from 
Siadhi&’e camp: ‘*The siege of Udaipur is boiog alaokly 
conducted. M^adji can take the citj any day that he 
pleases to deliver ao aeeaull The city contains 5,000 
infantry, grain is selling there at two seera per Rupee, 
but the inEQAtes can get out of it without diffienUy. Our 
gone are not beiog fired; oar trenches aro not being 
carried np to the walls; no effort ia being made to 
capture Udaipur and seat Ratan Singh on tiie gadi. 
Yaahwant Jiao Kbld had taken from the Rajputs a bond 
for 10 lakhe pay^le to the Peshwain mootiis, written 
in favour of tiie Peehwa. But Mabadji is not trying to 
make him give us orders for the payment of this money. 
The time is about to expire, but no prospect of realUiog 
it U in sight. An envoy from the Sikhs bae come to 
BabH, offering to join with 40,000 of their men and 
punish both the Jat Rajah and Kajib Khan.. .Mirza 
Bahim Beg enjoys the full coafrdenco of f^tU Kba, and 
prevents overy nndertaking from maturing.” 

Towards the end of July the negotiations promised to 
come to a oonclusioD, and it was reported from Mahadji’a 
camp that the contribniioo from Udaipur bad been 
settled at $4 lakhs,* in addition to which Ati Siogfa bad 
* Oat ci tins iademaky, S3 wen provided unmediUel;,— 
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promised to alieoate I 7 lakhs worth of laud in fsvoiir of 
Ratan Singh and dve lakbs for Mahadji Sindbis. The 
attempt to take (34 lakhs of Bupee^^ in ensb from the 
kingdom of Mown? in its tbeo condition was aa 
hopeful of saccess as a plan to draw blood oat of bIoqq. 
It onl 7 loft a acre porpcioallf open between the 
Maharana and the bouse of Sindhia A.t the end of 
Septeenber, Mabadji at last marched awaj from the 
oeigbbourhood of Udaipur, for aldiag Tukojl Holkar, who 
was then engaged in the siege of Ragbogarb io 
Kheohiwara. [SRZ). sxix. 87, 338*245.] 


§ 16. Fomsn relaihns of Maru ar, I7$l-17B7. 

Marwar onjojed a long peace so far as froedom from 
foreign iaonraloD ooold gire it peace. Bijaj Siogh’s 
uQwarlike character and failure to bind his nobles to his 
side by bold leadership sod politic treatmeot prevented 
him from entering into uiy ambitious scheme of coac^ueet 

or defensive coalition. His obo absorbing anxiety was to 

_j__ 

8 Ukbs io cash, and 26 lahhe in jrold, silver, jevels and orden no 
tribotary fihie& For (be bslance lakhs) the dsMnets of Jand 
jiran Nimacb and Uomn ivere aeC aside, to be adnunisUred 
ioiatly by the offleers of the Uabaraaa aztd (be Pcabwa This 
ftrnngenieot eonijoued till 1774, (Tod, i. ch. 16.) ISu Rsjpnt 
Ten(on pais the indemnity at 60 lakhs for chs Pesbwa and 34 
lakhs for 8uidhia’e eeuetaries; and adds that ZMU’na Slogb was 
ransomed for Ss. 60.000, and Ztatan S. get jsgirs yieUing 
Bs. TS.COO a year in Mandaor. Poll terms ia Ojha, 9SS—967. I 
follow tbs eonkmpciwy MaiaUii records. 
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guard himaelf from Madho Siogh of Jaipur who had 
given refuge to Bam Siogh, the dethroned hiog of 
Marwar, and was openly threatening to restore him by 
force. But the Jaipur Kajah’e entanglement with the 
Maiathas aod the Jat king and thereafter with hie 
Dohles, made it ioiposeible for him to undertake any 
expedition agaiast Bijay Singh, and the latter breathed 
freely. Quarrels with his beadetrong and disloyal 
nobles weakened Bijay Singh no less ^an hie enemy of 
Jaipur, and left both an easy prey to Maratba aggression. 
Every time a Maratha army entered their territory, the 
Kajput Courts without a single exception, held parleys 
with it» gained as much ^me as possible, and finally 
agreed to a subsidy the actual payment of which was 
beyond their capacity and agaiust their real wishes. 
SoncCbing was paid after long higgling aod threats by 
the Marathfl residents and the iovaders were bought off 
for the time.* 'Trocrastinatioo is the sole policy of 
these States,'^ as one of these tribute^ollecfors wrote 

* In Not. 1766, Aob;n( Ganeeh (SindMa’s diwao) iesUiled, by 
order of the Pwbva, Oorlnd Kneboa as qiladar of Ajmir fort (viu 
Bgpop Tahpir, dlaniissed for defalcetioo) and wm about to a«t ont 
for Harwar, when Yashirint B|bl6 ioterTeoed for a peaceful 
aattleaMOt; CAaran A]fi Earn agreed to pay 10 which Bijsy. 

^gh ratihed, and gave bonds for the tribute daa, aod thus arerted 
the inraeioD. Before Achynt conld collect any portion of 
moD^, he had to hastes to Jaipur to'help Madho B. against a con- 
hiaed 6ikh*Jat amy, and thereafter be was hurradly anmasoned to 
Sadat's side in the Gwalior district [dPD. xr?iL lOd, 99» 
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vitb bitter truth. Ajmir had been ceded to the Manthas 
in 1765 and cf^ntiaued to be held by theoj. This inglori¬ 
ous and moootonone course of hfarwar biston' was varied 
in 1767 by the visit of Javahir Siogb to Poshkar, where 
Bijay Singh met him by invitation (6 Nov. 1767.) On 
the back of the lake sacred to the Divine Creator, 
Jnwahir and Bijay Singh exchanged torbaoe in sign of 
foil brotherhood and vowed to wage a joiot wax of 
Kajputs and J ata for crushing the Marstbas and Najib 
Ehan in Hindustan. Bijay Singh invited Madbo Siagh 
to come to Pusbkar for cementing this coalition. Bat 
ths proud Kachbwa chief replied, sternly rebuking the 
head of the BatUor clan for having degraded him self by 
aitring on the same bench with "a eUly Jat, a tenant of 
the bouse of Jaipar, who bad aJwavs come to our feet oo 
the receipt of our summons. Ooiy the Mahsrana, the 
Rao Rajah and yourself are my peers." This letter 
threw Jawabir into a paroxysm of rage and he plunged 
headlong into a war with Jaipur which ncaxly ruined him. 
[Vam. Sk. 5720, 8PD. xxix. 162.] 

§ 17. lU/Uctionson Rajput 
The impact of Europeao civUiBarioo and of the 
European military system on India in the middle of the 
18tb century hit the Rajput warrior class hardest of all. 
[CL 6 § 1.] Their arms aod method of fighting proved 
manifestly out of date. Their strict isolatioQ within (he 
narrow and obsoure nooks of their homeland prevented 
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them from aoqairiag the now knowledge or moving with 
the times. la their ignoraocc some of their priocea 
Tsiolj sought to atrcogthen tbomselves by hiriog 
mercenaries with a thin tincture of European militAry 
knowledge and led by officers with second-hand European 
trainiog. Every Portaguese half-breed, or even a pure 
Native Christian of CK>a when dressed in a cast off 
European military costume, wsa believed to be a master 
of the new war, and was commissioned to raise a sepoy 
battalion for the local Hindu prince and thereby deepen 
the insolvency of hia State, without really adding to its 
streogtb in any way. 

For the Rajput chief or thakur, cooped up within his 
ancestral fort, nothing now remained, but to nurse his 
^rido, poverty, nod pedigree a yard long/ But to the 
fomished Scottish laird salvation came in the course of 
the espaneion of the British empire io this very second 
half of the 18th century. Many a Scottish estate was 
freedfrom encumbrances, more than one barony endowed 
in that rugged land oat of the spoils of Seriagapatam 
and Bharatpur, Lucknow and Delhi, or from the princely 
remuQcratioD of high office filled in the East under less 
stormy circumstances. Such a door of relief was, however, 
closed to the stay-at-home caste-bouod Kshatriya lordliog 
of Hiadastao. The housca of Jaipur and Bikaner had 
sprang to first-rate rank in Rajasthan as helpers io the 
maldog of the Mughal empire -y bat this race supplied 
not one lieutenant ia Eogland's conquest of the East 
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Shah Alau's Wasdbbwos, 1763-1771. 

§ 1. Shah Ahm 11, his charaefer. v 

'When tbe Emperor Alategir 11 fell uoder the 
aseassio’s knife (2D Nov. 1759), his eldest son and 
ejected Bucoeasor, PriQce Shab Alan, i?as a homeless 
wanderer on the face of the earth, irttU lyiog under the 
public ban of impennl repudiation which the domiaeering 
wazir had extorlcd from his terrorised father. More 
than twelve yean were to pass before hU wanderings 
ceased and he entered the throoeH^ity of his fathen as 
sovereign. During this period the capitel remained 
kiogless, but tbere was no uterregaum, as Shah Alam 
had proclaimed himself Emperor and celebrated hie 
accession in bis camp (23 Dec.) as soon as he heard of 
bis father's demise, and the legal rights of aorerelgD 
belonged to him, though he had not the meam of 
eserdsiog bis foil royal power in practice, ^ere was 
no rival Emperor in the realm, except for the nine 
months (30 Nov, 1769—10 Oct. 1760) when a pnppet 
of Imad-ul-mnik occupied the Delhi palace under the 
title of Shah Jahan 11. 

Mirsa Abdtzllah, better known by bis titles of All 
Oaubar (conferred on 10 Aug. 17 6i) and Shah Alazn 
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(coaferred od 24 April 1756 and boroe as Emperor), 
was tbe eldest soo of Alamglr U. At the time of bU 
fatber^s death he had jaeC completed bis BOch jear. 
Though he was not gifted with the ejrtraordioarj geuiua 
aod eneigy rec|uij:ed in the redeemer of a falleo 
mODarchy, he was the ablest of the princes of Delhi 
then aJWe. The life of negicct aod captivity that he 
had sbarod with his father rill the age of 25 bad preveo* 
ted iiim frooi acquiring experience of men and affairs, 
or developing his latent faculties. But bis character 
was as yet free from vice and slotb. He had learnt 
self-oootrol in the school of adversity and was willing 
to improve himself by study and inquiry. Above all, 
he had not yet fallen under the deadly beoumbiog 
ioflnenoe of that vacuity of life which springs from a 
sense of the impotence of cue’s position and ^e futility 
of all attempts to better one’s lot, and which drives 
its vicUm into utter iodolenee aod self indulgence as 
bis only solace. 

He bad tasted miaery and hardship, not only during 
his ^t twenty^five years as the prisoner of a rival 
royal br^cb, but even after his father's accession, 
when be had to dee away from the jealous fluy of the 
sll-powerful wa^ir. Nor was be without some experience 
ef office admioisCatioQ and warfare, though it was for 
too short a time aod la too small a sphere. The French 
Jean Law, who was often with him from 1758 
to 1761, draws a pleasing picture of the young prince. 
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Hd writes, "The Sbahzi^a passed for one of those who 
have had the best edacetion aad who have roost profited 
hj it Tbia eduoation coosiets particalariy in the 
knowledge of loli^on sod of the Orion tal tongncs, of 
historyt ^tid the writrag of one's academic excrdses 
well. In effect, all that I oould pereoiFe decided in 
bis favour. He is familiar with the Arahio, Persian, 
Turki ai)d Etodustani languages. He loves reading 
and never passes a day without employing some honra 
In it... He is of an inqoiriog mind, natorally gay aad 
free in his private society, where he frequentiy admita 
bis principal military cffcera in whom he has conHdenoe." 
[M4ifunre,m.\ 

§ 2. Gzues of Shah Alam'^t failure : the fuoral 
decay of ik$ Mughal nobiiiiy. 

In short, Shah Alain’s cbaraoter at this time was 
one of promise. Oiren proper in strum ente and favour¬ 
able circumstances he might have succeeded in restoring 
the Delhi monarchy. But It was the tragedy of his life 
that he was called upon to set right a world that was 
out oi joint morally even more than politically. 
where could he fiftd a single faithfnl friend or able 
lieutenant All the men who gathered rouad him 
during his str ugg le for a kingdom were selfish zneo, 
shady adventurers, or pretenders to baronies or public 
offices, whose one was to use his prestige as lawful 
Emperor to oust the men in poseessioo of the coveted 
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lu)d«d estate or Govern meat post. Even an aogel 
vrould have to beat his wiogs iacifeotualiy io each a 
foul atmosphere, heavy with the iaerUa of an age>oId 
decadent society and State The character of the 
peerage that oow represented Yaaiin>ud-daulah and 
SaduUah, Mir Jumla and Aeaf Jah, filled every true friend 
of the Delhi monarchy with despair. As Jean Law 
spoke la the bitternees of disappointmeat to the historian 
Gbulam Husain Ehan(m April 1759),—‘'1 have travelled 
overywhere from Bengal to Delhi, but nowhere have 
I foand anything from any one except oppression of the 
poor and plundering of wayfarers. Whenever I wanted 
that one of these famous potentates, like Sbuja, Imad and 
their peers, out of a regard for honour and a desire for 
the regulation of the Government, ahonld undertake to pat 
in order the affairs of Bengal and suppress the English 
(usuipcra of that province], not one of then felt any 
iucUnatioo to this task. They did not once weigh in 
th^ minds the praiseworthiness or shame of their 
conduct... The Indian cobles (um<ira) are a set of 
disorderly inconsistent blockheads, wbo exiet solely for 
raining a world of people.” ii. 257.] Shah 

Alam himself, after years of bitter experience, came to 
the same eooclusion. As he wrote in 176$ : “Through 
the parfidionsness of the nobility and vassals this anarchy 
has arisen, and every one proclaims himself a sovereign in 
his own plaoe, and they are at variance with one AQoteer, 
the stmog prevailing ovsr the weak ... In thig 
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delusion ud d«ooh, His Msjesij, places oo dependence 
CO the semces or professioos o! loyalty of soy one but 
tbe English chiefs." [CPC. ii. 1101,8S6. Shakir, 107.] 
The highest noble in the laod and hereditary claimant 
to the imperial ChaDoellonb^ was Imad-uUmolk. But 
apart from the deadly malignity irbiob be bore to Shah 
Alam aod hie kio, load had fallen off from the high 
standard of capacity that he bad diapl eyed io the abii^Ie 
with Saidar Jaog six years earlier. He eeeme to bave 
cow taken after his maternal grandfather, the foroer 
wasir QAcnruddlo Ehao Itunad-ud*daalah, and found 
the highest wiedooi in lettiog maUere drift and doing 
oothing himself. But he lacked that gay toper's uniform 
coQrteaj, geoiality of spirit, and sTeraion to bloodshed. 
Thou^ bis iotelieot was very keen, bis capamty for 
action soems to bave been paralysed. To tbe lioentioii^ 
ness and sloth which be shared with most othor nobles, 
be added a deceitfulnesi, cowardice and sadistic love of 
cruelty all his own. Jean Law, wbo often met bim, 
writes, “1 have oot seeo in his coodoct anything but 
much deception and a cruelty that revolts. He has 
almost always tbe roeary in bis band, bat hia devotion 
IS nothing but hypocrisy. He oaosed to be iobomaoly 
massacred those in whom be appeared to have the 
greatest cooddence aod to whom be was actually indebted 
for his elevation." [JfinROira, 179.] 

Thus, by an irony of Fate, though Shah Alam was 
the lawful Padishah of Delhi, his hereditary wazir was 
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hi? tDortal and this vezir was the nomioes of th^t 

two e&osfsst Powers in India, the Pashwaacd the Jat 
Bajid). Bat the blood of his murdered father and slam 
foHowere raa as as impaatable stream between Shah 
Alam and Imad. Najib-ud-danlah was probably strong 
enodgh to imstaJ and uphold him oq the throne of Deihi^ 
provided that Imad did not bring the Maratbas again to 
oust him and be could - be sure of secoilog in time the 
intiter expensive aid of AbdalL in such a danger. But 
}?aj(b was not prepared to make an^ sacrifice or run an^ 
risk of - eataogleaeot -for the sake of his fugitive 
sovereiga. i^or oould Shah Alam be entirelj free from 
snapiokm r^^arding the Robda chieftain. During Ahmad 
Snh’s invasion of the Afghans all over India hod 
openly talked of expelling the Turki dynasty of Babor 
from Delhi aud restoring the Afghan sovereignCy that 
had yielded place to the Mughal. Abdali's defeat at 
Idanupnr had averted that catastrophe in 1748, but now 
after their crowning victory at Panipat, what Power waa 
left in Northern India- to make even an hour’s eCand 
against such a design of the exultant Afghan race ? 
What protection had Shah Alam from the extermination 
of bis family if be put himself helplessly within the 
reach of Napb ? [CPC. iii. 270.] 

§ 3. CharacUr of Bht^a-windaulah. 

Tlue the facta of tiie political situation drove Shah 
Alam mto the arms of Shoja-ad^aolah, and as Shuja 
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was the actual iziaDag«r of all their joint^eDterprisea for 
recoar^ueriag lost proviaceo and Bubduiog rebellioa& 
vasa&is, and Shah Alant merely the sleeplog partner 
who leut the legality and prestige of bis aacae,—bat &o 
other capital,—to these ondertakiage, the result was 
determined by Shuja’g character and secret policy. 

Shuja-ud'daulab as a choice for tbe waslrahip was 
even worse tbao Imad-ul-mulk. Aa Jean Law oharao- 
terises him from personal obseryalioo, ^'Shuja is the 
most bsodsoms person that 1 have seen In India. He 
towers over the waslr [ImidJ by hia figure,—the latter 
being scoali,—‘and I believe also by the qnalitiee of 
his heart, but he has to yield to him [Iraad] in all that 
relates to the spirit. He is occupied in nothing but 
pleasures, hunting and the most violent azerdsee.’' 
Such was his character in 1756‘i?61. Late r , a not 
unfriendly English obeerver sketched it thns : ‘‘Shnja- 
nd‘danlab was not endowed with the genius of a soldier. 
He wanted that valonr, or courage, which is ever shown 
in the event of common danger. He evinced throughout 
tbs fiuhela war a marked pusillanimity, sheltering 
himself in the rear and betraying evident signs of fe». 
He had acquired an extensive ktiowlet^ in the practice 
of every species of deceit and could perforin widr 
facility every character that wae nsosssary to coaduot 
the varione purposes of delnsion or treachwy. 
Oensrosity did not form a fixed part of his dispositaon. 
He was equally rapacious in acquiring, as eordid 
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Id preservidg wealth. His excesses io venery, which 
koew DO coDtro), led him to commit actions derogatory 
from hie etatioQ, as well as |>eroioious to his health. 
Qis harom was filled with wives and concubines, to 
Dumber, it is said, ot eight huodred, from whom 
were born to him fifty childreo."* 

§ 4. Shah Alam'M adv$ntur6ii, afUr fsc<ipc 
/row Dtlhi, May 2758. 

AVe have seen in Chapter 17 § 18*10 how Prince 
6 hah Alam’a attempt to carve out a fiof for himself in 
the lUbtak diatrict even under the Kmperor’e letter 
peteot bad failed, how be had defeated the jealoue 
warir’e pi»a for arreetiDg him io hia Delhi oiaoalon 
(19 May 1758), and how after cutting hia way through 
the ring of assail ante he had made a fresh attempt to 
aeoure a foothold Id tho Bobtak-Risar region, and then, 
on being abandoned by his Maratba ally Vital Sbivdev 
and even his Delhi retainers, he had "turned hie face 
to the path of the wilderoesa io sole reliance on God," 

* Taw, Uamoin, 18L 0. Focetet Jowney, i, 16^186. But 
SAuia's fairly auceeuful eoadnet of nveuDo sod war tfter bo hid 
eoearsd Eofidisb pmlectioa, wbnb so fifoutbly impimod George 
Forstor. wae due ODtlrely to tbo bind of able sod devoted geaersla 
a&d civil odiDioiiUBton that doog to bia bouee. Ahoad Shah 
Abdsli, a abrewd judge of character, at once uw through Shujs’i 
deei^oeble character and. therefore, before loatiag India Io 
Mirdi 1791 Dommatod bia eoemy Inad se va«lr of Delhi isftead 
a bis ptrthaa SbnjC. ShoiS dnutken (Sbahr, 83); Howitbua 
Trawf Ilf jfirfm 80. SFD. xrvii 297. ni l£7. 183. 
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and crossed orer to the Barba Sayyida’ country at 
Miraopar in the middle Boab, about 12th August. Here 
Najib waited on him oo the 19 th with costly preseota 
aod furniture and undertook to feed his honsebold and 
troops. The rainy season was now fully oo^ and the 
prince had to halt here for some months. Here he added a 
Sayyid girl to hia harem under the title of Mubarak 
Mahal. Bat Majib was not prepared to proToke a war 
with the wazir and hie Maratha backers by supporting 
the prince in any attack npon the imperial dominiooe ; 
he merely advised him to seek the help of Shaja-nd- 
daulah, who was the hereditary enemy of Iruad and the 
strongest noble in Hindustan. 

Buriog this halt at Minopur> Shah Alam received 
an invitation from Muhammad QuU Klian, (popularly 
called Mirza Euchak), the first cousin of dhajS and the 
imperial governor of Allahabad, to come to him, with 
promise of support in the attempt to conquer Bihar. 
Leaving Minopur at the end of November, with a large 
number of the out'of-work Sayyid wairiors, he crossed 
the Ganges into Rohilkhand, aod rapidly marched eooth 
towards Lucknow, takbg many Buhelas into hie servzoe 
on the way. ShujS datifnJIy waited on him twelve miles 
outside his capital, on 7th danoary 17 aztd ofPered him 
many costly prseents and a lakh of £npe«e. Withoot 
delaying longer than a week here, the prince started for 
Allahabad by the advice of Shuja, who promiaed to cone 
quickly behind him after nakiog his preparations. 
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Reacbiog Jhusi, opposite Allaliabftd, on 23rd January, 
Shah Alam baited for 13 days aod resumed iiia marcii 
OD Biltir about lOtli February, aocompaoied by Md. 
Qoli’a coQtingeni and also fresh loTiea * raised by hiis- 
self mth Shuja’a monej' or more proniaee. By way of 
Mirzapur (13 Feb.), Mughal Sara:, Sayyid Basi, the 
ICarmoSaa rirer ($ March) aod Daudoagar, he reached 
Phul^^ri, seven miles west of Patna on isth March, 

§ 5. Shah Alam's first invation of Bihar, J750. 

Meantime, tbo report of the coming invasion and 
the prioco’s letters demandiug tribute and homage from 
the goreniors of Bengal aod Bibar had caused coosterna* 
tioa to Patna. Bajab Bam ^riyan, the deputy govenor 
of Bihar, was regarded as an enemy and marked out for 
spoliation by Mir Jafsr All Khan, tho new Kawnb of 
Bengal, and he had wisely secured Col. Clive’s protec¬ 
tion. He sent off frantic appeals Co Calcatte for armed 
idd. At first tho Bengal aathoritiee knew not bow to 
lawfully oppose the Emperor's eon. But thetaalioious 
waair Imad-ul-oiulk, io order to frustrate Sbab A lam 
oooe again, forced the puppet Emperor to appoint 
another piince, Hediyef Bakhsh, subabdar of Bibar and 
issue letters deacunciog Shah Abim as a rebel, 26 
February. [TAL8. 1996.] 

There was a grsat delay io ficdag out an army from 

* Shah Alam raised a Tsst array by eoliakio^ erery mu who 
oame so him. TAlS. 196b. 
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Beogat, ae the soJdian' pay had ran into arr$ara for 
aeveral moatbe and the new Nawab's treftaary was empty 
after the enormous boaoties escorted by bis English 
creators. But Clive realiMd the nature of the crisis at 
Patna and aC last started with an army from Bengal, 
writiug Co lUiQ Narayaa to hold out and to Shah Alam 
that as a proclaimed rebel he would bo opposed by the 
Kogiisb. 

Before this, in the middle of March, whea the priace 
Arrived so close to Patna and no movemBnt of a relieving 
army from Be q gel was reported, Mr. Amyatt, the Chief 
of the English factory in Pafoa, vacated the city with 
his officers, after advising Bam Narayaa to play for 
time and finally act as ho received reinforcements or not. 
So, the Bajab, after taking asaDrancea of safety, humbly 
wuted on the prince and made presents. Through Md 
QuU fonr krorss of Bupees and all the artillecy in Patna 
fort were demanded from him [TALS. 204h.j He had 
not even a hundredth part of tbia money. 8o, he went 
back to Patna after promising to collect the tribute 
there. The prince's supreme manager Md Quli Khan 
was brave, bat a fool and a pIeasure>Beeker. He oow 
plunged into diaeipadon and the prince into daily 
banting, as if the province had beeo already woo. 

On 21st March the prince removed bis camp to 
Jafar Khan's garden, east of Patna city. Bam 
Narayao, being now informed of the Soglisb army's 
Approach under Clive himself, turned out the prince's 
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tribute-colleoton ftiid shut the eity g&tea io defence. 
liQCDcdiately Md. Quit Ehaa uarcbed out to aeaauH the 
city (SSrd Maceb), but returned at the ecd of the day 
after doiog uothiug, The eboU from the fort*wabe, also, 
paMtd over the beada of bis crowded ranks bittiog 
bOQc! Thia ai^e of Patna ended in total failure^ 
On 3rd April M. Jean Law, iovited froai 

Ckbatrapur, reaobed Sbab Alnm’a camp. Next 

day, the prince made a desperate assault on Patna, 
but it WAS repulsed with a loss of 200 slain, though one 
old bastioo of tbe city wall (near Mahdigan)) collapsed. 
Next moroiog during a couaoil of war, Md. Quli Ehan 
became highly angry with tbe prinoe, who wae secretly 
trying through Tahiya Ebaa (son of Zakariya Ebau of 
labor) to make terms with Kam Xarayan. Tbe prince 
personally went to his general's tent and pacified him. 
But next day news arrived that an Eogliab army was on 
the way, and had already croiard tbe frontier peat of 
Bihar (SakrigaH.) Au advanced detachment from it by 
rapid marohiog entered Patoa on the $tb. So, the prinoe 
decampod towards the eouth. On tbe 20tb be learnt that 
Sbuja had aeired Allahabad foii by treachery four days 
earlier. Md. Quli immediately (23rd) set out for bis 
provioce, leaving the prince, who sought tbe help of 
Pablwao Siogb, samindar of Bbojpur (27 April.) But 
Bam Narayao with the Bengal army under Mirao raided 
Pahlvao Singh’e country (10 May) and after a long figbt 
defeated him and his patron, putting both to 
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Tbc baffled prices evacuated Bihar, and arrived near 
Mirs&pur oo I6tb May. Leaviog that place on 27(b 
Juoa, be reached Bewi, at the invitation of iu Rajah, on 
20tb July. Here he halted for the rainy season. 

^ b. Shah Atom crowm himself. Second invasion of 
Bihai’ and raid into Bengal, 2760. 

Towards the end of October 1759, Shah AUro left 
RewS, and by way of Mirsapur (12 l?ov.) oiarcbedto 
Saaeram in South Bihar (7 Deo.), and thence to GboCauli, 
(6 osllea north of Son East Bank railway statioo) 
(80 Dec.) At this last etatioR he received the news of his 
father’s murder at Delhi (on the 29 (b November before), 
and sat oo the throoe, proclaiming himself Emperor 
under the title of Shah. Alam II, on the 24th, though 
bis regnal year was ordered to be connted from the day 
{1st Jama<ii-ul-awwals21 Dec.) oo which he heard of 
hla father's death, He aent hie tmeted officer Uoiiir-ad> 
daulab to Abdali to beg for hie support, and offered the 
waairshlp to Shuja. Kaog^r Khan, an Afghan of the 
Main clan, and aamindar of Nurhat (in the O^ya district) 
joined him with Sve tiioosand men, and proved a maoh 
abler and more faithfol adherent than Md. Quli EUiao. 

Withont any regular treasure or traiued army of bii 
own, Shah ^lam in hia three Bihar oampaigna only 
raised raw levies and attracted shady adventurers to 
lead them, Uoluckily for him, these scratch troops were 
pitted against English-trained and Eoglisb-Icd sepoys, 
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&nd the geoius oi CIWc, great in war^ greater still in 
diplomacy. Tbe prlnoe^s sole strength lay in cavalry, of 
vbioh the Coiupany^e army had none, andthoBeoge] 
Nawab'e army an inferior claee, fit only for pursuiog 
broken fugitives. But tbe Delhi cavalry was powerless 
for offence against Biltish eopoys so long as their 
muoitiou was not exhausted, and broke in utter rout 
before the well-handled Englieh guns, to which Shal) 
A lam had oothlag to oppose. Heooe oven Law's 
Frenohnen,—a baadful, could not turn tbe tide of Shah 
Alam’s defeat” 


* Shab Alim's «]n>editioni ioto Bihar, io 1700. 1700 end 
176t.—( 1 ) Ohoktt Ab's Alom namak, most 

deiiiled ia biqss and dates, sutheDtle offldsi history from 
imperisi reronle. (2) Hun a Lei merely copies Ihis book end bu 
110 Indspendent raluo. (fl) TALS vid (i) DC, ibou^ very brief, 
are absolut^y eonteroporary, orifdne), end correct and useful for 
suppleisootinjr a All. tO) CPC 1. an iosaluable primary source 
(or dates and Engfish moremeoti and pdky ; bsMmee detailed 
after 1701, but too meagre before. (6) IrouEda's ffarratii* o( 
17» and 1701, la AtiaUe Annmi Jltpsttr. eolil, (I800i, "Mlicellt- 
oeoue IVacts/' pp. aad (7) Oablaod's B»lden» Id tbe Pint 
Beport, are Aret^rate orlgiatl aotboritiea from (be Eoftliah tide. 
(3) Broome’i tUtfoy of Ms Benffoi Am^ ji a very Incid aad 
useful cempUafioa, though requiring cor r e ot lpo ia tbe light of the 
Peruo sources not kaowo to him, bis sole relUnce beiug oa Sigw. 
(8) Jean Uw, ifiwiws sut VBmpin J&gof, ed. Martioeat, aod 
(10) «sfnf^»/-muteW*A«rv» ?alaaMe for what tbe authors persoa- 
illy witoeased.^ths former hr rallltary operations aad the latter 
for the diploaatic awree and erenta in aod outeide Fataa; but 
both were present on tbe scene for limiMl periods only. (U| 
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The now Koiperor wbilcd awaj precioas days in 
holding grand ecTemonles and ooroDatlon rejoioinga aud 
la'Viahly bestowing hvpecboUoal titles and inflated 
waniQh$ which had not the remotest chance ot ever b^g 
translated into reality by the engagement of any corree- 
ponding military force or grant of fiefa capable of 
maintaining them. Earn Karayan used this respite in 
completing hie defence, summoned the local tanindare to 
his aid, and assembled a body of 40,000 men, according 
to rumour. Theee were untrained rustioe, without 
the backbone of some expert squadrons and several 
experienced captains that stiflened the Emperor’s 
army. I^rd Clive sailed for Home on 5th February 
1760, bnt he had already despatched to Blhsr two 
coiOpleto battalions of sepoys, BOO Enropean infantry 
and 6 field pieces (served by 50 European gunners) 
under Maji^r Cailland, backed by 15,000 lodlgeoous 
horse and foot and 25 guns under the Nawab’s son 
^diq AU Klian (popalary called Mirao.) This force 
etsuted from Murshidabad on 18th January, and after 
oroasiog the Sakrlgeli pass resumed its march on Patoa 
on 7th February. 

Meantime, Bam Narayan withoot waiting for these 
retnfcrcemeots, bad isened from Patna and pven battle 
to the imperialists st Masumpnt on 9tb February ; 
but three of bis divisional commanders treacherously 

?6ra(RonsA U a later oom^adou and has no iadepeodent vslaa 
before 1766. Tte Uaratbi records are natunJly silent. 
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vent over to the enemy in the heat of the actioiij the 
imperial army displayet) superior spirit and leadership, 
and Ram Narayao had to retreat to bie fort defeated 
and wouoded. Pour oompaoies of Eogliah sepoys were 
out off with all their throe European officers, iocluding 
CapUio Gochraoe. The Emperor came close to Patna 
on tbe 17th, but did not Tenture to attack it Major 
Cal Hand pushed up and on the 2 2 ad oompJetely defeated 
him at Sherpur The refnsal of the Nawab's cavalry to 
obey die Eoglish commtoder enabled tbe Emperor to 
retire unbroken to Bibar city (28 Feb.) * 

« UftiQTBpur, MuMfirnpour, S 0. e. of Faiua tod eloH to 
B^knathpnr, ia Btanell'i B. Mia», 8h. 8. Sfittpur. 4 m. e. e. o( 
SakhtSarpor VeUwty eUMon, acd eoath of tbs Utbaoi rim which 
ruo» here couth of tod parellei to tbe Oao(i(M. Another fiberpor, 
5 n. rrett of Dlntpor U not tbe place. Ibe Enperor'e roote to 
Benxal li thut aivea by Oboltm All (1. :'Rihar city, 

28 Feb,—Sbaikbpurt (IS m. a of Blhtr), 1 tod 2 March—StJimpor 
(t iilamAogcf, 20 ra. o, w. of Oldbenr), 9*B March—Gbfttikob 
(f Cbaash ffhM, l€ o. doe west of Oldhour), 10 Mar. Jakai(<-CKeK 
or Foit Haatlofce, 24 0 . 1 . of Gidbour), IL Kar.—Aaarda 
(T Operesitda. 90 q. a of I>eof(bar) 19 Uar.—JaB^aoit (90 n. n. e 
of Pacbet and e. of the Ajay), 90 Mar.—Balia (6 a. a. e, of Garb 
Biahsopar and a. of the Dalkiabor rim). SO Mar.—Biabonpur— 
Damodar erovied. i April—Bdkbw (6 m. w. of Bordwan, ReoDell 
6b. 7). 7 Apr. Keturo :—Jeapoa, 14 Apr. Deojthar—Bam Barai 
(near Patea), 90 ApriL Sroone gim bia ootwari ronSa tbo« 
Bibar—jooetioo of (he Otngea and ibe Kahaol (».».. near Sbaikb' 
pnxa>—UaUupnr (10 m. a. of Gldbonr)—I>eo|d)tf—Operbaoda— 
Lakar koada-Okers—Mankar—Belkbaa, 6 Apr. ntptirtuinfformy 
ef Cbetfawf md Uirtm /UtoaM Mu mp route, but a/Ur Okero 
(urmd •aeteerde * Jietrtpuikoi. Co joia tbe Nawab. 
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Here, UDder KSmgar Khao’e able guidaooo Ka 
followed the bold aod original plaa of eending bie 
artillery and bt^gagc back, puahing on through the 
unkoown bUIe aod juogles of aouth-eastero Bibar witJi a 
ligbtW ecjaipped body of select hone, and eorprisiog 
Mnrehidabad, which now lay utterly defeaoelase. The 
thrast penetrated, by way of Peoghar aod MSnkar and 
across the I^modar river, to Blshnupor, where a htaratba 
force under Sheo Bhat Sithf joined him. But the 
raiders hesitated, gave up (heir oc^gwal objsctaTs, (be 
Bengal capital, and lost pre^ue days. The raid failed, 
for Cailland, nadergoing indescribable hardships, 
followed close on the Emperor's track, effected a junction 
with Nawab Jafar All Eban and a detschiaent from 
Calcutta at Mangalkot (30 miles north of Burdwan) and 
blocked tbe road to Murshidabad. On 7th April, there 
was 8 skirmish and some exchange of gun fire between 
the Efsperoris vanguard which had crossed the Damodir 
and the fall English force advanced to Belkhaa. Eamgar 
lost bear^ set fire to his tents, and beat a hurried retreat 
wi(h the Ehnperor by tbe same route, and arriving again 
before Patna, which was now totally decoded of Ikigluh 
troops, attacked it from a dlstacoe. But on 38(h April, 
Captain Enoz by an incredibly rapid maroh came up 
from Beagal and relieved the city. The Emperor raised 
the uege, and fell back on RSol Sarai (30th April), 
^ere he was joined by M. Joan h^w. But it was too 
Utefor his suocess. After lingering for two months 
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more ia South Bibar and being further disheartened by 
the defeat of bis partisan Kt^iip Haeain (tbe usurper of 
Puraia) by Kqox at Hajipnr (111 June}, Sbah Alam 
retired from the proTinco aod reached the bank of the 
JamuQft in August, 1760. 

§ 7. S/iak Alain and Law invade Biluir offain, ITSJ. 

At the end of tbo rainy season, Sbah Alam invaded 
Bibar for the third time, accompanied by Jean Laiv and 
hie Frenohoieo. But hia army was now without money, 
discipluie, heavy guns, or even an adequate muoition 
supply. Id spite of this heart-breaking handicap, I^w 
served him troly to the last. Xbe end came on 16th 
January 1701, when at the village of SuSu (6 miles west 
of Bihar city) Col. Oarnao defeated tbo iuperialistaand 
captond Lew nii<l hia French o/Boers. All bis liopee of 
independence cruehed, and in utter penury and lack of 
eupporters, the sovereign of the Delhi ompiie now sued 
for the meroy of the English. They, on their part, wore 
eager to placate him and remove the taint of illegality 
from their lata measures against him. , On dth February 
Shah Alam visited Garaac at Gaya and was highly 
honoured by him and escorted to PStoa, where he lodged 
in the fort asd began to bold Court Here the new 
Bengal l^awab Qasiai AU Khan waited on him (12 Uaroh), 
paid his tribute and humbly sought imperial coDfirmation 
of (he high office to which he had been lately called 
{20 October 1760) by the grace of tbe Saglish. Kaa^ 
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Ebaa was defeated by Captain ChanpioD, and the 
Emperor uodor preaaare from the EngHsh dismissed him 
from bie service. The English settled upon the puppet 
sovereign an allowance of Rs. 2^0 a day, in return for 
coo5rming tbeir political arraDgements in Bengal and 
Bibar. 

Meantiise, the battle of Paoipat had been fou^t, 
Delhi had been cleared of the Marathas, and the Dnrnoi 
coDf^aeror had aet out on his return bone after 
Qomioatiog Sbab Alam as Emperor and writiog to him to 
come and occupy Delhi. So, the Emperor issued from 
Patna fort (12 April) at the invitation of Shuja-ud-daulah 
who undertook to escort him to his capital. The English 
refused to proceed with him beyond tlie western 
boundary of Bibar, and took a courteous leave of the 
Emperor on the bank of the EarmuiUa (22 May.) ShujE 
met his sovereign at Saxai Sayyid SSri on 19tb June 
aud the two reached Jajoiaa on 23rd July, where the 
Emperor went into caatonments for the rainy season. 

^ 8. Shah Alam’s BundelkhandcampaiffH, 1762. 

2fareh t^taxrds JMhi faiia, 2 7$8. 

Protn this place Sbah entirely moved by the 

leading abiogs of Sbuji^nd-daulah, started on ?tb Nov. 
1761 for the recovery of his dotnbions in BuBdelkhand. 
Here, aa well ae in the adjacent tract of North Ualsn, 
the Mantba dominion bad bean shaken to ite fouo dadoes 
by their defeat at f^olpat. All the local samiodars 
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«outb of tbe JmiioA ftnd the Chftobftl^Jat, E&jput, 
AbtT, Bnadela and Rahcla—had rieeo agaiast the 
Marathaa, atopped (be payment of reveoue and tribatp, 
and even occupied the villages belonging to the latter. 
Not a pice coo Id bo oollec(ed ; the garrison of Gwalior 
fort bad received no salary for two years. The evil was 
aggravated by the dying Pesbwa'i intbilUy to send 
rsiaforceaents and the traaeon of several local officers 
^notably Oaoaah Saobhaji) who wont over to the 
iaperialieta. Into this dsfsoooleas and distracted country 
Shuja ootered early in January 1762, crossing the Januna 
at ISIpL That post surrendered without opposition. 
Then Moth was taken, and Jbaasl itself (L Feb.) after a 
abort reaistauoe. Tbe Bnndela obiof s of Urobhi and ^atia 
eenttribate to their lovereigo. Shuja, whom Shah A lam 
liad appointed his watir iu the preceding June, at last 
put the wazir’s robes on and Srst signed offioial papers 
in tbit capacity on 15 Feb. 1?62. Then, by way of 
JalSIpur (HI Marob), he marobed upon Maboba, but 
could not subdue its Bajab Hindupat, tbe greaC-graodeoii 
.of Che famous Chhatrasal. So, the espedidou returned 
aeroee the Jaoinoa, aud the Smperor encamped lor the 
rainy season at Sheorajpur, iu the Cawspur district. 
[8F2). xrvii 872, xxiz 18. G. AU it 112-140. Muoa Lai, 
2d>58. Imad, 86.] 

Early next year (1768), the Emperor, escorted by tbe 
wanr, marched to ^kandrabad in tbe middle Doab, 

BumiBmlng (he Bobela and Bangasb chief e to joia him 
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and conduct biro to Delhi. Abroad Bangash had reason 
to fear Shuja’s amblUon and so proved recusant Sltaja 
was about to go to war with him, when Hafiz Kakmat, 
Dundi Kbait and Xajib arrived (April), interviewed the 
Emperor and forced Shuja to give up his designs against 
the Nawsb of Farrukbabad. Bui these desigaa had 
alieoated all the Afghans from Sbnja. To make matters 
worse, a eectariaQ riot with bJoodehed broke out between 
the troops of Shuja and Najib, who were respeotively 
of the Shia and Sunoi faith. Tbe plan of installing 
the Emperor at Delhi hy a united Muslim force broke 
down, the Bubelas retnracd to their homes (middle of 
May) and tbe Emperor to Allahabad for psastng tbe 
raicy season.* 

§ 9. Shah Alam inaJM pwu %eith the English 1765. 

Early ne:tt year, 1764, a new opening for the 
iovaslon of Bihar presented itself, when Kawab Qaaim 
All Khan, deposed and expelled by the English from the 
province (iu Deo, last), visited the Emperor (February 
17$4) and bought bis support and that of hU wazir in a 
war for the recovery of bis own, by paying' them 10 and 
17 lakhs respectively. The invasion of Bibar that 
fallowed and which the be^leas Emperor's apolo^sCs 
truly ascribed to tbe greed of Shuja, ended in the waair'a 
crushing defeat at Buxar (93 October 1764) and Soally 

• Nur, 6V-C0. Ghnlsm AU^ i 1^167. Ibral llMlG. 
1}»nd-u$‘udal. S7'9l (imp) Huns Lai, 54*01 
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fttKori (3 May, 1765), and the complete proetratioo 
of Oudh at the feet of the Soglieh. The derelict 
Emptfor, ivho had bceo ioedited by Shuja before the 
battle of Bazar and abandooed after it, took shelter 
with the Eoglieb aod woe honourably lodged by them 
in AHababad fort, which they took in hie name on 
U Febroary, Benaiee aod Chunar having been 
previouely occupied.* 

Lord Olive returned to India on 8rd May and 
speedily inarched up country, meeting the penitent 
8hnja at Benares (3 Aug.) and the grateful Kmperor 
at Allahabad (9 Aug.) He concluded formal treaties 
with both. By the Treaty of Allahabad, dated 
16th August, the Knglieb restored to 6bu)a-ud-dau]ab 
all hia doDiniuDB with tbo exception of Chunar (which 
wai rotaioed by the Cnglleh), t))e dietriots of KorS aud 
AJJtthabad (which were ceded to the Emperor), and the 
atmindari of Booaree inoludlcg Oliizipur {which was 
reserved to the family of Rajah Bslwaot Singh, 
uuder Eaglish protection, though legally subordiaate 
to tbo blawab of Oadb.) Sbuji agreed to pay 
fifty lakhe to the English to cover the ezpeases 

* SAoJa’s Bilur eampalga (17M) end Kngilisb adruce to 
AUababad (1766) -.^CPC. L (bes^f, Broooie (ooapilttioo, bo( well* 
wriUsQ). 3i^. Ottakar Ouiw. Oboiira AU, IL, ibrtA Hie b»t 
aooouat of tbo bsUJe of Boxer, a cosMnportry ou. ia ihe 
Ifldia Office. Loadoo, prints by Oldluuu la Joumai, 3. sC. 0, 
£. 530^ 1926. Treatiee of Ang. of litaim <» 

(loada 1612), pp. sa>64; Broome, Appeodix im-lrt. 
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of the recent war, and to bind himeclf with tbc 
EiigUeli in an alliance of contoal armed aupport. 
After ^e battle of Busar tKe English general had 
promised to giro the Emperor all the territoriaa of the 
fugitive Shuji. But he waa aow given onlj the districts 
of Kora and Allahabad^ with an eatimated revenae of 
28 lakhe a year, and assured of the Bengal tribute 
of 26 lakhs per annum (from wbicb two lakhs were 
reserved in writing for ^liraa Najaf Khan.) An EDgliah 
force waato be posted at Allahabad for the protectioo 
of the Emperor as long as Decessarj. In return for 
these the Etupecor, by a farman signed on 12tb August 
(with an addition on tbo 19&)j confirmed the English 
East India Company in all the possessions they held 
in his territories, aod also granted them the diu^ni 
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa (the last subah now com> 
prising the Mldnapur district ooly.) This grant meant 
that the English were legally empowered to take all 
the revenue proceeds of these three aubahs, after 
dedacUng 26 lakhs for the Emperor, the szpeoses of 
the administration of Beogal and the maintenanoe oi 
the Nawab family of Murahidabad (50 aod the 

cost of the military defence of these provinoee. 

The rcanit of it sll was that Che Eoaperor became an 
English peoMcnsr, and Shuji a protected Britiah vassal 
in effect, ^oo^ di^Ued nodac the title of an eqnal 
aad independent ally, who bad afterwards to rodnen 
his army and secure English approval in appointing 
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his isinistm, but merely es iAsUnces of the purity 
of bid frieodsbip with the Boglish. In July 1766, 
Lord Clive held e "Coogreee” et ChSprI (in 
north Biher), which wee attended by 8hujS*ud* 
dauJah in person and the evoye of tbe Emperor, the 
Jat Rajah and the Buhela ohiefa Here a treaty was 
entered into by them for mutual defence agninst any 
Mantba aggression. The Emperor, who had conferred 
the wasirship of the empire (aa diariimt fron) the 
aabahdari of Oudh) upou his son ou being abandoned 
by SKuja at the end of 1764, now uoder preaiiire from 
Clive reitorod the Chaooenorsbip to ShujS. [OPC.n. 
1044.1 

§ 10. Whf/ Shah Alam nw rof/er to f/o to /Mthi. 

Now began for Shah Alan n long period of settled 
and ooffifortablo reaidonco (I765-1771I at Allahabad. 
He waa a aoverdgn without a capital or any hand in 
the admioistratioo no doubt, but he was nleo eaved 
from atarvatioo aud guarded from attaok, thanks to tlie 
flnglieb. Of this uoaveotfal period in his life a 
detailed Account would be out of place in our history. 
Bat it was impoasibic for him to cease hankering for 
a return to Delhi, as a visible symbol of hie full 
sovereignty. This natural desire had been recognised 
by the Engliab who had promised aa early aa 26 May 
1761 to escort him to Delhi with their foroea. This 
promise had been repeated year after year, and eveo^ 
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by Lord CliTO in 1765 ; i( still stood at tbo eod of 
1767 ; but it was nevf.r fal6Ued ; at one time the war 
with Haidar Alt absorbed aJl the Hhiglish foroes. io 
other years the pledge was to be honoured "after the 
ndna’'* At last Sbab Alain became convioced that 
these raiDS would never end; for the Ivoglieh persiated 
in advising him, through their devoted inetnimeut at 
his Codrt, Munir-ud^danlab, that it would be a danger 
and loss to him to leave the security of Allahabad aod 
venture on to Delhi. Munir-ad-daulab’s success in 
keeping his English patrons pleased and securiog the 
regular payment of the Enpetor’a peosioo enabled his 
policy to trincDph in the council of the royal exile. 
The pro-Delhi p&rty^ led by Hisain-ud'daulah, would 
probably never have gained the upper band there but 
for the utter break-down of Kajib'a health and spirits, 
which forced him to rdsigo the guardianship of the 
Delhi palace and the royal family within it, when faced 
with the irrepressible aod ever-increasiog Sikh f orcea 
As early as October 1765, Najib had asked the Emperor 
to come personally to Delhi, and now in Febm&iy 1768 
be deSoitcly tendered hie resignation. This develop- 
moot threw Shah Aiam into the guatest perplexity : 
who would guard bis mother and Heir in that ^ty after 
the withdrawal of Najib f Aod, if he recalled all hU 
family from Delhi, the' Sikhs, who were oow officially 
masters of Sarbind end practically supreme over 

• ~(^'Ti~j 86, 8C8a \i m nim. 
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H&riftna aed the upper Doab, would take uoopposed 
poeaeaeioD of the capital, aad it would be impossible 
for Shah A Ism to recover it from their etroni? haoda, 
holder of the capital was naturally io the position 
of a king-makep. Wbat was there to prevent tho Sikh 
lordi of Delhi from crowning a puppet from among the 
iwarm of beggarly vagrant Shabsadas, and under cover 
of bis legal authority coaquering the empire for 
tbemaolvea f* 

The quoeCion of the Emperor's residence io Delhi 
thus beoamo a Jive iseue from 1768 onwards. Juat at 
diia time tlie Indian world at last beoame convinced 


that j^bmad Sbh Abdali would not come to India agsio, 
and ail hopes and feare from that quarter definitely 
ceseed. Now was the time for all loyal vaj^eala to aoite 
and reetoro their aurerain to hia capital. A Maratha ageut 
suggested {in Nov. 1767, SPD. xxix. 162) tho projeot of 
each action by the English, the Poahwa, the Rajput 
Rajahs and the Ruhelae in eonoert (but despite probable 
•let oppoaitiooX The Jat power ceasod to count in 
North Indian politioa after the death of Jawahir Singh 
IP July 1768. The laat ray of the hop e of getting armed 

• OPC. I 2733.2736 A, li. llOJ, 846. 847. Jam Siagb. tbo Bikh' 
aarfar. had invited the Emperor (Ja©. JTflS) to eome to Deibf. 
Morug him that the whole etD|:4n woedd be egaio united and 
reatored to him.'' Sbah Alani ted replied that be could aot 
^ihataoOoo DDlees the of Sikh sardan formed a 

to eswt him and sent a wriUen pledge Bo 

tbflt (Oe 840*) 
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aidfroQth^ Bngliah ia the jonroey to Delhi fiiokered 
aod died oat in the coune cd the next year. And the 
Emperor looked out tor new friends to kelp biro in 
caTTylng out his heart’s desire. The RoheUe were 
eliminated as openly hostile to hie bouse. Sbuja, 
nominally the first minister of the Crown, when sailed 
upon to support hie master, evsded eompUaooe as long 
as he «?oald, and finally (in 1771) compounded for bis 
abetontico from personal participation in the march on 
Delhi by contribnting to its expenses For his tools the 
Emperor, therefore, had none but the Marathas to turn 
to. 


§ 11. Shak Ala/ii mal’cs mt a^r/viuc/ii tmih the 
Marathas io tseori him io Delki, 1771. 

They had come to the north once more in full force, 
under an accredited plenipotentiary of the Peshwa (£Um> 
ohaodra Ganesh] and great saidare like Sindhia sod 
idolkar, at the bcgiooiog of 2770. They had first 
humbled the Jat aod set about restoriog their authority 
in the Doab and the couutry near Delhi. |CL 22 % 12- 
14.) Kajib’s death a fen months later (SO Ook 1770) 
forced the Emperor's hands now or neTor most he make 
edhoti'ce arraDgemeDts for holdiog Delhi, as h^ajib’s 
successor was too young and inexperienced to make any 
stand against the Sikhs. So, on 27th December Shah 
A lam sent Saifuddin Md. Khan to negotiate with the 
Maratha sardars then in the Doab for an aUiance to 
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mtore him to his capital. The eovoy eoterod tba 
mastarUsfl city on 7tb Febniaiy 1771, opaacd tba Delhi 
Gate (which had beca closed io fear oi the Maratba aod 
Oujar baods then out oa the east bank), reassured tbo 
oitbeae, aod from the Jimi' Maajid proclaimod the 
aothority of Sbab A lam. 

Two daye later (9th Feb-1771), early in the inoroingr 
the Marathi a bombarded Dolbi from four aides, eo that 
the AsadBurj of the fort wee demolished. There woe 
none to reiUt, and at ooon the capital opened peace 
parleys. At euosot tho icnaller gate of tho fort was 
opeaod. Next day Bala Rio entered the fort by 
cepitulatloi^, established his own control, and posted Ms 
guards at the gates. Saifuddio, who bad not expected the 
Msratha appropriation of tho capita), wont off to complafa 
to the MnratliA chiefi; so also did bJbaikh Qasim, tbo 
Imperial ^lladnr. On the 16th Yaqub All held a long 
private talk with Remolmndra Qonesh. The following 
terms were agreed upon : (I) The Marathas were to 
be paid 40 Jskba of Rupeea end aaiigncd blirat aod 
seven other mahali. (ii) Ths Emperor would code the 
dislrlcts of Karra (Jabanabad) and Kora to tbo Marathas, 
or in default g;]ve them e<juivalent territory near Delhi, 
(iii) The Maratbas undertook to escort the Emperor 
to Delhi in two months, (iv) Toe Emperor would pay 
ten lakhs (out of tiie forty) in twenty days, on receiviDg 
which they would restors Delhi fort to bis agent, 
and then be would oome. (v) After arriving at Delbif 
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Shah Also) would grant them l.'i takhe worth of mahale, 
thus leavxog a balance of 15 lakhs which wae to be 
cleared io ssTen laoatha. To a niemonodom coctaiDuig 
these terms die Heir affixed his seal oo behalf of the 
Kmperor. [5PD. xx«, 89.J The terma were ratified by 
Shah Alam firom Allahabad and all the Maratha 
sardars were presented (on 92 March) to the Heir and 
gireo khUaU. A part payment made^ Delhi fort 
was banded back to Saifuddb by the Maratha troops, 
who vacated it {2 August) \DO. CPC. iii 717.) 

S 12. S/tn/i Afnm ma/i'ftes from Allaltabad io 
Thlhiy 1771. 

Id the meaDtime, the Emperor had advanced from 
Allahabad (13 April) to Sarai Alamchand (90 miles to 
the west) Here be halted for 19 days, planoiDg his 
march on Delhi and waitiog to be joined by Shnja. At 
the first talk of leaving the British proteetion, dvilised 
comforts and regular income eo loog enjoyed by bis 
family and entourage at Allahabiuf for the privatioDs, 
danger and poverty of Delhi, a universal lamentation 
broke out in the exiled Court and among its dependants. 
But the Emperor, led by Eisam-nd'dacl^, held firmly 
to hU porpOBS, MDalr>QdHiBnlab having entirely lost 
hie bold on hie master. Asa last chance, the miserable 
ooartiers dong to the hope that when Shuja came, bis 
voice won Id overbear that of Hisam and the march 
on Delhi would bo d)aadoQCd. But Shuja did uot 


554 


FALL OF THE HUOHAL EMPIRE [CH- XXV 


obj^ : be supplied 13 lakbs io OA&b, beBidei carru^, 
tents and other Deceesary articles, and tbue secured 
exenae from personal attendance ia tbe campatgo. 
He detached a body ot 10,000 horse and foot of hie 
own to Attend tbe Emperor. 

Leaving Sara! Alamchaod on 3ad May, Shah A lam 
marched by way of Shujaetpur and Kora to Jajmau 
(28 May), where Shujn who had borue him company ao 
long took leave for hla own province (3 June.) Then, by 
way of Cawnpur the imperial camp reached Bitbur, where 
General Sir Robert Barker refined to prooeed any 
further, bade formal farewell to tbe Emperor on 38 June, 
nnd came back with bit two EogUeb battalione to 
Cawnpur and Benares* So, also did Munir^nd'daulah, 
who had persistently opposed (his undertskmg, The 
Emperor cootinuod his progress to Qsnauj and then to 
tbs neighbourhood of Farrukhsbad, whose Nawab, Ahmad 
Khan Bangaeb, had died on 17 April. An imperial 
damaod was made for escheatog all his property to tbe 
State, but tbe late Nawab's man of business Bakbehi 
Fakhruddaulali replied to it by gathering a Itigc force of 
Rnhelss from the neighbourhood and prepariog for war. 
Tbe helplesR Emperor appealed (o hfahadji Sindhia, who 
^proa^ed with a vast army, the report of which cowed 
Fakhrnddaulah ud he agreed to pay six lakhs (two lakhs 
4om) on QOfidilioo of Ahmad's son MorafTar Jang being 
>MgQiaed as hfawab of Famkhabad aod confirmed in 
kia Aker’s eatsAea. lUa Buooeas addaved, die Emperor 
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moved on to ^abigaoj^ Id milea south-ivest of Facrokba- 
bad^ aad (here eocampcd for the raioa. 

Three mootba ]ator> Saifoddia Muhammad and other 
officers caQo from Delhi fort and isterriewed the 
Emperor on loth Kooember, aC Nabiganj, and Mahadji 
Sindhia did the aame on the LSth. The royal progrees 
to the capital was resumed shortly after, aad the Court 
reached Snrajpar (25 m. n. w. of Sikaedrabad) oq New 
Year’s Day, 1772. The Empress Mother, the Crown 
Prince and other princeecame out of Delhi to Gbarroli 
(4? miles soirth-east of Sbahdara) sod welcomed the 
Emperor in advance (3rd January.) Accompanied by 
them, be rode into his capital at a quarter past eight on 
Monday, the aLctb of January, and entered the {>alace 
fort by the Delhi Datwaaa. The day ou which tbo 
monarch’s exile ended happened to be exactly the 
close of the Muslim month of fasting and the eve of 
tbo Id rejoicings.* 


• DC. ud CPC. iii C9?-dl0 (beat.) if>rai. 1S&.281. G. A!u 
ii. 207*282. Muna TaI 10il*l20. Siytir, In. (resefcte.) 



Correclioo$ and Additions to Vol. li. 


F. 33,1 20, far 10 Juno 10 June. 

39—2, „ Husa „ Musavi 

47—19, „ chapter 22 „ chapter 2$. 

7i—?7, o Mftler Kot „ Maler Kotle. 

78, aid to footnote^ dianiraehnfl J5a/?ar, I 49. 

a L 2, odd ai § 10. 

206, odd to footnote^ Chandro. Daft, k 137. 

227, „ Kbftr4, i. pp. 52^ 

243, i 2U, fw' Narwftr rearf Pauci. 

247, add 0 2>\d fooii\oU-, Pahari stands for 

20 m. n. w. of Sblv^uri (SipK) in Gvalior 
State. 


S49. add to /botnote, .^<rand. Daft, i. S87. 

262, L 38, at A^ra r«ad sear Mathura. 

3n3, aid 0 footnote, CTiondra Da/l. i. 51 

„ Peace terms in Bbsu’s letter 
of 16 Sep. Purand Dafi, i. 389 (beat) 

268, I 16, add, Purand Dafi, I S89, 

270, add to footnote, „ 391. 

299, I 26, add „ 891. 

311, oiif to footnote, Casbinj states that Atai Kh's 

ovm contb^t of 2,000 X>uRfinl horse was 
joined iff ^neailj 10,000 irregulars is groed 
of booty, aad... they marched forty kos in 
ooe day" b> effect the surprise. 

814, add to footnote, Purand, Daft, i. 392. 

831r in pian, »hado SS kaif hhok, 

881, add to fi>ctno($, Purand Dart, I 417, 426. 

. n • 397, 417. 

393—4£6 (primary.) 
862, L 4 ei^ir JnU add and teodker wtitAa on 14 Not. 



FALL OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE. Vol. I. 

(London).'—dir Jaduoatb Sarkar has uod«r- 
taken a dnty of real Importance. His wide scholarsbip, 
hia deep knowledge, Ma independent judgment, 
admirably fit him for the task ; and his first Toitime 
(1739—3754) shows that the work when completed, 
will provide vaUiablc information till now iaaccessibie 
to the English reader ^ nowhere else will he find a more 
Authoritative estimate, or more poigoant detail, of the 
state of the country before the rise of the English 
Power. (17 ^^ay, 1934.) 

Tines of India (Bombay)—Sir Jadunath Sarkar 
approaches his task In the scientific and impartial spirit 
which charseteriroB all his work . .. The learned author 
claims to have ayotbesiaed for the first time the Persian, 
bUrathi, French, English, Hindi, RajasChanL and Sanskrit 
soorces. Students of Maratha history will particularly 
welcome the valuable and otigioal chapter {3 and 4] 
on the Maratha Incursions into Bengal, replete with 
new material bearing upon a Ihthcrto littlC'known 
chapter of Maratha history* Indeed, one of the most 
v^uable features of thia scholarly and erndits work is 
the light which it throws tipon the Marathas in Northera 
India : Sir Jadunath Sarkar'a addltiooa to our know¬ 
ledge in this field of ioveadgatiou form a valuable 
commrotary on Maratha accounts of these events. 
(10 Peb. 1933.) 

Modern lUvicu (Janaary, 193d)^Tbst Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar is fully <{ualified Co write the history of any 
period of the Mughal Empire in India does not reqolre 
to be pointed out afteeb. Ih two TOlames, of which 
the wo^ under notioe is the first, be has attempted to 
tell 'the story of the fall of the Moghal Empire from 
^e inyaaion of Hadir Shah in 1739 to the British 
conquest of Delhi and keepersbip of the puppet but 
etall legitimate Padishah io 18D3, and his attempt has 
been entirely successful. The work is written in a 
simple and attractive style, and the interest of the stopr 
is throuehout sustamod. . ' 


HISTORY OF AURANGZIB 

Sarkax’s Hisiory of Aurawfxibie baaed mwaly on 
original conUmporari/ Persian Mara/hi and European 
sources, vU., tte Mnghal State-papers, daily bulletins 
of tie MugW Court, the records of impartial 
non offioial writers {such as two Persian menoirs by 
oonteoporary Hindu writers), the letters of Aurangzib, 
hia father, brothers, sons, graodsooa, officera and vassal 
kioga, and other makers of Indian history, revenue 
r^roB, &c. The fbnrth 7Xilums pii'es a tisw and 
vdhsniie history of Ike Maratha kings Shivaji 
Shamhkuji hilkerto unhnoirn. 

Of the Utters of Aurangxib and hia eontemporariee, 
wore than 5,000 are in the author’s possession. He has 
also used the Marathi bakbars and historical papers, the 
Assamese chronicles {Buranjis) and the French and 
Portuguese archives. 

H BsTsriflgs.'-'Jadimath Barker may be celled 
, n Im/is as the user of Persian euthoritlas for ths history 
of Jn«lia Ho mighr also be siyied the Bengali Gibbon, • 
it id plessaot to think that England and its Oorernment 
hare had share in prMucing such a man of 'ffide 

knofflet^e and untiring industry as Jadunatb. • All his 
Tolunee are good, and reflect the highest credit on their 
author . . . The account of Aorangzlh in the 3rd and 4tb 
Tolomes is exceptionally good. (IBslory. 

Jonisal Aslatiqas.—Ce xviie neole moogol nous est 
ooonn paries temotgnagee de voyageurs suropeens: mais 
ke sources peraanes et lea documeots de la chaneellerie 
imperials n’ avaient pas ete utilises dans uae etude d’ 
eeeaiable. Cest le grand merits de I’antsur d’ avoir 
paskmcnenl recherche et mis a contribution toutee lea 
fafortoatiODS persanes eC im^eones •et do oona donner 
OJtt nanaJioQ vivante e( fidrie. (13S9). 

^jwent A. Smith.—You are doing first class work I 
repeiu with all sincerity that I have the highest opinion of 
yow laaniAL unpatliiuicy and aritical ability. I (root tKiit 
you may belong apered to contiano your good vc^ of 
giving bonam haatory. 



Awardtd the Quid Medal of ihe Bombay Branch, 
Royal Astatic Society. 

SHIVAJI AND HIS TIMES 

A new ftod fully detailed critical study of 6hivaji’fl 
life and cbaractcr baaed on an exliauativ| use of all tke 
arailable original raotorials—Persian, Marathi, Hiodl, 
Dutch aod Boglish—nicst of which were uokoowQ to 
Grant Duff. 

It ie the most oosopreheosive and correct narrative of 
the rise of the M&iathas with piiouto details and exact 
dates. The complex interaction of Deccan politics has 
been clearly shown by references to the history of the 
Muslim Powers there in the 17th century. 

MUGHAL ADMINISTRATION 

Second edition, rewritten and 2^ ^mes the size of the 
first edition, 272 pages, Re. 8. 

In its present form the book euppUoa a complete 
treatise on the adminieCrativc system aad constitution 
of the Mugfasi Saapire, its theory aad practice, its 
principles and aims, its effect on the people, aad takes a 
philosophical survey of the achievemeots of the Mughal 
Empire, the Causes of He downfall, aod its influeoce 
upon the country. 

CHAlTANyA 

ChAitanya, (1485*1533), the greateat saint of Beogal, 
caused a ocmaplete moral revolution in Kastern India 
by preaobiag the creed of bkakti or devo^n to God as 
iocarnate in Kriahaa. His faith cooqasred Bengal, 
Orissa and Assam, and aleo established its stronghold iit 
several other plaoee, notably BriodabaQ. 

C. P. Afidrewi.—Of sur^asdng value.. .gives the olearaet 

{ icture of the Baink, anH hjg tea^ingi and la foil of iuisiufe 
omaa interest ftfom beginning to end... The piotare 
drawn of the Saint is one of szaaordinarj beenty : a truly 
human figure comes before us aod attraets our own lov^ 
even aa it acEracted the love of his first disciples. (Modem 
Reoieto, 191S), 


Studies in Aurangzib’s Reign 

18 Essay's, 306 Paoes, 2-8. 

AAiitic Anarterly 9eried of wsays oq 

AurftogsSh and hi6 timea of tKo most ennrtAining 
dMcri^ioo. ^ 

4 nt^Bftty —All the easaya m brighdy written 

and MTaral c^Dtain ioformaiion not bitberCo nTailable in 
£D|liib. 

{}. farruid.—Coutoic lea preceddnta, caa dariiiera Toltmea 
80 nk plaioa d’ ioforma^ona pniacaa a du eouroaa orien&alea 
incites: at c’aac ce qai donna une mlejr parM'culiara aux 
oanux da M. iSarkv. Eerlta dans un anglais clair et 
agreabU. c«a volumes fonrniront aus bistoriens earopaena 
la documantatioo qui leur nanqualc aur cekke periode do la 
domination niongoia dans I’Inda {J. A.) 

India through the Ages 

Re. 1-8 

Tunaa ♦ An wrfsflanf little omopoidium of the hiatoxy 
of rndia -aad^ 6 fiialn heftdhiga. Each of khaee is 
considered as a great enlUre'ino7emenc.>.Il)e oloaing estimate 
is Ibouff/itful and vaiiiabU. 

J. fi. A. 8.—Give* ao iiUertslinff and dearlff wUUn 
review of the successive factors which have contributed Co 
cIm composite developcaent of the India of the present d^, 

8(1 E. A. Gait.—A wonderfully ^ea r bird's-eye view of 
a vast aabjsct. 

A Short History of Aurangzib 

511 pp. Rn. 5 

J. S. A. S.~Tbe narrative is clear and orderly, the 
cbancMiaatioQ of individuals Is eacellenC, aod -’^re ie 
liuto that could be spared. The book can be recomioMd^ 
wick cooSdeace Co any readers wbo have not time to ewdy 
Ike •Btbor'e iar|er work, that wall-^own ciat^ fit* Satm 
if Junngtit, in 5 vola. 
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